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Looking to Jesus
A. No natural heritage or bloodline

1.

[John 1.12-13]- But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

[Jeremiah 1.15]- For, lo, I will call all the families of the kingdoms of the north, saith the
LoRD; and they shall come, and they shall set every one his throne at the entering of the
gates of Jerusalem, and against all the walls thereof round about, and against all the cities
of Judah.

[Luke 1.41]- And it came to pass, that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the
babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost:

[Psalm 51.5]- Behold, I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.
[Jeremiah 17.9]- The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can
know it?

[Romans 3.10,23]- As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of God;

B. Must be born again.

1.

2.

[John 3. 3]- Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except a man
be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.
[John 3. 7]- Marvel not that | said unto thee, Ye must be born again.

C. Must repent and believe

1.

2.

[John 3. 14-15]- And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son
of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.
[John 6. 37-40]- All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me |
will in no wise cast out. For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will
of him that sent me. And this is the Father's will which hath sent me, that of all which he
hath given me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up again at the last day. And this is
the will of him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on him, may
have everlasting life: and I will raise him up at the last day.

[Acts 2. 36-38]- Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made the
same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ. Now when they heard this, they
were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and
brethren, what shall we do? Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the
Holy Ghost.

[Acts 10.43]- To him give all the prophets witness, that through his name whosoever
believeth in him shall receive remission of sins.

[Acts 13 38-41,48]- Be it known unto you therefore, men and brethren, that through this
man is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins: And by him all that believe are justified
from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses. Beware therefore,
lest that come upon you, which is spoken of in the prophets; Behold, ye despisers, and
wonder, and perish: for | work a work in your days, a work which ye shall in no wise believe,
though a man declare it unto you. And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and
glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.

[Acts 17.30-31]- And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all
men every where to repent: Because he hath appointed a day, in the which he will judge the
world in righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath given
assurance unto all men, in that he hath raised him from the dead.

[Acts 26.20]- But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all
the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and
do works meet for repentance.



8. [Romans 10.9-15]- That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt
believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with
the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto
salvation. For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall not be ashamed. For
there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto
all that call upon him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.
How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe
in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? And how
shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that
preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

D. The Only True and Living God-He Alone can save sinnners

1. [lsaiah 45.16-21]- They shall be ashamed, and also confounded, all of them: they shall go to
confusion together that are makers of idols. But Israel shall be saved in the LORD with an
everlasting salvation: ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded world without end. For thus
saith the LORD that created the heavens; God himself that formed the earth and made it; he
hath established it, he created it not in vain, he formed it to be inhabited: | am the LORD;
and there is none else. | have not spoken in secret, in a dark place of the earth: I said not
unto the seed of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain: | the LORD speak righteousness, | declare things
that are right. Assemble yourselves and come; draw near together, ye that are escaped of the

nations: they have no knowledge that set up the wood of their graven image, and pray unto a

god that cannot save. Tell ye, and bring them near; yea, let them take counsel together: who

hath declared this from ancient time? who hath told it from that time? have not | the LORD?
and there is no God else beside me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me.

a. “It is natural for today’s readers, who are privileged to know clearly that it is only through
the Son that the Father saves, to suppose that it is the pre-incarnate Christ who is speaking
here-although it need not have been presumed by the ancient reader.’-Joseph A.
Alexander

2. [Psalm 33.6]- By the word of the LORD were the heavens made; and all the host of them by
the breath of his mouth.

3. [John 1.3-4]- All things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made that
was made. In him was life; and the life was the light of men.

4. [Hebrews 1.10]- And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth;

and the heavens are the works of thine hands:

[John 12.41]- These things said Esaias, when he saw his glory, and spake of him.

6. [lsaiah 45.22]- Look unto Me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth: for | am God, and
there is none else.

o

E. The Gracious Command and Invitation
1. Look to Me-the force of a divine command

a. [2 Thessalonians 1.8]- In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and
that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ:

b. [1John 3.23]- And this is his commandment, That we should believe on the name of his
Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, as he gave us commandment.

C. [Mark 10.46-52]- And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his
disciples and a great number of people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat by the
highway side begging. And when he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to cry
out, and say, Jesus, thou son of David, have mercy on me. And many charged him that
he should hold his peace: but he cried the more a great deal, Thou son of David, have
mercy on me. And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they call the
blind man, saying unto him, Be of good comfort, rise; he calleth thee. And he, casting
away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus. And Jesus answered and said unto him,
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What wilt thou that I should do unto thee? The blind man said unto him, Lord, that I
might receive my sight. And Jesus said unto him, Go thy way; thy faith hath made thee
whole. And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus in the way.

