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This harp rental agreement is meant to provide students with the opportunity to begin harp lessons with a harp to practice on from the first lesson.  It is not meant to be a long-term solution, but rather to allow students time to find their own instrument to work with.

Length of Rental

This rental agreement will be for a minimum of 120 days (roughly 4 months).  The harp is a challenging and complicated instrument and can be frustrating to start.  I encourage all my students to give it at least 4 months to see improvement before choosing whether to continue or not.  I will not contract any student to study with me specifically, so even if the student decides to discontinue lessons with me and find a different teacher, they are welcome to finish out the 4-month rental agreement at no penalty.  However, if this is the case there will be no opportunity for rental agreement renewal.

Early Termination

If, after entering into the rental agreement, the harp is returned to me before the end of the rental period, the remainder of the full agreed-upon fee will be delivered with the harp and the agreement terminated.  After the harp is returned and the fee fulfilled I reserve the right to rent it out to the next student in need, regardless of time left in terminated rental agreement.

Insurance Requirements

Upon entering into this rental the renter is required to purchase and maintain a membership with the American Harp Society.  This is a requirement of the insurance agency covering the instrument.  If membership lags or is terminated the harp will be returned to me immediately and will only be returned to the renter upon proof of retained membership.  This does not terminate the rental agreement and the renter will still be responsible for any monthly payments on the harp while it may be in my possession.   The harp will be held in my residence and will not be rented out to any other student as long as the payments are still being made.  If payments are missed or cease completely the rental agreement will be terminated and I will be at liberty to rent out the harp to another student.  Please refer to the section concerning late or missed fees for more details.  Additionally there is a deductible of $500, which the renter will be responsible for if any damage occurs to the harp while under this agreement.

Rental Fee & Late or Missed Payments

	The agreed-upon monthly fee for this rental agreement is $75.00 USD per 30-day period.  Payment will be received by the first day of each 30-day period.  If any payment is late by more than a week, a late fee of $3.00 USD per day missed will be added to the monthly fee until the total combined payment is made.  For example, payment made 7 days late incurs no additional fee.  However, payment made 8 days late is a fee of $24.00 USD, 9 days late is $27.00 USD, and so on.  If any payment is late by more than 30 days, the agreement will be terminated and the harp returned to me immediately.  Upon harp return and termination of agreement, the missed payment, calculated late fee, and any remaining payments outstanding under the terms of the agreement will be satisfied.  At the termination of this agreement I will be under no obligation to reserve the harp for the renter and will be free to rent to the next available student.

Maintenance

I can provide replacements for any strings that break while the harp is rented for a small charge:
· Strings in octaves 1-4 are available for $4 per string 
· 5th octave strings E-A are $8 per string
· 5th octave G – 6th octave strings are $12 per string

However, if the renter prefers to buy their own replacements, they must be the correct octave, note, and brand.  The correct brands of strings are as follows:
· Strings from 1st octave C to 5th octave A must be Artist Nylon
· Strings from 5th octave G to 6th octave C must be Bow Brand.  

This is to ensure proper care and optimal performance while in the student’s possession.  A tuning key and extra levers will also be provided with the harp at the beginning of the rental period.  Similar to replacement strings, the replacement levers must be the same color as the previous, broken lever, and must come from the extras provided.		

End of Agreement and Rental Extension

	At the end of 90 days of rental, the renter must declare their intentions regarding their ability to obtain their own instrument, through other rental options or purchasing.  
If the renter is able to obtain their own instrument they may use the final 30 days of rental to do so.  At the end of the 120-day period, if the renter’s harp has been acquired, the rental harp will be returned, any outstanding fees paid, and the agreement closed.  However, if the renter’s harp is acquired, but not present – meaning, if it is being shipped or in transport – and there are no other students in need of a harp rental, the renter may continue to rent the harp until theirs has arrived.  Payment for the extra time rented will be added to final bill in the form of $2.50 USD per day.  When the renter’s harp has arrived, the rental harp will be returned immediately, final bill paid, and the agreement closed.  If, at any time during this extension, a different student becomes in need of a rental harp, notice will be given and the renter will have 14 days from that notice given to return the harp, pay the final bill, and close the agreement.
	If the renter is unable to obtain his or her own instrument and there is another student in need of a rental, they may continue to use the harp until the end of the 120-day rental agreement at which point the harp will be returned, any outstanding fees paid, and the agreement closed.  If there is no student waiting for a rental, the renter may continue to rent the harp in 30-day intervals.  If, during this extension, a new student is in need of a rental harp, notice will be given and the renter will have 30 days from that notice given to return the harp, pay the final bill, and close the agreement.  If the harp is returned within the 30-day notice, but past the last day of the most recent 30-day interval, the extra days will be added to the final payment at $2.50 USD a day.  If the harp is returned before the end of the last contracted 30-day interval I will refund the renter for however many days it was early at $2.50 USD a day.

Acknowledgement and Signatures

	The renter has read the above terms and requirements and is prepared to enter into the Harp Rental Agreement with owner, Jessica W.H. Wilbee.







__________________________________________________		_________________________
Renter’s Signature						Date







__________________________________________________		_________________________
Owner’s Signature						Date
