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This Information Packet is a summary of the findings concerning the safety issues for 
pedestrians, bicyclists and vehicle drivers in the corridor from Laguna Street, along 
East Olivos Street through the intersections with Alameda Padre Serra and Mountain 
Drive, across Mission Creek Bridge, onto Mission Canyon Road, through the 
intersection with Puesta del Sol Road to the intersection with Las Encinas Road.  The 
Packet has been produced by Concerned Citizens for Safe Passage, a working 
group of volunteers representing neighborhood associations, the institutions and 
property owners that are within this corridor, and representatives from community 
organizations concerned with the preservation and enhancement of our historic 
resources.  
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CONCERNED CITIZENS FOR SAFE PASSAGE MISSION STATEMENT 
 
The Safe Passage – Mission Historical Park to Mission Canyon Working 
Group consists of institutional, civic, neighborhood associations and private 
property stakeholders who are interested in improving the pedestrian circulation 
in the lower Mission Canyon area across Mission Creek Bridge in the interest of 
public safety and enjoyment of one of Santa Barbara’s most historic 
neighborhoods. 
 
The mission of the Working Group is to explore shared needs and interests, 
study possible strategies for the improvement of pedestrian circulation while 
protecting, and possibly enhancing, historical and environmental resources, and 
to rally public agencies to support improvements. The goals of the Group’s work 
include: 
 

 Making it safer and more inviting for pedestrians to move between the 
lower Old Mission area and the various institutions and neighborhoods 
northward along Mission Canyon Road. 

 Prevent accidents by segregating pedestrians and bicycles from vehicular 
traffic lanes where possible.  

 Improving emergency evacuation corridors. 

 Improving public enjoyment of the remarkable historical and environmental 
resources of the area by providing scenic safe walking corridors. 

 Preserving and celebrating the historical resources unique to this 
neighborhood. 

 Developing an improvement plan with components that will respect the 
inherent constraints of preexisting conditions; that will meet applicable 
government regulations and engineering standards; and, that will be 
eligible for funding from available financial resources.  

 

Overview: Safe Passage in a Historically Significant Part of Our Community 

 
For many decades, our community has been faced with the vehicular and pedestrian safety 
issues present in the “bottleneck” of roadways and intersections on the south and north sides 
of the historic Mission Creek Bridge.  Attachment A is a map that illustrates this area, the 
Bridge and the layout of these roadways and intersections.  The map also identifies the 
adjacent properties, the respective owners of these properties and the jurisdictional boundary 
between the County and the City of Santa Barbara.  In addition to the Bridge, this area is home 
to numerous historic resources and as such is a key part of our community’s historical 
heritage.   
 
Those most affected by this “bottleneck” include residents in the adjacent neighborhoods, 
those who work at or visit the many institutions and public parks, and the school children who 
attend the public and private schools located nearby.  In the past, a range of improvements 
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have been proposed, but to date no significant changes have been made to reduce the safety 
risks even though we believe traffic volumes have increased.  Rather than just sit on our hands 
and watch the safety of this corridor worsen, a Working Group comprised of and representing 
Key Stakeholders has been formed to take on the challenge to identify the problems and 
constraints, and to support improvements that will provide safe passage in this historically 
significant part of our community.  
 
As one reviews this Information Packet, please note that our work product has, for the most 
part, been achieved with the extraordinary volunteer effort by Working Group members.  In 
addition, financial contributions have been made to the project by several Key Stakeholder 
organizations and individual members of the Working Group.  In addition, in-kind contributions 
have been made by the Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History (SBMNH), the Santa 
Barbara Woman’s Club and Old Mission Santa Barbara who have all provided meeting rooms 
and related amenities for the Working Group’s meetings.  The SBMNH has also provided staff 
support for meeting logistics, documentation of our work product and creation of a website.   
 