[Luke 2. 25-32]- And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon;
and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel: and the
Holy Ghost was upon him. And it was revealed unto him by the Holy Ghost, that he
should not see death, before he had seen the Lord's Christ. And he came by the Spirit
into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the
custom of the law, Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God, and said, Lord,
now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word: For mine eyes have
seen thy salvation, Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people; A light to
lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.

[Luke 2.38]- And she coming in that instant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and
spake of him to all them that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.

[2Kings 5.11-13]- But Naaman was wroth, and went away, and said, Behold, I thought,
He will surely come out to me, and stand, and call on the name of the LORD his God, and
strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper. Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers
of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? may | not wash in them, and be clean?
So he turned and went away in a rage. And his servants came near, and spake unto him,
and said, My father, if the prophet had bid thee do some great thing, wouldest thou not
have done it? how much rather then, when he saith to thee, Wash, and be clean?

“The faith by which a sinner is justified is most frequently expressed in the New Testament
as receiving, it is Christ Himself that we receive. ”’-John Owen

[John 1.11-12]- He came unto his own, and his own received him not. But as many as
received him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, even to them that
believe on his name:

[John 3.11]- Verily, verily, | say unto thee, We speak that we do know, and testify that we
have seen; and ye receive not our witness.

[John 12.48]- He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth
him: the word that | have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.

[John 14.17]- Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth
him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be
in you.

[Jeremiah 23.6]- In his days Judah shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and this
is his name whereby he shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.

. [Jeremiah 33.16]- In those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall dwell safely:
and this is the name wherewith she shall be called, The LORD our righteousness.
[Romans 5.11]- And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ,
by whom we have now received the atonement.

[Romans 3.25]- Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood,
to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the
forbearance of God;

[Isaiah 45.22]- Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood,
to declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the
forbearance of God;

[Isaiah 17.7]- At that day shall a man look to his Maker, and his eyes shall have respect
to the Holy One of Israel.

[Zechariah 12.10]- And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom
they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and
shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.




S. [Psalm 123.2]-Behold, as the eyes of servants look unto the hand of their masters, and as
the eyes of a maiden unto the hand of her mistress; so our eyes wait upon the LORD our
God, until that he have mercy upon us.

t. [John 3.14-15]- And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the
Son of man be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
eternal life.

u. [John 8.28]-Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then
shall ye know that | am he, and that | do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath
taught me, | speak these things.

V. [John 12.32]- And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.

w. [1 Corinthians 10.11]- Now all these things happened unto them for examples: and they
are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.

2. Come to Me!

a. [Matthew 11.28]-Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and | will give
you rest.

b. [John 6. 35, 37, 45]- And Jesus said unto them, | am the bread of life: he that cometh to
me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me shall never thirst. All that the Father
giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. It is
written in the prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man therefore that
hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.

3. Fleel

a. [Hebrews 6.18]- That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie,
we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope
set before us:

b. [Proverbs 18.10]- The name of the LORD is a strong tower: the righteous runneth into it,

and is safe.

4. Leanon Me!

a.

[Micah 3.11]- The heads thereof judge for reward, and the priests thereof teach for hire,
and the prophets thereof divine for money: yet will they lean upon the LORD, and say, Is
not the LORD among us? none evil can come upon us.

[Song of Solomon 8.5]- Who is this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon
her beloved? I raised thee up under the apple tree: there thy mother brought thee forth:
there she brought thee forth that bare thee.

[Psalm 22.8]- He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him: let him deliver him,
seeing he delighted in him.

[Psalm 37.5]- Commit thy way unto the LORD; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to
pass.

[2 Chronicles 14.11]- And Asa cried unto the LORD his God, and said, LORD, it is
nothing with thee to help, whether with many, or with them that have no power: help us,
O LoRD our God; for we rest on thee, and in thy name we go against this multitude.

O LORD, thou art our God; let no man prevail against thee.

[Psalm 37.7]- Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of
him who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to pass.
[Deuteronomy 4.4]- But ye that did cleave unto the LORD your God are alive every one of
you this day.

[Acts 11.23]- Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and
exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord.

