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New Roof on the Church of Saints Cyril and Methodius, in
the Uzhhorod suburb of Storozhnytsia
The written history of this Uzhhorod parish goes back to 1562; its origins are lost in the distant past. The parish was originally dedicated to Saint Nicholas, with churches in three regional
villages all served by the same priest. A series of wooden churches, all destroyed by fires,
served Storozhnytsia until 1822 when a stone church was built. This had to be replaced in 1928
due to structural problems and the decision was made to consecrate the new church to SS. Cyril
and Methodius, the first church in the eparchy of Mukachevo to be dedicated to the Apostles of
the Slavs.
One may wonder why it took 1,1 00 years to dedicate a church to these missionaries.
The answer lies in the difficult circumstances of Hungarian rule, which discouraged such dedications as part of the campaign to affiliate the people with loyalty to the Hungarian Crown and
State. This was particularly an issue when pan-Slav ideology spread throughout the Slavic lands
in the 19th century, which brought in heavy Russian influence, and Hungary responded with Magyarization campaigns of its minorities to bring
them into the Hungarian language and identity. So
it was only under Czechoslovakian rule that the
parish could be named in honor of the brothers
who brought the Faith to the region in the ninth
century. From 1949-1990 it was a Russian Orthodox parish. The local soviet sold the parish
house for use as a clinic, and maintenance of
this important church was restricted by the
communist government, in hopes that the church
would slowly succumb to the ravages of the damaged roof . Our 2017 Easter Card project raised
$4,600 for this project.
Thank you to all our donors, and now the roof is being fixed (photo above).
All support of the Mission Society’s work is in addition to members’ and donors’ existing
support of their local parish, their eparchy, and the Metropolia of Pittsburgh. Renewal of
our Mother Church in Central Europe cannot mean a diminishment of our financial and
spiritual dedication to the church in America.
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The interior of this church is magnificent. It is filled with
icons, frescoes, and woodwork created by the famous
Rusyn artist Joseph Bokshai. However, all this is endangered by a decaying roof. They need $8,855 in order to
have the roof professionally replaced; we have sent $4,600
for the cause. If you want to donate to this, please write
Roof on your check or the donation envelope. Remember
that (1) the Russian-sponsored war in eastern Ukraine has
resulted in Ukrainian money losing half its value; (2) many
adults are now working in western Europe, sending remittances home to their impoverished families. So every dollar counts and goes far!

Boronyavo History Part 2 1918-1990
With the end of the Great War (1914-1918), Austria-Hungary was dismantled and the
new republic of Czechoslovakia took over Subcarpathian Rus'. The Prague government was
hostile to Catholicism however, which caused problems for the Greek Catholics when Prague
chose to support the Orthodox Movement. Atheism also began to spread, and in 1928, two
atheists stole the Boronyavo icon on August 2 after the Saint Elias pilgrimage. One was a
local man, who was suddenly stricken with a fatal illness, and repented on his deathbed.
He told his children where he and his fellow thief had put the icon, and it was returned in
triumph.
The Basilian monks of the Mukachevo eparchy were the last branch of the Order to undergo a Vatican-ordered reform. The first novice after the reform was Blessed Paul Peter Gojdich, the future martyr for the Faith. He and other monks conducted missionary work to keep
the faithful in the Greek Catholic Church, or return to it. The pilgrimages to Boronyavo, Maly
Berezny and Mukachevo became occasions to build up the faith of the laity as thousands would
come to confess, pray, and receive Communion. The reform of St. Nicholas Province was finally completed in 1938, just as Europe lurched towards World War II.
In 1939, Czechoslovakia was destroyed, and Hungary re-occupied Subcarpathian Rus',
which was resisted by a pro-Ukrainian force
of peasants and students at the unequal battle
of Krasne Pole/ Red Field. The name comes
from the blood of the victims, many of whom
had received the Sacraments at Boronyavo
before the fighting. Hungarian rule ended with
the "liberation" of 1944-45 by the Red Army.
Boronyavo was the scene of fierce fighting,
and a number of local people were killed or
wounded in the battle against the retreating
Axis forces. But the reward for the struggles
of the people against fascism was not restoration to Czechoslovak rule, but annexation
into the USSR. Stalin demanded this so as to
have access to the passes through the Carpathian Mountains, which were used to suppress
Underground priests and faithful gathered for
the Hungarian Revolution of 1956 and the
illegal outdoor service, 1960
Prague Spring of 1968.
The Greek Catholic Church was ordered by the Soviets to unite with the Russian Orthodox Church. This was resisted
strongly by Bl. Theodore Romzha, bishop of Mukachevo, most of the parish clergy, laity and
the Basilians. The eparchy's two miracle-working icons of Our Lady (Mukachevo and Boronyavo) were given to trusted faithful and hidden away. The Boronyavo icon was concealed
in a house in Khust which belonged to the family of a novice who had been allowed to go home
when the monks were arrested. It was successfully hidden behind an enormous wooden wardrobe until 1991. On October 31, 1947, Bl. Theodore was martyred, and the pressure to join Orthodoxy increased greatly.
On August 22, 1947, Boronyavo was closed by the Soviets along with the houses in