 
Progress to Date by the Working Group 
 
Beginning in the fall of 2010, a Core Team was formed to: 1) draft a Mission Statement; 2) 
identify and engage a comprehensive list of Key Stakeholders; and 3) develop a tentative 
“action plan” to help provide focus for the larger Working Group.  In the Spring of 2011, the 
Core Team convened a twenty-plus member Working Group comprised of representatives 
from the three (3) adjacent neighborhood associations, the numerous institutions and private 
property owners located in this area, along with several individuals who have knowledge and 
first-hand experience with the preservation of the historical resources located on or adjacent to 
this corridor.    
 
From June 2011 through to May 2012, the Working Group has held a series of nine (9) two - 
three hour work-sessions including a ‘walk-about’ of the Safe Passage Corridor.   Early on in 
these work-sessions, the Group adopted its Mission Statement, making revisions to the earlier 
draft prepared by the Core Team. 
 
Recognizing that achievement of the goals articulated in the Mission Statement will require a 
long-term commitment, the focus of the Working Group during this initial phase has been on 
the following objectives: 
 

1) Engaging Stakeholders to build positive relationships based on respect, honesty and 
open-mindedness; 

2) Documenting safety related issues within the Safe Passage Corridor and stimulating 
creativity to identify potential improvements for further study; 

3) Preparing an Information Packet that summarizes the progress made to date by the 
Working Group for use in the next phase of the project; 

4) Formalizing endorsement of the Working Group’s findings by the Stakeholder entities 
that they represent; and  
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5) Initiating an outreach effort to a broader list of Key Stakeholders including government 
agencies that have jurisdiction and related responsibilities for improving the safety 
within this corridor. 

 
 
Safe Passage Corridor Map 
 
In the work-sessions following the ‘walk-about’, the Working Group developed a long list of 
safety related issues, and brainstormed various approaches for how these issues might be 
addressed.  The “findings’ from this process have been organized starting with the drafting of 
the Safe Passage Corridor Map (Attachment B) and a Historic Resources Overlay 
(Attachment C) to the Corridor Map.   
 
Given the numerous safety issues identified by the Working Group and the numerous historic 
resources, the Safe Passage Corridor Map is divided into ten (10) Segments labeled “A” to 
“J”.   A series of summary sheets have been prepared for each of the Segments.  Please refer 
to Attachment D for the summary sheets.  Each summary sheet contains a chart along with 
photographs that identify the specific safety related issues and historic resources that are 
present in each of the Segments.  Attachment D also includes photos showing the condition 
of the existing signage in the corridor and photos showing the deteriorated condition of existing 
walkways. 
 
 
Overarching Complexities 
 
As the Working Group learned in more detail, and as one reviews the Corridor Map, the 
Historic Resources Overlay and Segment summary sheets in Attachment D, one will 
recognize that there are a few overarching complexities that must be addressed when 
considering potential improvements within this area.  These overarching complexities include 
the following: 

 

 Traffic Volumes and Circulation – Following are a few facts related to the complexity 
of the Safe Passage Corridor: 
 
 Mission Canyon Road, Mountain Drive and Alameda Padre Serra are all 

critically important emergency evacuation routes from neighborhoods in Mission 
Canyon, the foothills and Riviera. 
 

 Normal traffic volumes (Average Daily Trips) are 10,700 in the bottleneck area 
on Mission Canyon Road south of Puesta Del Sol, with an average peak of 
1,000 cars in the evening rush-hour.  (These counts were conducted by 
Associated Transportation Engineers for SBMNH in April of 2011 as part of their 
Master Plan application process). 
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 A conservative estimate of the number of visitors annually to three of the major 
institutional uses along the corridor include the following: 

 
 Old Mission Santa Barbara – The number of annual visitors to the Mission are 

estimated to range between 750,000 to 1,000,000 individuals. (This does not 
include those who attend regular religious services throughout the year nor does 
it include those who attend major events held at the Mission during Old Spanish 
Days/Fiesta, I Madonnari, among others.); 
 

 Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History - Annual attendance has varied 
over the years with a maximum of 196,000 individuals. (This does not include 
staff, but includes visitors to exhibits, participants in educational programs, 
special events, volunteers, meetings of community groups, etc.); and 

 
 Santa Barbara Woman’s Club – Annually, approximately 14,000 individuals 

attend events and activities at Rockwood. (This does not include the club’s full-
time staff or those that live on site.) 
 