F. The Glorious Purpose and Promise



1. The Certainty
a. [John 6.37]- All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that cometh to me
I will in no wise cast out.
2. The Immediacy
3. The Fullness and completeness
a. [lsaiah 45.17,21,22]- But Israel shall be saved in the LORD with an everlasting salvation:
ye shall not be ashamed nor confounded world without end. Tell ye, and bring them
near; yea, let them take counsel together: who hath declared this from ancient time?
who hath told it from that time? have not | the LORD? and there is no God else beside
me; a just God and a Saviour; there is none beside me. Look unto me, and be ye saved,
all the ends of the earth: for I am God, and there is none else.
4. Preachers must preach the promises
5. Church must believe the promises
. United to Christ

A. Proof texts

1.

2.

[John 15.5]- | am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the
same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.

[2 Corinthians 5.12, 14-17]- For we commend not ourselves again unto you, but give you
occasion to glory on our behalf, that ye may have somewhat to answer them which glory in
appearance, and not in heart. For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge,
that if one died for all, then were all dead: And that he died for all, that they which live
should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose
again. Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known
Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more. Therefore if any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
[Romans 6.1-3, 8-14]- What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may
abound? God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein? Know ye
not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into his death? Now
if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with him: Knowing that Christ
being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over him. For in
that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he liveth unto God. Likewise reckon
ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts
thereof. Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield
yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments
of righteousness unto God. For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under
the law, but under grace.

[Galatians 6.14-15]- But God forbid that | should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and | unto the world. For in Christ Jesus
neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.

B. John Flavel on the Heart

1.

2.

“The greatest difficulty in conversion is to win the heart to God, and the greatest difficulty
after conversion is to keep the heart with God. ”’-John Flavel
“In keeping the heart, the duty is ours though the power is of God.”’-John Flavel

C. The Position Described

1.
2.

Without Christ-lost
With Christ-in glory



3.

a. [2 Corinthians 5.8]- We are confident, | say, and willing rather to be absent from the
body, and to be present with the Lord.

In Christ

a. [Ephesians 1.6]- To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us
accepted in the beloved.

b. [Ephesians 1.21-22]- Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion,
and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:
And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the
church,

D. The Nature ldentified-A New Creation

1.
2.
3.

A Radical Change-not a transformation or metamorphosis but a creative change.

A Thorough Change-not merely appearance but nature

A Divinely Worked Change

a. [Psalm 44.3]- For they got not the land in possession by their own sword, neither did
their own arm save them: but thy right hand, and thine arm, and the light of thy
countenance, because thou hadst a favour unto them.

b. [Psalm 98.1]- O sing unto the LORD a new song; for he hath done marvellous things: his
right hand, and his holy arm, hath gotten him the victory.

c. [Deuteronomy 9.29]- Yet they are thy people and thine inheritance, which thou
broughtest out by thy mighty power and by thy stretched out arm.

d. [Romans 8.7]- Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the
law of God, neither indeed can be.

E. The Explanation Supplied

1.

[Galatians 2.20]- | am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me: and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave himself for me.

[Romans 6.17-18]- But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obeyed
from the heart that form of doctrine which was delivered you. Being then made free from
sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.

[1 Timothy 1.13]- Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but |
obtained mercy, because | did it ignorantly in unbelief.

[Ephesians 4.20-24]- But ye have not so learned Christ; If so be that ye have heard him, and
have been taught by him, as the truth is in Jesus: That ye put off concerning the former
conversation the old man, which is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts; And be renewed
in the spirit of your mind; And that ye put on the new man, which after God is created in
righteousness and true holiness.

[John 11.44]- And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and
his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.

1. The Unsearchable Riches of Christ
A. Proof texts

1.

[Ephesians 3.18-19]- May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth, and
length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that
ye might be filled with all the fulness of God.
[Ephesians 3.1-3, 6-8]- For this cause | Paul, the prisoner of Jesus Christ for you Gentiles,
If ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: How
that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as | wrote afore in few words, That
the Gentiles should be fellowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in
Christ by the gospel: Whereof | was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of
God given unto me by the effectual working of his power. Unto me, who am less than the
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least of all saints, is this grace given, that | should preach among the Gentiles the
unsearchable riches of Christ;

B. The Glorious Riches Described
1. The Unsearchable Love of Christ
a. [Ephesians 1.4]- According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:
b. [Ephesians 2.4]- But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,
C. [Ephesians 3.19]- And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye
might be filled with all the fulness of God.

2. The Unsearchable Grace of God in Christ
a. [Ephesians 1.6]- To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us
accepted in the beloved.
b. [Ephesians 2.7]- That in the ages to come he might shew the exceeding riches of his
grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus.

