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? Lt.. Col. (Ret.) George Brown made a career in the military, which started during World War Il in the South Pacific. Brown was injured
in combat by a [ He spared by a half-inch of flesh between the projectile and his spinai cord. (Herald
Photo/Jo Ann Hustis)
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Japanese projectile came
within half-inch of changing
young private’s life forever

By Jo AN~ HusTis
Herald Writer

Tic memory of the tree burst enemy
projectile that nearly ended his hfe
in the Philippine Islands during
World War 11 1s sull vivid to Lt
Col. (Ret) George H Brown 51
years later

Brown, of Morris, was an Army
private at the time. His unit had
traveled to the northwest end of
Leyte to be commutted 10 an action
The time was October 1944,

“We were bivouacked in some
palm trees. The captain had just
given us un."\ to get back to our
troops and geb ready to move out
when the Japanese staried dropping
some shells

“We think the Japancse were try-
ing to destroy the larger artillery
position behind us. But they didn't
have the range and the el wes
dropping into the trees where we
were located

“The shells formed what we
called tree bursts - a burst of steel
that fell down to the ground. | heard
this one shell coming i1n and
thobght, "Oh boy. I'll never make 1t
10 my foxhole * So | wmed and ran
10 a foxhole behind me Two guys
were already in 1t

“And this thing hit me in mudair
When | landed on the ground, | was
a wounded soldier

The piece of nussile was slightly
smaller than a SO-caliber projectle,
and had a razor edge on three sides

It struck the cap of the shoulder,
dug 1n and tracked through the mus-
cles to a half-inch from my spine 1n
the neck. The doctor removed the
piece surgically. handed it to me and
said | was indeed fortunate,” Brown

noted.

“If the piece had another half-inch
of thrust, it could have left me para
lyzed from the neck down, or dead.
Just like that

“When | rejoined the outfit later
to move up to Luzon, an officer told
me., ‘George. if you had been where
you should have been when we
went up that slope. you either would
have been shot to pieces or hombly
wounded. It was a temble fight"”

Later during his military career,
Brown worked with some Japanese
officers in an advisory capacily
while stauoned in Japan

“We were talking over lunch
when one of the officers menuoned
he had been a staff officer across the
nver from our position. The other
was a umit commander there.”
Brown said

“I mentioned bemg there also, and
getung wounded in the shoulder
One officer exclaimed, 'Oh, 1 got
wounded 1n the shoulder, t00."

“And here we were, having a litle
Mongolian beef together, whercas
we were trying 1o wipe each other
out several years ago ™

In the Army 90 days after he
graduated from college in 1942,
Brown was dispatched to New
Guinea replacement with the 70th
Division. |t was March 1944

“There | joined the 32nd Infantry
Division on a front line along &
river. The 32nd was a red hot
National ‘Guard from Wisconsin
And 1 had just missed a hellacious
battle cngagement by 15 days,” he
sau

“There were Japanese on one side

See "Wound..." on page 2C

FEATURED INSIDE

During war time, a young GlI
had to grow up quickly

K8 Kleinfeldt looked straight
into eyes of enemy

Ship lost, Spencer survived
five days floating in Pacific

Chouinard flew over China
with famous ‘Flying Tigers’

McCarter had honor of flying
with Gen. Claire Chennault

Dix witnessed infamous
Pearl Harbor attack




By L. CoL. (RET.)
GEORGE H. BROWN
. “FallIn." ¢
The command rang out crisply
contrast to the limp atmosphere of
an carly August moming im-Illinois.
The year was 1942. Men of a defi-

“mile past and uncertain future strag-

gled out of the restaurant onto the
already softening asphalt of the
main street, Liberty Street, to form
for-their march to the Rock Island
Railroad Stationss

Wiping the remaining crumbs of
their first communal breakfast from
their mouths, they clumsily arranged *
themselves, under insistent guid-
ance, into the semblance of a forma-
tion.
Four ranks of eight men each,
their mufti already wilting in the
unrelenting heat. Old Timers from
World War 1 formed a color guard
with a snare drum and a couple of
bugles. The bass drummer would
join the parade from his own comer
on up the street by the town library.

“Well son, they're all yours,” and
the oldsters stood by expectantly to
have some fun at the expense of the
“kid" in charge. They suddenly
stiffened, half by instinct, at the
authority of the command, “Fall In."
This was the first of many com-
mands the “kid" would give - and

e.

“Follow Me.”

The dark stain of the
on his slecves stood oul
faded grey-green of his fatigues. A
small black cjrclet hosted the dun-
color initials. 0.G.S., on the left
pocket of his sweaty jacket. It was
his tumn to take command; to lead.

Sweating and work and striving
for excellence were the usual occu-
pations of each day at
“Chattahoochee 'University.”
“Follow me," - a hurried reconnais-
sance, a quickly formulated plan,
orders issued.

*Hold half here as a base of Fire."
“Mancuver element, stand ready to
move out.” A quick glance to the

Wound...

From page 1C

of the river and us on the other.”
The Japanese really. tried to pour it
across the river and knock us off.

“The Japanese were always on
top of us. My platoon went in with
17 men and came out with 11, and

of it

Brown has little patience for those
who question whether President
Harry Truman was correct in order-
ing the world's first atomic bombs
dropped on  Hiroshima and
Nagasaki

He was working with the service
support forces that were going to
supply both the bases by bringing
up supplies, engineer units, signal
corps units and all the other heavy
support groups needed to support
the pending invasion of Japan

In addition, they were supporung
the combat groups that were form-
ing up for the initial invasion,

with a private first class at the head *

time, a Gl had to gro

left and right, then down to the sec-
ond hand on his witch. The second
hand climbed and cut the heart out
of the numeral “12."

Let's Go.”

March 1945 - a nameless hill
among myriad hills along the Villa
Verde Trail in north-central Luzon.
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saddle from the inky void on its
flanks. A glance into the gloom
behind, a firmer grip on the revolver
butt, swallow if possible. OK, let’s

go.

“Send Her Out."

Combat slipped into rear echelon
duty. VE Day and the days that fol-

The hill was too-small-and too-—lowed marched on toward VJ Day
and beyond. Tokyo, General head-~

insignificant to even rate a nusfieral.
High above and beyond in the

- gloom of night loomed Hill 1400.

The only use for nighttime in Luzon
was 10 bask in its respite from end-
less caring days amid millions of

umming flies.

On this night, patrols had silently
and reluctantly moved out for the
patrols in this region favored the
defender. After too brief an interval,
the patrols returned, reporting no
contact, only the noise of movement
and digging.

‘We must advance. Nearly three
weeks on this damn hillside with
them looking down our throats day
in and day out. Sniper casualtics
every day, with men “cashing in”
and not a foot of ground to show for
itall.