 During the school year, 750 to 1,000 elementary school children, with their 
teachers and volunteer parents, walk in groups of 30-35 from Roosevelt 
Elementary School up through the corridor to the SBMNH and then back to the 
School.  In addition to Roosevelt Elementary School, the Garden Street Academy 
is adjacent to the Safe Passage Corridor and the intersections in the corridor provide 
access to and from the Marymount School and Santa Barbara Middle School 
campuses, both located nearby in the Riviera neighborhood. Further, schools from 
throughout southern California bring hundreds of buses loaded with school children 
throughout the school year to visit the Old Mission and SBMNH for educational 
tours. 

 

 Historic Resources – As we have emphasized in this Information Packet, the safe 
passage corridor lies within one of the most historically significant parts of our 
community.  There are numerous historical resources that are visible above the 
ground, but also many that lie underground.  Some of these resources are degrading 
before our eyes and deserve immediate attention for preservation and restoration. 
These historic resources add to the complexity of making changes to reduce the safety 
risks for pedestrians, cyclists, and motor vehicles that traverse through these roadways.  
Nevertheless, preservation (and restoration) of these historic resources is very much 
tied to our community values as well as to our community’s economic health.  To better 
appreciate the complexity of this reality, please refer to Attachment E, Historic 
Resources in Lower Mission Canyon, which is a summary description of these 
resources and their respective sensitivity.  Also, please refer to Attachment F which is 
a map that shows the boundaries of existing mapped areas designating the sensitivity of 
the archeological and historical significance within this area.  
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 Multiple Jurisdictions – in addition to the jurisdictional complexities related to cultural 
resources, there are government agencies that will not only be involved as adjacent 
property owners, but will need to take the lead with the permit processing, fundraising 
and implementation of safety improvements within the roadways.  These jurisdictions 
include the City and County of Santa Barbara, and their respective boards, 
commissions and departments.  In addition, state and/or federal agencies may have 
jurisdiction over proposed improvements that may affect the Mission Creek corridor. 

 
 
The Challenges Ahead 
 
The Working Group has learned a great deal about this corridor and what it will take to move 
forward to address the safety issues.  We believe progress will be made if the following occurs: 
 

 The Key Stakeholders (the neighborhood associations, the institutions and private 
property owners within the corridor and the advocates for preservation of our historic 
resources) must all remain committed to building on the strong relationships that have 
been created to date.  This on-going commitment is what will get the attention of 
government officials (elected officials and staff) and overtime keep them engaged in the 
work necessary to improve the safety of this corridor.  This commitment will also be 
critical to building a broader base of support, from other community organizations and 
the public at large. 
 
Please refer to Attachment G which includes letters of support received to date from 
our Key Stakeholders.  In addition to these formal letters, our Key Stakeholders and 
individual members of the Working Group have contributed to date a total of $2,500 to 
help pay for hard costs associated with production of this Information Packet and other 
expenses that may be incurred as the project moves forward. 

 

 Given the overarching complexities, it will be important to separate out a list of “just do 
its” that would help address some of the safety issues in the near term (even on a 
temporary basis) from the more complicated problem areas and their potential solutions 
that will require more in-depth study and a longer time-frame for implementation. 

 

 Recognizing the overarching complexities related to the issues involved in pursuing 
safety improvements within this corridor, and the long-term studies that may need to be 
undertaken, consideration should be given to development of a Master Plan (and/or 
formation of a special district) for adoption by the City and County of Santa Barbara.  
The primary purpose of this Master Plan would be to keep both entities “on the same 
page” and provide a tool for measuring progress in future years.  If there is support to 
pursue a Master Plan, our Working Group would be willing to assist with its 
development and ultimately with its implementation.  
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Attachments 
 