3. The Unsearchable Forgiveness in Christ
a. [Ephesians 1.7]- In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of his grace;
b. [Habakkuk 1.13]- Thou art of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not look on
iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treacherously, and holdest thy
tongue when the wicked devoureth the man that is more righteous than he?

4. The Unsearchable Wisdom in Christ
a. [Ephesians 1.7-8]- In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of his grace; Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all
wisdom and prudence;

5. The Unsearchable Power in Christ

a. [Ephesians 1.9-10]- Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his
good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: That in the dispensation of the
fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in
heaven, and which are on earth; even in him:

b. [Ephesians 1.19-21]- And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who
believe, according to the working of his mighty power, Which he wrought in Christ,
when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly
places, Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name
that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:

6. The Unsearchable Joy in Christ
a. [Ephesians 1.11-12]- In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated
according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:
That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.

7. The Unsearchable Truth in Christ
a. [Ephesians 1.13]- In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that
holy Spirit of promise,
b. [2 Corinthians 1.20]- For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto
the glory of God by us.



8.

9.

€. [Romans 11.33]- O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!

The Unsearchable Assurance in Christ

a. [Ephesians 1.13-14]- In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that
Holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of
the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.

The Unsearchable Hope in Christ

a. [Ephesians 1.18]- The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that ye may know
what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the
saints,

10. The Unsearchable Mercy in Christ

a. [Ephesians 2.4]- But God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us,

b. [1 Samuel 2.8]- He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and lifteth up the beggar from the
dunghill, to set them among princes, and to make them inherit the throne of glory: for
the pillars of the earth are the LORD’s, and he hath set the world upon them.

C. The Glorious Person Identified

1.
2.
3.

4.

True Deity

True Humanity

True Agony

a. [Matthew 27.46]- And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli,
Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?

True Glory

D. A Glorious Mystery Proclaimed

1.

[Ephesians 3.8-9]- Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that
I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ; And to make all men
see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the world hath been
hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ:

[Isaiah 55.7-9]- Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and
let him return unto the LORD, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will
abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways,
saith the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

IV.  Sons of God
A. Apostle John’s Wonder

1.

[1 John 3.1]- Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we
should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him
not.

[John 21.25]- And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they
should be written every one, | suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books
that should be written. Amen.

B. Apostle John demands our attention. “Behold!”

1.
2.
3.

Look with care
Look at length
“Look, look, look until you have begun to see...”
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C. Apostle John directs our attention. What manner

1.

[Luke 1.28-29]- And the angel came in unto her, and said, Hail, thou that art highly
favoured, the Lord is with thee: blessed art thou among women. And when she saw him, she
was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of salutation this should be.
[Luke 7.39]- Now when the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself,
saying, This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman
this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner.

[2 Peter 3.10-12]- But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the
heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the
earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up. Seeing then that all these
things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and
godliness, Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens
being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat?

[Matthew 8.27]- But the men marvelled, saying, What manner of man is this, that even the
winds and the sea obey him!

D. Apostle John directs our attention. The Divine love of God

1.
2.
3.
4,

[1 John 4.8]- He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.
Everlasting and unchangeable

Abounding and unlimited

Undeserved and overwhelming

E. Apostle John holds our attention. The expression of God’s love

1.

2.
3.

Children of God

a. [John 1.12-13]- But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons
of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which were born, not of blood, nor of the
will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

b. [1 John 2.29]- If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth
righteousness is born of him.

C. [2 Peter 1.4]- Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by
these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in
the world through lust.

d. [Hebrews 2.11-13]- For both he that sanctifieth and they who are sanctified are all of
one: for which cause he is not ashamed to call them brethren, Saying, | will declare thy
name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will | sing praise unto thee. And
again, | will put my trust in him. And again, Behold | and the children which God hath
given me.

e. [1John 2.29-3.1]- If ye know that he is righteous, ye know that every one that doeth
righteousness is born of him. Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not,
because it knew him not.

Wonder and encouragement
Trust and confidence

4. Obedience and fortitude

a. [Matthew 10.24]- The disciple is not above his master, nor the servant above his lord.

b. [John 15.18-20]- If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it hated you. If ye
were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but
I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. Remember the word
that | said unto you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have persecuted me,
they will also persecute you; if they have kept my saying, they will keep yours also.
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5. Joy and thankfulness
6. Hope

V. The Jewel of Assurance
A. Proof texts
1. [John 20.31]- But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of
God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.
2. [1John 5.13]- These things have | written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of
God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the
Son of God.

B. That you may know
1. Assurance is definable-knowledge
2. Assurance is desirable

a.

b.

