Worship / Thank-offering Sunday
November 15, 2020

Welcome
Thanksgiving for Baptism
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave
us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen.
Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and
forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gracious gift of baptism.
Blessed are you, O God, maker and ruler of all things. Your voice thundered over the
waters at creation. You water the mountains and send springs into the valleys to refresh
and satisfy all living things.
Through the waters of the flood you carried those in the ark to safety. Through the sea
you led your people Israel from slavery to freedom. In the wilderness you nourished
them with water from the rock, and you brought them across the river Jordan to the
promised land.
By the baptism of his death and resurrection, your Son Jesus has carried us to safety
and freedom. The floods shall not overwhelm us, and the deep shall not swallow us up,
for Christ has brought us over to the land of promise. He sends us to make disciples,
baptizing in the name of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Pour out your Holy Spirit; wash away sin in this cleansing water; clothe the baptized
with Christ; and claim your daughters and sons, no longer slave and free, no longer
male and female, but one with all the baptized in Christ Jesus, sending us out to bring
Christ’s healing and wholeness to the world. Thanks be to God. Amen.
Scripture Reading

Judges 4:1-9

The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. So the
Lord sold them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the
commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-goyim. Then the
Israelites cried out to the Lord for help; for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, and
had oppressed the Israelites cruelly for twenty years.
At that time Deborah, a prophet, wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. She used to sit
under the palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim;
and the Israelites came up to her for judgement. She sent and summoned Barak son of
Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali, and said to him, ‘The Lord, the God of Israel,
commands you, “Go, take position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the tribe
of Naphtali and the tribe of Zebulun. I will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army,
to meet you by the Wadi Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and I will give him into
your hand.” ’ Barak said to her, ‘If you will go with me, I will go; but if you will not go
with me, I will not go.’ And she said, ‘I will surely go with you; nevertheless, the road on
which you are going will not lead to your glory, for the Lord will sell Sisera into the hand
of a woman.’ Then Deborah got up and went with Barak to Kedesh.
This is the word of God for the people of God. Thanks be to God.

Message
Oﬀering Prayer
God of grace, you have showered us with gifts of grace and abundance, entrusting to
us the ministries of Women of the ELCA. Help us to grow in faith, aﬃrm our gifts,
support one another in our callings, engage in ministry and action, and promote healing
and wholeness in the church, the society, and the world.
Accept these gifts and our prayer that, nurtured by your Word, filled with your Spirit,
and fed at your table, we may share with gladness all that you have shared with us, until
all creation is satisfied. Amen.
Hymn

A Fragrant Oﬀering

A fragrant oﬀering, a loving sacrifice,
The life of Jesus Christ, for us, your children, given.
And every blessing which you have given us,
We share with others as our oﬀering to you.
With thankful hearts may it be fragrant, God, to you.
Lord’s Prayer
Benediction
Hymn

Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ

Let us talents and tongues employ,
reaching out with a shout of joy:
bread is broken, the wine is poured,
Christ is spoken and seen and heard.
Refrain
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
pass the Word around: loaves abound!
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again,
pass the Word around: loaves abound!
Christ is able to make us one,
at the table he sets the tone,
teaching people to live to bless,
love in word and in deed express. Refrain
Jesus calls us in, sends us out
bearing fruit in a world of doubt,
gives us love to tell, bread to share:
God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere! Refrain
Dismissal

Go in peace, and serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
You are a beloved child of God, deserving of love and respect,
and God is using you to care for the world.

