August 30, 1995

How Grundy County
Helped Win the War

Pivotal
battles
etched
in GI’s
memory

By PETE ResLer
Herald Managing Editof

Norman- Ziegler still has a Silver
Star waiting for him, 50 years after
he fought in the D-Day invasion and
the Battle of the Bulge, but he's not
very interested

Ziegler was more interested in
getting on with his life in the United
States when the war ended than in
collecting accolades for his bravery
in some of the most pivotal battles
of World War Il

He retumed to Effingham County
in November 1945, more than three
years after enlisting, to find the fam-
ily farm had been sold. He took a
job in a stove factory. but work was
not steady

He moved to Grundy County 1n
1951, taking a job at the DuPont
plant near Seneca making dynamite.

Here he and his wife raised their
children and retired

But the memories of battle do not
fade casily, and certain remem-
brances stand out for various rea-
sons

Zicgler joined up in July 1942 at
22 years old. and headed to Fort
McLelland for basic tramning. He
then went to Memphis for Military
Police and Ranger training

Eleven months after he signed up,
he was a combat policeman leaving
Newport News, Va., aboard the

World War Ii veterans Mike Fowler (left) and Norman Ziegler reminisce about their roles in the pivotal Normandy Invasion. (Herald Photo/Jo Ann Hustis)

See "Ziegler..." on page 2B

When you think of American war heroes, you
may think of John Wayne, Henry Fonda and
other Hollywood stars who portrayed the
fighting patriots who fought the battles to
preserve our freedoms.

Few of us know who the true heroes
really are: your neighbor who brings
over those great tomatoes every sum-
mer, the local grocer who always had a
smile on his face, the husband and
wife who sit in front of you at <gg'q
church each Sunday.

They celebrated 50 years ago when the Axis forces
surrendered to America and the other Allied nations,
not only because the war for democracy was won, but
because they were finally_going to go home to lh;lr
families and friends, home to Grundy County.

The Daily Herald has compiled the stories of many
of these local service people, as well as those who
stayed home and did their best to be sure our men and
women overseas had everything they needed.

Those memories have been preserved on these
pages, memories of how Grundy County fought for
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You need not look beyond
area towns for U.S. patriots

your freedoms.
Today, we feature the war in Europe, featuring
are men who fought in all the major
th confrontations stemming the tide of
Nazi and fascist aggression.
Thursday, Aug. 31, we will con-
centrate on the heroic campaign in
3. the Pacific Theater.
S(I")'J We will tell the stories of fighter

4 pilots, naval gunners, infantrymen
@and others who survived brutal
assaults by our enemies on the way

to victory.

And on Friday, Sept. 1, we will focus on the home-
front, the men, women and children who did all they
could to support the war effort, from working long
hours in the Seneca Shipyard to organizing drives for
critical materials to sellmg and buying war bonds.

The result of all their efforts and sacrifices was vic-
tory on all fronts. .

The staff of the Daily Herald hopes the following
stories will help bring those great victories a half-cen-
tury ago a little closer to home.

FEATURED INSIDE

Bl Jesse Gonnam took fate into
own hands to regain freedom

Mike Fowler visited hell on
Earth at Omaha Beach

Bl Homer Bradiey tough on all
speeders, even Gen. Patton

Bl A unique perspective on war
from a German point of view

d Bruckelmeyer, Lost Convoy
survived North Russia winter

Harry Brown’s journal holds
D-Day details




Gonnam took fate into own hands to escape

Mazon native able to
escape from Nazis on
second attempt after

being shot down over
German prison qgmp

By LEiGH ANN Ji
Herald Writer

‘ew words coul iescril the
plight of Jesse Gonnam, when at the

age of 22 he entered a war, the war
that would mark the world with
visions instilled from generation to
generation.

“I don’t mean to be blowing my
own horn,” he said, when asked
about his endeavors during World
War L

Still very humble about the efforts
he contributed to the war he was
also very intent on including his
wife. “This is really a story about
both of us”, said Jesse. He never
forgot how she was-stuck home to
wonder and worry when he was
over in Europe and rarely had con-

Ziegler

tact with her.

But never the less the story of
Jesse Gonnam truly proves to be a
brave and powerful one. In 1941 he
entered the Army Air Corps.

Rather than attending college he
wrote an exam to qualify him to fly
ﬁlhlﬂ’ Jets and received training.

training, he was stationed
in Vu:u:n Texas, where he also
married his w:fe. Gwen.

Nineteen forty-two marked his
station assignment overseas, where
he was transferred to Eagland via
the luxury cruise ship Que:n Mary,
which was converted into & trans-
porx ship for the troops during the

J:nc was one of 16,000 people
who were transferred to England on
that ship.

In the fall of 1943 Jesse was sta-
tioned at Metfielde Military Base in
East Anglia where he received more
gunnery training. From there he
logged his first 57 combat missions.

It was-the 58th combat mission
that ignited, literally, a story of
more than j ;un a war participant.
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In January and February 1944, the
war was intensifying toward its cli-
max and the U.S. was sending 800-
1,000 bombers a day over Berlin,
the rest of Germany and some of-
Holland.

While on a search and destroy
mission, during that crucial period,
Gonnam's plane was fired upon and
a bullet entered the gas tank near his
seat.

Forced to parachute out of the
plane, Gonnam was injured with

on his face and wrist, and his
arms and cloths were charred

This was only the beginning of
his troubles, as Gonnam landed in
the barracks of a German military

Taken immediately into custody,
Gonnam was treated by a German
doctor at the base. He remarked that
the German doctors were very good.
very smart, and today the scars of
that unfortunate mission are barely.
if at all, visible.

Though the treatment in the hos-
pital was helpful, Gonnam was still
a prisoner of war. He spent 10 days

in Frankfurt under interrogation, and
it was unsettling to Gonnam that the
Germans knew more about the
Army Air Corps than he himself
knew.

He was then transferred to a camp
in Sagan, Poland, where he stayed
for.another 10 months,

He was forced to take part in The
Great Camp March in January of
1945, in which POWs walked from
Sagan to Nueremberg, Germany.

During a second march, Gonnam
and three others escaped, hiding in
the woods. Being in the heart of
Germany made it difficult for them
10 escape casily They spent their
days sleeping and their nights run-
ning

One evening the men were caught
in a barn after a girl and her dog had
entered. Knowing they were caught
they waited for the Germans to
arri% and they confessed to being
POWs and were sent to jail.

This however, did not destroy the
will of the men to escape. One night
the prisoners were being moved and
when the truck stopped at a railroad

From page 1B

U.S.S. Thomas S. Berry, an over-
crowded ocean liner headed for
England as part of a huge convoy.

Hardly a luxury Ctuise for which
the vessel was designed, Zicgler
recalls the military crammed 5,000
men on the boat designed for 500
for the 10-day trip.

They landed in Southampton,
England, and settled in for more
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Over the next 11 moaths he and
the other members of the 1st
Army's 318th MP Division moved
around England awaiting the call to
battle,

Those months passed slowly, with
nightfall inviting bombardment by
German planes. “While we were

But the rules changed when the
prisoners included Nazi SS troopers,
who were hard-core, seasoned war-
riors.

This added danger called for a
ration of one MP to every two SS
POWs.

After their work was done in
France, Ziegler's division moved
toward Belgium, and eventually

3 y.

Along the way, they witnessed the
final stage of lhe Battle of the
Bulge Germany's last victory of the

Zl iegler recalls the scene as a “reg-
ular massacre,” with his outfit
escaping the slaughter just ahead of
the German claws closing in on both
sides.

