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Just as with other professions within the Science, Technology,

Engineering and Math (STEM) field, women are underrepresented in

environmental science.

The 2021 UNESCO Science Report found that sustainability research

still hasn’t been a mainstream topic within mainstream scientific

journals — despite the fact that climate change, biodiversity loss and

the decline of ocean health impacted every single person in the world.

One common explanation for why women are so underrepresented in

STEM careers is because of unconscious bias. Multiple studies found

that when children were asked to draw pictures of a mathematician or

scientists, young girls were twice as likely to draw men than to draw

women in those roles.

HP Inc. and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) are well

aware of this gender gap in STEM and joined forces to invest in young

female students who were interested in sustainability and

environmental science. HP and MIT launched Girls Save the World as

an incentive to encourage anyone between the ages 13 to 18 who

identifies as a girl to submit ideas on how to address an

environmental issue facing their local communities. This offered them

the chance to win funding to put their idea into action.

TRENDING NOW

Kim Petras on her fans, her music and drawing inspiration from
icons that paved the way

WATCH NOW

Entries for Girls Save the World concluded on Jan. 18. The winner and

10 finalists will be announced on March 26.

“Girls and young women are uniquely positioned to be problem solvers
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and to help their communities address the effects of climate change,”

Christina Lowery, the CEO of Girl Rising, told In The Know. “The reality

is that today, girls and women do not currently have equal access to

either the hardware or the education and training that would allow

them to be part of these fields.”

Girl Rising transitioned from being a film production company to a

nonprofit under Lowery’s leadership in 2017. The motive behind Girl

Rising is to create all forms of educational resources to dismantle the

harmful gender stereotypes that keep young women from pursuing

careers in STEM fields.

When Lowery mentions women not having “equal access” to STEM

education, she is suggesting how several factors deter women from

pursuing higher education in the field. Nationally, elementary school-

aged girls perform just as well as boys in math and in science — it’s

only when female students are approaching college years that there

begins to be a disparity in the number of women versus men enrolled

in advanced STEM classes.

The gap could be caused by a number of things, studies find, from

sexism in STEM to a lack of role models.

“There is a cultural norm in many places that even basic technology

like mobile phones are ‘for boys,’ and ‘not for girls,’ and that careers in

STEM fields are not for women,” Lowery continued. “Technology

inequity and climate change can only be addressed through a

conscious and concerted movement of gender equality.”

Girl Rising is one of the partners involved in Girls Save the World and

recently launched a fellowship of its own called Future Rising. Future

Rising focuses on young activists working on environmental justice

storytelling.
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“Future Rising and Girls Save the World are both poised to spark the

kind of creative problem-solving that happens when you empower the

people who are closest to a problem,” Lowery said. “[Girls and women]

are disproportionately impacted by the effects of climate change,

while at the same time, they are so well positioned to innovate.”

SPECIAL OFFER FOR YOU

Our Place's Annual Spring Sale is on now — save 20% or more on
everything

SHOP NOW

Christina Kwuak, an Advisory Council Member for Girl Rising,

reiterated in a 2021 essay that girls’ education is directly tied to

climate change in undeniable ways. “Estimates suggest that together

with family planning, girls’ education has the potential of avoiding

nearly 85 gigatons of carbon emissions by 2050,” she said.

For those who want to help, Lowery suggested mentoring and

supporting young women through formal or informal relationships.

“Invest in girls’ education by supporting organizations working on the

frontlines to address the barriers to learning and ensure that girls’

right to a quality education is fulfilled,” she advised.

Also, as Girls Save the World emphasizes in its mission, becoming a

climate change advocate in your own community can have a direct

impact.

“By participating in local climate mitigation projects, you can be a

part of the transition to a more sustainable future, for yourself and for

the next generation,” she said.

More from In The Know:
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Cop dad comes home early to surprise wife, breaks down when he

discovers her 'betrayal: 'I would never do this to her'

BISSELL's $30 vacuum is perfect for small apartments — and over

70,000 reviewers can back that up

I'm a lifestyle editor, and here are the 8 products I'm buying this

month

All side sleepers need to buy this pillow immediately

Listen to the latest episode of our pop culture
podcast, We Should Talk:

APRIL 14  · 35 MIN

Jennifer Aydin (RHONJ)
We Should Talk

Play See More

This company is on a global mission to make air quality monitoring affordable and accessible
Anna and Neal are the co-founders of Globally…1

Nordstrom is having a major Reformation sale right now, and it’s so freaking good
The cool-girl brand is NEVER on sale.2

This gardening tool lets you weed your yard without bending over3
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If you're an avid gardener or a lover…

The 12 best luxury gifts to buy for the mom who loves the finer things in life
A premium scented candle, designer bags, high-end loungewear…4

Get over $580 off these 4 high-end cookware sets during Sur La Table’s Overstock Sale
Best sellers from brands like GreenPan and All-Clad…5
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Lifestyle

• Barbie's latest doll honors the legacy of Queen Elizabeth II and her historic Platinum Jubilee

• Janelle Monáe comes out as nonbinary: 'I just don’t see myself as a woman'

• Rumer Willis tries ab-defining procedure EmSculpt Neo: 'This was wild'

Read More ›

Crypto

• Why Bitcoin could be poised to fall further

• Crypto may be less anonymous and more centralized than you think, expert says

• Coinbase launches NFT Marketplace in beta

Read More ›
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