Maly Berezny, Mukachevo and Uzhhorod, and the monks sent to the small house at Imstichevo
since they all refused to join the Orthodox Church. In addition eight Roman Catholic monasteries and convents and the four convents of the Basilian Sisters were shut down. The monks were
deported, with Father Joseph Zavadyak, OSBM, the last superior of Boronyavo, sentenced to 25
years in the Gulag, along with most of the monks, to the Gulag labor camps. This was a death
sentence, as no one could survive that long. In 1948, the Boronyavo shrine was transformed
into a kindergarten in 1949. In 1951, this was closed and the church became a storehouse for
grain and vegetables.
In 1953, half the monastery was pulled down, but after Stalin's death, most Gulag prisoners who were still alive were allowed to gradually return home. Father Zavadyak returned to
Khust, joining 242 other priests doing underground work in the territory, now called Transcarpathia. Attempts were now made by the villagers to restore the church, even painting the exterior, and sending petitions to the government to allow Greek Catholic services in the church
again. On August 2, 1957 (the feast of St. Elias on the Old Calendar), Father Zavadyak and a
crowd of over 200 tried to hold the annual pilgrimage at the site. People took an oath of loyalty
to the Holy See of Rome. The Communists arrived, literally with stones in their hands, and they
and the militia forcibly scattered the crowd, scattering them and overturning the tables set with
food for a festive meal. Later, after six elderly women filed an official complaint(1), the government had to come with up a solution. They finally consolidated the Orthodox parishes into
one, but steadfastly refused to reopen the shrine church. On December 3, 1958, Father Zavadka
was run down by a truck. Seeing that he was alive, three KGB agents jumped and beat him with
iron bars, just as was done to Bl. Theodore Romzha in 1947. Stalin might be dead, but Communism was very much alive. Father Zavadka died on December 4 and was mourned by thousands of faithful. Petitions still went to Kiev and Moscow asking for the reopening of the
church, always denied. A copy of the miraculous icon was set up in the Orthodox church in the
village, but this did not satisfy people. In 1960 a crowd of 2,000 attended an outdoor service, to
the dismay of the local authorities. 
Next issue - the return of the icon, and Boronyavo today.

____
1. The elderly women came forward as they stood little risk of being sent to jail or camps, whereas the men had
already been hit with heavy fines and threatened with prison for their involvement.

Boronyavo Mother of God, with
crowns sent by Pope Leo XIII

From the Chaplain:
1. Once again, our Church is turning to Eastern Europe for priests.
Our American Church goes back over 130 years, yet we are not
producing enough vocations to serve our parishes. Currently priests
from the Metropolia of Prešov in Slovakia and the Eparchy of Mukachevo serve across the United States. We send your donations to
the seminaries in Prešov and Uzhhord regularly. THE SEMINARIAN YOU HELP TODAY COULD BE YOUR PASTOR TOMORROW!
2. Your junk mail will not increase due to us! We never sell or give out names and addresses to
any other agency.
3. Christmas cards raised $3,080 for construction of a new church. Bishop Milan of Mukachevo
sends his sincere thanks for this, the Easter card campaign, and for all the help given by the donors. We are all prayed for regularly by the bishops and seminarians!

Reverend Father!
I turn to You with the request to help our parish of Blessed Theodore Romzha in Bohdan of the
Rakhiv district to put the outdoor floor around our church. There is a lot of water around the church
building. Because we are in mountains, when the rain comes, it stays for days. We need to make the
way for water to flow away from the road. For this purpose we will need 1200 US dollars, and we would
like to cover the road with outdoor paving, for which we will need other 3600 dollars. All together, only
for the materials makes 4800 US dollars.
Thanking You in advance, with the best regards, Yours in Christ,
Protopriest and Stavrophor (monk)
Volodymyr PRODANETS, Dean of Rakhiv deanery

The modern church of
Blessed Theodore Romzha
in Bohdan village, Rakhiv
district. The Latin cross is
used to distinguish it as a
Catholic church from the
now-Orthodox former village church. The house to
the right is being built
above street level to avoid
flooding.

Rakhiv is in eastern Transcarpathia, and famous for its forests and woodworking. However,
logging has been stripping the hillsides and degrading the environment. The Soviets had no regard for protecting the environment, and that legacy endures with illegal practices that have resulted in flooding of the narrow valleys, which was never known to happen before. Also the
collapsing economy means that village roads are not maintained, and streets are now packed
dirt instead of being asphalt. Drains and paving will spare the church from being damaged.
Please mark your donation "Rakhiv" on your check or on the donation envelope.

Prayer at the outdoor crucifix