The division moved toward Berlin

“We didn’t know a thing,”
Ziegler said. “But once we got
on that LST we knew that

was it.”
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there we got bombed about every
night,” recalled Ziegler

While most others enjoy the
splendor of fireworks, he is often
reminded of the constant explosions
over England

As the soldiers waited for their
call 1o battle, they were often called
upon 1o help dig out the rubble of
local homes and buildings

The Gls were not told when they
would be called upon to fight; they
were only expected to do what they
were told.

“We didn't know a thing,” Ziegler
said. “But once we got on that LST
we knew that was it.”

The door dropped down and the
green soldiers looked out onto
Omaha Beach littered with
Amencan and German bodies, casu-
alues of the previous day, D-Day,
June 6. 1944

“You got a quick education,”
noted Ziegler, recalling the troops
storming out of the landing craft
into the deep water.

The soldiers held their nfles high
and made their way to the blood
stained beach

“There were bodies all over, You
had 1o either step over a Gl or walk
around them.”

Although Ziegler's job was
direcung traffic, including troops,
cquipment and supplics, he was
expected to fight alongside the oth-
ers dunng batles

“The first 24 hours | was over
there | dug seven foxholes,” he said
They advanced slowly, taking cover
by digging shallow holes with whal-
ever they had, usually their helmets.

Often you dug a hole less than
100 feet from where you dug the
last one. he sax

The Allied forces pushed on into
France. liberaung villages on the
road to Pans, which was occupied
by Hider's Naas.

The roops often stayed with fam-
ihes in these villages. He recalled
they were quite friendly. But the
scars left behind by the retreating
Geermans are hard to forget

“One thing that got me. after you
Ot n there a ways. every ime you
saw a church the steeple was blown
off of it

Resistance smipers often hid in the
steeples. 50 the Germans destroyed
them

When the fightng subsided,
Ziegler was called on 1o direct traf-
fic and to walk prisoners of war well
behind the front lines.

The walks. often up to three
miles. involved one MP for every 12
10 15 regular prisoners

for the final assault on the German
militany.

But they were stopped 35 miles
away, as the Russians were

allow
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slaughter instigated by Hitler's

warped Aryan dream.
As Americans back home cele-

brated victory in Europe, Ziegler

felt fortunate to still have one picce

of gear given to him and his fellow

Gls before they got to Omaha
ach.

They called it a “mattress cover.”
It was actually a body bag. When a
soldier was killed, he was placed in
his own body ba;

“Forwnately I didn't need mine.”
Ziegler said

There are other images still
etched in his mind, including the
Siegfried Line, several rows of 5-
feet tall concrete pyramids stretched
for miles along the Belgium-
Germany border designed to keep
tanks out

Ziegler recalls the Alliés simply
buried them under mounds of dirt
and drove over them. They also
made a good place to dry clothes.
~And he’ll never forget “Bedcheck
Annie" a single German pilot who
flew over their positions every night
hoping to draw fire. This would
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have helped the Germans pinpaint
their position to launch a full auack
Fortunately, he said. they never
fired.
After Germany surrendered
Zicgler went back to his MP dutics

awaiting his turn for discharge

Soldiers compiled points for taking
part in battles and other operations
The more points you had. the sooner
you went home

In November 1945, he arnved
back on Amenican soil. at Newport
News, and was treated 10 4
dinner

Ironically, the meal was served by
German POWs.

“It didn"t bother me 1o much. but
1t got to some of those guy s
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crossing Gonnam ran out into the
night once again.
By this time there were only two
men, Gonnam and another, left
together -and the two found them-
selves in a barn.

Only, this time,
By 25 German

HIGH POWERED-LOW LEVEL AEROBATICS!
Gates Open at 10:00 a.m.
Something for Everyone—

In the sky and on the ground!

The 1995 edition of Morris Skyfest is dedicated
to the men and women who served our country
during World War II.
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Saturday, Sept. 2nd

soldiers.

They spent the night talking the
Germans into surrendering, and i
the moming they marched the men
across a field where the tw.

See "Gonnam..."” on page 3B
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Fowler visited hell on Earth at Omaha Beach

By Jo ANN Hustis
Herald Writer

SENECA - Four tiny bronze
arrowheads on the European
Invasion Forces Medal on the wall
in Mike Fowler's home represent
four days of hell for the former
World War Il infantryman

Fowler was among the thousands
of Allied troops who took part in the
world's greatest military conquest
the invasion of Europe on D-Day.
June 6, 1944

“Oh, it was bad; it was bad,” he
reflected. “If I had any inkling |
could have swum the Englsh
Channel. I would have gone back

Fowler went in to the beach on
the first wave

“It was hard to believe it was me
there in the muddle of all that You
really didn't have much tume to
think about yourself. though We
were laught that we were fighting
for our country,” he said

“But you weren't fighting for
that; you were fighting to save your
butt. That's what you were doing

At 21, Fowler was the oldest
enlistee 1n his Army outfit, the
7565th  Ordnance Medium
Automotive Maintenance His father
served overseas in the same division
during World War

There were 22 enbistees and one
officer in Fowler's outfit. They rode
to within 12 mules of the Normandy
shore from their basc in England
aboard a Landing Ship, Tank - ST+
such as those produced at the Praine
Shipyard in Seneca - and then trans
ferred to other smaller landing
barges

“1 looked up from the barge at
Life Magazine photographer Robert
Capa on the LST, and he took my
picture. Then | lost the magazine
1'd give anything for another copy
Fowler said

The Germans forufied the Omaha
Beach area where the outhit landed
with explosive mines fastened to
blockades similar i shape and ize
to ensscrossed telephone poles

The mines would blow the bow
off any ship that ran into the block
ade. Fowler smd

Behind  the blockades  the
Germans wove tangles of concertina
wire up and down the beach. Back
of that was The Spider, a Nazi foru
ficauon with steel barmér gates simi
lar 10 floodgates on concrete rollers
The Germans rolled the gates in and
out with the ude

“Our outfit was (o help eliminate
all that so the troops could get n
But everything didnt go as planned
and we didn't go in on the beach
where we were supposed 1o We
came 1 on the upper end instead.
he sad

And we got hung up on & mine
on our way in So this b-foot, 4anch
tall guy from New York City shd
off the front end of vur landing
barge and went down into the water
clear out of sight | ran 10 the front
and jumped off. toc

This guy came back up and we
went 10 on the beach together We
started digging a foxhole in the
sand The concertina wire was
ahead ot us and the enemy pl
were coming in low strafing the

I

.Gonnam

beach
Was | scared? O-0-0-h-h, you

was definitely scared You thought
about everything you'd ever done
wrong or everything you just about
did wrong "

Fowler was almost sure he would
be killed

“When my outfit left for Europe,
my dad told me, ‘Don’t go over
there with the idea you're not com.
ing back,” he said

“But there were times | thought |
wouldn't make & | hope that a0 one
n my family or anybody else’s fam
ily ever has 10 go through anything
Jike that again

The outfit's mussion was to drag
out of the water those vehicles that
were sunk while unloading troops
and equipment

Division that didn’t make 1t They
were strangers (0 me But when you
saw them all laying there dead

After the Allies established a
foothold on the beach. the troops
bulldozed a large trench and laid the
dead tside. Fowler said

“This was the first ceme
Then the Allies had German prison
ers-of-war dig 1t all up later and
move the cemetery back onto the
hull.” he said

Fowler considers himself pretty
lucky in-not beng wounded during
the fightng

You got knocked out sexeral
umes from the arullery. though The
artllery would go off and the con
cussion knocked you over