In the post midnight blackness, a
figure materialized, then the skip-
per's voice, “Can you get out there
and stick?" “I believe Let me
pick the time to move.” “OK, move
out when you are ready. I'll support
you by fire after first light.”

In the remaining moments there
was quict, yet urgent activity. Check
the platoon. Platoon?? Seventeen
men, four of them new today, one
noncom, two PFCs and a PVY
fronting squads

“Runner, bring up the rear. Trail a
reel of wire. Sound power will be
our only contact. ‘Hoppy." tail the
second squad, stick to the saddle
going out.”

Only room for two squads, go
back for the third squad when we've
cleared the saddle. Peer down the

the surgeon’s office, “Air can't
make the pickup, what can you do?"
“I'll do my best. Ring you back.”

A call to the Navy, Yokosuka
answers, “Capt. Navy, this is Capt.
Army. Ship reports emergency sur-
gical on board. Air can'f make pick-
up. Ship's last position is closing on
Tokyo Bay-on Great circle Route:

Can you assist”" ‘

out. Sniper casualties
-every day, with men
“cashing in” and not
a foot o/gground to

show for it all.

We must advance. Nearly three weeks on
this.damn hillside with
them looking down our
throats day in and day

A

Al
2

L

quarters and staff duty. Plans to be
drawn, daily operations to be
accomplished.

A city digging out, a nation pros-
trate, a people suspended in mid-air;
a hungry, bewildered people.

Hearth and home, loved ones.
families on the move to join with
long absent males. A medical
impasse and the ether crackles with
an insistent message, “Sick on

* board. Must have shore-based
surgery soon.”

A B-17 from Air-Sea Rescue
makes contact and circles the ship.
The seas are too rough, oil won't
calm then, the plane cannot land and
returns to base.

Radio transmissions meld into
land line In Tokyo

trail, try to pierce the

Night vision gives a sickly lumines-
cence to the scene, highlighting the

it's Saturday. The Division is empty
save for a duty officer. A call from

“Good! Good! Steam up in a
British destroyer. Can be underway
in the hour. Fine! You need authori-
ty? Capt. Navy. this is Capt. Army -
Send her out.”

The dial hums and a voice
answers, “Let me speak to the sur-
geon, please...”

The solid routines of garrison pre- §

vailed. Even city life invaded the
postwar days. A school tour no less,
then Korea. What a blast. Popped
out of a Gooney Bird onto K1, it
was Aug. 8, 1950

So hot that even the fleas were
hopping on the pierced steel plank-
ing that covered the tamped carthen
strip. Fighters, PSls, took off and
landed with monqtonous regularity.
Fire brigading with the 25th
Masan-ni, and the ridgelines to the
west. Stalemate, then breakout.

The Tonic effect of the offensive
prevailed. Burial parties were
behind in their work. 14 U.S. um-
forms 1n a windrow, face down and
forward in a ditch, combat wire
laced their hands together behind
their backs.

Chonju, the prison yard, shallow:
and oozed out graves lined with
men, women and kids. Dead for
some days, judging from the
swelling and the smell. Weeping
families trying o identify their own

And the kids. The eternal wash of
unwashed kids. Old before their
time, or dead for lack of a quick
education in thievery

Forward; the lines pushed forward
on the maps, “goose eggs” inter-
locking all across the front, all neat
and udy Then the flood. The human
flood of bungling “Chinks” and the
neat lines mehed and the goose eggs
became isolated. then indistinct,
then erased

North Korea, the push to the scas

w up quickly

on both coasts and the flight to safe-
ty. A line drawn and a vow made,
sealed forever in solemn pact with
the sadness and disbelicf and uncer-
tainty of the next hour for all those
trusting people.

“ A certain knowledge gained,
bought with human suffering and
defeat. Retrograde, and in the midst
of-destruction, a chance to rebuild.
An island interlude and a new
dimension in understanding.

KM  AG, now with the police in
counter guerrilla work. No fancy
titles, no presidentidl interest, no
Green Berets. In fact, no logistics,
no support. Hijack to sty alive. to
keep the mission alive, to push in
$mall ways toward a final victory.

“Captain, let's take the next
ridge.”

“An advisor now, to the ROK

Police.” The phrase, casually spo-
ken, was an affected casualness
since our men had been struck down
by fire from the ridge that was our
objective. Come on now! The air
strike is over, let's move. Well, here
goes nothing. Looked down at a
pitifully inadequate 38-caliber
revolver. Some supporting fires, I'll
say.
Up and over down the forward
slope. Don’t think about getting hity
bad for morale. Besides. it's a
seven-mile hand carryout, the 15
miles in the back end of a jolting
weapons carrier to the nearest
Korean Police Dispensary. My med-
icine cabinet back home is better
equipped for treatment.

Small arms fire picks up. The
cough and blast of the mortars take
up the counterpoint t rhythm. A
“pickle barrel” on a machine gun
emplacement over on the next finger

ridge. Some shooting. Ever try it
without a base plate, right, or

The whole firing line stood up 1o
cheer, “Manza! Manza!" Thea they
flopped down (o take up again the
deadly pecking away with rifle fire.
Who scored the touchdown? OK.
Captain, let's move, let's. take the
next ridge. -

The salt air smacked against the
nostrils and the slap, slap of the bow
wave against the midships of the
broad-beamed bo ferry became

Sosel
100 soporific to resist. The first
unfettered sleep in 22 months. And
those months became blurred in
memory, even on the vanishing
wake of the vessel.

More garrison, then vaccination
with & saber. A rousing tour with the
30 Armored Cavalry. Was there
ever a better life than Recon? Not in

m

USAREUR. tanks umbling onto
parking pads, their ugly snouts
pointed eastward, ever eastward
Grafenwohr. the poor man’s
Garmich. France. Vive la France
and vive la difference

CONUS, down below the bend of
the Ohio, steaming battleground of
climatic giants whose savage machi
nations are spelled out in staccato
flashes and blasts of thunder that
pass in a twinkling to leave man
gasping under the blanket of heat
and humidity that trails the storm.

A command - after such a long
long drought. A command. | don't
give a damn what they do. A mus
sion is a mission, and a command 15
to accomplish that mission to the
best of one’s ability. and more.

See "Brown..." on page 3C
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Brown said.

“It makes me so damn sore; all
these people who sit around now
and say, 'We shouldn't have
dropped the bomb, ™ he said

“But my God. we were praying
for that kind of relief. We didn’t
know we had it (the bomb), but the
troops certainly weren't relishing
the 1dea of trying to attack the main-
land of Japan

In Mamila when World War 11
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By PETE RESLER
Herald M. Editor

Sometimes you have to jump into
the fire to put it out.

Few people alive today know that
any better than Earl Kleinfeldt of
Morris.

