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FROM THE CHAPLAIN
Glory to Jesus Christ, and greetings from Albuquerque! We are still here,
after an overly interesting year. Your ongoing generosity and support has
been wonderful. Luba Kmetyk answers the mail and your donations keep
coming in. Thank you.
We have continued to send disbursements to both Slovakia and the Mukachevo eparchy. Archbishop Babjak has specifically asked for Divine Liturgy
intentions, as you will see in his enclosed letter. We have beautiful Divine
Liturgy cards, with the Boronyavo icon on the cover and history on the back.
Inside you can put your intentions, for the living or deceased. Too often we
wait until a death to have Liturgies offered, but the gift of the Eucharistic Sacrifice in behalf of someone is a marvelous gift!
The Sisters of Saint Basil have reorganized themselves in Uzhhorod and
they are undertaking a bold building program. Their new monastery church
was dedicated on the 90th anniversary of the arrival of the first Sisters in the
Mukachevo eparchy. More will be found inside.
The bishops are always grateful to hear from us, as a sign of both financial
support but also that they are not forgotten. And you have been faithful as
well, despite my inability to get a newsletter out until now. Thank you! My
goal is always to do more, but too often my health issues get in the way. In
your prayers, please remember me, so that this important work will flourish
more. Thank you, and may the newborn Christ Child, Savior of the world,
guide us all into a holy 2013.

Rev. Father Christopher
Zugger, Mission Society
of The Mother of God
of Boronyavo chaplain

SISTERS OF ST BASIL
The Kingdom of Hungary, which ruled the territory of our Church, had forbidden the establishment of Greek Catholic monasteries of nuns. After the collapse of the empire in 1918, and the creation of new countries, Bishop Papp decided to invite our Sisters to come to Czechoslovakia. The Sisters of Saint Basil arrived in the Mukachevo eparchy on September 13, 1922. Five Sisters arrived from
the monastery in Stanislaviv, Poland, after many difficulties. At their height, there were 90 Sisters
teaching, nursing, and caring for orphans. There were six monasteries in Czechoslovakia and one at
Maria Pocs in Hungary. With the communist takeovers in 1945-1948, all of this work came to an end.
The Sisters in the Mukachevo eparchy were scattered into their parents’ homes, or communal apartments and their monasteries taken over for secular use. Conditions were so bad that many nuns died
of tuberculosis brought about by malnutrition and poor living conditions. After 1977, the surviving
All support of the Mission Society’s work is in addition to members’ and donors’ existing
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Sisters were able to receive novices, who were professed in
the habits that they would only wear again at their funerals.
The Sisters did clandestine catechetism teaching and wrote
prayer books and catechisms by hand, all of which was very
dangerous under Soviet law. One Sister, Sr. Teofilia, was exiled to the Arctic fisheries, because she was a witness to the
murder of Bl. Theodore Romzha. She attributed her survival
to his intercession, as she returned home weighing 80
pounds, and had to be carried in a stretcher. Sister Olga is the
oldest survivor, 93 years old, living in Khust.
Today the Sisters teach catechism in all of the parishes in
Uzhhorod. The
former monastery
was cut up into
apartments, and
the government
has not provided
an alternative
home or compensation, an unfortunate reality in
Ukraine, but the
city council has
granted a hillside
parcel of land.
Undaunted, they Consecration of the Monastery Church,
have finished
9-16-12.
their church and
are now building
a home. The basement foundation is complete, as are hookups for the utilities.
Now they are putting up the walls and roof: this stage will
cost $50,000. That includes the windows, partition walls and
floors, and doors. Please mark your donation on the envelope
provided.

The hillside site of
the Monastery
Church overlooks
the capital city.

Other Mission Society Work
The Theodore Romzha Seminary was built in haste in the 1990s, as the first seminarians were living
in metal boxcars on the site given to the Greek Catholic Church by the city soviet. The materials of the
Soviet era were not always the best, and not energy-efficient. The leaking roof is now being repaired,
thanks to help from several European charities. However the windows need to be replaced ($500 for
each one), the heating system works poorly, and the new library is being built. These are all things
which need your support.
In Korolevo, the orphanage is flourishing, with separate residences for boys and girls. There are five
Sisters of Saint Joseph serving there, with lay workers and volunteers. The abandoned school that stood
in desolation in the 1990s has become a home filled with children’s laughter, with classrooms for learning and dormitories for living. Two young ladies graduated this year into adult life. Claudia Balogh is
working as a hair stylist, and Tatiana Demyanets is working in the entertainment industry. A formal
graduation ball was held to celebrate their accomplishments. The staff writes: “We are confident that
they will pass the exams of life with distinction. We wish them health, happiness, meetings with good
people, and that they find their callings in life.”

PROGRESS IN UZHHOROD AND INTERIOR OF THE OBLAST
The Uzhhorod parishes today number 11. Of
these, two have built new churches, three old
churches were returned by the Orthodox, one
church is shared with the Orthodox, three have
concrete foundations done, and two churches
are more than half-built. In the countryside,
church and chapel construction has continued.
Photo to left: Children at the consecration of
St. John the Baptist church, October 7, Irshava
deanery.

Photo to
right: Consecration of the altar of the Church of the Holy Virgin, Kosivka Polyana, Velykobychkivckoho deanery.

Parish house projects in Mukachevo eparchy: a parish house provides reading room, classrooms in basement and ground floors, and
a residence for the priest and his family on the upper floor. Here are
parishes that can use our help:
Photo to left: St. Michael’s parish community in Verbyazh, Volovets deanery, Parish adminstrator Father Vasil Kupar with his wife
and baby. Father Kupar was ordained a year ago. The family
needs furniture for the bedroom, living room, children’s room,
kitchen and for their catechism classes.
The double parishes of Holy Spirit and St. Michael the Archangel in
Klynovets is working on the expansion of the parish house to make
more catechism classrooms. Father Jurij Palyukh is the administrator of
both. Descent of the Holy Spirit church was used as a chemical storehouse in Soviet days, and St. Michael by the Russian Orthodox. In 1989,
the entire town returned to the Greek Catholic faith, and work was begun on restoration of the Holy Spirit church. The original parish house
is in a different village, which has remained Orthodox, so a new house
is being built in Klynovets. In addition he has to serve three villages
with a total of 120 families – a lot of driving on the weekend! This parish house includes an agape kitchen, classrooms, office and a public
bathroom. The attic level will be the priest’s living quarters. In the near
future, the goal is to have classrooms to serve the five churches. They are asking for $4,000 to provide
for heating and classrooms. This would be a great Christmas present!

