Will Artificial Intelligence Change Magic Forever?

By Obaidullah Mohammadi
The Art of Wonder with D-R'TisT-O

Every generation of magicians has faced a new invention that many believed would change magic
forever. Photography. Television. The internet. YouTube. Social media. Now we stand at the
beginning of another revolution: Artificial Intelligence. The question is no longer whether Al will
affect magic. The question is how much.

As someone who has studied magic for decades, | believe we are entering one of the biggest
changes the art has ever experienced. For most of magic's history, creating a new illusion required
months or even years of design, testing, and craftsmanship. Today, Al can assist with sketches,
engineering concepts, scripts, artwork, music, logos, websites, and marketing plans in a matter of
minutes.

| also believe Al will change how new tricks are invented. Instead of relying entirely on inspiration,
future magicians may ask Al to generate hundreds of possible methods, combining mechanics,
electronics, software, robotics, lighting, psychology, and design in ways a human inventor may
never have imagined.

Some people see this as exciting, while others worry that creativity is being replaced. Personally, |
don't think creativity will disappear—I think it will evolve. A paintbrush didn't replace the artist. A
camera didn't replace the painter. The internet didn't replace books. Likewise, Al will not replace
magicians. It will become another tool in the magician's toolbox.

What concerns me more is the future of the traditional magic shop. For generations, magicians
saved money to buy tricks, props, books, and instructional videos. They spent countless hours
practicing before ever performing for another person. Today, many beginners search online first,
and Al may accelerate that trend. Instead of purchasing traditional props, future performers may
rely more on digital technology, custom 3D printing, electronics, smartphones, augmented reality,
and Al-assisted performances.

The classic magic shop filled with shelves of tricks may become increasingly rare. That thought
makes me nostalgic. There was something special about walking into a magic shop, talking with
experienced magicians, discovering a new effect, and practicing until you could perform it with
confidence. No computer can replace that experience.

Al also presents a challenge for audiences. As artificial intelligence becomes more powerful, videos
will become harder to trust. A performance online may be genuine sleight of hand, clever editing,
Al-generated imagery, or entirely computer-created. The line between reality and illusion will
become thinner than ever before.

Ironically, that makes live magic even more valuable. A live performance cannot be paused, edited,
or generated by software. The audience experiences the impossible together in the same room,
creating a connection that technology can enhance but never fully replace.

Will Al change magic forever? | believe it already has. But | also believe the true secret of magic
has never been hidden inside a prop. A deck of cards is just paper. A coin is just metal. A prop is
only a tool. The real magic has always been the imagination, dedication, and creativity of the
performer.

Artificial intelligence may help create the future of magic, but it will never replace the human desire
to experience wonder. And perhaps that is the one secret no machine will ever truly understand.



