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LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Readers, 

Thank you for your time and dedication to the
Michigan Lama Association. 

My name is Madeline Krawciw and I am
responsible for the Spring 2025 Newsletter.
My journey with llamas began in 2013, and I
continue to learn and grow as a owner and
handler. I am a full-time masters student
expected to graduate April of 2026. 

I am forever grateful to the Michigan Lama
Association and its’ members for
introducing me to showing llamas. I will
continue to support the MLA, and I hope you
enjoy the newsletter!  Please feel free to
email me any thoughts, concerns, and ideas
for the future! 

Gracie winning dirtiest llama,
Hobo 2024

Lazy Acres Kai (now sold)

Madeline Krawciw



Spring 2025

Hobo Hootenanny Llama Show
Carmen Hartwig & HHH Team 

Mid-Michigan Llama Show 
Zane Hardy & Mid-Michigan Team

Lamafest
Amy Bowling & Lamafest Team

Committee Chairpersons
Membership

Carmen Hartwig 

Youth Committee
None

Spring Fund Raiser
Annette Aldrich

 
MLA Scholarship

Corky DuBois, Jessica Bain

Marketing
Renee' Hobbins, 

WebMaster
Amy Bowling

Social Media & Communications 

Wool Committee
Nel Vickers

231-675-7893

 President
Amy Bowling

(231)-527-5303
 

Vice President
Jessica Bain

 
Secretary

Madeline Krawciw
mad4pepper@gmail.com

 
Treasurer

Carmen Hartwig
231-357-6999

 
Board Member

Corky DeBois
 

Board Member
Lloyd Lash

517-467-2709
 

Board Member
Amanda Prince

 
Board Member

Bob Douglas

Past Member
Robert Minto

Youth Representative
Open

Michigan Lama Association Board members & More

Board Member Elections in
Nov. All but 3 board member

positions are available. 



Spring 2025

May 3-4, 2025
Heartland Llama Show

May 10-11, 2025
Mid Michigan Llama Show

May 9-11, 2025
Southeast Llama Judging Clinic

May 24-25, 2025
School’s Out Llama Show

June 5-6, 2025
Iowa Llama Jackpot

June 7-8 
Allen County Llama Show

June 20-22, 2025
Glacier Classic Llama Show

July 1, 2025
MLA Scholarship Deadline

July 19-21, 2025
Ohio State Fair

August 1-3, 2025
Indiana State Fair

August 30-31, 2025
Lamafest 

Venue Change

Upcoming Events Important Dates

July 1, 2025
MLA Scholarship Deadline

November 2025
Annual Meeting



Scholarship

2024 Scholarship Recipients

Awardee: Alexandra Prince

Alexandra has been involved with llamas for 10
years. She began her journey with llamas in
2014 when she was 8 years old with her local 4-
H program.  She attended a few sanctioned
shows while in 4-H, and she became an ALSA
member in 2016 and an ILR member in 2018.
She also became a member of HLAA, MLA, and
ORVLA. She also enjoys participating in a
variety of public relation events with her llamas
including parades, visiting nursing homes,
festivals, and church functions. She enjoys
sharing her love and passion for her llamas with
others.

Alexandra graduated from high school after the first semester of her senior
year with a technical honors diploma and began taking a few classes at Ivy Tech
Community College to get ahead on her college education. She is currently
taking pre-requisite classes at Ivy Tech Community College, and she will be
applying to several local radiology programs this year. She looks forward to
continuing to show llamas while she is in college, and also into adulthood.



Scholarship

Scholarship

2024 Scholarship Recipients

2025 Scholarship Applications are due
July 1 , 2025. All information is avaliable
on the website, https://michiganllama.org/

st

Please be prepared to provide letters of
recommendations, academic transcripts,
and answer a couple of essay questions. 

2025 Scholarship Information

Awardee: Madeline Krawciw

Madeline has been involved with llamas
since she was 11 years old, starting with a
young male llama they still have today. 

