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A8OJAIVALLEYNEWSFriday,October21,2022

Editorial

Co-optingtheclimateflag
LauraRearwinWard,publisher thesolarproiectrecentlvcompletedbythecity

ofOiai,orwithanotadozenclimate-mingaton

Иrappingoneselfintheflag,swelled
withrighteousmoralitv-witha

strongconnectiontoavoterbase

whotearbothchangeandoutsiders,
armedwithabandorspeechwritersandTristv

grantwriting,education.localordinancesrelatedte

opportunitiestomention.Committeemembers'in-

winningcampaignstategy
Itworkedinournationalelectionin2016.Andit

wassuccessfulinOlaiin2020.Andifit'snotbroken

oullaingcodes.Inecandidatesmecommittee

Theflagshavechanged,butthetacticsremain

joinedwithalocalenvironmentalactiongroupand

housingtrombeinobuiltbecauseoftheadded

Alocalcitizenactiongroup,formerlvanOiai

CitCounciladhoccommittee,becameaprivate

tatforHumanityofVenturaCount,cametoOiai

CityCouncilinAprilanddoubtedthatitwouldbe

financiallvfeasibletobuildattordable,allelectric

environmentalgroupsinthestatescalladvocating
membersandbecameaprivatecizensgroup.Ine

groupcontinuestousethenameitusedasacitv-

createdcommittee."ClimateEmergencMobiliza

tionCommittee.

Thecommittee,turnedcitizenadvocacygroup,

Theslateofcandidatesthisprivatecitizengroup
hasputforwardas"climatecandidates"havelittle

vearsononeitem-theelectriticationoOjaicity
secuictiveHowovertheconsequencesoffOlION_

InotheIvIbYacendaarea

accordingtOAssemovmemberStevebennett.the

tedclimate"flaghigherthanthenext.The
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OjaiValleyNewsphotobyKimberlyRivers

RemovaloftwotreesbeganonOct.10inMeinersOaksandbyOct.12mostofthelimbsandfoliagehad

beenremoved

Heritageoaksdeservebetterprotection
therainintheirdeeprootstructureallowingthe

watertoinfiltratethesoil,ensuringmoreground

metaphoricalflagdoesn'tbelongtoanvInhisspeechtotheOiaiValleyDemocraticClub,

Mr.Bennettsaidthatreachingclimategoalswill

heoronsachievement.tO

flagbelongstous-theresidentsotOjai,regard-
lessorhow'onothey

date.nasbeentOassistthecivintheacontionof

Ujalwavesthenlagoiclimateconcerntogether,

mentthatisconsideredlargelvsvmbolic,evenby

Theoriginaladhoccitycommitteewastasked

withbringingsuggestionsforwardtohelpthecity

•avocainecountryovermeliagor

theUnitedStates.TheU.S.flagisforallofus.There

areno"real"Americansandthereareno"real"

Ojalans.Wearealltheluckyvisitorswalkingthis

EarthandthetrailsoftheOjaiValley
sadiv.Olarhasbecomeamicrocosmorthecoun-
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calthinking
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