No One Can Serve Two Masters

1.Choose God’s Way

Every morning, when you wake up, you can determine the course of your
day and, therefore, the future of your life. Do you start your day thinking
about how you will earn your next dollar? Or do you ask God for guidance
for your day?

If you choose the first option, you could have $200, $500, or $1,000 more in
your bank account by the end of the day. Choosing God's guidance, howev-
er, could prepare you to get $200, $500, or $1,000 for the rest of your life and
even attain the Kingdom of God.

God's option, however, will require you to believe and trust in Him fully and
have one hundred percent confidence that He will give you what you want.
Most consider purchasing a home, sending the kids to college, or planning
a comfortable retirement. Some of us think about being able to make a lot
of money or becoming millionaires.

Not many people can achieve all their personal and financial goals unless
God is in their lives. Matthew 6:33 says, "Seek the Kingdom of God first, and
everything else should be added to you." This verse illustrates how God will
give you all that you want. To fully believe this promise of God, you must
create and build a relationship with Him. This relationship will require you to
interact with Him every moment of your day and life.

2. God’s Plan For Your Life

Through this journey with Jesus, you will turn all your unbelief into some-
thing concrete, and your faith in God will definitely be stronger. Your relation-
ship with God will determine your Spiritual success; the stronger, the better!
Planning and achievinP a goal requires discipline and a commitment to
seeing it become a reality. It will also require prayer and worship. You must
learn to love God the most; there are no shortcuts!

Jeremiah 29:11 states, "For | know the plans | have for you, plans to prosper
¥ou and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." Once again, to
ully believe in what this scripture says, you must trust God one hundred
percent. If you want to surrender your life to Jesus, you must become God's
student. God's Holy Spirit will guide and remind you to do God's will.

R%gardless of where you are at this point in your life—single, married, with
kids, close to retirement, or retired—you should seek God every day to make
sure you enjoy the life he promises we all could have, a life with
abundance—money, your own home, a better job, success with your family
and kids, good health, and everything else.

When you read God's Bible, you can see how God wants you to live and how
happy he will be if you obey him. He also tells you how much he is willing to
give you by believing in all his promises. Your daily mindset should be finding
ways to increase {)our faith. Once again, the higher your faith, the more
confident you will be.

3. Increase Your Faith Daily

Why do | emphasize faith? Well, let's take a look at the definition of faith.
Hebrews 11:1 states, "Faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance
about what we do not see!" In other words, even if you do not see God, you
must believe He is in your life, guiding you and helping you live your daily life.
Once again, you must acknowledge his presence in your life with faith.

When you make your daily decisions, God guides you, assuming you allow
him to direct your life, whether for good or bad. Almost all of us behave in a
way that is contrary to what God wants us to do. We hurt others. We lie. We do
not love as much, and we do not obey Him. Because we have this tendency,
God has to intervene to help and save us. You probably know people who
suffer from mental, emotional, and physical pain, are poor and have very few
resources.

Because we tend to want to be independent of God and make our decisions
without allowing Him to guide us, God lets us make our choices until it's too
late. For example, we tend to make mistakes when we make financial
decisions, such as getting a job, going to college, getting married, buying a
car, purchasing a home, or retiring, without relying on him. That is the reason
why there are people who experience homelessness, divorce, illness,
bankruptcy, and other problems.

Fortunately, when we go through tough times, God is there to help us even
though we initially ignore him when making decisions—God uses those
experiences to make us stronger and wiser.
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4. God’s Holy Spirit Guides You

The providence of God is the concept that explains how involved God is in our
lives. In other words, when you meet people or when something happens that
you wonder how it happened, God orchestrated the whole situation. He makes
things or events occur, using the Holy Spirit to accomplish His will.

Through the Holy Spirit, God created our existence and the whole world. For
believers, God's Spirit dwells in them to guide and help them obey Him. Even if
you can't understand these concepts, God says in Proverbs 3:5, "Trust in the Lord
with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.”

The Holy Spirit is often described as God's active presence in the world, working
in the hearts and lives of believers. In the New Testament, particularly in the book
of Acts, the Holy Spirit is depicted as descending upon the apostles at Pentecost,
empowering them to spread the message of Jesus Christ.

I have been helping people with their finances for the last 23 years. My experienc-
es with my clients have consistently shown me how we get resources from God.
Your faith has to be strong to believe that God gives you what you want. Through
your faith, you will be able to trust in Him and be 100% confident that He will
continue to provide for you, now and during retirement.

As mentioned above, every day you have the opportunity to turn to Him to give
you the Holy Spirit. You will learn every day, and you will be challenged to make
changes in your life to prepare you for a life that consists of love and happiness.

Spiritual practices will provide individuals with a sense of solace, resilience, and
purpose, which may indirectly contribute to their ability to cope with financial
challenges. For many people, spirituality involves cultivating qualities like
gratitude, compassion, and mindfulness, which can positively influence
decision-making and resilience in the face of difficulties.

However, while spiritual practices can contribute to emotional and mental
well-being, they might not directly solve financial issues right away. Practical
steps like budgeting, education, and seeking financial advice are often necessary
to address the concrete aspects of financial challenges.

In essence, a holistic approach that combines practical financial strategies with
emotional and spiritual well-being can be beneficial for navigating and overcom-
ing financial difficulties.

Fostering a sense of abundance and gratitude involves shifting your perspective
and focusing on the positive aspects of your life. Here are some practical steps:

1. Practice Mindfulness: Be present in the moment and consciously appreciate
what you have. Mindfulness helps you recognize and savor the good things in
your life.

2. Gratitude Journal: Regularly write down things you are grateful for. This
practice can shift your focus from what's lacking to the abundance that exists.

3. Positive Affirmations: Use positive affirmations to reinforce a mindset of
abundance. Affirmations can reshape your thoughts and beliefs over time.

4. Help Others: Engaging in acts of kindness or helping others less fortunate can
highlight the abundance in your life and create a positive feedback loop.

5. Limit Comparisons: Avoid constant comparisons with others, especially in
terms of material possessions. Focus on your own journey and accomplishments.

6. Celebrate Small Wins: Acknowledge and celebrate even small achievements.
This cultivates a sense of accomplishment and abundance.

7. Simplify: Decluttering your physical space and simplifying your life can help
you appreciate the essentials and feel a sense of abundance.

8. Visualize Goals: Instead of focusing solely on what you lack, visualize your
goals and aspirations. This can create a sense of purpose and abundance in
potential achievements.

Remember, cultivating gratitude is an ongoing process. By consistently incorpo-
rating these practices into your daily life, you can gradually develop a mindset of
abundance and appreciate the richness of your experiences.

Wealth
DoIIary

Art De La Rosa

Financial Advisor/Realtor
USC Graduate/Author

(626)820-9013

www.wealthydollar.com

Y
[
J
y
DRE Lic#: 01791246 /
CA Lic#: 0D32909

-




