


PREAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

FOR GOD AND COUNTRY, WE ASSOCIATE OURSELVES TOGETHER
FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:

TO UPHOLD AND DEFEND THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA:

TO MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER:
TO FOSTER AND PERPETUATE A ONE HUNDRED PERCENT AMERICANISM:

TO PRESERVE THE MEMORIES AND INCIDENTS OF OUR ASSOCIATIONS
IN THE GREAT WARS:

TO INCULCATE A SENSE OF INDIVIDUAL OBLIGATION TO THE
COMMUNITY, STATE AND NATION:

TO COMBAT THE AUTOCRACY OF BOTH THE CLASSES AND THE
MASSES:

TO MAKE RIGHT THE MASTER OF MIGHT:
TO PROMOTE PEACE AND GOOD-WILL ON EARTH:

TO SAFEGUARD AND TRANSMIT TO POSTERITY THE PRINCIPLES OF
JUSTICE, FREEDON AND DEMOCRACY:

TO CONSECRATE AND SANCTIFY OUR COMRADESHIP BY OUR DEVOTION
TO MUTUAL HELPFULNESS.
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, ]\:'Jmce_commander; Elmer M
Leslie Enger, junior vice

Joliet-Herald News

August 19,1966

rhoto by Erleen

{Nirg(‘)il:listmaﬁlND — Officers for the coming year
Post 294 A ed In recent ceremonies at Morris
ottt fn)fﬁl}t:rlcan Legion. Named to direct the
Gibs f.° ne post are: seated, left to right, Lee
< on, Iinance officer; Kenneth Allen, senior
cKibben, commander;
commander. Standing,

District

Commander ‘Robert

Ralph Coop of Minooka, installing offi | |
commander of 12th District; Ly%e siﬁﬁif;‘&g“ﬁ
Sheridan, installing sergeant at arms and senif,’
vice commander of 12th District; Clarence Colll

man, historian; Robert Lindsay

and Arnold Peterson, adjutant. RS hicer:

Those installed were Elmer

Lindsay presented a yearly re-|McKibben, commander; Ken-
port as service officer of the|neth Allen, senior vice comman-

post. In the past yea

had presented Bibles t0 the fam-|commander;

r the post|der; Leslie Enger, junior vice

Elwood Ferguson,

ilies of 14 deceased members:chaplain; Ernest Brooks, ser-

formed for him and
iary.

junior vice

]Ly_on.
\commander.

Legiwn Inswaliativn
Post 294, American Legion,

(

i tly elected
i wazo:nfg?xdé’r of the|National Security Commission
| Grundy County Council.

Silent prayer was held for Roy
recently deceased past
His son and his|was reccived from new com-
son-in-law are past commanders. |mander Ellwyn (Butch) Schubbe
Ralph Coop ,past 12th District|of Harwood Post 5, Joliet, and

and sent out fifty get well cards. |geant-at-arms; Clarence Colman
Gibson thanked all his officers | historian; Robert Lindsay, ser-
for helping make Morris Post |vice officer; Lee Gibson, finance
100 per cent membership and|officer,

for the many services they per-|adjutant. §
the auxil-

and Arnold Peterson,

Coop 'thanked the members
for being allowed to serve on the

Department of Illinois as a
member from Grundy County.

A telegram of congratulations

held an open installation of offi-| commander, Was installing offi-|his officers — senior vice com-

cers Thursday night. cer, assisted

by 12th District|mander Bob Anderson, and jun-

Retiring Commander Lee Gib-|senior vice commander Lyle|ior vice commander Lennie Ed-
son presided over a brief busi-|Studebaker of Sheridan, Ill., as|wards — who were installed -

ness meeting, at which Past sergeant-at-arms.

Saturday.
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[A6¢ — 1969 POST OFFICERS

COMMANDER: FRANK B. KUNTZ

SR. VICE COMMANDER: JOE LAUGHARY
JR. VICE COMMANDER: CHAS ENGER
FINANCE OFFICER: L. H. GIBSON
CHAPIA IN: LES ENGER

SGF. AT-ARMS JOHN BRADY

SERVICE OFFICER: BERT OSNESS
HISTORIAN: CLARENCE COLMAN
ADJUTANT: ROGER FRANKS

EXECUTIVE COMMITIEE

DONALD BRIGHT
ELWOOD FERGUSON
BURDETTE ENGER
ELMER McKIBBEN
WILLIAM R. FERGUSON
LARRY READER
FRED CLEMENS, JR.
GARY GUNNERSON
MERTON FREELAND
GORDON VAKSDAL
ROBERT RYDER
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Legion Installs
Officers Here
Tuesday Night

Installation of officers for the
American Legion Post held
Tuesday evening in the Morris
Post No. 294 Home was con-
ducted by past 12th District
Commander Ralph Coop of Mi-
nooka, assisted by 12th District
Senior Vice Commander Lyle
Studebaker of Sheridan as ser-
geant at arms.