The might of Junc 6 was an expe

ery

They were as

Yook potshots at us

N was attempting

g
division

here a tortre

was located at the far end of. the
beach

*And the Germans were just

slaughtering the Rangers Their bod
1es were piiing up at the i the
Cif where they were k But
ne= the Rangers tinally got over
the tp. it was a horse of a different

colur because then they made head

way
Fowler and his cousin. George
Turner of a. met on the beach

© invasion b

two days atter
We were unluading troops at the

on the beach
Fowler said
The men did
the job with PD
18 tractors,
whose engines
ran as long as

the exhaust

stacks stuck up - yo
above the ”“”' }/( u
waves to save yc

To hook onto
a  swamped
vehicle, the dri
vers were forced

1o approach

That's wh

“We were taught that we
were fighting for our
country. But you
weren-t fighting for

were fighting
ur butt.
1t you

were doing.”

time when | saw this guy walk
across the sand |
thought, "There's
onlv one puy in
the world thy
could be * And fit

was He made 1t
through the war
then ot Killed in a
var acaodent a few

veans aga

The outhit s com

sideways  on .
their tractors to avord the enemy
who was finng at them trom the
shore with SO-caliber machine guns

You had to stay on the outside of
the swamped vehicles so the
Germans couldn't pick you off.” he
sard

Among the disabled vehicles were
amphibious “ducks” loaded with
ammumition The ducks aimlessly
circled offshore after their dnvers
were killed

A lieutenant ashore needed more
ammunition so his troops could
overcome the Germans dug into the
hillsides tacing the beach, Fowler
said

He ordered me 10 go get a duck
and bring 1t | swam out o one
The driver was dead. so | broke his
enp loose trom the wheel, chimbed
in behind it and brought the duck w0
shore

“The hieutenant 1ok over He got
in behind the wheel and drove the
load of shells up over the hall |
don’t know whatever happened 1o
huriv atter that But | sull can hear
him say. just like 1t was vesterday
We've got o have ammunition 1t
g 10 hold them
The LOVP vessels used m the
1on were dnven wath twin pro-
pellers

1 saw one LCVP that way stalled
with bodies wrapped around the
props.” Fowler said

The bodies of troops kalled duning
the battle lay on the beach where
they were felled. he sad

“It's hard to say what was the
most awful part of the battle. When
you see someone close to you blown
up by a shell. it's quite a shock
though

I'saw a regiment from the First
Division and another from the 29th

ny

nience in itself. Fowler xaid
The Allies had tied barrage t

ivons onto the ships out in the water

N a maneu

enemy pl

and strafing the vessels with gun

fire

designed 1o prevent

es trom flymg overhead

“A plane would come 1n and hit o
barrage balloon and 1t was just one
big puff - a fireball.” he sard s

“They fired wacer bullets at the
incoming planes and vou could see
ghights taking place i th
You saw planes pet hat and ¢

” manding officer
was hidled in the
_&‘ invasion. and
Fowler  was
appointed dnver
for the leutenant
wer

1 dun 't mind o 1 had
use for the heutenant then. and [ d
probably 1y 1 whip him vet it |

saw him agan today ad Fowler
The call went out tor 1oe
ments The heutenant posted the

names of those who would go
Fowler's name was not there

"L 1old the hieutenant | wanted (6
tay with the guys | came here with

e sard. "You don’t want to go
v are pomg * But m
the st the \t [

They made me t

down It was the “prettiest’ Fourth unner dn
of July of my hte teht 3hmm machine gun and was

Fowler sought a few hours sleep  went stratght 1o the tront hoes |
curled up in the sand n a pit under- hadn t fired more than 50 rounds

neath a bulldoser
dug the hole 1n the beach carlier that
day

It was an OK place a first. Then
1 ¢ot o thinking that 1f someone

River toward Berhn

e going to the front”
Fowler's diviston fought its way

through France and up th€ Ruhr

Famed war

correspondent Ermie Pyle was with
the troops at that time

This one day, our planes were 1o
drop thewr bombs on the target pin
pointed by smoke bombs Well, the
wind changed and blew the smoke
our way, and the planes bombed the
heck out of us

We hid under a cart with Pyle
He aid, "What the bloody hell are
they trying to do w us® He was a
regular GI

Fowler served in the military
three vears. three months and 17
days Two vears. eight months and
17 davs were spent overseas

You can only take so much,” he
You're only human And
everyone has a breaking point
When | was first home, 1t was kind
of hard. (the reaction) kept building
up in you like a balloon

You think about how lucky you
are that you're here when so many
didn’t come back I'm uckled to
death I'm able to sit here today. But

1t < bad when you think abolit some
ot the guys who didn’t come back
That sull bothers me

Sometimes b uld talk
about the war without a problem
after he came home Other umes he
would ¢ry - And sometimes he sull
does

“There's no way you could ever
torget the war.” he said “No way
That's the reason | wouldn't wani
my kids or vour kids or anybody
else’s kids to ever have to go
through anything like that agan It
was just slaughter

Of the 163531659 troops i all
branches of service i World War 11
292,131 were killed 1n battle and
another 670,846 were injured

Fowler revisited Omaha Beach
last year on the SOth anniversary of
D-Day The gun emplacements were
sull there with b cls sticking
out. but the finng mechanisms were
gone. He sat on a gun barrel for his

wler
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came and got on the tank and moved
1 1'd be o goner,” he sand

Fowler spent the rest of the might
out on the upen beach

The Allies, after taking the :
stashed large piles of K-ratons on
the sandy coast: The German troops
utihzed the cover of mght 10 ste,
from their caves on the hillaide
overlooking the beach and ship
through the Allied hines to rad the
food stores. Fowler saud

“When the Germans surrendered
you'd find a box of K-rations on top
of the ammunition 1n the caves
sad

The Germans shot V-2 rockers
the infamous buzz bombs developed
by Hitler 10 decimate England a1
the Allies from the secunty of those
caves

"So we burned otf the hillside
with flame throwers Sull the
Germans came vut of the caves and

he

From page 2B

Amenicans knew that U S
were staying
Finally. Gonnam was back i the
hands of his own countrymen. one
year and one day atter first being
captured
While trying o get back 1o his
milutary base in England, Jesse
stowed away on a plane that landed
n Orleans, France While in France
he was issued a new uniform,
money and food Jesse and other
men were placed on & ship leaving
France that sailed for 15 days to
Staten Island, New York
After paperwork and processing
at Fort Dix, New Jersey. the army
sent the soldiers home on two trains
that traveled across the country
Jesse arnved in Chicago at Fort
Sheridan and was held a few days
before he could go home <
Anxious to arnve back in Mazon
to see his wife Gwen, Jesse hod
telegrammed her that he was safe in
the states and was headed home
soon
The couple had not been together
since 1943 and had only spent nine
months as a marmed couple before
Jesse was stauoned overseas
The evening that he arfived in
Chicago, Jesse skipped the process-
ing and took a bus to Mazon. Wiren
he armived. the only light he could
see in loygggwas on the porch of Dr
«Breisch y
He went 10 the doctor’s home and
the doctor took Jesse to his wife at
the home of her parents. At 1:30
am. Gwen was surprised. but
relicved and delighted.
For the past 49 ycars, Jesse has
been a farmer, raised three children

troops

with his wife. owned a plane for a
while. and now 1s retred and travels
tu Anizona for the winters

Medals that symbolize the plight
of war are preserved in a frame
above the fireplace: They include a
purple for his burn ijunies.
four air medals, 3 POW medal. three
Detense Flying Crosses and a Silver
Star tthe third highest award 1ssued)
for the brave and courageous duty
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of shooting down three planes dur
g one combat mission

The real war relic remains i the
Gonnam kitchen, a small kmife
was the only weapon that Jesse was
capable of mantaming as a prison
er

“1 kept it in the lining of my
d. and 10 this day 1t
remains as sharp as the soldier him
self

coat”, he s
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- Robinson bucked odds to make it home alive

By Bos MISIUREWICZ
Herald Correspondent

GARDNER — Lewis Robinson

was well awaresof the odds as he

for a combat mission from

the Shipdahm Air Base near
Norridge, England.

