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Alta California, Touchstone of Architectural Heritage and Native Culture in a Premiere Edition combines 
the story of the 650-mile mission trails, El Camino Real’s ‘Spanish Mission Chain’ with vintage images 
from tales of California’s earliest settlements. The new edition introduces a story of California’s historical 
roots and conquest of European discovery through the tumultuous 18th & 19th centuries of  rapid changes 
inside the Golden State! 

An action packed new edition recalls over fifty years of a Spanish, Mexican, and American epoch, 
uncovering Indigenous tribal heritage, impact and resiliency, within diversified Nations within traditional 
Native California. Planned as two volumes-in-one, the theme delineates California’s evolving Past to 
Present is seen through the lens of vintage images and current day landscapes, a hardcover for deeper 
recognition of the popular places visited today. The current manuscript’s completion and perspective 
in full-color photography, enhances the seventy accompanying glass plate negatives, with annotations 
by the author on the timeline of Spanish California. The Landmark sites of Alta unveil the compelling 
stories of cultural California within a 180-page historical sphere. The premiere edition will be available 
September 2026 through Ingram Content Group bookstores.
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Touchstone of Architectural Heritage and Native Culture

Featuring The Lost Glass Plate Photographs of the 1920s & 1930s
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