Guests included Mrs. Coop of
Minooka, - Mrs. Studebaker of
Sheridan and members of Mor-
ris Post No. 294 Auxiliary.

The following officers were in- ;
stalled: commander, Elmer H.,
MecKibben; senior vice com- |
mander, Kenneth Allen; junior
vice commander, Les Enger;
adjutant, Arnold Peterson; fi-
nance officer, Lee Gibson;
' chaplain, Elwood Ferguson: ser-
' geant at arms, Ernest Brooks;
| service officer, Robert Lindsay;
! historian, Clarence Colman.

Ralph Coop thanked the mem-
bers for being allowed to serve |
on the National Security Com- |
mission, Department of Illinois,
as a member from Grundy
County. He also commented that
! the department of Illinois, sec-
ond division, 12th district, Grun-
dy County and Morris Post No.
294 had attained 100 per cent
membership.

A short business session was
held and past 12th Distriet Com-
| mander Robert Lindsay pre-
sented a yearly report as ser-
vice officer of the post. A total
of 14 Bibles were reported dis-
| tributed to families of decased
| members, 65 sympathy cards
were sent to members’ families
and 50: get well cards were sent
to members. f

In tribute to departed past
Commander Roy Lyon, mem-
|bers and guests stood in silent
reverence.

Lee Gibson, outgoing com-
mander and newly elected jun-
ior vice commander of Grundy
County Council, thanked all of
| the officers for their services
in helping the Morris Post at.
tain 100 per cent membership
this year and all those who
helped make the year a sye. |
| cessful one. i

A telegram of congratulations '
was received from new Com-
mander Ellwyn (Buteh) Schubbe
of Harwood Post No. 5 in Jo.
liet and his officers, Senior
Vice Commander Bob Ander-
son and Junior Vice Commander
Lennie Edwards who will be in-
stalled at 8 p.m. Saturday,

The meeting adjourned for |
lunch and a social time in the |
club room,
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PIRST BULLETIN FCR 1967
1967 efficers arc:

E. H.e McKibben
Kenne th <-1len

Commander

Sr. Vico Comms
Jr. Vice Comine Iss. Engoer
Adjutant Arnold Pcterson
Finance Officor Lee H, Gibson
Chavlain Elwood Ferguson
Sgt. at Aras Erne st Brooks
Scrvice Cfficer Rober t Lindsay
Historian Clarence Colman

EXECUTIVE CCMMITIEE

Orv®lle Sempson
Roy uclaughlin
Jack Brady

Al. Doarfler
Don Pellegrini

Leonard Hanson
Rice Graham
Fred Clomons
Frank Kuntz
Joe Laughory

No. 1 - MOST IMPORTANT-MEMBERSIIP

ELIGIBILITY DATES:
For Membershin in the American Logisn

April 6, 1917 to Nov. 11, 1918
Diecy 7, 1901 to Septs 25 L1945
June (25, 1950 to July 27, 1953

There were more ithan 22,403,000
veterans in civilian life and
soon the Legion ranks will be
open to moreg.  Last Tuesday at
the National Convention the
Legion voted to accept all
Veterans in service since the
Red Torpedo boat attacks in the
gulf of Tonkin, Auge 5, 196l.

BY AN JARLY BIRD--PAY YOUR DUZS NOW

Yorris Post dues for this yoar

have been raised to 6,00 and

©25,00 for a Fivo year card due

to raise by Depertment end Nationol.

TQG*AmQrican Legion smblem indicates
SERVICE FOR' GOD AND COUN'TRY.

~=OPUIBATTON SHOJ YOUR COLORS--
Americens are serving thc cm g »7¢
Freedom in Viet Nams I wear my .
Country's fleg to show that I
support their efforts.