On the average, one in three
bombers didn’t make it back to
base. adding the names of the
doomed flight crew to the ranks of
dead or missing.

It was 1944 and Robinson was 21
years old

Two years prior, after graduating

from Gardner-South Wilmington
High,School, he received a scholar-
ship to the University of Illinois
where he studied electrical engi-

neering.

He recalls Dec. 7, 1941, when,
Just after dinner, the radio program
that he and his school mates were

listening to was interrupted by the
grim announcement that Pearl
Harbor had been attacked by the
Japanese,

His father, the clerk of the
Grundy County Draft Board, had
served in World War | and the
young Rebinson was, as he put it,

GARDNER'S LEWIS ROBINSON (rear, far right) posed with the for

and 35

against the

*“gung ho™ to go to war.

Phtting his studies on hold and
volunteering for active duty in
February 1943, Robinson embarked
on an adventure that would take hum
from the serene countryside of
Gardner, lllinois, to the war filled,
skies of Europe as he made a per-
sonal contribution to the World War
T history books

With aspiration of becoming a
pilot foiled during cadet training.
Robinson was assigned to a B-24
combat flight crew, and was tramned
as a tail gunner.

He became a member of the 506th
Squadron, 44th Bomb Group. 2nd
Air Division-of the 88th Air Force.
also known as “The Flying Eight
Balls.”

On his first combat mission,
Robinson and the crew flew to
Hanover, West Germany. During
the bombing run, the aircraft lost
two engines and the hydraulic sys-
tem which kept the landing gear
from being lowered
+  After barely missing the Cliffs of

Dover, the-pilot managed to make a
crash landing at a nearby B-24 air
field.

The base commander and future
movie star, Jimmy Stewan. rushed
out as the dust settled and helped

* rescue the crew

No one was injured by the aircraft
was a wreck. In all. the crew lost
three airplanes during its 6-month
tour.

The tail gunner's turret was
cramped and Robinson was Just a
little too tall

With 50 caliber cannons. an
ammunition rack and other appara
tus cluttering the compartment, the
life of a tail gunner was not glam
orous or comfortable

It was not uncommon for flack
from exploding anu-aircraft shells
to ip through the metal skin of the
plane and inflict damage on people
and equipment. Robinson recalls

He keeps pieces of the shrapnel

material that struck his helmet and
lodged itsclf into his seat as a
remunder of his perilous job.

Robinson flew 35 combat mis
sions between August 1944 and
February 1945 which included the
battle of Amhem, which was later
chronicled in the Cornelius Ryan
novel, A Bridge Too Far.”

His bomb group also supported
the allied effort at the Bate of the
Bulge. Railroads, industrial sites
and military installations were the
pnmary bombing targets for the B
24 squadrons.

Robinson came home in the
spring of 1945 and, thanks to the Gl
Bill. was able to continue his educa-
tion which led to a doctorate degree
and a career in teaching

He taught U.S. History and world
affairs at Joliet Junior College for
27 years and is now retired

For the last 15 years, Robinson
has been actively involved in the
44th Bomb Group reunions that are
held around the country

He has also returned to England
with his wife Beverly to share mem

onies of his experiences with her

Ironically, Robinson said, “Had 1t
not been for a 1986 visit to the
United States Air Force Museum in
Dayton, Ohio. I would never have
known about the 44th Bomb Group
Heritage Memorial that was con
structed or the log book that was
archived.”

The memorial celebrates the
brotherhood of the pilots and crew
members of the bomb squadrons
and the contributions that were
made in the effort to defeat the
Germans in World War 11

Lewis Robinson 1s a survivor and
a teacher. As an mrman and combat
veteran. he hopes to keep the memo-
ries of his brave comrades. both
allies and enemues, alive
As a teacher, sharing and record
2 his expeniences will allow future
generations a deeper understanding
of the pam and glory of war

crew of the B-24 Liberator in Topeka, Kansas, priorto heading Robinson was a tail gunner. ”

With little combat time under his belt, Marshall
spent rest of time in German prison camp

By KeviN Woopwakn
Herald Write:

Four months of William F
Marshall’s 22-month enlistment in
the US Army duning Warld War [1
was spent behind enemy lines

He would have liked to been
fighting the but instead he
was a prisoncr of war in 4 camp
about 30-40 mules trom Frankturt
Germany

Marshall. of Morns. and 34 of
his division were captured by the
Germans in the Battle of the Bulge

Marshall was posted along the
Siegfried Line in Belgium, right
where the Germans knew the troops
were green

In that battle, the German army
surpnsed Allied forces with a strong
attack along portions of the Allied
Iine The Germans were thought to

nemy

be in retreat and resting

Weakened by the vigorous
advances wnce D-Day by
forces. the German army was look
ing for a way 10 gan ume and main
tain their termitony,

By this time i the war Alled

forces were assured of readily avail
able food and gas. something the
Germans were forced to almost give
up It way the (Rrmun
plies and the fighung strength
Allied troops that prevented the
Battle of the Bulge from thwarting

lack of sup

the Alhed « c

Marshall listed an the army in
February 1944 and went 1o basic
training camp i Alabama He let
tor Europe on Oct 19 that veur

Atter banding 10 Scotland, he
staved m England trom Oct 31 o
Now 20

Got on 4 box car On Chnstmas Day
an allied plane strafed us. Thought it
Was an ammunition train. Some of
th uvs ran out of the tin, but the
guards shot them. Some soldiers
were hit by fire | stayed in

Once they arrived in Frankfurt,
they were marched to a POW camp

f
“We walked 30 miles
box car. On Christmas
strafed us. Thought it
was an animunition
train. Some of the
Quys ran out of the
train, but the
guards shot them.
Some soldiers

were hit by fire. R

I stayed in.”

to a camp. Got on a
Day an allied plane

>

Channel

His unit crossed the Enghish
landing m France Dec 4
in Belgium Dec 8

en days later he was cap

We walked 30 miles 10 a camp
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than

about 30-40 mules from thg, German
ary -

There. the troops were separated
by natonality. rank and branch of
service. Officers and enhisted per
sonnel were put in separate bar

racks. Airmen, infantrymen and
sailors were separated. Russians
were sequestered to themselves, as
were the English and Amenican
roops

As Marshall describes it, life in
the POW camp was nothing to write
home about

He said they ate potato soup every
day. with a one inch-square piece of
meat and bread. “We drank chicory
tea It was barely enough to get by
on

“After 120 days of it you get pret-
ty weak | had one shower while |
was there. We had a lot of lice.”

Some of the men participated in
black market acuvitics. “A pack of
cigarettes was worth $20,” Marshall
recounted. He traded his watch for a
pack

Marshall asserts he was probably
on the verge of becoming sick when
they were liberated by a unit of
Patton’s army. “The Germans were
going 1o march us 1o Switzerland
he added

The Red Cross sent parcels about
every couple weeks. Marshall smd
I never did get but the one

When he joned the line in
Belgiym. Marshall found a small
silver cross.

