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Sampling for Insects & Mites   

Dollar Store Method 

“Plant Washing”   
 

Why?  

• When receiving new cuttings, pull a few samples from each shipment to test for any arthropods present. 

Identifying pests early allows you to dip in appropriate control product before sticking the cuttings. 

• When scouting containerized plants, randomly sample a few leaves from each bench or area. This helps detect 

pests at low populations before visible damage occurs. 

• An added benefit is that washing leaves can also reveal beneficial insects and mites, giving growers reassurance 

about the biological control agents present on the plants. 

Supplies:  

• Two quart jars 

• Funnel  

• Coffee filter 

• Isopropyl or ethanol alcohol  

• Plant cuttings  

• Dissecting microscope, USB scope or hand lens  

Procedure:  
1. Select plant cuttings. 

2. Place a funnel lined with a coffee filter into Jar #1. 

3. Place the cuttings into Jar #2. 

4. Pour alcohol to cover the cuttings (at least half of the jar).  

5. Screw the lid on tightly and shake for 30 seconds. 

6. Remove the lid and pour the liquid into the lined funnel. Allow it to drain completely. Save the alcohol for next 

test, it can be reused.  

7. Remove the coffee filter and examine it under a dissecting microscope. Look for thrips, aphids, mites, beneficials 

and other arthropods. 

 

 

  

  
 

 

 

Aphid 
Cotton Melon 
Aphis gossypii 

Thrips 
Western Flower 

Frankliniella occidentalis 
Adult 

Thrips 
Short-spined 

Thrips parvispinus 
Adult 

Thrips 
Short-spined 

Thrips parvispinus 
Larva 

Mite 
Twospotted Spider 
Tetranychus urticae 

Adult and egg 

Sept 2026 

Method is based on work done by Els Mechant. Three-step 

detection protocol for broad mites in pot azalea. 2015.  
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Plant Washing Supply List  

 

• United Scientific™ Sample Bottles with Lids, Polypropylene, 500ml, 12-Pack 

• Wireless Digital Microscope, Skybasic 50X-1000X Magnification WiFi Portable Handheld Microscopes 

• Oil Funnel Set  

• SE Professional 10X Illuminated Loupe  

• AeroPress Original XL Coffee Pres 

• 2 Dram Clear Glass Vial w/Black Screw Cap (144) 

• 6pcs Ultra-Fine Brush Set for Professional Art and Nail Painting 
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https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00ES3PX6G?ref_=ppx_hzsearch_conn_dt_b_fed_asin_title_2&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B07DVFBVPF?ref_=ppx_hzsearch_conn_dt_b_fed_asin_title_2&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/Funnel-Funnels-For-Filling-Bottles/dp/B07ZJYJ2R4/ref=sr_1_10?dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.anZ-50AP4spFdP7Y7NF6U2YBLw10nHhuvA-mo7MS36vKiWmV7XhTFQ85-tqiaAV58x6mxnMTYdWAqgdgjlLBEqxgv66W5GZHCHjheyFybVBhH10oqTAqwDkrGHuo-NdLRpCi5B6wh9F9fpgkLPTBJNuHvw1Qknr3Eb3mTT8bb5nUS1aGX94-ckDXf2XgkuYtrfkN5DWQ5PQLCWO_ose7ZOC8YSU8LEd0mftGzA8JbsU_hThxZga1eMXAZBzWrsi4Rhp2MmLlb1tUD2uumplYJ8nox7COIuk8PTEJuHVAe7A.wA1Tr1Y7cZ4iqKRWydjOi3VTifFvmELe3uci45HGO2U&dib_tag=se&keywords=funnel&qid=1789534299&sr=8-10&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/SE-MJ3622L-10X-Professional-Illuminated-Metal/dp/B00P112WJA/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3JOKF33PU4DQ4&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.Sc0I3s0wWhSSYXR4BwHWrYHYuAK80sPN4EeFAoGE3ik.ih29JwcVm0FDL3iM4BLMBrRPlI_lGot_hwxHzgzwnlk&dib_tag=se&keywords=10x+handlens+led&qid=1789534470&sprefix=10x+hand+lens+le%2Caps%2C138&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0C6NGDLLP?ref_=ppx_hzsearch_conn_dt_b_fed_asin_title_1&th=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B001P5FN10?ref_=ppx_hzsearch_conn_dt_b_fed_asin_title_1&th=1
https://www.temu.com/6pcs-ultra-fine-brush-set-for-professional-art-and-nail-painting-suitable-for-nail-art-halloween-christmas-decoration--design-durable-brushes-nail-art-supplies-festive-crafts-holiday-decoration--handle-detailed-painting-g-601105760446137.html?_oak_name_id=176912350738735147&_oak_mp_inf=ELnNy7q91ogBGiA1NGQ5YzFhODQ3NGQ0YzYxOTZiMGRmNGQ4YTY2ZWQxMSD6t9HEijQ%3D&top_gallery_url=https%3A%2F%2Fimg.kwcdn.com%2Fproduct%2Ffancy%2F6771b180-c9c0-4198-8e80-44e5c659e7e8.jpg&spec_gallery_id=793316&refer_page_sn=10009&freesia_scene=2&_oak_freesia_scene=2&_oak_rec_ext_1=MjY0&_oak_gallery_order=624242601%2C1084705093%2C382434865%2C1053292617%2C755406748&search_key=nail%20art%20brushes&refer_page_el_sn=200049&_x_vst_scene=adg&_x_ads_channel=google&_x_ads_sub_channel=search&_x_ads_account=3000276029&_x_ads_set=24003473658&_x_ads_id=197860015123&_x_ads_creative_id=815825106693&_x_ns_source=g&_x_ns_gclid=CjwKCAjw2aPVBhBkEiwA0Cptt5328KPpvAP-iDfPj8wRwtwjoy7cn9H2EwUFmqTj605MyPKHT8hBvBoCjhUQAvD_BwE&_x_ns_placement=&_x_ns_match_type=e&_x_ns_ad_position=&_x_ns_product_id=&_x_ns_target=&_x_ns_devicemodel=&_x_ns_wbraid=CkEKCQjw2aPVBhC3ARIwANivrJv86MAaGNEb_WNk_MjZPRY3iOM-YM0oqSWz6ZDo5edqthoECkquTGRt9obrGgKrPA&_x_ns_gbraid=0AAAAAo4mICEo_Tlv3aWidM1ky6cFdpgQK&_x_ns_keyword=supply%20nails&_x_ns_targetid=kwd-3536675025&_x_ns_extensionid=&_x_ns_assetid=&_x_ug_asset_id=%7Bassetid%7D&_x_sessn_id=i9ltkj541e&refer_page_name=search_result&refer_page_id=10009_1789534690736_eaapu3p6z9