[Psalm 35.3]- Draw out also the spear, and stop the way against them that persecute me:
say unto my soul, I am thy salvation.

[2 Peter 1.4-11]- Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that
by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is
in the world through lust. And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue;
and to virtue knowledge; And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience;
and to patience godliness; And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly
kindness charity. For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall
neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. But he that
lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was
purged from his old sins. Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your
calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: For so an entrance
shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and
Saviour Jesus Christ.

[Hebrews 6.11-12, 17-20]- And we desire that every one of you do shew the same
diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end: That ye be not slothful, but
followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises. Wherein God,
willing more abundantly to shew unto the heirs of promise the immutability of his
counsel, confirmed it by an oath: That by two immutable things, in which it was
impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge
to lay hold upon the hope set before us: Which hope we have as an anchor of the soul,
both sure and stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; Whither the
forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of
Melchisedec.

[Romans 8.15-16, 35-39]- For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear;
but ye have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father. The Spirit
itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: Who shall separate
us from the love of Christ? shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or
nakedness, or peril, or sword? As it is written, For thy sake we are killed all the day long;
we are accounted as sheep for the slaughter. Nay, in all these things we are more than
conguerors through him that loved us. For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

[2 Corinthians 1.21-22]- Now he which stablisheth us with you in Christ, and hath
anointed us, is God; Who hath also sealed us, and given the earnest of the Spirit in our
hearts.
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[2 Corinthians 13.5-6]- Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own
selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be
reprobates? But I trust that ye shall know that we are not reprobates.

[Ephesians 1.13-14]- In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the
gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that
holy Spirit of promise, Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of
the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.

[2 Timothy 1.8-12]- Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of
me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the
power of God; Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to
our works, but according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ
Jesus before the world began, But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Saviour
Jesus Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel: Whereunto | am appointed a preacher, and an apostle, and a
teacher of the Gentiles. For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am
not ashamed: for I know whom | have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep
that which I have committed unto him against that day.

[Psalm 73.26]- My flesh and my heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, and
my portion for ever.

[Habakkuk 3.17-18]- Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the
vines; the labour of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall
be cut off from the fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls: Yet I will rejoice in

the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.

[1 John 3.2-3]- Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see
him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is
pure.

[Psalm 87.7]- As well the singers as the players on instruments shall be there: all my
springs are in thee.

Assurance is possible

a.

[Job 19.25-27]- For | know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter
day upon the earth: And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh
shall | see God: Whom | shall see for myself, and mine eyes shall behold, and not
another; though my reins be consumed within me.

[Psalm 23.1-4]- The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in
green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth
me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Yea, though | walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy
staff they comfort me.

[Romans 8.38-39]- For | am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor
principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, Nor height, nor depth,
nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.

[2 Corinthians 5.1]- For we know that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were
dissolved, we have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens.

[2 Timothy 1.12]- For the which cause | also suffer these things: nevertheless | am not
ashamed: for | know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep
that which I have committed unto him against that day.

[Hebrews 10.22]- Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure water.
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g.
h.

[1 John 3.14]- We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the
brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.

[1 John 5.19-20]- And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in
wickedness. And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an
understanding, that we may know him that is true, and we are in him that is true, even in
his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and eternal life.

VI. The Marks of God’s Children
A. Inconclusive indications
1. Visible morality

a.

[1 Samuel 16.7]- But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on
the height of his stature; because | have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man
seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart.
[Matthew 5.20]- For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the
righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of
heaven.

[Matthew 19.16-22]- And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what good
thing shall 1 do, that I may have eternal life? And he said unto him, Why callest thou me
good? there is none good but one, that is, God: but if thou wilt enter into life, keep the
commandments. He saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, Thou shalt do no murder, Thou
shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness,
Honour thy father and thy mother: and, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. The
young man saith unto him, All these things have | kept from my youth up: what lack |
yet? Jesus said unto him, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to
the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come and follow me. But when the
young man heard that saying, he went away sorrowful: for he had great possessions.

2. Head knowledge

a.

b.

[John 5.39]- Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are
they which testify of me.

[Romans 1.21]- Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as God,
neither were thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart
was darkened.

[Romans 2.17-20]- Behold, thou art called a Jew, and restest in the law, and makest thy
boast of God, And knowest his will, and approvest the things that are more excellent,
being instructed out of the law; And art confident that thou thyself art a guide of the
blind, a light of them which are in darkness, An instructor of the foolish, a teacher of
babes, which hast the form of knowledge and of the truth in the law.