He held onto 1t while a prisoner
I thank 1t brought me through (the
POW camp) I prayed a lot. " He was
liberated March 2. 1945
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Just ask Patton! Bradley was a tough traffié cop
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asleep on post.” Bradley recounts I

was a PFC i Troop B, 8%th
Calvary Recon  Squad
Mechanized

The presiding efficer at the sum
mary court martial gave Bradley a
special court martial sentence, six
months in the stockade  Bradley told
him he couldn’t do that because this
court martial was only a summary
one, with a maximum sentence of
30 days

The verdict went up to Bradley s

commanding general,  Major
General William Devine, for
review

Devine canceled the whole affair

since the presiding officer “whs out
of line” wath the sentence

But. Bradley made a real name
for himself when he wrote a letter (0
Frankhn Delano Roosevelt

That one letter resulted m some
officers being busted down i ranks
and a lot of heat on those responsi
ble

Bradley, who was discharged

1945
s transterred to Camp Hood in
Texas and shared housing with fresh

from the army % Nov 12

recruits
The barrack sergeant
Bradley 1o clean the e

dered
arft’s

! he wouldn't do
couldn 't make

it and the s
him

So he was put on KP fos three
weeks After that he wrote the letter
10 FDR telling him what happened

When Bradiey received the reply
trom the White' House he was sur
prised Steve Farlv. FDR s secre
tary. said something would be done
That's when the began
rolling

Bradley kept in t
er t

h Army reunions

In 1966, as pr i the Kth
Armored Divisi and Devine
ed 10 the White |
a special certificate of rey
for the division’s achievements

h with his
v attending

1 oat

Copynight 1944'%

THANKS... for keeping us FREE!

"Now that ya mention it, Joe, it does sound like th'

photo. Bradley also had brushes with other famous World War Il
era characters, like General George Patton.

PFC HOMER BRADLEY (third from left) had the honor of posing

patter of rain on a tin roof."
with movie star Marlene Dietrich for a U.S. war bond promotional

Morris veteran
received citation
after stopping
official vehicle of
famous general
for speeding

By KEVIN WOODWARD

Herald Writer
When 7,€~_\ear old Homez Bradicy

was in the U Army dunng World
War II he didn'( take any bull. Just
like General George Patton didn't
take any bull. either

Pvt"Bradley found that out one
day in 1945 while serving as a mili-
tary policeman (MP) in Patton's
Third Army 1n Europe

Bradley, who entered the ammy on
November 1940, saw Patton's car
speeding along, two-star flags snap-
ping in the wind Patton had set the
speed limut 10 his command area at
40 miles per hour Anyone going
over that could be ucketed.

Bradley could tell the general's
car was speeding. He tore off in his
jecp and clocked Patton’s car at 60
mph_ About | 1/2 miles after he
attempied 1o stop the car, the gener-
al’s dnver finally pulled over

I walked up and saluted Patton in
the back Seat and stepped up to the
sergeant dnving the car.” Bradley
recounts "I asked him how fast he
thought he was going. | told him the
speed limit in the Third Army area
was 40 mph | wrote him a ucket.”

As he walked back to his jeep
Bradley stopped to salute Patton

Don’t miss

riveting
memoaries of
the
Homefront
Thursday
and the
Pacific
Campaign on
Friday! *

again

Patton stopped him. He wanted to
know his name. rank and serial
number. Before they exchanged
salutes and went on their ways
Patton told Bradley that for the next
hour the speed limit in the Third
Army area was 60 mph

When Bradley returned to his unif
and told his commander how the
day went, the CO became enraged
,and said he wouldn't have done that

Word got around camp that
Bradley gave General George S
Patton a speeding ticket in his own
command area

Bradley had no idea what might
happen

Would Patton transter him” How
many months of KP could he
What was the worse duty station m
Europe”

Nothing happened until @ few
days later when a pac
way from Patton’s office
could have been in there
orders. court martial Jocur
nasty letier. anything

It was a citation Patton ¢

ket arrived |

wanded
Bradley for dong his joh when s
the other MPs had let
by

That pretty much <hut up
naysayers Bradles sad this
pened just a tew month

Patton died trom imjuries sustained

\

THIS PHOTOGRAPH of Adolf Hitler at Gottingen Airport in 1943
is one of the precious relics Homer Bradley keeps to remind him

of his World War Il days.
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“Kreig ist nicht ein ‘hell’; es ist
sehr, sehr slecht uber alles...” .
~— Johan Kroeckel, to his 13-year-old grandson

By BILL SCHEBE "
Herald Assistant Editor

Mygnndmhuncvumumdolimmgnbu
rage of questions, nor did I of his answers.

I was getting ready to be a freshman in high
school, way back in August 1983, when my mother
and I took a late summer vacation — after the base-
ball All-Star season was over — to the Kroeckel
farm in Bamberg, West Germany.

This was where my mother grew up, a beautiful
place like no other I have seen since, called

ranken Bayern. Or, as Americans more popu-
larly know it today, Bavaria.

ther for World War II stories. My parents had taught
me English and German from a very young age, a
fact that made it easier to communicate during vaca-
tions, but nonetheless challenging.

On my bmhdly. we

\ Iloved history, so I would often grill my grandfa- _

Opa no Nazi, just
a German soldier

home every week.

His childhood, in effect, never existed.

That is why, I believe, my dad did not open that
envelope from his father's estate. He mailed it back
to West Germany, sealed, that very same day. Later,
my dad told me, “In my opinion, he had died many

“years earlier.

Another casualty of war.

My father's most vivid memory of the war was
when the U.S. Army rolled through his town,
approximately 20 miles from Frankfurt. He'remem:
bers the town lunatic running around with a rifle and
a new-fangled German bazooka, taking pot shots at
the invading force.

The crew of a Sherman tank spotied this guy, and
blew him away.

By the time I reached Germany, World War II was
something seemingly stashed away in the past.

My grandfather would take me places, though, that
provided subtle and sometimes stark reminders of
what once was and what could not be erased.

Opa would take me on walks through the forest
and past the family's farm land, which was located
several miles away from the barn and our house.
This was in Gaustadt, a suburb of Bamberg, and the
street leading home went

were sitting in the bam-
yard. T had always called
my grlndfllher ‘Opa,’
the

World War 17"

“I was on the Russian
front,” my grandfather
said, beginning a yarn

I can look back at my
grandfather and

for grandpa,
and this wasa particular- :
ly inquisitive afternoon certumly seea
- man who stood
. " I recall saying, A
“Where did you fight 1n | 1Ot for fascism,

communism, democracy or
any ism whatsoever.

past the graveyard.

In a twist of
irony I can only see now,
the town's bomb shelter
h was located on the far
end of the cemetery
Where the bomb shelter
ended began the graves
of our relatives. It was
my mom who showed me
the door to the bomb
shelter one day. almost
40 years later.

that would last for hours.

Unfortunately, youth is wasted on the young.
Now, years later, [ do not remember most of the con-
versation.

However, this I'will never forget:

3 " 1 asked. “Is war really hell”"

“War is not hell,” my grandfather answered in a
hushed, serious tone of voice he rarely ever used. “It
is much, much worse.”

At that, he stopped speaking, and we stared mnto
the peaceful, serene surroundings of one of the
nicest, blue-skied, laid back days in memory

In my short lifetime, I have been lucky enough to
be able to take my grandfather's word for what war
is like.

I registered with Selective Service, according to
law, when I graduated from high school in 1986
Coincidentally, the U.S. was bombing Libya at the
ume. | was never called to service, and 1 don’t expect
10 be in the near future, either.

‘While 1 have the utmost and heartfelt respect for
any soldier, | am an American patriot who 1s relieved
that moments in time like Korea, Vietnam and Desert
Storm have passed me by. I would have fought, if
called upon, but feel fortunate to not have needed to.

Especially since, relatively speaking, war has
never been kind to my family

My mother’s uncle was a pilot who died in World
War I. My mother’s father, the aforementioned Johan
Kroeckel, fought (sort of) in the next great war and,
miraculously, lived to tell about. He was shot in the
back five times

More on that later.

My father's father also took part in World War II
and disappeared thereafter, his whereabouts
unknown until an inheritance check was sent to my

She still cringed
at the sight of it

My grandfather would show me the resting places
of his friends, some of whom died next to him 1n bat-
tle. Opa would always joke around about his own
wounds. saying he was shot in the back so often
“because I forgot where the front was.”