Kleinfeldt seryed. in the U'S.
Navy Air Force as a divebomber
tailhook gunner aboard the
“Fighting Lady.” the USS
Yorktown in the South Pacific

He can’t remember how many
times he was asked to jump in the
fire. He was never burned, but his
fire claimed the lives of unseen
Japanese trooj

At the age ul 21, Klem(eldl thep
of Chicago, enlisted in the Navy. He
went to Great Lakes Naval Station
for boot camp. He was trained to be
a signalman. They help aircraft car-
rier pilots land safely.

But, in times of war, needs
change quickly and the Navy called
on Kleinfeldt to be a radioman on a
destroyer.

He was packed and awaiting his
final orders one night when the
commander called the men together
and gave them the choice of work-
ing'on a submarine or in aviation

Needs had changed again. and
men were needed in these areas.
Kleinfeldt chose aviation and was
sent 10 gunnery school

There he leamed to operate a new
gadget called radar. The'rather
crude version of today's sophisticat-
ed radar systems was top secret and
training took place in a building sur-
rounded by a barbed wire fence and
guarded by two large doberman pin-
schers.

He then went to Jacksonville,
Fla., for torpedo bomber training

ulumal: target: Tokyo, the capital of

The assaults took place at such
places as Iwo Jima, Okinawa Jima,
Takao, Sugon Hong Kong, Manila
and C:

Evennm]ly. they reached their tar-
get, and-Kdeinfeldt Ived in
the first air raids on Tokyo. —

Kleinfeldt's job was simple in
theory, but monumental in reality.

He sat in the rear seat of a Curtiss
SB2 C-1 Helldiver. The bombers
would fly in groups of three, sup-
ported by fighters

Once over the target, the bomben
would fall into a steep dive. amid
intense anti-aircraft fire from
ground installations, pulling up at
dangerously low levels and drop-
ping their payload of explosives

During the dive, the gunner is
strapped in his scat and the guns are
outside, but tied down.

As rear gunner, Kleinfeldt had to
stand up as the bomber leveled out
and straif the ground as the bomber
pulled away.

While he never witnessed his bul-
lets hit the enemy, he’s certain some
of them hit their target.

“"We used 1o be so low I could
see the propeller blow the water on
the ocean,” he recalled

The squadrons mainly targeted
Japanese military installations, such
as airfields, fuel and arms depots
and naval vessels.

Their job was to weaken the
Japanesc prior to an amphibious
landing by Allied marines

Kleinfeldt and his pilot, Sully,
had no choice but to stee] their
nerves and jump nto the fire. But
there were several close calls that
area almost humorous to Kleinfeldt
in retrospect after 50 years
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Kleinfeldt looked stralght into

NAVY TAILGUNNER Earl Kleinfeldt posed for this photo just
before taking off for the first bombing raid on Tokyo.

Fortunately, an American fighter
blew the Zero out of the sky before
it could fire on them

Another ume, their planc stalled
at the bottom of a dive. Kleinfeldt
called out. “Sully, you OK”" No

y. you OK”"
Again no answer

Earl felt he had no option but to
Jump

“I had one leg out and I heard him
yell. *I'm all right!™"

While combat was certainly haz-
ardous, taking off and landing on an
wreraft carmer, particularly prior to
the .\d»cm of jet engines, was also
very

he repeated

THIS IS THE front of a propaganda flier dropped over Tokyo by
Earl Kleinfeldt and other Navy airmen near the end of World War
Ii. On the reverse side was a message in Japanese urging the
Japanese military and citizens to give up the fight, as their

efforts were hopeless.

and ended up out west 10 leam dive
bombing

Finally he was on his way to Pearl
Harbor where he boarded the
Yorktown and began the long jour-
ney to the South Scas

Kleinfeldt and his cohorts liberat-
ed a number of strategic areas from
Japanese control on their way o the

Brown...

On one mission, Sully warned
Klewmfeldt that they were going into
heavy fire and that he should close
the bomb hatch quickly after they
dropped their “eggs "

Earl was following his urders
when he looked out the hatch
straight 1nto the eyes of a Japanese
Zero fighter pilot

Success depended on the skills of
both the pilot and the signalman
who made the decision whether to
let a pilot land or to wave him off
for another try

On takeoft. he said. the planc was
connected 1o a steam catapult and
the pilot revved the engines while
standing on the brakes

On the go signal. the catapult
fired and the pilot released the break
10 gain enough momentum to hft off
the short runway

1t was a real thrill” Kleimfeldt
sad, recalling how the force would
sink 1n vour cheeks

But as thnlling as takeoffs were

landings were extremely dangerous.

Kleinfeldt remembers several
plancs crashing on the deck or
falling short of the ship after sus-
taining heavy damage from anu-ar-
craft fire.

Personally, he recounted two situ-
ations that nearly ended in tragedy

Due to the short runway, planes
must drop quickly onto the deck
where a tailhook hopefully grabs
one of two cables attached to
hydraulic compressors. the planes
would go from about 100 miles per
hour to a dead stop in a matter of
seconds.

Once, upon returning from a
bombing mussion in the Philippines,
they found that the carriers had
moved

Already low on fuel from the mis-
sion, they had to search the open
seas for the Yorktown

When they finally found her, and
went 1n to land, they ran out of gas
and the engine died at the instant the
tzithook caught

Another ume. they wee coming 1n
10 land but were off just a bit. The
signalman waved the pilot off for
another try, but as Sully pulled up.
the tarthook caught one of the cables
and the plane was pulled o the edge
of the carmer

With one wheel over the side. the

From page 2C

“Order Arms.”

A series of gatherings steeped in
sentimentahity. The sting of salt
finds common fellowship along the
eyelids of us all. Recollections
sharpen into painfully precise foous

A day in June, brght and gleam-
ing. A respectful group occupies the
flanking chairs, troops are amayed.
colors snapping. band serenading

In contrast to the militanly correct

troops. a smaller group stands fac
ing them across the field

A little more erect, a httle more
sharp in appearance, heads high and
a little more determined. jaws set
with a little more firmness for they
are the reuring. parting company
with those 1n whose ranks they
stood.

They will set the proud example
they will show the way. this last of
their active days

The litany of the ceremony begins
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and cach 1s lost unto his own
thoughts. responding as befits the
dnll The band swells into a march
ing cadence and the line of troops
commences to flow

They flash by in khaki-serried
ranks’ Then come the Colors
approaching from the left. Present
Arms

And 20 hands snap to their cap
brims. The colors pass. What life
ume did the 20 severally hive in that
moment of marching”

The Colors that rallied them in
days gone by The Colors that
would inspire those yet to come
when all else had become confused,
obscured. or lost in meaning

Six paces past the nght file, and
the rear rank of the Color Guard
passes from view

And the voice that first command-
ed “Fall In" so those many years
before. now firmly proclaimed one
last order to his last command

Order Arms ”

-

IT PAYS TO MAKE THE
INDEPENDENT CHOICE

BOB ROTH, CIC
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eyes of enemy

engine was cut and the plane
stopped. inches short of falling into
the Pacific

The flying warriors had other
nonlethal duties from time to time.
They often were asked to drop bun-
dles of stiff silver paper which
would help confuse guided ground-
10-air missites fired by the Japanese.

