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We live in a time when almost anyone can become famous overnight. A single video uploaded to
YouTube, Instagram, TikTok, or Facebook can reach millions of people within hours. Every day we
watch people apparently levitate, bend metal with their minds, predict impossible events, walk
through solid objects, or perform miracles that seem to defy the laws of nature. But here's an
important question: should we believe everything we see?

As someone who has spent decades studying the history of magic, my answer is simple: no. That
doesn't mean the performances aren't impressive. Many are extraordinary. But extraordinary does
not automatically mean supernatural.

Modern technology has changed the world of magic in ways previous generations could never have
imagined. A magician performing on a theater stage has one opportunity to amaze an audience. On
the internet, however, a creator can record the same trick repeatedly until it is perfect, edit
mistakes, change camera angles, add visual effects, or splice together multiple takes. The final
result may appear completely impossible, even though the secret may lie in the editing room rather
than in the performance itself.

That doesn't mean every online magician uses editing. Many performers possess incredible skill
developed through years of practice. Others rely on sleight of hand, psychology, carefully designed
props, and masterful presentation. The problem begins when entertainment is presented as proof of
supernatural powers rather than as an artistic performance.

Throughout history there have always been people who claimed to possess supernatural abilities.
Some claimed to communicate with spirits, predict the future, heal illnesses, or perform miracles.
Today, social media allows such claims to spread farther and faster than ever before. Millions may
watch a short clip without ever asking whether there could be another explanation.

Professional magicians ask that question every day. In fact, one of the greatest lessons magic
teaches is that our eyes can be deceived, our attention redirected, and our assumptions
manipulated. Understanding these principles doesn't make magic less enjoyable—it often makes it
even more fascinating because we begin to appreciate the remarkable skill behind the
performance.

When | watch a great magician, | don't believe | am witnessing supernatural powers. | see years of
dedication, creativity, engineering, psychology, rehearsal, and craftsmanship. To me, that is far
more impressive than believing someone possesses magical abilities.

As the host of The Art of Wonder with D-R'TisT-O, | encourage people to enjoy the mystery,
appreciate the artistry, and celebrate the creativity of stage magic. At the same time, | encourage
everyone to think critically. Ask questions. Stay curious. Don't assume that everything presented
online is exactly as it appears.

Magic has always invited us to wonder. The internet sometimes invites us to believe without
guestioning. Those are two very different things. Perhaps the greatest illusion today isn't a
disappearing coin or a floating table. Perhaps the greatest illusion is believing that everything we
watch online must be real.

The next time you watch an impossible performance, don't rush to conclude that supernatural
powers are involved. Instead, admire the performer, appreciate the dedication behind the illusion,
and remember that behind every unforgettable mystery is usually something even more
remarkable: a person who devoted countless hours to making the impossible look effortless.