He didn’t want to be fighung, anyway

Gaustadt was a small farmer’s town, a place
remote enough that Germany could have changed to
disco at that time and no one would have noticed

My grandfather and his peers were recruited for
the Russian front toward the end of 1943 and early
1944, when the Gestapo and SS. the Naz's secret
police. put the women and children of the town up
against the wall at gunpoint and asked if the men
wanted to join the cause of the Third Reich

Even the most unhappily married agreed

Late 1n 1944 and into 1945, when the Russians
were pushing back the Germans 1o their own borders
and the lines were collapsing. my grandfather man-
aged to make a retreat of his own, all the way back o
Gaustadt

It was an incredible journey by a remarkable man
who had an almost unremarkable existence there
after

1 can look back at my grandfather and certainly see
a man who stood not for fascism. communism
democracy or any ism whatsoever. Wars. unfortu-
nately, are created by foolhardy individuals with an
agenda that has to be meted out by the common man

My grandfather. although on the wrong side, was
that kind of regular guy. and all he really wanted 0
do was survive and go home 0 his wife and two
daughters. He did. happily. only to pass away of a
heart attack 1n that last summer | visited

dad upon his father's death app y six or
seven years ago,

Before coming over to the United States, my dad
worked various jobs and on several farms from
around the age of 10. He was the oldest child in his
family, which featured numerous brothers. sisters,
aunts and uncles, and sent almost all of his money

lly, my grandma recently tumed %0
years old

That she has managed to go on years after Opa
died should not surprise me because she’s & survivor
of World War 11, too. And those who made 1t
through that can endure anything

Even a litle bt of gl

THE CREW OF the U.S.S. Benson posed for a photograph prior to heading out into the Atlantic
Ocean. Bob Duket, of Morris, served as a sonar operator on the Benson.

At war with U.S. Navy
‘greatest time’ for Duket

BY ELLIE ANDERSON

Herald Community Editor
“Seeing the world, even during

the war, was the most exciting ume

of my life,” said Robert Duket, a
Morris resident
“Being a geography buff. it was

the chance of a lifeume to see all the
places I had read about, such as
Algiers, Casablanca and many more
arcas in Europe,” he added.

When he arnved in North Africa,
he said to himself, “They are not
even charging me to see this — |
would have pad for this tnp.”

If 1t hadn’t been for the war
Duket said he might have spent all
of his life in some small town, never
having seen the world

A printer from Oconomowoc
Wis.. Duket had wanted to jomn the
Navy before the war started. but he
was needed at home to help his
mother provide for the family After
the war began. he joined the Navy
and became a “sonar man

Following schooi in Key West
Fla, he was assigned to the US S
Benson in the Medterrancan There
were 19 sonar men on board whose
Job 1t was 10 detect any underwater
sound. in particular the presence of
enemy submannes ~

Duket remembers that one day
there were five sonar men on duty
when the ship was suddenly under
fire He said he was situing 10 the
middle with two guys on each side
of im There were four purple
hearts given that day and he was
never got one

One incident he cannot forget was
when the US S Benson was off the

coast of ltaly and the captain called
over to the beach, “Tomorrow 1s
Christmas and 1 don’t want anyone
killed on that day.” Consequently,
there was no gun fire that Christmas
day

Another episode Duket remem
bers happened in Apnl 1945 after he
had been home on feave tollowing
two years of sea duty, and was
returming to the East Coast for reas
signment (o a new destroyer

A friend who was a WAVE and
he went 1o the dining car and the
steward seated them at a table
across from two young soldiers
about 19 years of age

Duket related. “We had hardly
said hello \\\hcn the waiter brought

their meals. In a low voice he said to
them, *Your plate is like a clock. the
potato is at one o'clock, your meat
is cut and at six o'clock. the veg-
etable s at nine and a roll is at
eight.” Yes, they were blind.”

The “big” war was over for them
but their own personal war would
never be over 1 don’t know how
we could have gotien through the
meal if they hadn’t been so cheerful
and upbeat. It 1s very difficult to cat
with a big lump 1 your throat,” said
Duket

In conclusiom, Duket sad. “When
I came home from the service with
both arms and both legs. I definitely
felt that being in the Navy was the
greatest experience of my life

'A WEEK IN THE LIFE OF A
U.S. Navy WAR VEI'ERAN

‘When Jim Vaughan joined
he Navy in 1942, he started a
diary of day-to-day happen-
ings and continued this faith-
fully until his d.uc_!ufgc at the
end of the war.

The records he kept relating
1o life and times of the US:S.
Benson were often written on
scraps of puper. or anything at
hand,

At lht end of the war he
orgamzed all his bits and
pieces and completed his

.is taken from his journal

b
is is Lhe ship Robert
hlkotul' rmw‘uungned

The following information
and
is 4 day-by-day accounting of
his experiences during the
war, s

YB,INS
“Washed our clothes and had

an hour’s sleep. Entered
See "Week.."” on page 7B

Bruckelmeyer and Lost Convoy suffered through North Russia winter

By Jo ANN HusTis
Herald Writer

SENECA — Icebergs and frozen seas
were the mortal enemy as much as the Nazis
when Kenneth Bruckelmeyer and the Lost
Convoy shivered through the bitter Arctic
cold of north Russia the winter of 1943

Fifty years afterward, Russian President
Bons Yeltsin and his government presented
awards to Bruckelmeyer and 1,040 other
Merchant Mariners of the Lost Convoy of
World War II

T received the bronze
Commemorative Medal of the 40th
Anniversary of the Victory in the Great
Patouc War The award commended the
Mariners who supplied the Russians with
fuel, food and ammumuon during the con-
flict

The medal is engraved with the images of
4 peasant. soldier and worker, the star, ham-
mer and sickle of the now defunct
Communist Party, and the nbbon of the
Order of Glory - the old Impenal Order of
St George

Russian Ambassador Vladimir Lukin
Washington, D.C.. mailed the medals to the
Manners in lae 1992

“In recognition of your outstanding
courage and personal contribution to the
Allied support of my country which fought
for freedom against Nazi Germany,” he
wrote

The United States Embassy in Murmansk.
Russia, also cerufied the Manners as mem-
bers of The Society of the Forgotten Convoy
of North Russia.

“That (the Marincrs) did suffer eight
months confinement 1n north Russia and did
undergo all privations connected therewith.
that they did shiver thsough the Arctic and
bask in the rays of the mudnight sun.” the

certificates noted

For some time Bruckelmeyer was quite
bitter about the treatment dished out to the
ice-bound Manners by the Russians

And. 100, he was disappointed at the
United States’ failure to recognize the
Merchant Mannes’ contribution to the war
effort by providing the Corps with mulitary
status and benefits

The Merchant Manines was a

scrambled 1o transfer the cargo from ship to
shore. they were subjected to constant air
attack by the German Luftwatfe

The Luftwaffe was i Norway. traming
their pilots on Junkers. They assaufted us
with Junkers, 87¢. dive bombers and
Heinkol HE-1115, & twin engine bomber
he saud

The first attack by one bomb was a lucks

was very. very butter about the Russians
The War Shipping Admimistration did not
disclose how 1 happened that the Merchant
Manne vessels, which were vitally needed
tor Alhied shipping. were
docks for eight months the per
tous run to Murmansh M(L tood and war
mate
The WSA did 1ssue & press release atter
the ships came back that told of

civilian corps finally recognized by
Congress as a branch of the military
in 1988

And although they ferried eight
million troops to all combat zones
around the world during World War
1. the Mariners were civihian
satlors. There were 284.000
Manners involved in the war

Bruckelmeyer served aboard the
Merchant Manne vessel USS Isracl

“When [ came home
off that voyage, I was
very, very bitter
about the
Russians.”

