
Ten paintings that changed the world
by Mary Strickson

Art extends beyond aesthetics and technique, it can affect and alter the
world we know into something new and extraordinary.

Have you created a painting that could change the world? Check out our competition here
(http://www.artsawardvoice.com/magazine/articles/competition-brief-can-art-change-the-world)!
And find more info at #AAVchange (https://twitter.com/hashtag/AAVchange?src=hash).

These artists challenged what already existed, created something completely innovative. Some of
these artists used art to comment on their own world, to implement change, and to change the
wider world for the better. They used art as a powerful tool to express themselves and in turn
change the world for the good. Here are ten paintings that had a huge impact.

1. Leonardo Di Vinci, The Mona Lisa, 1503

There's a reason why this painting is the most famous in the world. Leonardo Di Vinci challenged
how we create portraiture and changed the use of composition within art. It also raised questions
about women's role in art and changed art practice as it had been.

2. Andy Warhol, Campbell's Soup Cans, 1962
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Andy Warhol is known for leading the pop art movement. He introduced the idea of art not having
to be about the big and powerful, but to be about ordinary mundane objects. His focus on
consumables changed the world in making us question our throwaway and fickle society. His
methods have been endlessly explored, questioned and mimicked and have changed how we
think about art and paintings.

3. Banksy, 'Les Mis' Refugee Crisis, 2016

Banksy's political statements make us question the world we live in and heap pressure on
governments to change their policies - impacting the world and reflecting people's power. Banksy's
art changes the environments where it is placed, turning ordinary spots into tourist attractions:
literally changing the world these people live in.

4. The Berlin Wall, 1980s

Whilst the Berlin Wall remained standing, it was the defiance of the artists who marked it with
powerful paintings that changed the world. Since the fall of the wall in 1990, the artists who
covered it have changed the meaning of the wall from struggle, restriction and hardship to beauty,
freedom and expression.
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Picasso's Guernica reflects a world that has been changed for the worst, an innocence that can
never be reclaimed. War permanently altered the world and mankind which this painting shows.
The horrors to humanity highlighted a constant threat upon the world and civilian tragedies that
changed the world.

6. Henri Matisse, The Snail, 1953

Matisse changed how artwork was displayed within exhibitions. Whereas previously the focus had
been upon heavy frames containing artwork and then a focus upon the centre of the artwork, now
Matisse extended his work past the frame, using shape, colour and curvature to ignore the
constraints of the frame altogether.

7. Van Gogh, Starry Night, 1889

The dawn of impressionism changed the way that artists created paintings. Rather than simply
capturing what they saw, they added feelings and sentiment. Starry night in particular captures
emotions, how Gogh was feeling at the time. He didn't simply draw what he could see but used his
imagination to embellish it, letting the viewer enter Gogh's inner dreams and nightmares.

Privacy  - Terms

https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/


8. Claude Monet, Waterlilies, 1906

Monet's ability to show both the real and an impression of the real changed the way art was
perceived. His depicting of changing light and use of paint was extraordinary. He captured
movement, passing time and nature. It was a new type of painting and changed the art world
significantly.

9. J.M.W Turner, The Fighting 'Téméraire, 1838

Turner helped landscape painting to gain importance, and focussed on the atmospherical affect of
sea, sky and weather through artistic technique. His paintings changed the way light was used and
influenced many artists that would come after him. He was very expressive, unlike his
contemporaries, but later became celebrated for his capturing of mood (and particularly loss) in
this painting.

10. Salvador Dali, Persistence of Memory, 1931

Dali's surrealist paintings welcomed those looking at the picture to enter a world of dreams,
confusion and imagination. His famous iconic melting clocks, distorted figures and bent branches
confound the viewer into entering the illusion and reading new meanings into paintings.
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Author

Which paintings do you feel most changed your world? Let us know!
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Mary Strickson

I love writing, blogging and reviewing on Voice and other online publications, covering a range of
topics but I especially love the arts, activism, film and theatre. When I am not writing I work as an
events photographer and artist/illustrator, as well as running workshops in schools and the
community, mostly with young people. I'm also a huge history nerd, have a History BA, Art History MA
and work in heritage. I love comics, superheroes and anything sci-fi.
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0 Comments

 (https://www.instagram.com/@MaryStrickson @ThePictureWhole) 

(https://www.twitter.com/@MaryEStrickson)
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