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Welcome to the first monthly E-Newsletter from the Wear Rivers Trust.
This newsletter is for all our partners, volunteers and anyone with an
interest in what we do. We aim to bring you all up to date with what we've
been doing in the Wear Catchment, what we have planned and anything
else of interest in and around the catchment. Read on to learn more about
what our volunteers have been up to, the exciting new projects we are
starting around invasive species (WINNS) and Cool Waters and for some
interesting insights into the wildlife of the River Wear.

New House Burn Bank Protection
During April and May, David our Volunteer
Coordinator has been out with our volunteers
repairing an area of excessive bank erosion on
the New House Burn near Lanchester. The
revetment has been made with locally sourced
willow, which should soon grow, providing shade
and shelter to a variety of wildlife.

Lumley Park Burn Clean-up Days!
Students from New College Durham gave up two
days of their time to help us clean up the Lumley
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out old bikes, push chairs, half a sofa and lots of
old building waste from the burn. Altogether, at
least 25 bags of rubbish were collected up.
Thanks!

Scouts get stuck in!
Framwellgate Moor Scout Group helped us out on the Twizell Burn in late April, they worked hard to help
us finish off our set of five brash berms. Now a straightened section of the Twizell is flowing in a more
natural way, the berms will help gravel movement to happen naturally and they will play a role in trapping
suspending silt. This all helps to improve habitat and water quality on the Twizell Burn. Image credit David Baker

Tackling Invasive Species
We are launching a new project aimed at
mapping and tackling Invasive Non-Native
Species in the Wear Catchment. WINNS
(Wear Invasive Non-Native Species) is a
two year project in which we aim to map
https://mailchi.mp/6dbecd967a95/summer-newsletter?e=aefeea29c8
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species in a strategic and efficient way.
Volunteers and local Angling Clubs are
being called upon to help us map species
such as Giant Hogweed (pictured left) this
summer. Wear Rivers Trust Staff and
Volunteers

will

start

tackling

known

problem areas in the coming months. To
get

involved

email

Paul

on

paul.atkinson@wear-rivers-trust.org.uk
Image credit - GBNNSS

Public Events
Invasive Species Riverside Walk in Durham
As part of our WINNS Project, on Thursday 18th July at 6pm the Wear Rivers
Trust will be leading a guided walk for anybody to attend at The Sands in
Durham. The walk will be led by project officers Paul Atkinson and David
Tompkins, during the walk people will be able to learn about Non-Native
Invasive Species around the River Wear. The walk will offer people the chance
to learn how to identify the key Invasive Species around the River Wear, how to
help us map their distribution and how to get involved in tackling them in your
area. The walk will last for between 30 minutes to an hour and will cover less
than 1km along the banks of the River Wear, after the walk people will be able
to discuss our WINNS Project with Paul and David. The walk will begin at the
Sands Car Park in Durham (postcode DH1 1SF), to register interest in the walk,
please email David via david.tompkins@wear-rivers-trust.org.uk

River Gaunless Celebration Event
To showcase the success of the recently completed River Gaunless for people
for wildlife project, the River Gaunless Local Management Group which
consists of local residents, environmental charities and local authorities with an
interest in the River Gaunless will be hosting a celebration event at Bishop
Auckland Fire Station on Monday 15th July 2019. The two hour event will
https://mailchi.mp/6dbecd967a95/summer-newsletter?e=aefeea29c8
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brainstorming session to enable local people to have their say and feed in their
ideas for future projects. If you are interested please contact us on
admin@wear-rivers-trust.org.uk

Cool Waters
The aim with Cool Waters is to restore 15km of riparian habitat by planting
22,500 trees and delivering improvement works along the banks of the River
Wear over the next four years.
This will enhance wildlife corridors that provide measurable ecological and flood
attenuation improvements whilst improving public awareness of the riparian
habitat function and management through engagement with angling clubs, land
owners and community groups.

Storymaps
“The Storymaps project aims to address the need for a more effective data
collation and presentation across the Wear catchment beginning with the
catchments investigated as part of the Topsoil project. The interactive online
resource utilises easy to understand language and the power of maps to enable
existing data to be more accessible to a wider variety of audiences than at
present. The pilot web page is now live, with the WRT's aim of eventually
populating the entire Wear catchment mosaic with our investigations, findings
and resulting actions.
LINK
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Wildlife on the Wear
It's been an interesting Spring for wildlife on the River Wear so far. We've seen
a good emergence of these lovely large adult Stoneflies on the middle Wear,
the species is Diura bicaudata, look carefully and you might see their
empty skins (exuviae) on bankside rocks along the river. Fledgling Dippers
have been seen in several places through the catchment already, some
Dippers are even on their second brood of eggs this Spring. There have been
Common Sandpipers moving about on the middle and upper Wear, hopefully
some of them will soon be nesting along the river. We'd love to hear about the
https://mailchi.mp/6dbecd967a95/summer-newsletter?e=aefeea29c8
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Interested in volunteering? The Wear Rivers Trust can offer volunteering
opportunities around monitoring and practical work parties in various areas across
the catchment. For more information contact David on david.tompkins@wear-riverstrust.org.uk
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