A

the discontent of the ofticers and

Putnam, which steamed out of Loch
Ness. Scotland. in an 85-ship convoy on
Sept. 3. 1942

Twenty-two vessels 1n the convoy were
sunk en route by enemy fire The Merchant
Manne ships then left the convoy and ted
up offshore at the port of Malotofsk
Russia The port was 40 miles south of
Murmansk where the rest of the convoy was
headed

“When we got there, we found the
German mulitary had blown out all the shore
installations. So we had to roll the supplies
over the side with our jumbo boom. The
Russians came out to our ships with barges
10 load up the cargo.” he said

The supplies included two namow gauge
locomotve engmes on deck on top of the
cargo hatches, and mumitions and other war
armaments, Bruckelmeyer said

As Manners and Russians frantcafly

hit. Bruckelmeyer said The third attack
killed 18 men

“Then everything suddenly froze 1n and
everybody forgot us We were allowed
ashore only twice The Russians were very
hosule.” he said

“The RAF parachuted supplics. ammun
ton and food for us. But the Russians would
come out with their dog sled teams and pick
up all of the provisions and whatever And
all the supplies we would end up with were
English speaking books the Russians
couldn’t use

Eight months later. when the ice thawed
the Merchant Marine vessels headel for
Murmansk

“After we got there, we waited another
three weeks for a return convoy to Scotland
We were gone almost a year

When | came home off that voyage. |

crew as they sat ut the fong wait

i a small tactory town where for
th wix months they had constant day

light

As time wen L

= men soughl entertginment.” the

ipping re

held weekly

because of languaye

the Americans could not pain

admission until thes

interpreter Through ham s

The clipping said that somie
atiempted to relieve their b
hiking about north Russis

Bruckelmeyer joined the Merchant
Mannes in 1942 because World War 11 was
in progress and the Corps was
unteers

“And | wanted to be in the nautical end of
things | was an Eagle Scout and a Sea
Scout and had a yeaming tor the sea. When
the United States went to war. my immeds
ate gravitation was toward the Navy
Merchant Manne or the Coast Guard.” he
saud

“In 1947, you avtomatically wegt 1nto the
Naval ReServe from the training camps. But
that changed in January 1945 when 1t
became the United States Manume Service,

secking vol

a separate enuty stietly for traming of mer
chant seamen

Most of the people Bruckelmeyer joined
up with were comparatively young Some
were 15 vears old
1 telt voung when | wentin_ but | sure as
| was an old man when T came out erghe

s later” he said

Sull-m-all. Bruckelmeyer would join the
Merchant Manines again given the same set
{ circumstances because “a person has ten
dency to forget the bad aspect of things and
remember only the good.” he said

World War Il would_not have been won
without the merchant manne fernied
cight mullion troops to all combat theaters
wround the world

“Merchant Marine ships were nvolved in
wnvasion. Normandy . southern France
1wo Jima and all the other 1slands in the
South Pacitic: We were nght in there with
the Navy and Manne Corps We were civil
wans with the military * &

In the beginmng. Bruckelineyer accepted
the lack of military status After his dis
harge from the Corps. however, he became
very disappointed about the lack of recogm
twon

couldn’t join vm Amenican Legion
Veterans of Foreign Wars or any other vet
erans groups. It was very. very humihating
atier the very ternfic high sacnfice that the
Merchant Manines made to the war effont,”
he said

When Congress finally accorded veterans
status 1o the Merchant Manners, it was too
late for most benefits for those from World
War Il

After leaving the Corps. Bruckelmeyer
spent 45 years as chief hydraulic engineer
for two Chicago corporations. Of Madison,
Wis . he moved to Seneca in 1993
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It would have blown the harbor
mum.mw:gedw

inyasion now.
They blew up the USS Ancon lnd a

y-after this and laid a
as other ships started to do

ottom men uflh:plle were
el and another fellow and I
e top of the pile without a

started a fire in the emer-
o shack-amidship and knocked
20mm gun crew on the
d quarter of the ship.
Anmbu fellow and I pul our phongs in

bmcoulzln‘tmchh:m.ﬂnpusmhme our jackets and manned the gun to try and
gel a crack at the plane when hé dived.

The otders from the bridge were to wait
iy

. until we could see the plane before ﬁnnq,
bmmalwuntposn‘b]eul&msmo

The bridge talker was trying to get
touch with me at my station which wr
secondary conn, but I'had the phones in my -
Jacket and couldn't answer him because of

Hn)frmulatulgﬂ-mud&o
him and the bridge-wanted to know: what
had happened to me, 50 I told them I was
100 busy to angwer at that time.
mmh*nholumdlmfn!suk
from these attacks and about 20 men were

Don’t Worry!

If you miss any of these three
commemorative World War Il
editions, you can pick them up
at the Daily Herald office. And
if you don't already subscribe,
call 942-3221, Ext. 12, today to
have all the news of

a transport that is broken down.

She got underway for Algiers and we are
going with her, speed is 5 knots. Today's
reports over the radio report an allied bat-
lleihip being bombed-and hit in Gela,
Sicily invasion.

There weren't any allied battleships in
the harbor, so we figured they were refer-
ring to us as an allied battleship. We
rwewed a well done on the radio from the.

General Ei
and Admiral Hewitt. o _

JULY 14

Field day cleaning up the mess on the
ship.

We sxghled Tunisia at 1100 and entered
the Bizerte swept channel at 1800. At 2000
we met 30 LST's loaded with trucks, tanks
and men headed for Sicily.

This journal began on July 17, 1942, and
continued through December, 1945, *

AFTER THE WAR

A 3 day chronicle published by the Morris Daily Herald of what Grundy County residents
were doing at war and at home, 50 years ago.

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 30TH
THURSDAY, AUGUST 31ST
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 1sT

Extra copies are available ar the Daily Herald office.

1804 N. DIVISION STREET .

in; besides the firein the radio shack.
e wer e ony ip n e mar s | | Grundy County
hit, so he was after us without a'doubt. i
:Eme nzoone ;‘:I::vn fight going on here. dth_ered to; YOUI' 2
3 soldiers are their troubles too. »
. They hnf: been on the be:ﬁhe:ﬁ:'&: ﬁ hor:lfdev?ry L\u!n.‘«'r\urrl
.days pow and haven't moved a ! 3
we'd ug planning on taking landing puﬁu we ay ﬂ. @
ashore to belp them out.
We can’t take them off s the transports -
i ions bickais ore oo io A ey 9n Commemoration . . . The 50th Anniversary
JULY 13 Of the End of World War I1.
Saw guofire and bombs dropping over
the horizon all night as we are standing by hny years ago, newspapers across the globe celebrated "Peace

On Earth” whenWWHCanmmanuldnnAugu‘l’ﬁ 1945. In
commemoration of this

designed this very
special limited edition
ent,
will
Toward Men,
limited 0
19,450 picces.

$25.00
Good Wili Toward Men
1995
ogco o
" TREASURY
OF CHRISTMAS
A

Comer W.47 & Waverty Receive the 1995 omament catalog
{cces fo FREE!

o
942.2393 : ool v i e

Be sure to get a keepsake copy of each day. Hck up extras and mail to friends and family members.

MORRIS, ILLINOIS 60450

*  (815) 942-3221 )




These chronicles of the
men and women of Grundy
County who served the
United States during World
War 11 are the result of
months of planning,
interviewing, writing,
photography and
production by the Daily
Herald staff, particularly:

Editorial Contributors

Pete Resler, Managing Editor

Jo Ann Hustis, Writer

Michael Farrell, Writer

Kevin Woodward: Writer.