Also, once they reached Japan.
they frequently dropped thousands
of propaganda leaflets encouraging
the Japanese to surren

They were designed to create
doubt n their ability to'win the war
and to lower morale.

When the mission was completed.
the squadron returned to the U.S
and was broken up.

On April 28, 1945, while home on
leave, he married his sweetheart. He
was discharged that November.

Kleinfeldt carnied four
Presidential Unit Citations for his

After returning to Chicago, he
“moved his new family to Morris,
where he worked for, Reichhold
Chemical

Earl is proud of his service and
has kept in touch with fellow
Yorktown veterans over the years.

And, despite recent health prob-
lems, he sull manages to make to
the annual Yorktown reunion at
Charleston. S.C.. where the
“Fighting Lady" is permanently
docked
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‘ii:lo ANy HusTis
Herald Writer

The visage of his family in the
sky overhead kept Dan Spencer
from drowning in the shark-infested
Pacific Ocean during the closing
weeks of World War II.

Seaman First Class Spencer, a
family man, loved his wife and three
children, and wrote to them every
day while aboard the USS
Indi; i

polis.

Spencer, who lived in Morris 44
years, died eight years ago at the
age of 72. The detarls.of how he sur-
vived the sinking were given in
interviews with his family and other
survivors.

Four days in the water after the
Indianapolis was sunk by a Japanese
submarine, Spencer told shipmate.
Michael Kuryla of Hillside he
“couldn’t take it any more.” z

“Dan was going to slip out of his
life jacket. Then he looked up and
saw the faces of his wife and three
children in the clouds. He said he
had to stay alive one more day,”
Kuryla said.

“I prayed, and | know Dan did,
t00. He was that kind of guy. He
wrote to his wife every day. I said,
*Gee, Dan, what do you have to say,
day after day” He called her 'Sis.’
He loved his wife and children. And
I loved Dan,™ Kuryla said.

Spencer enlisted in the Navy in
1943. He and 1,192 other sailors
and Marines were the final crew
when the Indianapolis left San
Francisco on July 16, 1945

In a box spot-welded to the deck,
the ship carried 200 pounds of com-
ponents and uranium for the atomic
bomib unleashed on Hiroshima on
Aug. 6, 1945

“The wording. ‘Radio Parts’ was
stenciled on the cover,” said Kuryla
“I helped bring the box aboard
Sometimes | sat on it on deck.”

The ship was mortally struck by
1wo enemy torpedoes at midnight on
July 30, 1945, and went down 12
minutes later, taking more than 800
lives with her. She was the last ship
sunk in World War [l

“1 was sucked under as she went
down and my life flashed before me
I said the Act of Contrition and
blacked out. A sailor helped me
onto a life raft,” he said.

Some survivors tied thewr life rafts
together. They rubbed the fuel oil
off an onion and ate 1t. Later they
found 34 cans of Spam They
opened the can and found the Spam
was 100 salty (0 eat

“We cut the Spam into chunks

and fed A he sharks thatkept
bumping against our rafts. It was an
attempt to keep them away. But
some men went out of their minds
from drinking salt water and swam
out among the sharks," Kuryla said.

The survivors dehydrated more
the longer they remained in_ the
waler.

“Our lips cracked and our tongues
were like dry sponges. We were
choking and getting delirious. We
were losing men; they were dying,”
Kuryla said.

Some sailors hooked their life
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preserv@®s together. Sharks it at
them. Those who died were
unithooked and fet go:

Spencer and Ed Brown of Garden
City, Calif., dove out the starboard
side of the ship as she went down.
They were -among those who
hooked their life jackets together.

There were 366 sailors in their
groupg Sixty-six sailors were still
alive when Spencer and Brown were
rescued five days later.

“Many of them died from expo-
sure. And the sharks were cating us
faster than I realized,” Brown said.

-toughest part was thedong
days and the planes flying overhead
We'd pray. Then when the planes
didn’t spot us, we'd begin swearing,
“You blank so-and-so."™

The survivors were becoming
delirious and some swam off, head-
ed for what they said was an island
where other people danced and
drank cold beer, Brown said.

The fuel oil in the water burned
their noes, cars, and lips. Combined
with the sun, it was most miserable.

There was no food. Many sailors
drank salt water. Then they'd

become délirious and swim off
Dying that way was casiest because
you just went to sleep, Brown said.

“Someone said there was a ship
sunk 10 feet below us with cold
water aboard. | was going to go
down. Danny said, ‘Don’t dive
down.' Danny dove down. then,”
Brown said

Spencer, Brown. and 52 other
sailors were rescued by the PBY
seaplane flown by Lt Adrian
Marks. Kuryla was rescued by the
USS Register. The survivors were
transported to the Navy hospital in

AFTER BEING RESCUED, some of the survivors waited on stretchers on the ship's deck to be transported to a hospital. Daniel

Spencer is the sailor on the lower left. The survivors were rescued five days after the USS Indianapolis was struck by a Japanese
submarine's torpedo. (Official Photo U.§. Navy)

‘No one

By Jo ANN HusTis
Herald Writer
e USS Tndianapolis, Magship

of the Fifth Fleet, sank after being
struck by two torpedoes from a
Japanese submarine in the Pacific
Ocean on July 31, 1945

The torpedoes struck at mid
night. The Indianapolis slipped in
flames beneath the waves 12 mun
utes later

The battleship was returning
from Timan th: Manana Islands
after deliveding parts for the
world’s first atomic bomb The
bomb was dropped on Hiroshima
in carly August 1945, thereby has
tening the end of World War 11

The final crew of the
Indianapolis consisted of 1.196
sarlors and Mannes

Five Manines and 311 sailors
survived the sinking

The other 875 men either went
down with their ship or died in the
water from dehydrauon. delinum
drowning and/or shark attack

The United States Navy did not
discover the Tragedy unul five days
and four nights after the
Indianapolis was sunk

It s the worst sea disaster n the
Navy's history

Long-time Morris resident
Daniel F. Spencer was among the
satfors who survived

With hopes of rescue dumming
Spencer and former Scaman Ed
Brown, Cahfornia, entwined their
legs and clung together to stay
alive in the ocean

“Danny and | teaded water und
swam and dnfted for five days and
four nights,” recalled Brown. then
17 years old

“We lived through the heat of
the day and the cold of the ny
hoping sumcbody would find the
we were out there Each day prov
gressively got worse

“We lost many of our sailors the
third and fourth days They gave
up hope and swam away after 1

knew about a ship being missing...’

rescuers came around It was hard
1 comprehend that a ship the size
o the Indianapolis would disap
pear and nobody came looking

