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Conservation trade offs

Well documented, not new, but always relevant
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Conservation 101

Conservation practices are managed as part of a system
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Cover crops
can reduce P loss
in runoff and
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Vegetative buffers

can trap particulate

P and take up some
soluble P
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Buildup of soil P and
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Cover crops can
be a source of P

Wetlands and vegetative buffers
can transition from being a sink to
source of P to runoff

Frequent soil and manure testing,
subsurface injection, and avoiding
application to areas prone to runoff and
erosion, will maximize crop uptake while
reducing runoff and leaching

surface can be a in runoff
source of P to runoff
Subsurface injection In-field

management of
cover crop can
reduce potential
for P runoff

reduces potential
for P runoff

Treatment of wetlands and buffers
with waste byproducts that can
bind P may decrease P runoff



Conservation practices
Traps

CONSTRUCTED WETLANDS

Riparian forest buffers

Conservation terraces Water and sediment control basins



Conservation practices
Trapping processes
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