Attachment A – Parcel Map with Jurisdictional Boundaries 

Attachment B – Safe Passage Corridor Map 

Attachment C – Historic Resources Overlay Map 

Attachment D – Corridor Segment Summary Sheets 

Attachment E – Historic Resources in Lower Mission Canyon 

Attachment F – Safe Passage Cultural Resources Overlay Map 

Attachment G – Letters of Support from Key Stakeholders 

1)   Santa Barbara Conservancy  
2)   Pearl Chase Society  
3)   Upper East Association  
4)   Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History  
5)   Santa Barbara Trust for Historic Preservation 
6)   Garden Street Academy 
7)   Pearl Chase Society  
8)   Phoenix of Santa Barbara 
9)   Mission Canyon Association  
10)   Kay Family Trust  
11)   Old Mission Santa Barbara 
12)   Santa Barbara Woman’s Club 

 

All reproductions generously provided by: 
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ATTACHMENT E 
 

HISTORIC RESOURCES IN LOWER MISSION CANYON 
Mission Canyon Safe Passage Core Group 

March 31, 2012  
 

By Mary Louise Days for the Subcommittee on Preservation & Enhancement of 
Historic Resources 

 
 

Lower Mission Canyon and the Mission Santa Barbara area are replete with cultural 
(historic, archaeological and landscape) resources.  Many of them are Mission-period 
Spanish colonial features; others date from the late nineteenth and early twentieth 
centuries.  European settlement in Santa Barbara began with the founding of the Royal 
Presidio on April 21, 1782.  When permission was given to establish a mission to serve 
the local Native American Indian population Mission Santa Barbara was founded on 
December 4, 1786, and an escolta (guard) from the presidio garrison protected it. 
 
The Mission Santa Barbara National Historic Landmark District encompasses the 
mission church, its cemetery, the front quadrangle and sacred garden, the fountain and 
lavanderia, and the following features located in Mission Historical Park: the remains of 
the pottery, the tanning vats, the stone building on Alameda Padre Serra, and the filter 
house, upper reservoir, grist mill and lower reservoir, including all aqueduct segments 
and miscellaneous remnants of archaeological features. (Ref. National Historic Landmark 
District Nomination Form, Jan. 2000, pages 7 and 8, map 10)  The entire area is within 
the Mission Complex and Waterworks section of the City of Santa Barbara Master 
Environmental Assessment’s Archaeological Resources Sensitivity Map (1997) and some 
of it is shown on the Prehistoric Sites and Watercourses Map. 
 
Mission Santa Barbara is a designated National Historic Landmark and NHL District, a 
California Historic Landmark, a City of Santa Barbara Landmark, and is on the National 
Register of Historic Places. 
 
Mission Historical Park’s City Landmark designation includes the City-owned park of 
10+ acres and all Mission period structures within it, including two reservoirs, plus the 
Cota Sycamore tree located between East Los Olivos Street and the Mission cemetery 
wall, all park aqueducts as well as the portion near the sycamore tree and the portion on 
the east side of the bridge, the 1891 stone bridge over Mission Creek (Arroyo Pedregoso), 
and the 1910 Oliver trough-fountain at the intersection of West Mountain Drive and 
Mission Canyon Rd./Los Olivos Street.     
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The sandstone walls bordering the Old Mission property, the former Hazard 
properties, and the Museum of Natural History properties.   These late nineteenth 
century stone walls include the wall fronting St. Mary’s Retreat House (Mission Hill 
Estate of Caroline Hazard) and the museum, as well as the wall bordering the Kay 
property at 609 Mission Canyon Road.  Mr. and Mrs. David Kay had been employees of 
the Hazard family.  The border/retaining walls were constructed by Joseph Dover of 
Santa Barbara in 1891.  Mission Hill’s aqueduct and its elevated support structure ending 
at the remnant on the west side of Los Olivos Street are significant mission-period 
artifacts.  Until the 1880s there was a portion of the elevated arched section of this 
aqueduct in place south of Mission Creek.   
 