Spencer and Brown were res
cued by Lt Adrian Marks and the
crew of his PBY Catalina seaplane

1 don’t think | gave up hope
and 1 don’t think Danny did
cither,” Brown said 1 think that's
the reason we survived | was with
Danny Spencer all the time | was
In the water

But | was just about gone when

the crew threw the hfe nng al me
from the Catalina. They said for
me to grab it. | felt myself dozing
and didn't realize the PBY was so
close Then they pulled me in

By falling asleep was the way
most of the sailofs died. Brown
sard

They died of exposure and no
food o water After while they
drank the salt water 1n desperation
Salt water on an empty stomach
n a chemical reaction. Then
ain snfips and you're all

gone
“We had people who acted very
After a hitle expenience with
we adjusted to the fact thes
were gone They were sl alive
screaming and hollening But tor
all pracucal purpuses, they were
gone
So. we upbuekled their
jackets when they went

crazy
that, v

em dntt away You know

al at sea I wasn 't a hornd

The ones | really felt sormy toi

Y

- o, A

DANIEL SPENCER posed for this photo with his mother and father prior toleaving to serve the
U.S. Navy during World War Il
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See " Missing... " on page $C

' Ship lost, Spencer survived five days
- in Pacific with help of friends, family

Auam. -

%" was pulled aboard tfe PBY
Danny must_have been pulled
aboard, t0o. I just don't remember
much more until after we were in
the hospital,” Brown said

Spencer and Brown went aboard
ship together.

“Danny was a hell of a guy to be
around. Danny kept saying I saved
hiselife and kept him from going
goofy-in-the water. Danny did the
same for me. I really loved him,”
Brown said.

Spencer’s youngest daughter,
Carol Johnson, of Sencca,"was three
years old when a Navy official came
to their home to inform her mother
the Indianapolis was missing.

“About a week later. another
Navy man came o the door and said
Dad was found among the survivors
in the water,” said Johnson. “Then
Mom cried

“Dad went through hell for five
days and four nights. He talked
about it constantly in his later years,
and he would cry a lot

“He had a nervous breakdown
while we were living in Wisconsin
An airplane flew overhead one day
He must have thought 1t was an
enemy plane and yelled, *Down

* down, everybody down, duck ' He
ended up in the veterans hospital for
aume.”

Spencer attended his last reunion
of the Indianapolis survivors in
1988.

Survivor  Curuis F. Reid
Birmingham, Ala.. attended his first
survivors reunion on Aug 2. 1995
The date was exactly 50 years after
the survivors were picked up

“Oh, Lord, the sharks. They were
everywhere. | saw them cat the legs
off survivors,” Reid, 76, sud

“The Lord pulled me through, If it
hadn’t been for Him, 1 wouldn't be
here now. Thank goodness | gave
myself to the Lord whea 1 was out
there in the water.”

Reid said he thought he would not
survive the night of the fifth day
because the weight of his water
soaked life jacket was pulling him
down. He was rescued that day by
Marks in the PBY

“The piane door opened and a
hand reached out and grabbed me
They commenced questioning us on
the hospital ship about what hap
pened. They didn't want o believe
the Indianapolis got sunk.” Reid

said

After the Indianapolis was torpe
doed. Robert E Shaffer uf
Pusorbles, Cahf . jumped with his
triend. Johnny. off the port side
Both wore lfe jackets

“We swam halfway across the
Pacific Ocean Then | looked back
over my shoulder at the stern of the
ship and it was night over our
heads.” he said

But it didn’t go down like a ship
would that would pull you under
The torpedoes had hit forward and
blew the bow off. wnd the screws
were sull in the water The stern
was sull chugging along, gettng
lower and lower 1n the water, and
that's the way she went down, oth
erwise. the suction would have
pulled us under and there would
have been 1ot less survivors

A dehirous sanlor swam up betind
Shatfer the third day they were in

the ater out the hunting kmife
that all sarlors carried. and eved
hum

You've gota potate i your
locker and [ want you o take me
down there (heneath the surtace of
the oveant and get it the man sand
10 Shatfer

Johnny saved my hite He swam

v behund and got his arm around
lor  héad and | got ahold of
¢ sarlor's

arm and got the knife
And we just kind of pushed him
away

Me and Johnny
trom there on

taved together

Sunvivor Grover Carver of
Monteres Calif | said an emergency
ignal was sent out when the

Indianapolis was unking. and was

¢ otficer wld the
fecipient to
hear 1t again, &
I

bisten and at you

something about

hdn't have ime 1o send
betore the
Canver said

nd messag
dosn

Atter we were all hack home and
the war was over. | telephoned the
He | recened the
me 1o a

reunion

but he never

Carver was rescued by the USS
Bassett i :

1 believe I'was aved befause |
have a place here for some) reason
and my duties are not over yet. My
ome until my duties
have been fultilled

me will not
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RICHARD “RIZ” CHOUINARD

Chouinard served as ‘Flying
Tiger’ in China during war

BY MICHAEL FARRELL
Herald Writer

Richard Chouinard was a fighter

pilot with the 14th Air Force in

China during World War I1

A natve of Kankakee, Choumnard
had been 1n the grocery business
since 1939 when he entered the mil-
uary 1n 1943

After exiensive training in numer-
ous locations throughout the United
States, Chouinard was sent to China
on July 4, 1944, as pant of the I4th
Aur Force, known as the Flying
Tigers

He explained there 1s confusion
because the 14th Air Force and a
group of volunteer American pilots
who were fighting in China prior to
the United States entry into the war
were both called Flying Tigers

The American volunteer group
consisted of American pilots paid by
the Chinese to fight the Japanese

Missing...

and they were known as the Flying
Tigers. When the U S. entered the
war, the American volunteers were
combined with the 14th Air Force,
which then also became known as
the Flying Tigers.

Chouinard, a captain, was a pilot
of a P-51 fighter plane in China.

He reported there was no heavy
equipment available, so the Chinese
used hammers to break up rocks to
form a runway. Then a huge roller
was pulled manually over the rocks
1o flatten out the runway

Since the Allies had no heavy
antillery, the Japanese were able to
force the Flying Tigers to move
from one base to another.

