Bertie the E30 318iS

e relocated to the Momington
Peninsula in 2009,

Shortly thereafter we noticed a small
ned BMW diriven by an elderly lady,
npping around transporting small
idds and dogs oll over the ploce. She
hwrned out to be the grandmother of
thi family living in the street behind
our horme,

| After o few yeors the red BMW woas
| epdoced by o small black Audi.

We found out much later thot the BMW
hed an engine seizune just up the road
and was towed bock to the garage of
the house behind us, There was some
discussion that eventually it might e
fixed ond used to teach the grandsons
o drinve.

Meanwhile | hod discovered it was
there and noticed it wos on E30 318i5.
| expressed o mild interest in buying

It if they wanted to get rid of it, but
thesy still harboured o plan to repair
thix engine and use it o learmer wehicle.
Thiey were quoted about 517,000 for a
restoration,

So there it sat in the garage for about
seven years - until Jonuory 2022,

The family's oldest grondson decided
he would rather hove o Motocross bike
ond we reopened sale discussions,
ogreaing on a figure of 55,000 for the
E30 - as k.

My new vehicle was christened “Bertie
the E30" and we looded her onto the
cor troiler and brought her [around the
block) to her mew home.,

A good dose of pressure wash
revealed the body was in excellent
condition. The anly rust found was

the sunrool. Strangely the sunroof
mechanism ond mounting points wene
perfect.

On close inspection, the engine had
locked up due to o plece of the iming
chain tensioner breaking oway and
becoming jommed between the chain
ond sprocket!

| toyed with a plon to recondition the
M2 engine, which had done 351,000
km,

Meanwhile, | discovered the British
"E30 fone® website and educoted
myself on the "ins and outs® of E30s.

I searched "M42 engine® on eBay ond
discovered one for sale, It was from a
1995 E36 31815 which hod been parted
out after 57,000 km. The engine was in
perfect “os new™ condition and was for
sale for 51,900,

"E30 fone" advised it was only o
matter of swapping ports from the
original engine onto the laber model.
The original E30 sump, inlet manifold,
throttle body ond injectors, valve cover,
exhaust manifold, ivwheel and new
clutch, harmonic balancer, alternator,
poswer steering pump and ASC pump
were swapped to this E36 M4l Also
the temperature gouge sender unit
and the engine wiring horness.

Much cleaning af the cor interor and
exterior wos done and many rubber
hoses, belts ond seals reploced, New
Fuel pump, hoses, rubbers and all
filters.

The engine boy and underbody were
pressure washed until the cor was
spotless. The exterior paint repair
wos then done by WD Autobody in

Dromani.

From the start, the plon hos been to
keep the cor s original os possible,
Even the Eurovax BMW cossette tape /
rodio and pop up aerial now work just
fine.

A replocement sunroof panel in
fibreglass waos sourced from the US.

The freight wos exorbitant for one so
| bought two with the plan to sell the
second one.

| joinved the BMWDCM and Bertie is
now covered under VicRoads Club
Permit, able to be driven on the public
roads - £0 doys per year. She drives
beoutifully and is very relioble.

| hod been searching for Bosketweove
alloy wheels and not having much
luck. Thie cor hod come with steel
wheels and BMW wheel trims.

At the BMW Driver's Club Melbourne
Christmaos party in 2022 a guy
randemly come wp to me ond told me
my car needed Bosketweaves, He had
a 5ot of 5 0EM 14* Lemmiers wheels

in his gorage and would sell them to
me at a very easonable price. | bought
them - thank you very much! And they
look great...

Following recent fitting of o Maork
D'Sytva EAT chip, there is o marked
improvement in performonce and
drivability at all engine speeds,

It hos been o kot of work bringing her
back, but most satisfying.

| lenvie having Bertie as part af our
family ond drive her os often as | con.
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