St. Mary’s Retreat House property, 505 E. Los Olivos Street, consists of two main 
houses (Mission Hill and Dial House) and the grounds of the Rowland Hazard estate.  
Mr. Hazard purchased the hill property from Dr. S.B.P. Knox in February 1885 and 
immediately constructed a house called “Mission Hill” to replace an earlier one that had 
burned prior to the purchase.  Nearby properties were added to the estate in subsequent 
years.  Miss Caroline Hazard, Mr. Hazard’s daughter, inherited the property upon Mr. 
Hazard’s death in 1898.  In 1916-1917 a house named “Dial House” for the sundial on 
the nearby aqueduct wall was built for her brother Rowland Gibson Hazard II (1855-
1918).  Miss Hazard (1856-1945) was born in Peace Dale, Rhode Island, served as 
president of Wellesley College in Massachusetts from 1899 to 1910 and was a generous 
benefactress of the college.  An author, poet and philanthropist, she was the holder of 
several honorary degrees and was one of the donors of a portion of Mission Historical 
Park.  In 1922 Miss Hazard’s sister-in-law, Mary P. Bushnell Hazard, contributed funds 
to build new buildings for the Museum of Comparative Oology in memory of her late 
husband.  Founded in 1916, the museum was considered of great importance by Rowland 
G. Hazard.  The institution’s name was changed to Santa Barbara Museum of Natural 
History in 1923.     
 
The Hazards’ former Mission Hill estate is situated between Mission Santa Barbara and 
Mission Creek, and previously included the Museum of Natural History’s original 
property and the Kay land as well.  The Sisters of the Holy Nativity acquired the property 
in 1955.  The Brothers of the Holy Cross have resided at this active retreat center since 
their Mount Calvary home in the Rattlesnake Canyon area was destroyed in a wildfire. 
 
The stone retaining wall abutting the Mission-period Filter House and bordering W. 
Mountain Drive.  This wall divides the northerly portion of Mission Historical Park 
from Mountain Drive and forms its border.  A column covered by vines is located at the 
street intersection and may have a connection with the Mission-period lower reservoir. 
 
The stone bridge and the Oliver Trough-Fountain.  See Mission Historical Park’s City 
Landmark description above.  The bridge was designed and partially paid for by Rowland 
Hazard in 1891.  He also supervised its construction by Dover and Woods, a local 
masonry firm.  Another donor to the construction was Enoch J. Marsh, who bought land 
on the north side of Mission Creek.  The bridge is said to be the oldest extant in the 
county.    In 1910 Mrs. G.S.J. Oliver hired stonemason George Robson to construct the 
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trough-fountain in her late husband’s memory.  It was comprised of sizable boulders from 
the area. The job was finished in September and newspaper accounts described it as “a 
beautiful sanitary drinking fountain for horse and man.” They reported that “drinking 
water for persons comes up in a single stream and the flow is entirely sanitary, while a 
continuous flow in the trough makes this constantly fresh and pure.”  The bronze plaque 
on a boulder reads “In Memory of George Stuart Johannot Oliver Who Loved This 
Canon 1910.”  The Olivers owned adjacent land and their home was called “Rocky 
Nook.”  In July 1890 a wildfire had nearly destroyed it.  This threat very likely led to the 
proposal to construct a stone bridge over the creek. 
 
The Santa Barbara Museum of Natural History campus includes Spanish Revival 
style structures and stone walls that are designated as City of Santa Barbara Structures of 
Merit.  These are the original 1922 quadrangle, the 1926 Indian Hall, the Botany Hall, 
Mammal Hall, the Library, the bordering stone walls and the 1938 Fleischmann Lecture 
Hall.  The architects were Floyd Brewster, Carleton Winslow, Sr., and Chester Carjola.  
The land was given to the predecessor museum by Miss Caroline Hazard and 
construction was financed by her sister-in-law Mrs. Rowland G. Hazard II. 
 