Although cfforts were underway
to build a road from India and
Burma into China, the' Americans
working on it suffered heavy casual-
ties. So many cargo planes were
shot down “flying the hump” (over

the Himalaya Mountains),
Chouinard said it became known as
the “aluminum highway "

Chouinard said supplies were
always short and food was not a
high priority. so Americans learaed
10 cat like the Chinese, including a
fot of nce

Fuel had to be flown in, and that,
along with the weather. limited the
number of days the pilots could fly

Chouinard said there was litte air
contact with Japanese planes. “We
would attack and strafe their air-
fields,” he said. Chouinard said they
attacked any target they could find
including supply convoys and ships

Chouinard served in China unul
the end of the war

After his service in World War 11,
Chounard was called back 1o serve
in Korea. He was par of the Fifth
Air Force and served in Korea in
1952 and 1953

From page 4C

“I'll never forget seeing two
sailors sitting on a cork floater net
where they had been four days and
five mghts.” Myers 3aid

“Surrounding the two sailors. as
we pulled the ship n alongside to
pick them up. were three sharks
The sharks were circling the net,
waitng for these youngsters to fall
off The sharks were not bothered
the feast bit by my ship coming night
alongside the net

“The sight 15 sull so vivid in my
mind today

e survivors were discovered by
Herbert Hickman of Norman, Okla
An aviation ordnance gunner
Hickman was aboard the U535
Ventura flown by Lt. Wilbur C
Gwinn

Hickman was cxtending a special
antenna outside the plane when he
happened to glance down and spot-
ted several men floating 1n the
water

It just floored us. No one knew
about a ship being missing or any
other disaster.” Gwinn said

We circled at about 200 feet
iraveling about 30 nautical mules per
hour On the third pass, we started
seeing heads covered with oil in the
water

It was purely an accident and
really a muracle that we saw the men
at all The sun and waves were at
just the nght angle and reflected a
narrow oil shek, which we followed
about 15 miles to a huge mass of oil
and debnis floaung on the surface of
the water

Sighting the survivors was one
of the nichest blessings 1 will ever
have "™

Gwinn radioed the air base that 50
men were discovered in the water

But the message became garbled
and the base misinterpreted the
number of survivors. A plane was
sent to drop a hife raft to five sur
vivors and a ship was dispatched to
pick them up. Hickman said

Then we spotted about 75 more
survivors floatng in small groups
We sent the next message saying we
had about 150 men 1n the water and
that caught some attention

That message really started the
ball rolhing.” Hickman said

Gwinn's crew dropped the air
plane’s hife raft, cork safety net and
lite jackets o the survivors

Then Lt Marks and the PBY
were dispatched 1o the scene. But
Marks thought he was (o rescue one
man 1n a life raft because of the gar-
bled message

Instead | came across the great-
est Naval disaster mn all history.” he

sad

I kept loading survivors and
loading survivors until the plane
was filled hike sardines in a sardine
can They were two and three deep
in the plane and still more were
being brought aboard and we had
nowhere (o put them

*1 finally cut the engmnes and we
put more survivors on both wings
We wound up with 56 survivors,
plus the plane’s nine crew members

“To the best of my knowledge.
we sull hold the world’s record for
the most people ever rescued by a
single airplane

Myers and Mc Vay radioed Pacific
Fleet headquarters about the rescue
The message also noted that the
captain was not steering a zig-zag
course - standard protedure (o avoid
submarine attack - when the ship
was torpedoed

McVay was found guilty of not
21g-zagging dunng the court martial
in the wake of the disaster, and
retired shortly thereafter He shot
and killed himself with his service
revolver at his home in the 1960s.

“Capt. McVay was not guilty of

anything whatsoever but carrying
out his orders in a warime situation
in which 1t's them or us,” said
Myers

“Unfortunately in that case, it was
them”
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Postscript: Dan Spencer made
his home n Moms for 44 years. He
was father to Senecans Carol
Johnson and Sue Ehret. Neal Adnan
Spencer of Morris. and Ervin
Spencer of Eldorado

The interviews with Marks,
Gwinn, Myers and Hickman were
conducted in Indianapolis dunng the
1993 reumion of the survivors.

Gwinn, known as “The Angel” 10
the survivors, died of cancer in
1994. A lone PBY was flown over
the monument 1n his honor during
the dedication

Marks is gravely ill with
Alzheimer’s Discase and could not
atiend the SOth anniversary ceremo-
ny. He resides in a nursing home in
the Indianapolis area.

Hickman still lives in Norman,
Okla. Capt. Myers could not be
located. There 15 no phone listed for
Riggins in Newton, I1L., his home in
1993

Capt. McVay's two sons. Kimo
and Charles McVay IV, both of
Hawan, attended the event. Kimo
McVay dedicated three Hawaiian
flower leis in honor of wme
Indianapolis survivors who hved
those who rescued them. and those
who died

“Heroes all, God bless you ™ he
said

Proud to be Union!

Use the Besit....
Build or
Remodel With
Skilled,
Union Crafismen!

Notes on the sinking of
USS Indy and her crew

By Jo ANy HusTis
Herald Writer

INDIANAPOLIS — Said a sur
vivor of the sinking of the
Indianapohis on July 30. 1945 1
was never more hot than when |
floated naked in the ocean under the
sun at high noon, wishing for might
to come o cool things off 1 was
never more cold than in the ocean at
night, wishing for the day 1 come
and warm things up.”

“1 wastin my birthday suit when
the rescue ship picked me up

Of the 127 survivors sull ving
105 came to the 50th anniversary of
the disaster and dedication of the
Indianapolis Memorial on Aug 2
1995. Highlights included

today.”

“We leave our descendants the
message that World War 11
veterans saved the world. If it
wasn't for them, we'd have
Hitlerism and Hirohitoism

.R,
N

aboard her The Indianapolis 1s now
i port for eternity

« Congress recognized the mvalu
able contribution of the Indianapolis
10 the nation 1 & commendation to
the ship and crew for their service to
the United States

of my retirement,” commented a
survivor at the end

* Survival Michzel Kuivla of
Chicago telling how his wile,
Lorraine, re-enlisted in the Air
Force during Operation Desert

« A World War Il veteran in 4+ “Now | can get on With the rest
military overseas cap embrodered
with the name of his ship, USS

See “Indy..." on page 6(

Sacramento. and the wording
“Pearl Harbor Survivor * He gazed
at two Indianapolis survivors scated
in wheelchairs. “People today just

THANKS... for keeping us FREE!

on’t realize what we went é 3
through.” he told them ]

* A graying woman laid woscar- | 2
let camations edged with green fem | =
on the base of the monument where a2
the names of the ship’s final crew z
were engraved. "My Dad.” she she | 2
explained to the wheelchaired sur £
vivors 2.

* “The Indianapohs, the last ship
lost in combat in the war, left an
indelible mark on the naton’s histo-
ry.” noted featured speaker Adm
Philip M. Quast of Military Sealift
Command

“The 319 sailors and Marines
who survived suffered shark attack
starvation and exposure. The others
died n unspeakable horror Heronsm
consists not so much of mflicting
pain, but of endunng 1t.” he said

* Congressman Andrew Jacobs of
Indiana noted the Indianapolis

Copynight 1944 by United Feature Syndicate.

Cartoon reprinted froi

""Now that ya mention it, Joe, it does sound like ()
patter of rain on a tin roof."