[James 2.19]- Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also
believe, and tremble.

[1 Corinthians 2.14]- But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God:
for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned.

3. Form of religion

a.

b.

[2 Timothy 3.5]- Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such
turn away.

[Isaiah 58.2-3]- Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know my ways, as a nation that did
righteousness, and forsook not the ordinance of their God: they ask of me the
ordinances of justice; they take delight in approaching to God. Wherefore have we
fasted, say they, and thou seest not? wherefore have we afflicted our soul, and thou
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B.

takest no knowledge? Behold, in the day of your fast ye find pleasure, and exact all your
labours.

C. [Matthew 15.8]- This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me
with their lips; but their heart is far from me.

d. [Matthew 25.10-12]- And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that
were ready went in with him to the marriage: and the door was shut. Afterward came
also the other virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to us. But he answered and said, Verily I
say unto you, I know you not.

4. Eminent gifts

a. [1 Samuel 10.11-12]- And it came to pass, when all that knew him beforetime saw that,
behold, he prophesied among the prophets, then the people said one to another, What is
this that is come unto the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets? And one of the
same place answered and said, But who is their father? Therefore it became a proverb,
Is Saul also among the prophets?

b. [John 17.12]- While I was with them in the world, I kept them in thy name: those that
thou gavest me | have kept, and none of them is lost, but the son of perdition; that the
scripture might be fulfilled.

C. [Numbers 22.38]- And Balaam said unto Balak, Lo, | am come unto thee: have | now
any power at all to say any thing? the word that God putteth in my mouth, that shall |
speak.

d. [Matthew 7.22-23]- Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied
in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many
wonderful works? And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me,
ye that work iniquity.

5. Conviction for sin

a. [1 Samuel 26.21]- Then said Saul, | have sinned: return, my son David: for I will no
more do thee harm, because my soul was precious in thine eyes this day: behold, I have
played the fool, and have erred exceedingly.

b. [1Kings 21.27-29]- And it came to pass, when Ahab heard those words, that he rent his
clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in sackcloth, and went
softly. And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite, saying, Seest thou how
Ahab humbleth himself before me? because he humbleth himself before me, | will not
bring the evil in his days: but in his son's days will | bring the evil upon his house.

C. [Matthew 27.3]- Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when he saw that he was
condemned, repented himself, and brought again the thirty pieces of silver to the chief
priests and elders,

d. [Acts 24.25]- And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come,
Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when | have a convenient
season, | will call for thee.

6. Strong Assurance
a. [Matthew 3.7-9]- But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees come to his
baptism, he said unto them, O generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from
the wrath to come? Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance: And think not to
say within yourselves, We have Abraham to our father: for | say unto you, that God is
able of these stones to raise up children unto Abraham.

7. Profession of Faith

Indispensable indications
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1. Repentance and faith

a.

b.

[Psalm 51.4]- Against thee, thee only, have | sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that
thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.

[Luke 15.17-18]- And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired servants of my
father's have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! I will arise and go to
my father, and will say unto him, Father, | have sinned against heaven, and before thee,
[Luke 18.13]- And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as his eyes
unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a sinner.

[Acts 16.14-15]- And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of
Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she
attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul. And when she was baptized, and
her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord,
come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us.

[Acts 16.27-34]- And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the
prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that
the prisoners had been fled. But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, Do thyself no
harm: for we are all here. Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came trembling,
and fell down before Paul and Silas, And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must |
do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved,
and thy house. And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his
house. And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was
baptized, he and all his, straightway. And when he had brought them into his house, he
set meat before them, and rejoiced, believing in God with all his house.

[Joel 2.12-13]- Therefore also now, saith the LORD, turn ye even to me with all your
heart, and with fasting, and with weeping, and with mourning: And rend your heart, and
not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God: for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil.

[James 2.19]- Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also
believe, and tremble.

[John 6.29]- Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe
on him whom he hath sent.

[1 John 5.1]- Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one
that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.

2. Devotion to God

a.

b.

[Luke 10.27]- And he answering said, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy
neighbour as thyself.

A new and true perception of God

1.) [Acts 17.25,28]- Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any
thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; For in him we live, and
move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are
also his offspring.

2.) [Acts 17.25,28]- Neither is worshipped with men's hands, as though he needed any
thing, seeing he giveth to all life, and breath, and all things; For in him we live, and
move, and have our being; as certain also of your own poets have said, For we are
also his offspring.

3.) [John 1.1-3]- In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by
him; and without him was not any thing made that was made.