 
Rocky Nook Park is a County of Santa Barbara park outside of the City Limits.  The 
land was previously “Rocky Nook,” the home of G.S.J. Oliver, Frances Dabney Oliver 
and their family.  Mr. Oliver had been a diplomat serving in the Azores Islands.  In 1892 
he had purchased large pieces of Mission Canyon land from the Roman Catholic bishop 
and from E.J. Marsh.  In early 1928 Samuel J. Stanwood purchased a creekside property 
from the estate of Mrs. Oliver.  A few months later he and his wife Carolyn C. Stanwood 
transferred the land to the County National Bank and Trust Company of Santa Barbara.  
Two days later the bank deeded it to the County of Santa Barbara as a gift in memory of 
Frances Dabney Oliver from her friends the Stanwoods.   A plaque recognizing Samuel 
and Carolyn Stanwood for this gift was placed in Rocky Nook Park in 1993.  They had 
been prominent citizens—Sam Stanwood  had served as a longtime Santa Barbara 
County supervisor and twenty-year El Presidente of Old Spanish Days. 
 
Rockwood, 670 Mission Canyon Road, is the home of the Santa Barbara Woman’s 
Club.  The present building was designed in the Spanish Revival style by Edwards, 
Plunkett and Howell and built in 1928.  Previously there had been a handsome partial-
stone residence on the property and it became the Rockwood Inn, or the Rockwood Hotel 
and Bungalows.  The main building was built in 1913 by the E.J. Marsh family, who had 
come to California in 1890 and relocated to Mission Canyon.  Mrs. F.M. Weston was 
proprietor of the inn for several years.  The property was sold in 1921, then in early 1927 
the building burned, although a few bungalows were saved.  The Woman’s Club 
purchased the property and constructed a new clubhouse.  Later, additional property was 
added to its holdings with assistance from Mrs. Samuel Stanwood, Mrs. Max Schott and 
other members. 
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679 Mission Canyon Road, former home of artist Fernand Lungren, was built beginning 
in 1906, when Lungren and his wife Henrietta relocated to Santa Barbara from Los 
Angeles.  They had previously lived in New York and Europe.  He was born in 
Hagerstown, Maryland, in 1857 and raised in Ohio.  He studied art in the U.S. and 
Europe, working as an illustrator and landscape painter.  In 1892 he paid his first visit to 
the west and became enamored with it.  Lungren was hired by the Santa Fe Railroad to 
paint Southwest scenes for advertising purposes.  He later built his Mission Canyon 
house of adobe bricks in a Pueblo style; it was damaged in the 1925 earthquake and 
repaired.  Lungren became involved with city planning and the arts through the Civic 
League and the Community Arts Assocation, and was a founder of the Santa Barbara 
School of the Arts.  He has been described as a premier painter of the American 
Southwest.  Fernand Lungren died in 1932 and bequeathed his personal collection to 
what is now U.C.S.B.  In later years alterations and additions were made to the former 
Lungren residence.  The street number ceramic plaques at the driveway entrance were 
made by a former owner, Ruth Wathey, who lived there for several years with her 
husband James M. Perry. 
 
Glendessary House, built for Robert Cameron Rogers in 1899-1900, is the sole County 
Landmark in the region.  Samuel M. Ilsley was the architect and Christoph Tornoe was 
the contractor for the Tudor Revival style mansion.  In 1894 Santa Barbara resident 
R.Cameron Rogers wrote the poem “The Rosary,” later the lyrics for a well-known song.  
This poem, another by Rogers, and several by Caroline Hazard are printed in the 1922 
booklet “Santa Barbara Songs.”  Rogers was also affiliated with local businesses and 
organizations.  He and Mr. Tornoe were trustees of the Mission Canyon School District at 
the turn of the twentieth century.  Later Glendessary became the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
W. Edwin Gledhill, portrait photographers.  Mr. Gledhill was instrumental in the creation 
of Santa Barbara’s “El Pueblo Viejo” district.  The library at the Santa Barbara Historical 
Museum is named in his honor. 
 
Other features such as sections of the Museum of Natural History, certain Plaza Rubio 
houses, and the former St. Anthony’s Seminary are eligible to be City Landmarks.  
Archaeologically significant resources may be revealed at any time. 
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