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Harper Library Unattended Child Policy


Unattended Child Policy
Harper Library (hereinafter Library) is a 501(c)3 public library that supports Harper, western Gillespie, and small portions of eastern Kimble and northern Kerr Counties, Texas.  Our mission is to provide full library services including library materials, internet access, computer use, programs, and basic office services (faxes, printing, copying) for all visitors to our Library.  The Harper Library Resale Shop (hereinafter Resale Shop) exists to provide income for the support of the Library and to provide a discount retail source for clothing, housewares and other items to Harper and the surrounding area.
The Library welcomes and encourages children to use materials and services of the Library.  We are concerned for the well-being of our community’s children.  We want to ensure a child’s library experience is a positive one; however, the Library cannot be held responsible for incidents, accidents, or other liabilities arising from the actions of unattended children.
The Library is a public facility which is open to everyone.  The responsibility for the safety and behavior of children in the Library rests with the parent or caregiver and not the Library staff.  Neither the Library or its staff members act in loco parentis (in place of parents).  The Library staff cannot be responsible for children who are unattended or demonstrating inappropriate behavior.
All children should have the telephone number of someone who can assist them in an emergency.  Siblings or caregivers supervising children under the age of ten (10) years of age must have parental contact information with them at all times.
The Library and its staff members are not responsible for determining whether a caregiver, custodian or parent is a legally authorized caregiver, custodian or custodial parent of the child.

The following guidelines will be followed concerning the care and behavior of children.

1. Children12 years of age and older may use the Library unattended by an adult or caregiver.  However, the parent or caregiver is still responsible for the well-being and behavior of the child.
2. Children under the age of six (6) years of age must be accompanied by a parent or another adult at all times.

3. Children between the ages of 6 and 11 years of age must be accompanied by a parent, caregiver, or sibling (12 years of age or older) at all times while in the Library.  An older sibling may not remain in the Library in a supervisory capacity for more than a two (2) hour time period on any given day.
4. If a child is being disruptive or if in the judgment of the Library staff, the child’s safety is being jeopardized, the Library staff will make an attempt to contact the parent or caregiver.  If the parent or caregiver cannot be located, the child may be placed in the care of the local law enforcement agency.  The Library will notify the parent in writing of incidents involving their children.
5. In the event a young person is still at the Library when the Library closes to the public, an attempt will be made to contact the parent or caregiver and to inform the parent or caregiver of the Library’s closing time.  If the parent or caregiver cannot be reached, the local law enforcement agency will be contacted to pick up the young person.  In no instance will a Library staff person take the young person home.
6. Children under the age of five (5) years of age may not be left in the juvenile reading area without supervision by a parent, caregiver, or sibling (12 years of age or older).

7. During Summer Reading Club or special children’s events, children under the age of five (5) years of age must be accompanied by a parent or guardian.  Children five (5) years or older may be allowed to attend without a parent or guardian due to extra library staff on duty for the activities.
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