“clearly carried the United States 525 Liberts
1nto the nuclear age.” Morris
“This 1s hallowed ground indeed 942-3133
he said. “At least four generations -
are here today to pay tnbute to the Open Daily
7:30-5:30

Indianapolis and the gallant men

Retirement
Homes for

‘GWRO?S 2§ti?: ;p;r:gren -
ACRES citizen

HAQVE GROWN!

: ) .
ut Grove Retirement Community has once again

Brandt Builders, Inc. of Mormis to bu

new retiement homes. Allare sold except for one-halt
ttage model called the Stratton. Applications
are now being accepted for this new home which w

ate this vear

pleted

WINTER IS COMING! |

Now is the time to make plans tor moving
before winter weather hits us. We have one
last home ready for immediate occupancy
This 1,200 square toot home s our most
economical model! Don't delav! Call today
for tours and information betore it's too late

Special Grandparent’s Day

Cottage Open House

Sunday, September 10, 1995
Noon-3 PM.
1800 Creek BRoad

Call Joe Whitney at ,
942-5108 for details or
to schedule a tour today!
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By KEVIN WoODWARD

Herald Writer
cCarter, 74, who fought
in World War II, joined his two
in the war lpmst the Axis.
But he didn't fight in the Pacific,
Eufope or at home in the'defense
industry.

rer, who was born and
raised in Gardner, flew,with the
14th Air Force in China against the

Japanese.

The 14th Air Force  was com-
manded by General Claire
Chennault, who lead the American

Volunteer Group Flying Tigers,
before accepting a commission with
the U.S. Ammy Air Corps.

McCarter realized that in 1942,

“when he was 21 years old, that he

would likely be drafied: He chose to
joimup insteady-figoring he weuld
have a better shot at landing in
sométhing he liked. A lifelang avia-
tion buff, McCarter, or “Mac" as his
squadron buddies called him, head-
ed to Chicagn to take the aviation

tests.
e passed and joined up in
October 1942.
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McCarter had honor of ymg for Chennau_lt

After completing primary training
in South Carolina, he went to
Greenville, Miss., for basic training.
He carned his wings at the air base
in Selma, Ala.

Then he was transferred to
Sarasota, Flas to complete six
weeks of fighter training.

The boy who had never left
Gardner was about 1o go half way
around the world, but he didn’t
know it until his ﬂighl from
Sarasota was airborne and
orders were opened.

McCarter, and two of the men he
fighter training with,

FRANK MCCARTER, of Morris, posed for this photo with fellow

Flying Tiger Kuo Ching Li. The pair went through fighter training

together.

Harry C. Miller and Kuo Ching Li,
were ordered to Karachi, Which was
in India then. From there, they were
to go to China for combat flight.

“I never heard of Karachi,”
McCarter said; “before being sent
there.”

The trio was assigned to the 16th
Fighter Squadron at Chenkung and
flew with some of the members of
the original American Volunteer
Group Flying Tigers.

“Our second day there, we had
our first mission, into Burma,”
McCarter said.

Two of the missions McCarter
recalls most readily arc a November
1944 mission to bomb Hanoi, which
was occupied by the Japanese, and a
fighter sweep-of a major convoy.

Thirty-six B-24 Liberators chart-
ed a course to Hanoi. McCarter and
his P-51 Mustang squadron escorted
the bombers.

“It was exciting for us because
they were throwing 75 mm flak
(black puffs) at the bombers and 90
mm flak (white puffs) at our fight-
ers,” McCarter told.

‘We knew they had radar because
they were so accurate.”

I'he other mission happened at
daybreak. A convoy was traveling
with its lights on, making the trucks
casier to spot. The entire convoy
was wiped out. “It was not a pretty
sight. I's nothing to brag about,”
McCarter said.

In all, McCarter flew 60 missions
before being shipped back to the
state§. He had been trained to use a
new computing gun sight and was
about to be sent back to China as an
instructor until the atom bomb was
dropped on Hiroshima. He was dis-
charged on Sept. 11, 1945

FRANK MCCARTER meditates prior to flying his next mission as a member of the 14th Air Force,

under General Claire Chennault.

Indy...

From page SC _

Shield at age 62. Lorraine Kuryla,
better known as “Grambo,” trained
(o use a machine gun. Her meeting
with President Clinton was aired
nationwide on major television

“I was the only Indy survivor who
wore a T-shirt that said, "My wife
and daughter both wear combat
boots,” Kuryla observed

« The man who was questioning
former crew members about being
reassigned from the Indianapolis
and inadvertently included a sur-
“When did you leave the
he asked. “When she wen:
down,"” was the laconic reply

* Survivor Giles “Doc” McCoy.
chairman of the anniversary com
mittee: “This monument is not for
the survivors who have had 50 years
of life, but for those who gave their
lives serving aboard a combat ves-

sel. We leave our descendants the
message that World War [1 veterans
saved the world. If it wasn't for
them, we'd have Hitlerism and
Hirohitoism today.”

+ Former Indianapolis, Ind .
mayor Richard Hudnut: “Fifty years
ago the USS Indianapolis sailed into
history

It has now symbolically sailed
into her final port and will be here
throughout etemity. Her crew did
their job heroically ™

Survivor Daniel Spencer of
Mormis was on the committee that
conceived the idea of the reunions
of tae final crew of the Indianapolis
Spencer dicd cight years ago.

The reunions were held every five
years. The combined reunion-dedi-
cation was three years after the 1992
reunion. Because of the advancing
age of the survivors, the next
reunion will be in two years

Do you know
veterans who
have moved
away?
Pick up anextra
set of special
World War Il
editions and
mail it to them!
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Dix witnessed infamous _
bomblng of Pearl Harbor

the United States Naval Air Base and the first
site hit by the bombs.

“Idid not see the bombs hit the Arizona. But
1 saw what happened just after the bombing
began. The harbor was a mess. Every phoe you
tumed there were smokes and flames.

The Nevada was the only hnnl:slnp to get
under way after the attack, Dix said.

“We tried to get the Nevada safely out of the
harbor. But the Japanese were bombing and
torpedoing her while we were making the
attempt. So, we turned the ship around and
beached her on Ford Island in order that the
channel would not be blocked.”

The Nevada's motor launch had taken off

_from-the vessel nhoruybefore the shlp was
struck, Dix said.

“Afier the Nei as beached, we puiied
-longnde and helped m take off the troops.
There weren't a great number killed during the
attack on the Nevada, but a lot of others were
injured. The launch made many trips back back
and forth from the ship to the island, taking the

mmnundu?eniﬂubonbenauhmdnyx
“On the-fourth day-the officers lined up the
troops; they wanted- 100 volunteers and counted
out the first 100 in the line. They sent us on
patrol until the end of December, then to San
Francisco.
The next time Dix saw Pgarl Harbor was in
late 1942,
“I was on the

“The blazing sun emblem of
Japan was on the sides of
the aircraft. The planes
took me by surprise. But
when I saw that big
flaming sun go over
us, I knew it was
war.”