4.) [2 Peter 3.5]- For this they willingly are ignorant of, that by the word of God the
heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of the water and in the water:
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C.

A new and true perception of self

1.) [2 Samuel 9.8]- And he bowed himself, and said, What is thy servant, that thou
shouldest look upon such a dead dog as | am?

2.) [1 Corinthians 15. 9-10, 28]- For | am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to
be called an apostle, because | persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of
God I am what I am: and his grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain;
but I laboured more abundantly than they all: yet not I, but the grace of God which
was with me. And when all things shall be subdued unto him, then shall the Son also
himself be subject unto him that put all things under him, that God may be all in all.

3.) [Ephesians 3.8]- Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace
given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;

4.) [1 Timothy 1.15-16]- This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom | am chief. Howbeit for
this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might shew forth all
longsuffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life
everlasting.

5.) [Romans 12.1-2]- | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your
reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God.

3. Growth in Holiness

a.

[Hebrews 12.14]- Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall
see the Lord:

[Amos 3.3]- Can two walk together, except they be agreed?

[Romans 6.1]- What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may
abound?

[1 John 3.3]- And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is
pure.

[Romans 6.8-14]- Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with
him: Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more
dominion over him. For in that he died, he died unto sin once: but in that he liveth, he
liveth unto God. Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive
unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord. Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal
body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof. Neither yield ye your members as
instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are
alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God. For
sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.

[2 Corinthians 7.1]- Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
[1 Peter 1.13-16]- Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to the
end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; As
obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts in your
ignorance: But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of
conversation; Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy.

4. Love for the Saints

a.
b.
C.

Not mere presence or nearness
Not mere natural affection
Not a mercenary attachment-what they can get out of the church
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d. Not a party spirit
e. [1John 4.7-11]- Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that

loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is
love. In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that we
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
Beloved, if God so loved us, we ought also to love one another.

f. A love for God’s beloved

[1 John 5.1]- Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one
that loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him.

h. [1 Corinthians 12.12-14,26-27]- For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all
the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one
Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be
bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one
member, but many. And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or
one member be honoured, all the members rejoice with it. Now ye are the body of Christ,
and members in particular.

i. [1 Corinthians 13.4-8]- Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth not; charity
vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her
own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; Rejoiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in
the truth; Beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, endureth all things.
Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be
tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.

j. [Ephesians 4.1-6]- I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk worthy

of the vocation wherewith ye are called, With all lowliness and meekness, with
longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; Endeavouring to keep the unity of the
Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in
one hope of your calling; One Lord, one faith, one baptism, One God and Father of all,
who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

K. [Philippians 2.1-5]- If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of
love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, Fulfil ye my joy, that ye
be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be
done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better
than themselves. Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the
things of others. Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:

C. Holding up the mirror

1.

[Psalm 139.23-24]- Search me, O God, and know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts:
And see if there be any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

VII. A Work in Progress
A. Proof text

1.

[Philippians 2.9-13]- Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him a name
which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; And that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Wherefore, my beloved, as
ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work
out your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God which worketh in you both to
will and to do of his good pleasure.

B. The context in which Paul writes

1.

Jehoiada the priest
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a.

[2 Chronicles 24.1-2, 15-16, 20-22]- Joash was seven years old when he began to reign,
and he reigned forty years in Jerusalem. His mother's name also was Zibiah of
Beersheba. And Joash did that which was right in the sight of the LoRD all the days of
Jehoiada the priest. But Jehoiada waxed old, and was full of days when he died; an
hundred and thirty years old was he when he died. And they buried him in the city of
David among the kings, because he had done good in Israel, both toward God, and
toward his house. And the Spirit of God came upon Zechariah the son of Jehoiada the
priest, which stood above the people, and said unto them, Thus saith God, Why
transgress ye the commandments of the LORD, that ye cannot prosper? because ye have
forsaken the LORD, he hath also forsaken you. And they conspired against him, and
stoned him with stones at the commandment of the king in the court of the house of
the LORD. Thus Joash the king remembered not the kindness which Jehoiada his father
had done to him, but slew his son. And when he died, he said, The LORD look upon it,
and require it.

2. [Philippians 1.27-28]- Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that
whether | come and see you, or else be absent, | may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast
in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel; And in nothing
terrified by your adversaries: which is to them an evident token of perdition, but to you of
salvation, and that of God.

C. The command Paul issues
1. The striving involved in command

a.

[Ephesians 6.13]- Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be
able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.

2. The substance of command

a.

