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WHO

Valentina Glez Wohlers 
(Mexico City, 1977)

Award winning designer 
based in London. Before 

entering Central Saint 
Martins to complete an MA 

in Contemporary Furniture 
(London 2005-2007) she 
graduated in Industrial 

Design with honors 
from the Iberoamerican 

University in 2000, Mexico 
City. 

Her work has been 
featured in a wide range of 
international publications 

and media, selected for 
solo and collective design 

and art exhibitions in 
London, Milan, NYC, Mexico 

and Paris. 
She is a regular guest 

lecturer and speaker in 
several design colleges 

throughout the UK and 
America. 

Currently a professional 
furniture and interior 

designer and design 
consultant, 

Valentina has been 
developing private 

commissions and 
conceptual furniture for 

the high-end residential 
and commercial industry 

worldwide since 2007.

WHY

Because I can.
Design ethos based in joy 
and wonder. 

I believe good design makes 
life better and the world a 
more delightful place. 

I believe in emotional design, 
the one that is more than a 
material possession for us.

I am committed to my 
practice, creating flexible 
and innovative design that 
responds to its audience. 

Creative processes 
based in experimentation, 
functionality, aesthetics, 
sensuality and 
sustainability. 

WHAT

Designed objects and 
environments that 
bring a meaning into our 
lives through emotions, 
aesthetics, functionality, 
ergonomics and surprise 
factor.

Design that offers pleasure 
and usability in unexpected 
ways.

Sophisticated, exciting and 
non intrusive design that is 
easy to be around of. That 
satisfies real needs rather 
than transient ones.
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Victoria & Albert Museum, September 2015, London: Design exhibition celebrating the dual year Mexico – United Kingdom 2015

Salone Internazionale del Mobile, Milan 2015: Mexican Design Pavilion, Ventura Lambrate –In collaboration with GROW AAD

Zona Maco - Mexico Arte Contemporaneo 2015: The Ghost of a Chair, in collaboration with Andres Siegel Gallery

Pinta The Latin American Art Fair London – Pinta Design May 2014

Interiors UK - Birmingham January 2014: V Rockers - Foldable Rocking Chairs ‘Best New Product Award Interiors UK 2014’

New York Design Week 2014 at Wanted Design. In collaboration with Territorio Creativo

London Design Festival 2013: The Blooming Branches Collection and Val’s Rockers, foldable Docking chairs. Designjunction, 
London.

 
Pinta Art Fair London – Pinta Design Latinamerica - Earls Court Exhibition Centre, May 2013

The Blooming Branches Collection - Solo Exhibition - Retrouve Gallery, Mexico City. March 2013

The Ap-Art London Winter Show 2012 - Winter Wonderland exhibition
Curated by Adrian Palengat’s gallery. London  22 November – 22 December 2012.

Design Week Mexico 2012: Introducing the Confident Collection designed by Val for Hilando Mexico - Mexico City, October 2011

London Design Festival 2012: The Wild Bodged Chair, Southbank Centre, London.
In collaboration with Designersblock

Mexico Through Your Senses,  Mexican Embassy to the UK. - London, June 2012

Pinta Art Fair London - Earls Court Exhibition Centre, May 2012

‘Mexican Factory: Contemporary Industrial Design’ Museum of Modern Art, Mexico City
October 2011 - February 2012

Design Week Mexico 2011: Objects of Desire, part of Design and Personalities exhibition
Mexico City, October 2011

London Design Festival 2011: Eden, the Tenango Chair - By Val for Natuzzi ‘Chair Affair’ project.

Surreal Woman: Celebrating 75 years of the Surrealist movement.
Collective exhibition curated by Guts for Garters, London, June 2011 

New York Design Week 2011 - In collaboration with Wanted Design, May 2011

London Design Festival 2010: 13 Ghosts, a major installation of contemporary furniture
In collaboration with Designersblock

TWO’S A PAIR: Friday Late at the Victoria and Albert Museum - Part of the London Design Festival 2010

Pinta Art Fair London  - Earls Court Exhibition Centre, May 2010

International Contemporary Furniture Fair (ICFF) NYC 2010 - In collaboration with the British European design Group (BEDG)
UK Trade and Investment award 2010

Salone Internazionale del Mobile, Milan 2010: Abstract Tenoch I & II  /  Erotica Cutouts
In collaboration with Designersblock - UK Trade and Investment award 2010

London Design Festival 2009: The Ghost of a Chair
In collaboration with Designersblock - UK Trade and Investment award 2009

Salone Internazionale del Mobile, Milan 2009: The Prickly Pair Chairs
In collaboration with Designersblock - UK Trade and Investment award 2009

s e l e c t e d
exhibitions
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THE PRICKLY PAIR CHAIRS



The classical French oval chair, 
originating in the Rococo period during 
the reign of Louis XV, has been adopted 
ever since throughout central Europe. 
Whilst completely familiar now, its form 
was, at the time radical, considered to 
be over decorated nonsense, dispensing 
with rectilinear styles and substituting 
with more light-hearted asymmetric 
forms. Naturalistic and exuberant in its 
ornamentation, Rococo’s mixed natural 
and artificial forms of all kinds, from plant 
motives to grotesque representations.