BIG T IIIIGS ARE HAPPUNING IN

W CURROSHE

You cén, bo a part of it.
Attend maetings tHe First-and.
Third Thurscday of cach mnonth.
Sign up members today, and
rece ive Membership Stars; and
other awards,

COLING ACTIVITINS~PLAN NOW

TO ATTREI
Sat. Sept. 10, Unifeorm Night
Wear your uniform and partic-
inate in the funl! Prizss to
be ewardgd. Ilusiec furnished
by Bubblcs Orche.

Sat. Seot. 2, CORN FESTIVAL
am= STEAK TRY ~~m
6200 to 83130 PW
Resorvations by ticlets at
the Club Rocom, or mecmbers
Phone 9.2-0183
DANCE PO THE JVERRY ((IiH

Thurs. Oct. 6, Meeting Wight
yoBERSHTP KICK~-O0HF DILIBR
PR BioR FRERE
SPAGHL TTL DIMUER 6ah5Pi1
Dinner open to .lembers and
Prospcctive members by .
Roservetions. Phonc. 9,2-0183

Ve terans enrolling in The
American Legion join a real
outfit of he-men who scrved
together in tims of war.
Fricndshivs made in the war
service ondure. Friendships
made  in THE A)RICA LEGION
likowise cndure.

PLAIT 'O, PO JRATEWD L

l2th District lMeeting et Obtawa

et s

Post 33, Sun. Sebt. 48, 1966,

2nd Division Fal 1 Mouting to
be held here et ilorris Post
home. Sun. Oct, 16, 1966,

Plans ere underway to help
becautify the Club Room and

2nd Floor. Volunteors aro
necded t3 paint the 2nd Ffloor.
Contect the Comaender,



ced all 1ines on overdue books ifIScott Lo. unaer e SUpervision|

Grundy County Men-

Get Legion Posts |

By ERLEEN RADCLIFF
Telephone 942-0222

MORRIS — Robert Lindsay
reported on a recent 12th Dis-
trict, American Legion, organi-
zational meeting in Yorkville at
Thursday’s meeting of Post 294.

Commander Elmer McKibben
and Past Commander Lee Gib-
son also attended.

Five Grundy ~County mem-
bers were appointed to commit-
tees, Lindsay announced.

They are Ralph Coop of Mi-
nooka, mational Security Com-
mission and Civil Defense; Rob-
ert Lindsay of Morris, 12th Dis-
trict Publicity Ofiicer; Elwood
Ferguson of Morris, 12th Dis-
trict Resolution Committee; Lee
Gibson of Morris, Counter Sub-
versive Committee; and Clar-
ence Colman, also of Morris
Community Service ommittee.

‘Post 294 will be host to a Sec-
ond Division meeting this fall.

A discussion was held on the|'

annual stag, and a check will

be made before the next meet-
ing on any other community ac-

tivieis before a date is set.

Birthday Dinner dates of April|T
1 or 8 will be suggested to sen-{5

ior vice commander,

in an invitation to him for their|
speaker for the event. -
Service officer Lindsay re-
ported that the following mem-
bers were in hospitals: Eby
George and Al Kowalzck in
Hines Hospital, Chicago; John
Bowman in Saint Joseph Hos-
pital, Joliet; Al Hume and Harry
Brown in the Morris Hospital.
A sympathy card had been sent
to the family of Mr. and Mus.
Roy Lyons.

Due tto a recent raise of dues
by Department of Illinois and an
anticipated raise by thasnation-
al organization, dues for Mor-
ris Post members were raised
to $6 per year and a five-year
card will be $25.
Notices will be mailed to all
unpaid members.
The commander appointed ju-
nior vice commander, Les Eng-
er, as chairman for participa-|
tion in the 18th Annual Grundy
County Corn Festival.

A4S .
American Legion To Make
Building Improvements

The building committee of the

depart-{gt aerican Legion Post 294, Mor-

ment of Illinois, Russel Biertiz,|ce ris, was given authority at a re-

cent meeting to improve light-
ing, acoustics, and decoration
of the band stand and to pur-
chase paint for painting the
i second floor with volunteer help.
All members who can donate a
little time are urged to contact
the commander or Jack Brady.
iEstimates for repail:lng or re-
i placing the outside sign and for
' repairs to the front of the build-
ing are to be obtained.
Action taken at the national
convention recently opens the
ranks of the Legion and anyone
" on active duty anywhere it the
| world since the Aug. 5, 1964,
| Aed Torpedo boat attacks in the
| Golf of Tonkin will be eligible
| to join. : _
Other businesg of the meeting
included plans for the member-
| ship campaign kick-off Oct: '6
with a dinner ‘and spea
‘plans for the Legion Stag
for Dec. 9, and reports of 1.
Legion’s planned activities dur-
ling the Corn Festival.

