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Few words in history have created as much misunderstanding as the word 'magic.' Ask a child what
magic is, and they may picture a magician pulling a rabbit from a hat. Ask a professional magician,
and they will likely describe years of practice, sleight of hand, psychology, engineering, timing, and
storytelling. Ask a religious scholar, however, and the answer may be very different. The challenge
is that we use one word to describe two completely different ideas.

Long before theaters, television, and Las Vegas, many ancient civilizations believed that magic was
a genuine supernatural force. In ancient Egypt, Mesopotamia, Greece, and Persia, rituals, charms,
and ceremonies were often connected with religion, healing, kingship, or attempts to influence the
unseen world. People did not view magic as entertainment. They believed it possessed real
spiritual power.

As history progressed, many of the world's major religions warned against practices involving
sorcery, divination, or attempts to gain supernatural knowledge or power. In Islam, the practice of
sihr is condemned, and Muslims are encouraged to place their trust in God rather than in anyone
claiming supernatural abilities. Christianity and Judaism also contain passages warning against
sorcery, fortune-telling, and occult practices. These teachings continue to influence how millions
understand the word 'magic' today.

Centuries later, performers transformed magic into a theatrical art. Instead of claiming supernatural
powers, they amazed audiences through illusion, mechanical inventions, sleight of hand,
psychology, and presentation. Modern stage magic is designed to entertain, not to convince people
that the laws of nature have been broken.

Unfortunately, because both supernatural practices and theatrical illusion are called 'magic,’
confusion still exists. In some communities, particularly within parts of the Muslim world, the word
immediately brings thoughts of devils, sorcery, or forbidden practices. Yet the overwhelming
majority of stage magicians openly acknowledge that what they perform is illusion. Their secrets are
built on practice, craftsmanship, and creativity—not supernatural power.

For me, this subject is deeply personal. There were two different times in my life when | walked
away from magic completely. | had spent years building a collection of books, instructional videos,
professional props, and supplies. | was even operating an online business selling magic products.
During difficult periods in my life, my family became convinced that my involvement with magic
might somehow be connected to the hardships | was facing. Out of love and according to their
religious understanding, they believed | should remove everything related to magic from my life.

So | did. Not once—but twice. Thousands of dollars’ worth of books, DVDs, professional props,
inventory, and business supplies ended up in the trash. Years of collecting, learning, and building a
business disappeared almost overnight. Looking back, | understand that my family acted out of
concern, not hatred. They wanted what they believed was best for me.

At the same time, decades of studying the history of stage magic have taught me that a deck of
cards has no supernatural power. A coin trick is not sorcery. A levitation is not evidence of hidden
spiritual forces. Stage magic is an art form built upon creativity, psychology, engineering, discipline,
and thousands of hours of practice.

Perhaps one of the greatest lessons that magic teaches is not how to fool people, but how easily
our assumptions can fool us. The purpose of this article is not to challenge anyone's religious
beliefs. Every person has the right to follow their faith and conscience. My hope is simply to
encourage a clearer understanding of what modern stage magic really is.

Before we judge a magician, it is worth asking one simple question: Are we talking about someone
claiming supernatural powers, or an artist using skill and imagination to create a moment of



wonder? Those are two very different things. As the host of The Art of Wonder with D-R'TisT-O, my
goal has never been to convince anyone that supernatural powers are real. My goal is to preserve
the history of one of humanity's oldest performing arts, celebrate the creativity behind it, and inspire
others to appreciate the dedication that turns ordinary objects into extraordinary moments. Behind

every illusion is not a devil. Behind every illusion is a person who practiced until the impossible
looked effortless.