Before the Prehispanic and over the 
centuries, the Nopal symbolizes Mexican’s 
heritage and national pride. According to 
the legend, the Gods told the Aztecs that 
they would know where to found their 
city, Tenochtitlan (the ancient name of 
Mexico City) because of an obvious sign: 
they would find an eagle standing on a 
Nopal, eating a snake. To this day, the sign 
forms of our National Shield.

Cactus and nopales immediately convey 
Mexicanity to international audiences. 
Are those cactaceous that, for Mexicans, 
represent meaningful sights of daily 
life and the most beloved icons in their 
culture.
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limited to an edition of 
9 9  p i e c e s 
the Prickly Pair Chairs 
are made upon request 

Details & Specifications

Product Type  F u r n i t u r e 
Product Family Prickly Pair 
L a u n c h e d  2 0 0 9
Made in the UK and Mexico City 
Color Mexican Pink and Lime Green 
fabric by Manuel Canovas*
M a d e  f r o m  s o l i d  w o o d
curved, bended and carved Finished in lead free

p o l y u r e t h a n e  p a i n t
D i m e n s i o n s
Height 180cm x branches 
wide 110cm x seat high 50cm

WOH
CO&

VALENTINAGW.COM



combining the distinctive 
formal and aesthetical values 
behind Mexican and European 
figurative idiosyncrasy, The 
Prickly Pair Chairs result in 
furniture pieces within which 
both cultures are identified. 

It is at once frivolous and 
humorous yet in the same moment 

encourages reflection. 

Shapes, materials, colours and  
textures collide in irreverent 

and playful harmony.

The Prickly pair Chairs respect the original chair and concludes that 
its new form synthesizes the “best of two worlds” by the fusion of 

these two powerful iconic symbols.

combining the distinctive formal and 
aesthetical values behind Mexican and 
European figurative idiosyncrasy, The 
Prickly Pair Chairs result in furniture 
pieces within which both cultures are 
identified. 

It is at once frivolous and humorous 
yet in the same moment encourages 
reflection. 

Shapes, materials, colours and  
textures collide in irreverent and 
playful harmony.

The Prickly pair Chairs respect the 
original chair and concludes that its 
new form synthesizes the “best of two 
worlds” by the fusion of these two 
powerful iconic symbols.
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THE PRICKLY PAIR CHAIRS 
T E N A N G O  D E  D O R I A
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T e n a n g o s  d e  D o r i a 
hand embroidered fabric 
c r e a t e d  b y  t h e  O t o m i 
Indians of the Tenango de 
Doria county in Hidalgo 
M e x i c o

E a c h  i l l u s t r a t i o n 
c o m e s  s t r a i g h t  f r o m
t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p 
between woman artisans 
a n d  N a t u r e
w i t h  n o t e m p l a t e s 
o r  p a t t e r n s 
e a c h  v i s i o n  i s  u n i q u e
as well its particular 
n a r r a t i v e
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The Prickly Pair Chairs 
T e n a n g o  d e  D o r i a
B e r g d o r f  G o o d m a n 
S p e c i a l  E d i t i o n

Bergdorf Goodman NYC
D e c o r a t i v e  H o m e
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Bergdorf Goodman NYC
D e c o r a t i v e  H o m e
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Victoria & Albert Museum
L O N D O N
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T h e  I n d e p e n d e n t
B B C N e w s
T h e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s



Lampions divins
Chacune des six boules 
en papier et bambou de la 
collection Masque, de Sentou Édition, représente 
une divinité chinoise incarnant le vent, la forêt, 
la montagne... Ambiance envoûtante garantie. 
(30 cm de haut, environ 39 $; www.sentou.fr / 
sections e-boutique et nouveautés)

SEPTEMBRE 2009  ELLE QUÉBEC 169

C’ESTNOUVEAUDÉCO
MYRIAM GAGNON

Mæstro ès 
porcelaine 
Il fallait visiter en mai le 
Salon international du design 
d’intérieur de Montréal 
pour constater que Louise 
Bousquet n’a pas usurpé 

sa réputation de «trésor national québécois». Ses porcelaines sont 
d’une finesse digne de celle de leurs cousines de Limoges, où elle 
a d’ailleurs fait ses classes. Remarqué parmi la production de l’été 
2009, un saladier dont la forme ventrue évoque les grands bols du 
temps jadis. (144 $ chez plusieurs dépositaires, dont À table, tout le 
monde!; info: 514 750-0311 ou www.porcelainesbousquet.qc.ca)

BOUQUET BIO
Même s’il s’apparente 
à un vase bio-chic, Herb 
Keeper, c’est d’abord 
un moyen de s’assurer 
que nos fines herbes 
conservent longtemps 
leur fraîcheur, 
puisqu’elles ont les 
pieds dans l’eau. Un 
design rafraîchissant. 
(22 $ chez de nombreux 
détaillants; info: 
www.cuisipro.com)