PE————————————
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tegion Rost
Raises Yearly
Dues to $6

A regular meeting of Motrris
dnerican Legion Post 294 was
1eld Thursday evening with
oramander Elmer RIMcKibbe:
presiding.

w11 officer Robert Lindsay
reported the following memb

] wspitals: Moy Georgs
and Al Kowalczyk at Hines Hos:

wal in dlines. IHl.; John Bow
man at St. Joseph Hospital in
aliet and A] Hume and Harry
Brown at the Morris Hospital,

na iy caras were sent te
the Lyon children.

Duie to a recent raise of duss
by the Illinois department and
i anticip te! raise on the na
tional level, dues for the Morris

5 caised to 35 per
year or a five-year card for $25.
Dics nodees will be sent to a!
members who have not paid.
vonios vice eosmmaanler Les
Enger was appointed chairman
f the committee far the Grundy
County Corn Festival Parade bS’
zommander McKibben,

Robert Lindsay reported on
the 12t4 district organizational
meeting held Aug. 14 in York-
Commander McKibben
and past commander Gibson at-
tended. Five members from the
county were appointed to com-
mittees. They were Rohert Lind-
fay, 12th district publicity offi-
cer; Elwood Ferguson, 12th dis-
tr}ct resolution committee; Lee
Gibson, counter subversive com-
mxtte;e; Clarence Colman, com-
munity service committee and
Ralph Coop, National Security
C(vr'\mxsswn and Civil Defense,
The Morris Post will have the

o

e nd division f; i ;
Oetobes all meeting in

56 Wikl e
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LEGION OPEn.
IS DOORS T0
YANKS IN VIET

%Action Requires
. Congress 0. K. |

| BY ALDOG BECKMAN

(Pictures on back page)
| [Chicage Tribune Press Service]
| Washington, Aug. 30 — The
| American Legion today vofed
unanimously to open its mem-
| bership to Viet Nam veterans
Il and all service men who have
| served since Aug. 5, 1964.
| The resolution was read to
| delegates at the opening day
| business meeting of the national
convention by Judge Alfonse
iWells. Circuit Court of Cook
| county, Ill., who is chairman of
| the resolutions committee.
| The only cpposition came dur-
ling committee hearings from
| Legionnaires who argued that
| the new date should be set by
Congress. There was no oppo-|

i
{

i

| Morris, that the American Le-

11918 (World War I);. Dec. T,

Lamended to make eligible the

Legéon Ranks
Opened to
Viet Veterans

{

Local men are reminded by
Dr. S. C. Liedman, commander
of the American Legion Post in

gion membership ranks have
been opened to the current gen-
eration of Viet Nam veterans.
In quick action by the Con-|
gress and President Lyndon B. !
Johnson, the amendment propos-
ed by the legion’s national con-
vention was acted upon and in
effect within 48 hours. }
The legion’s charter is now

men and women of the armed
services who have been honor-
ably discharged who served on |
active duty from Aug. 5, 1964,
until “the cessation of hostili-
ties as determined by the gov-
ernment of the United States.”

Other periods of service for
American Legion membership
are: April 6, 1917 to Nov. 11,

L}

e

1941, to Sept. 2, 1945 (World War |
IT); and June 25, 1950, to July

27, 1953 (Korean War).

- e

——-

sition to the admitting of Viet
| Nam veterans.
First Day of Retaliation
| The August date was selectéd
| because that was the day Amer-
ican forces retaliated against
torpedo boat attacks cn two
United States destroyers in the
Gulf of Tonkin by bombing
shore batteries and naval in-
stallations in North Viet Nam.
Before today’s action, only
veterans who served on or be-
| fore July 27, 1953, the date of
i the Kcrean armistice, were eli- |
|gible for American Legion’
| membership. {
L. Eldon James, the national |
| commander, told the 8,300 dele- |
| gates in the Distriet of Colum- |
| bia armory that their action |
|was ‘“one of historical signifi- |
| cance in the history of the,
| Legion.”
' Needs Congress 0. K.
| Congress must amend the Le-
| gion’s charter before the reso-
{ Jution becomes official policy,
but @ number of senators
| introduced the legislation short- |
ly after the resolution was
adopted. Congressional approval
is considered a certainty.
Shortly before the resolution