Ellic Anderson, Community
Editor

Bill Scheibe, Asst. Sports Editor

Leigh Ann Johnson, Writer

B. Misiurewicz, Correspondent

Advertising Department
Jon Ringer, Manager

Composing Department
Nancy Lear, Manager

Printing Department
Doug Harrigton, Foreman

Circulation Department
Lori Carlson, Manager

Publisher
Tim West

And special-thanks to i
those who shared their
remembrances of World
War 11 to make this
historical compilation a
realiry!

Younger proud to have served

BY ELMO RAY YOUNGER

My first visit to Moms was very
impressive on the [lhnois River and
with beautiful elm trees everywhere
and the people very fnendly

1 had a good friend that was a
cook 1 Weitz Cafe from my home
town of Grambling, La He told
Herb Weitz that | would be a good
worker after he got his notice to
report for Army duty

I received a letter from Herb
Weitz that he would send me a bus
ticket to Mormis if [ was interested 1n
working 1n a restaurant. | immé€di
ately notfied Herb 1o send me a
ticket and 1 would be there as soon
as school was out T went back home

1o school that September R

I returned to Moms in 1942 and
was told that | had to give my
Mornis address to the local draft
board | felt | had % deep sense of
family tradition (0 assist 10 the war
effort

1 was aceepted at the Elmwood
Ordnance Ammumition Plant to
work in group #27 warchouse

1n October 1942 | was notified by
Shirley Heap that I had to reper

WORLD * WAR »II x EXTRA
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Harry Brown’s journal holds D- Day details

By Jo AN~ Hustis
Herald Writer

SENECA - y Radarman 2/C
Harry Brown, father to Lom Brown
of Brookfield Township, was aboard
the destroyer USS Bates during the
Normandy Invasion-on June 6,
1944.

Brown, retired salesman for a
major plumbing m_mul.ulurcr in
Chicago. died in 1987

The Normandy Invasion, or D.
Day, was the largest military action
of it kind that the world has ever
known.

The journals Brown kept on the
war include a copy of the Allies’
offigial D-Day advisory alerting the
Western Naval Task Force the inva-
sion was about 1o commence, plus
two letters he wrote on Operation
Overlord, the military code for the
conquest

The advisory was posted on the
Bates on May 27, 1944, It said the
task force would land the American
Army in France on D-Day

“We are getting into a fight.” it
read

“From battleships-to landing craft,
our is in the main. an American
Force: Beside us will be a mainly
British Force, landing the British
and Canadian troops. Overhead will
fly the Allied Expeditionary Air
Force

“In this task force are battleships,
cruisers and destroyers, hundreds of
landing ships and craft. scores of
patrol and escort vessels, and
dozens of special assault craft to
land and support. supply and rein-
force the finest Army ever sent o
battle by the Enited States.

“We all have the same mussion: to
smash our way onto the beaches and
through the u\..\\ml defenses into the
heart of the enemy s fortress.™

The message warned that strong
currents and 24-foot tides were
expected in the English Chan
The troaps also would face pre
positions “manned by Germans who
learned from past failures

Brown wrote n a letter home
his ship covered the landi
Rangers on oné of the

wo §t

Marcouf Islands three mules off the
Cherbourg Penunsuld
An old Fiench fort stood inside

Il that

the 20-foot granit
cled the isfand Th
land two hour
oops hit the
wrote
Our bivg
trom the shore batien

ur mule

YOUNG LORN BROWN, now of Brookfield Township, poses in
U.S. Navy garb with father Harry Brown (left) and his cousin
Lorne.

were times when we were the center
of the ring, and I didn’t think I
would get back to tell about it.”

The Bates arrived at its appointed
position off the peninsula about 3:30
am. The enemy began dropping
shells around the ship two hours
later, Brown wrote.

“We figured it would be a matter
of ume until they got the range. At
5:32 a.m)\ we took our station
alongside the USS Nevada. We
were ta screen her from expected

away, and from the mines. We were
in unswept waters and in casy range
of shore bauteries.” he noted.

“The word. "expendable,' came to
mind. | soon banished the thought.
Why worry about it? If it happens, it
happens. Worry won't protect us.”

Brown wrote that the Bates prob-
ably had the most dangerous mis-
sion of any destroyer escort.

When day broke, we were closer
to the beach than any other ship
except one personnel carrier,” he
added

(Enemy) shells whizzed by us S
nght and left One cleared our fan-
tail Had 1t been forward about 60
it would have npped the brdge
11 the good old Bates
We had a ringside seat. There

teet

passes by, He
race's

noe

ne down, as the American flag
s a friend to all

begrudging

He is the first one

the fist v up and the Tt on
duw
by He i

men e

enemy but enslavement and false

ies

an 1 & man who under

A veter
stands the

awesome price of free
dom, justice and democracy
Because abose all the veteran 1s

proud 1o be an Amencan

the Grundy County Selective

Service Board to go to Chicago for
physical examinauon and prelim
nary induction considerations

They said. "OK, you got about 64}
days 10 get your affaurs i order and
we will give you a ucket t
Grambhing. La . and you report for
induction on Dec 12, 1942

After tramning n Te
transferred to the Reno army base
near Reno, Nevada | was the dnll
sergeant and | was in charge of the
chemical department with
drers.

In September 1943 we recer
orders to go overseas and | was put
in a troop tran for Camp Kilmer
New Jersey  We amved in Chicag
the third night

When wé arrived s Chicago a
guard was assigned 10 watch me
because my wife-to-be was 4 stu
dent at the Cook County school of
Nursing and the word went out that
I planned to jump off the train t
keep from going overscas (it neser
crossed my mind)

as we were

From that point Elmo Younger
went on through missions in the
United States and in reland

England and Belgium that led him
to believe the following o
expresses his military and national
loydly

JOB WELL DONe/ |

1enda. and hus best  |f

form

OGRAMS « REGISTER & BUSINESS FORMS
EDDING INVITATIONS « AND MORE |

ship and attacks,” he
said.

“At daybreak, the shore baticries
started popping at us and boy, they
came close. The battleships and
cruisers weren't to open up until
5:50 a.m., but they started banging
at 5:45 am. and did a lot of

all along the Allies' 15-
mile sector commenced firing their
large guns at the enemy placements
along the shore, his letter said

“The USS Quincy = and
Tuscaloosa, the HMS Enterprise and
HMS Hawkins (the latter two
English vessels) were literally tear-
ing up the beach. Between them and
the destroyers, plus a squadron of
bombers that came over at 6 a.m..
the big shore (gun) emplacements
were soon silenced,” he wrote.

“A formation of bombers flew
down the Cherbourg Peninsula and
seemed to lay one (bomb) about
every 15 feet. The sky was filled

How? With th
Advantiee: aspecial way te
msurance for having Allstat

o great dr

vour iy

BORENS INSURANCE AGENCY

.n\lul‘ Call s today o

“A (German pilot) tried to strafe
us and was getting set for another
run when a Spitfire caught him
broadside and disintegrated the
plane.”

The Bates and her crew then
became onlookers because the ves-
sel's assignment was to screen the
USS Nevada from encmy submarine
and air attack.

“But that attack just didn't materi-

~afize on any large scale. On (June

7). the enemy became foxy and
started laying drifting mines. Quite
a few of our ships were hit by them
and we had plenty to worry about.”
he wrote.

The letter says the Bates remained
at Normandy until June 12, then
returned to the United States

He concluded by noting that Civil
War Gen. William Sherman was
nghl when he stated, ‘War is

Bmwn received his honorable dis-

114 W. North St., Morris
942-0017

"Lest We Forget . . .

"We, too, born to freedom, and
believing in freedom, are willing to

than live

201 LIBERTY ST.« MORRIS. L.+ (815) 942-0130 !
EQUAL HOUSING [ ENDER

fight to maintain freedom. We, and all |
others who believe as deeply as we
do, would rathér die on our feet

on our knees."

--- Franklin D.

Roosevelt

|
{
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