[Romans 8.29]- For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to
the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren.

3. The spirit in which command is pursued

a.

[Philippians 2.12]- Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my
presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation

with fear and trembling.

[Malachi 1.6]- A son honoureth his father, and a servant his master: if then | be a
father, where is mine honour? and if | be a master, where is my fear? saith the LORD of
hosts unto you, O priests, that despise my name. And ye say, Wherein have we despised
thy name?

[Malachi 2.5]- My covenant was with him of life and peace; and | gave them to him for
the fear wherewith he feared me, and was afraid before my name.

[1 Corinthians 2.2-5]- For | determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus
Christ, and him crucified. And | was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much
trembling. And my speech and my preaching was not with enticing words of man's
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power: That your faith should not
stand in the wisdom of men, but in the power of God.

[2 Corinthians 5.9-11]- Wherefore we labour, that, whether present or absent, we may be
accepted of him. For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every
one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it
be good or bad. Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are
made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences.
[Ephesians 6.5-8]- Servants, be obedient to them that are your masters according to the
flesh, with fear and trembling, in singleness of your heart, as unto Christ; Not with
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eyeservice, as menpleasers; but as the servants of Christ, doing the will of God from the
heart; With good will doing service, as to the Lord, and not to men: Knowing that
whatsoever good thing any man doeth, the same shall he receive of the Lord, whether he
be bond or free.

g. [2 Corinthians 7.1]- Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

h. [Psalm 2.10-11]- Be wise now therefore, O ye kings: be instructed, ye judges of the earth.
Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.

I. [1 Peter 1.17-19]- And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth
according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear:
Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and
gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers; Forasmuch
as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold, from
your vain conversation received by tradition from your fathers;

D. The confidence Paul gives

1.

[Colossians 3.1-4]- If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where
Christ sitteth on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on
the earth. For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our
life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.

[Romans 5.1-2]- Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand,
and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

[Galatians 5.16-18,22-23]- This | say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust
of the flesh. For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and
these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. But if
ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no
law.

[Philippians 1.6]- Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work
in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:

VIIl. A Lifein Review
A. Looking around

1.

[Romans 12.1-2]- | beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present
your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.
And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind,
that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

[Romans 15.16]- That I should be the minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering
the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being sanctified
by the Holy Ghost.

B. Looking back

1.
2.

3.

[2 Timothy 4.7]- | have fought a good fight, | have finished my course, | have kept the faith:
[Philippians 3.12]- Not as though | had already attained, either were already perfect: but I
follow after, if that | may apprehend that for which also | am apprehended of Christ Jesus.
[1 Corinthians 9.22-24]- To the weak became | as weak, that | might gain the weak: | am
made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. And this I do for the gospel's
sake, that | might be partaker thereof with you. Know ye not that they which run in a race
run all, but one receiveth the prize? So run, that ye may obtain.

C. Looking ahead

1.

A great crown
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a.

[2 Timothy 4.8,18]- Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all
them also that love his appearing. And the Lord shall deliver me from every evil work,
and will preserve me unto his heavenly kingdom: to whom be glory for ever and ever.
Amen.

[1 Peter 1.3-5]- Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which
according to his abundant mercy hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, To an inheritance incorruptible, and
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, Who are kept by the
power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.

2. Agreat Christ

a.

[Matthew 25.23]- His lord said unto him, Well done, good and faithful servant; thou hast
been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over many things: enter thou into
the joy of thy lord.

[Revelations 3.21]- To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even
as | also overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne.

[1 Thessalonians 2.19-20]- For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Are not
even ye in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming? For ye are our glory and
joy.

[1 Thessalonians 3.11-13]- Now God himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ,
direct our way unto you. And the Lord make you to increase and abound in love one
toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward you: To the end he may
stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.

3. A great company

a.

[Titus 2.11-14]- For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,
Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly, in this present world; Looking for that blessed hope, and the
glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for
us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people,
zealous of good works.

[Hebrews 9.28]- So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that
look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation.

[1 John 3.2-3]- Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see
him as he is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is
pure.

[2 Peter 3.11-15]- Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of
persons ought ye to be in all holy conversation and godliness, Looking for and hasting
unto the coming of the day of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved,
and the elements shall melt with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to his promise,
look for new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore,
beloved, seeing that ye look for such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in
peace, without spot, and blameless. And account that the longsuffering of our Lord is
salvation; even as our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom given unto him
hath written unto you;

[Hebrews 12.1-2]- Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, and
let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the author and
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finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising
the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
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