
Coast guard heritage  museum 

newsletter 
George Washburn - Editor Emeritus,     Publisher – CGHM                  SPRING 2015  

Jack McGrath – Editor    

COAST GUARD HERITAGE MUSEUM 
3353 MAIN ST. (ROUTE 6A) 

P.O. BOX 161 
BARNSTABLE, MA 02630 

508-362-8521 
EMAIL: CGHERITAGE@COMCAST.NET 
WEB SITE:   WWW.CGHERITAGE.ORG 

 

In this Issue: 
Project Sea Hunt 
Fire in the Canal 
Exhibit Changes 

NEW! 
Cape Cod 
Museum 
Trail  

mailto:CGHERITAGE@COMCAST.NET
http://www.coastguardheritagemuseum.org/


EDITOR’S NOTES 

Here is the Spring issue of our newsletter. It has been 12 
months since we produced a Newsletter, for which I 
apologize. We had a very busy and successful 2014, and the 
time slipped away without a Newsletter. 
We renewed our lease with the Town of Barnstable, so we 
will be here for a long time to come. The town is also doing 
a multi-year restoration of the building, A U. S. Customs 
House built in 1856, so that has caused some disruption but 
we have been open throughout the process and will 
continue to be. 
2014 was a busy year for reunions. The CGC Castle Rock, 
CGC Duane, CGC Hamilton, CGC Hornbeam and the 
Coast Guard Aviation Association (Pterodactyls) all visited 
the CGHM while on Cape Cod.  
The CGAA was especially generous with their support, 
which helped us acquire many new display cases and 
completely revamp the second deck. 
We also received a gift from the family of ETCM Dan 
Farrell, who sadly passed away at a young age after a long 
illness. 
Harold Morrill, a long-time Auxiliarist, remembered us 
generously when he passed away. 
 
Please check out the new Cape Cod Museum Trail. A great 
way to see the many unusual museums on Cape Cod. 
 
Thanks to everyone for their interest and support. 
We hope you enjoy this issue. 
 
Jack McGrath 
editor 



Museum News 

Because of the support from members and donors, we 
have been able to replace many of the second-hand 
exhibit cases we had acquired. The new cases bring 
artifacts to eye level and makes a museum visit more 
enjoyable. 
As a former AT, I am especially grateful to the Coast 
Guard Aviation Association, (Ancient Order of the 
Pterodactyl) for their contribution. We now have a 
very comprehensive display on Coast Guard Aviation 
just in time for the 100th Anniversary in 2016. 
 
We were also able to add other new displays 
throughout the building, enhancing the visitor 
experience. 
 
We are also currently in the process of implementing 
an audio tour system, which will allow museum 
guests to tour at their own pace and provide detailed 
information on subjects of their interest. 
 
On t he next few pages are some photos of the newer 
displays in the museum. 

The biggest challenge facing the CGHM 
is a lack of volunteers! We operate 
with an all-volunteer staff. Because 
we are not yet in a financial position to 
have paid staff, volunteers are 
essential to our operation.    
If you live nearby, PLEASE consider 
joining us as a volunteer!  Just 5 hours 
once a week from May to October? 
 
Thanks!!! 



LUXX Cape Cod Magazine 
 and  

First Citizens Federal Credit Union 
have partnered with nearly 30 museums on 

the Cape to provide listings, maps and other 
support at no cost to the museums.  

Visit: www.capecodmuseumtrail.com for 
more info.  

http://www.capecodmuseumtrail.com/


Icebreakers & navigation tools 

Cutters 
 



Gray uniform 
 WW II 

aids to navigation 



Small boats, patrol boats, MLBs 

aircraft 



More 
aircraft 

 

Still more 
aircraft 



DISPATCHES FROM THE FLEET 

PROJECT 
SEA HUNT 

 

Robert Barkin – Washington Post 
 







Testing in San Francisco 

No wet suits for the pigeons?? 



All strapped in! 







What life vest?? 



Strange but true. All photos and information from the Coast 
Guard Historian’s office.  
http://www.uscg.mil/history/articles/PigeonSARProject.asp 



DISPATCHES FROM THE FLEET 

FIRE IN THE CAPE COD CANAL 

November 14, 1963 



At about 0658 on 14 November 1963, the Norwegian 
Freighter  FERNVIEW  COLLIDED IN DENSE FOG WITH 
THE  United States tank vessel  Dynafuel in the western 
approaches to Buzzards Bay. 
 
The collision was blamed on the actions of the pilot 
aboard the Fernview. He was found guilty of 
negligence by a Coast Guard  examiner. 
 
The 309 foot  Dynafuel was outbound in the main 
channel in ballast, and the Fernview was traveling NE 
from New York with general cargo. 
 
The Fernview penetrated the port side of the tanker 
just aft of the midships deck house. Four tanker sailors 
were injured, but there were no deaths. 
A fire began and both ships burned. The Fernview was 
able to return to New York, but the Dynafuel rolled 
over and sank. 
 
After the collision, the crew of the Dynafuel 
transferred to the Fernview. The injured crewmen 
were evacuated by Coast Guard HH52A as the fire was 
fought by an array of USCG vessels, including the CGC 
Hornbeam and the CGC General Green. 
 
There were also boats from the Cape Cod Canal Coast 
Guard Station and Woods Hole. 
 
Aircraft responded from CG Air Station Salem. 
 
The Dynafuel, owned by Sun Oil Co., was 309 feet & 3100 
tons, and the Fernview was 510 feet and 3800 tons. The 
Fernview continued to sail until 1986, but the Dynafuel 
was scrapped. 
 
 
 



Ships locked together. HH52 & Hu16 on scene 



CGC Hornbeam 





Fernview bow embedded in the Dynafuel 







The Dynafuel 
after 
separation 
from the 
Fernview. 
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COAST GUARD HERITAGE MUSEUM 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

Name: ______________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________ 

        ____________________________________________ 

City: ________________________________________________     State:__________ ZIP____________ 

Phone: ________________________ EMAIL: _____________________________________ 

USCG Connection (if any)___________________________________________________________________ 

 

Membership Level:   Annual Dues 

Individual     $25 

Family     $40 

Supporting     $100 

Sustaining      $250  

Guardian  

 Captain’s Circle   $500+ 

 Admiral’s Circle   $1,000+ 

 Commandant’s Circle  $2,500+ 

 

Please make checks payable to: Coast Guard Heritage Museum 

Mail to: Coast Guard Heritage Museum   P O Box 161, Barnstable, MA  02630 

Credit Card:  Visa  Mastercard  Discover 

 

Card Number: ________________________________ 

Expiration Date:   Month_______    Year_________ 

 

Signature:___________________________________  Date:___________ 



GIFT SHOP 

Coast Guard 
Heritage Museum  

 
“Challenge Coin” 

$12 

FRONT REAR 
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