She graduated in April 2024 with her
Bachelor’s of Science in Psychology and
Behavioral Neuroscience. During that time,
she completed a honors thesis on llama cria
weights. She went on to begin a  Master’s in
Public Health (MPH) and is expected to
graduate April of 2026

https://michiganllama.org/


HHH Highlights

NLFC La Clara May
Grand Champion

We experienced an incredible turnout of 105 animals

at this year’s Hillsdale Hobo Hootenanny on April 12,

2025. We returned to our previous venue in Hillsdale,

Michigan, and enjoyed a wonderful day filled with

pleasant weather, great company, and excellent

llamas. The judges included Katie Mazac (Halter),

Mike Haumschild (Performance), and Joy Bishop

(Performance).

Hillsdale Hobo Hootenanny
Highlights, 2025

LUA ShowStopper’s Silver Mist 
Reserve Champion

WPLF Jasper
Reserve Champion

REC Dirty Shirley
2  Placend

RocketMan RTC
Reserve Champion Showman

Cassonova’s Instigator
Reserve Champion Masters Performance



HHH Highlights

Hillsdale Hobo Hootenanny
Highlights, 2025

Best of Show Female:
LUA Showstopper’s Lilac

 Lloyd & Tami Lash

Best of Show Male:
 Sijama Hoku

Scott & Micaela Parrish

Overall Showmanship &
 Overall Performance

Champion: 
Double K Jasmine

Megan Fruits

See Appendix A for full results



Show Information

Jade Lehman 
Grand Champion

We had a beautiful Michigan weekend, with 70

degree weather and a turnout of over 90 animals. We

appreciate each exhibitor and family that came to

the show and supported us.

Special thanks to Tim Smith for providing gates, and

to the show crew: Jessica Bain, Madeline Krawciw,

Zane Hardy, and Amy Bowling for all of their hard

work. 

Mid Michigan Results, 2025

Kennedy Ruhl and Cassanova’s
Instigator, Reserve Champions

Zephyrr - 1  Place Juvenile st
Amanda O & her llama, Nick

Argentine Aryton 
Grand Champion

Ella White & RocketMan RTC
Ribbons!



MLA Show Information

Lamafest 2025
AUGUST 30-31, ADRIAN MICHIGAN

Important Updates for Lamafest This Year!

This year, there are significant changes for
Lamafest. We will no longer be utilizing the
Michigan State University Pavilion due to location
costs. Instead, we will host at the Lenawee County
Fairgrounds in Adrian, Michigan. 

We will still have vendors, so be sure to mark
your calendars for  exciting llama merchandise.
We will also host another silent auction.

Stay tuned for more updates, and look out
 for form releases in the upcoming months. Judges
should be finalized soon! 



Llama Health & Wellness

Prepare for the Spring Rise
Jessica Bain, DVM

Now that the temperature in Michigan is increasing and spring is
around the corner, llamas, alpacas, and their owners are
emerging from under the cover of barns, straw bedding and
blankets. Another critter is emerging as well – intestinal
parasites. Warm weather and moisture create the perfect
environment for hatching of parasite eggs in manure piles and
maturation of larvae to infective stages.

Camelids are notorious for hiding signs of disease until there is a
significant problem. Screening our llamas and alpacas for signs
of a high parasite burden is beneficial to identifying problems
early. 

1) Eyes – perform a FAMACHA score. This test assesses
the conjunctiva of the eye for signs of anemia by
comparing the color to a FAMACHA score card.
Haemonchus contortus or barberpole worm is often
called “the silent killer” because it can cause anemia in
camelids. Anemia can be the only sign of parasitism by H.
contortus. 