=
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Indi:
collided with the
Washington, and
we went mlo Pearl

of the skeletons of
the ships bombed
on Dec. 7 were
gone from the har-

and the Utah still
remained in the
water where they

dead and wounded to the base.”

After the beaching, the Nevada's crew stayed
aboard to manually operate the guns.

Dix was among the troops who bunked that
night on hastily set up cots at the YMCA on the
island

“No one slept very well that night. And 1
really hadn’t had time to think about things
until that cvening. Then when I did think about
it, I decided I was pretty damn lucky.”

Dix was not injured during the attack, and

were sunk. I went
back to see Pearl Harbor in the summer of 1979
and the two ships were still there.

Dix, a native of Marseilles, enlisted for a
four-year hitch in the Navy in 1938 and was
dispatched to Pearl Harbor in 1939.

“The third anniversary of my enlistment was
on the Slmldxy the day before Pearl Harbor
was

I u\augm then I had only one year left 1o go
before my enlistment was up.

“On Sunday, | knew I didn't.”

Panish helped drive Japs off Guadalcanal

By MICHAEL FARRELL
Herald Writer

Frank Panish Sr., was one of four
brothers from Morris who served in
the United State Navy during World
War IL.

Panish spent 17 1/2 months on
Guadalcanal, after he enlisted in the
U.S. Navy in Chicago on March 12,
1942. He went on active duty on
April 7, 1942. He took basic train-
ing at Treasure Island in San Diego.

A native of Morris, Panish gradu-

“There were millions of the
malaria mosquitoes, but
the ones that bit me
must have died. I never
had a fever, but I had a

tent mate collapse

right in front of me."ﬁ
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ated from Morris C High
School in 1930.
us. Marines invaded

Guadalcanal in August of 1942.

Panish said he was with a Navy
unit in which everyone had a trade
or a skill. “We were all more than
just seamen. There were tinsmiths,
mechanics and men with all differ-
ent skills. However, that did not
matter because everyone was load-
ing bombs and helping however
they could.”

He sailed for Guadalcanal on the
U.S.S. Polk with James Roosevelt,
the president’s son, and the Fourth
Marine Raiders. “We were lucky,”
Panish said, “we got two meals a
day because Roosevelt ordered it.”
They arrived in March 1943,

The raiders would attack the
Japanese and try 1o disrupt their
communications and operations, he

said.

Panish was with the Carrier
Aircraft Service Unit which was
assigned to Henderson Aur Field on
Guadalcanal

He noted the airficld was sup-
pased 10 be secure but the Japanese
were all around. At the start we
had five Grumman fighters and 17
torpedo bombers. We had one or
two trucks so we had to trade with
the Mannes. A case of beer would
get you a good truck ™

Panish said he survived I88
bombing and strafing raids conduct
ed by the Japanese over about seven
months. “After onc raid there were
57 bullet holes in my tent ™

He said it was 115 degrees in the
shade and it rained often. so 1t was
always muddy. A lot of men suf
fered minor injunes trying o run in

Bednarick was getting set to
invade Japan when war ended

Gerald F. Bednarik of Morns. a
sailor during World War I, was
among those servicemen who were
helping prepare to invade Japan
when World War Il ended on Sept
2. 1945,

Thas is his experience

“1 went into the United States
Navy in June 1943. After graduating
from boot camp at Great Lakes
Naval Training Base in Waukegan, |
was assigned to the Armed Guard
Transport Pool. The Armed Guard
consists of Naval personnel
assigned to merchant ships to man
the guns for antisubmarine and air-
craft protection,” he wrote. |

“Due to the number of merchant
ships that were sunk by enemy sub-
marines, the Armed Guard had the
highest casualty rate of any branch
of the Navy.

“After serving on board the §S
Jean Lafitte for five months. I was
assigned to the Matsonia, a large
ocean liner converted 1o a troops
transport, in October 1944,

After many voyages to the South
Pacific, we were routed to Seattle.
Wash., to pick up medical personnel
for the invasion of Japan. Much 1o
my surprise, one of the Army nurses
was from Moms.

“After a stop in Hawaii, we pro-
ceeded to Tinian (an island group in
the South Pacific). We stood on the
bridge of the Matsonia and viewed
the B-29 Enola Gay take off with
the now-famous atomic bomb

At that ume, no one on our ship
cven knew what an atomic bomb
was. Everything was so top secret
Eventally we were informed of the
tremendous power of atoms con
fined

“There was no douht in the minds

of the servjcemen who were prepar

ing to make the nvasion of Japan
that the dropping of the atomic
bombs saved thousands of lives of

the Allied Forces
“When the Matsoma armved back
in Honolulu, we tied up at Aloha
Tower That's where we were when
the war was declared ended
“I was formally discharged May
419467

the mud. Panish also said the flies
were so thick they would never go
more than a few inches from your
arm

“There were millions of the
malaria mosquitoes, but the ones
that bit me must have died. | never
had a fever. but | had a tent mate
collapse right in front of me. We
had a hospital tent and three doc-
tors.”

Panish said his camp was located
within about 300 feet off the Lunga
River, and everyone swam in the
niver because of the heal: .

“We were on Guadalcanal for 10
months before we got our first fresh
cpg. We were eating that canned
stuff that was 20 years old. The but-
ter for the hardiack would not melt,
even though it was 115

At one point, Pamish said he
learned his brother Joe, who was
stationed in the Philippines, was on
Guadalcanal. “I had my own Jeep
and my 45 caliber pistol and |
drove over to see him.”

Panish said his unit was awarded
three Batte Stars by Admiral
William “Bull” Halsey

Even after the Japanese were dn
ven off the island, Panish said he
remained “They knew | was edu-
cated and could-do math. so they
made me pay officer | paid pilots
that had been shot down 16 months
carlier and paid all the officers. |

JOB WELL DONE!

1945 The war was finally coming to an end. and his best
gal was waiting for her man in uniform
who was finally coming home
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was a good pay officer, th: govem-
ment never lost a penny.”

Panish said his other brothers also
enlisted in the Navy. Emie served
on Guam and Ted at Norfolk, Va.

After being discharged from the
Navy on Jan. 5, 1946 he worked at
Stateville Correctional Center, then
worked for Commonwealth Edison
for 29 172 years, retiring in 1975,

He currently resides in Joliet
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"Never in the field of human conflict was so much
owed by so many to so few.'
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-- Winston Churchill

"More than an end to war,
we want an engd to the
beginnings of all wars."

-- Franklin D. Roosevelt

EQUAL HOUSING LENDER




	19950901 p1
	19950901 p2
	19950901 p3
	19950901 p4
	19950901 p5
	19950901 p6
	19950901 p7
	19950901 p8