ROCAILLE DE SALON 
En feutre polyamide imprimé, le tapis 
Cailloux de l’artiste française connue 
sous le nom de Maron Bouillie – bouh! 
le vilain pseudonyme! – fait entrer le 
jardin dans la maison. (45 cm x 70 cm, 
39 $; www.iddko.com)

LE STYLE 
LOUIS CACTUS
Originaire du Mexique, 
la Londonienne Valentina 
Gonzáles Wohlers a osé 
un mariage contre nature 
entre un siège d’époque 
et un figuier de Barbarie, 
emblématique de son pays 
natal. Au dernier Salon de 
Milan, sa drôle de chaise 
Prickly a retenu l’attention 
de tous les amateurs 
de design funky, moi la 
première. (Sur commande; 
www.valentinagw.com)
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Вне контроля
Похоже, до бунта объектов дизайна против 
своих создателей осталось недолго. Материя
выходит из�под контроля, рождая причудливую
асимметрию непрогнозируемых форм. 
Однако этот заговор до поры остается тайным,
скрываясь за именами молодых дизайнеров,
таких как Валентина Гонсалес Волерс. 

Кресла Prickly pair chairs, напоми�
нающие декорацию постановки в
стиле фентези, на самом деле явля�

ются символом смешения культур. Для
Валентины Гонсалес Волерс (Valentina
Gonzalez Wohlers, www.valentinagw.com),
мексиканского дизайнера, живущего в
Лондоне, эта мебель стала отражением и
личной истории. 
Европейская культура представлена клас�
сическим креслом в духе Людовика XV, а
мексиканская традиция определила де�
коративную интерпретацию модели. Ове�
янный мифами кактус нопаль – неофи�
циальный символ Мексики – воссоздан
не только посредством цвета и формы
спинки стула, но и благодаря мягким
«колючкам» на обивке. 
Рожденный в результате этой причудли�
вой комбинации беззаботный «спагетти�
вестерн» из мира мебели можно было уви�
деть в экспозиции Designersblock, пред�
ставленной этой весной в рамках Милан�
ской недели дизайна.

נישות קטנות | אורנה שנייד

נישה 15 14 נישה

כיסא קקטוס
 )Valentina Gonzales Wohlers( וולרס  גונזלס  ולנטינה 

היוצר,  כיסא  עיצבה  ממקסיקו  תעשייתית  מעצבת 

לדבריה, סינתזה בין התרבות המקסיקנית והאירופאית. 

הכיסא מעוצב בסגנון הרוקוקו הצרפתי מתקופת לואי 

ה־15, סגנון הנחשב כיום לאחד הדגמים הפופולאריים 

מוסיף  המקסיקני  הטאצ'  את  אירופה.  ברחבי  ביותר 

ממערבוני  המוכר  ארוכים  קוצים  בעל  קקטוס 

הנוף  תמונת  את  ומסמל  השישים  שנות  של  הספגטי 

כבוד לאבטיפוס המקורי,  רוכש  "הכיסא  המקסיקנית. 

שייכות  תחושת  מעורר  הוא  נוסטלגיה  עם  יחד  אולם 

חזקה לסביבה החדשה", אומרת המעצבת.

www.valentinagw.com

שקיות של קרמיקה
לפני  סיימה   )Zena Verda Pesta( פסטה  ורדה  זינה 

כשנה את לימודיה במכון לאמנות בקליבלנד, אוהיו 

בארה"ב. את ההשראה לשקיות הקרמיקה קיבלה 

כשראתה חבר אוכל דגני בוקר מתוך שקית ניילון. 

הוציא שקית משונה, מלאה במשהו שנראה  "הוא 

ולאכול",  חלב  לתוכה  למזוג  והחל  חצץ  אבני  כמו 

היא מספרת. באותו שבוע נולדו שקיות הקרמיקה. 

ומשעשעים,  תכליתיים  רב  באובייקטים  מדובר 

שאפשר לשים בהם פרחים או לאכול מהם גלידה, 

לאחסן חפצים או להניח אותם לנוי.

www.zenaverda.com
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WHERE TO FIND US 

E u r o p e
L o n d o n  b y  a p p o i n t m e n t
G a l e r i e  G o s s e r e z  P a r i s     
L’eclettico Gallery Milan  

N o r t h  A m e r i c a
B e r g d o r f  G o o d m a n  N Y C
House of Blu San Diego CA     

L a t i n  A m e r i c a
Ju liana Home Mexico City
Trouve Galeria Mexico City

A r a b  E m i r a t e s
T h e  N o m .  4  K u w a i t
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CONTACT

Valentina Glez Wohlers
Shoreditch  E2, London UK

+ 44 (0) 790 833 4388 
+ 44 (0) 207 739 9803

info@valentinagw.com
www.valentinagw.com  