A FAMACHA score should be performed using the cover, push, pull, pop method. Simply
pulling down the eyelid often shows a paler score than the true assessment would show. A
score of 1 and 2 out of 5 is considered ideal. Anemia would be considered at a score of 4 or 5
out of 5. You can learn more about performing a FAMACHA score correctly at wormx.info

One method of screening is called the Five Point Check. This involves checking five different
areas on the camelid for potential signs of parasitism and only takes about one minute.

2) Jaw – assess the lower aspect of the jaw for a
fluctuant to soft swelling. It would be symmetrical and
often sits between the two jaw bones. This is an
indicator of low protein. Protein helps retain fluid within
the blood vessels. When parasites consume our animals’
protein, it leads to pooling of fluid in gravity dependent
places such as the lower jaw, brisket, and prepuce.



Llama Health & Wellness

Prepare for the Spring Rise
Jessica Bain, DVM

3) Body – conduct a body condition score of your llama or
alpaca. This is best assessed by placing your hand over the
spine just behind the withers. The spine should create a 90
degree angle between your thumb and index finger. If it is
wider, your animal is over-conditioned and if it is narrower,
your animal is under-conditioned. An underconditioned
animal may be suffering from parasitism.

4) Diarrhea – does your llama or alpaca have diarrhea?
Normal camelid stool should be formed into individual
pellets sometimes with a tip at one end. Diarrhea could
range from clumped balls of pellets to soft cow-patties to
watery stool.

5) Fleece – this can be more difficult to assess
in camelids, but evidence of dull or brittle fiber,
poor fiber regrowth after shearing or “wool
break” where the fleece is lost at the level of
the skin, could be evidence of parasitism.

Keep in mind that these indicators do not diagnose a parasite problem. For example, there are
multiple conditions that can cause weight loss. If multiple points on the Five Point Check
indicate that parasites may be a problem, then it would be wise to assess that animal further by
having a fecal egg count performed.

In Michigan, it is recommended to screen your llamas and alpacas every 3-4 weeks during “ideal
parasite weather,” or when it is warm and wet. Extreme heat and dry weather decrease
survivability of parasites on your pastures. In addition, freezing temperatures destroy many of
the eggs and larvae in manure packs. Consequently, parasite screening can be performed less
frequently during these seasons.



Llama Health & Wellness

The Shear Necessities: Picking the
Perfect Llama Cut

Picking the Perfect Cut

 Spring is here! With the temperatures

increasing, shearing season is upon us in

order to keep our camelids cool and

comfortable. Every year we get the

question “What kind of cut should my

llama get?” 



Llama Health & Wellness

Barrel Cut
Also Known As: Mid Body Shear

Barrel cuts are common for younger

animals and for animals that are being

shown. It opens up that space around

their belly to keep them cool, and

gives them a ‘cleaner’ look. Barrel

cuts also allow you to better

accentuate the animal for show. 

This is also a nice cut for older animals,
as it opens up that belly area while
leaving enough fiber for protection
when the temperatures began to go
down. 



Llama Health & Wellness

Open-Hip Cut
Also Known As: Lion Cut

Open Hip cuts, also called a Lion Cut,

is a common cut where you shear the

mid section and down the llamas hips. 

This is a great cut for show animals
with heavy fiber and intact males. 



Llama Health & Wellness

Argentine Cut
Also Known As: Partial Body,

Open Shoulder

Barrel cuts are common for younger

animals and for animals that are being

shown. It opens up that space around

their belly to keep them cool, and gives

them a ‘cleaner’ look. Barrel cuts also

allow you to better accentuate the

animal for show. 

This is also a nice cut for older animals, as
it opens up that belly area while leaving
enough fiber for protection when the
temperatures began to go down. 



Llama Health & Wellness

Full Body Cut

Full body cuts are essential every 2-3

years in medium to heavy wool animals.

Other fiber types need full body as well,

but it is at the discretion of the owner

based on the animal itself. Preventing

hotspots is essential and this is a good

way to do that. 

This is also a nice cut for heavy wool
animals for the summer that gives them a
great deal of relief, especially pregnant
females. 
























