was adopted, James presentpd
the American Legion distin-
guished service award to Capt.
Roger Donlon, the first Amer-
ican to receive the congres-
sional medal of honor for brav-
ery during battle in Viet Nam,
Vice President Humphrey |
told the commander’s dinner to-
night that he can ‘“see 10 im-
mediate end to our struggle in
Viet Nam,” and ‘‘we must be |
prepared for many hard days|
ahead.” He said that “if we are |
to remain alive . . . we have
no choice but to hold our course |
and see it thru in Viet Nam.”

& b

Legion Admits
First Veteran
of War in Viet|

BY ALDO BECKMAN
[Chicago Tribune Press Service] :
5 Washington, Sept. 1 — The |
American Legion ended its na-
tional convention here today by
indorsing American policy in
Viet Nam and by admitting the |
first Viet Nam veteran as a
member.
| One of the last acts of the |
week-long convention was the |
swearing in of Gordon Saffold, |
23, of Saltville, Va., who spent';
| three years in the army, four |
months of which were spent in |
Saigon as a radio operator. i
Saffold, who was chosen as
| the first because he was the
first man to apply last night
' | after learning of the Legion ac- |
tion opening membership to Viet |
Nam veterans, was sworn in a |
few minutes after President |
Johnson signed the bill, official- I
ly opening the Legion to men
'| who have served since Aug. 5, |
1964.
Johnson Speaks of Unity

In a White House ceremony,
Johnson told 40 Legionnaires
that ‘“‘the struggle for freedom |
in Viet Nam today is as impor- |
tant as any conflict in which
our countrymen have ever en-
gaged.”
He said the swift action of |
Congress in amending the Le-
gion charter after the Legion |
voted to admit Viet Nam veter- | |
ans has “made our stand of
unity completely clear” to any-
one who might question United
States determination to remain |
in Viet Nam.
Among those present for the |
signing were army Capt. Roger
Donlon, the first medal of hon-
or winner in Viet Nam, who
attended the Legion convention
as an honored guest fo receive
its highest award, the Legion
distinguished service award.
New Chief Elected ‘

Also present were L. Eldon |
! James, last year’s Legion com- |
| mander, and his successor,
| John E. Davis, former North
| Dakota governor, who was
| elected national commander by
| acclamation a few minutes be-
{fore the White House cere-
) mony.

Davis, 53, was an army offi-
lcer in' Burope during World
War II and received four bat-
' tle stars. For his one year as
commander, he will receive
$25,000 and an unlimited ex- (.
pense account.
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| MORAFTIS HERPLD
American chnon

Receives New Member

American Legion 294 met!
Thursday evening in the Legion |
! Hall with commander E. H. Mc-
Kibben presiding.

Les Enger, chairman of the
corn festival parade committee,
reported that the Clown Band
of Ottawa will perform in the
. parade.

Commander McKibben com-
'mented on the membership
‘kick off dinner planned for L.
‘Oct 6. Past commander Lee
| Gibson reported that the Sweet |
, Adelines would present the pro-
' gram.

A card from 12th district
commander James Stott was
‘read announcing the 12th dis-
'{rict meeting and installation
of officers to be held at 2 p.m.
Sunday at the Ottawa Lodge.
Everyone is invited to attend.

Past commander Gibson in-
troduced the first new member
of the Viet Nam conflict, Lar-
ry Reader of Morris. Reader
' was welcomed by the command-
er and the members attending.

\
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Morris Legion

. Membership |
Drive Slated

dollt’f HER Lp WE W

MORRIS — The membBrsmp
kickoff dinner of American Le-
gion Post 294 has been set for
Oct. 6.

1t was announced Thursday at
a membership meeting at the|

F Fsr, Al

| post home.

The Clown Band of Ottawa
thas accepted an invitation to
parhcnpate in the Corn Festivall
_parade. {

The first new member of the‘]

ler was introduced by the Com-|
I mander. |

The 12th district meeting and|
‘mstallatlon of officers will be at
2 p.m. Sunday at the Ottawa
Legmn Home.

/)o)'.i 249 /N

Viet Nam conflict, Larry Read-}
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