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Dear Mr Ginn

Vision Statement - Pen Urban Area

I refer to the recent meeting with representatives from your group regarding a vision statement for the peri
urban area along the NSW/ACT border. I apologise for the delayin responding.

Council considered the Department of Planning & Environment lopE) response to its request for
endorsement of the Yass Valley Settlement Strategy at its meeting on 24 October 2018. The Department
endorsed the strategy other than the transition zone/buffer area along the NSW/ACT border. However
Council resolved that:
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209 CoiTiur Street Yass
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The endorsement of the Yoss Volley Settlement Strotegy by the Deportment of Pionning &
Environment be noted.

The Deportment of Pionning & Environment be requested to reconsider its view on the
proposed Tronsition Zone or buffer oreo OS:

o. It is considered to be on essentiolelement of the Settlement Strotegy to. .

. Momtoin the rum1 10ndscope ond environmento1 volues of this oreo on the
OPProoches to ond deportures from Conberro

. Restrict speculotive urban development o10ng the NSW/ACT border

b, The South EOSt & Tobielonds Regionol Pion does not identify growth oreos for Yoss
Volley other than Porkwood. The Regionol Pion recognises that eoch Iurisd^^tion
PIOns for its own populotion growth ond the Settlement Strotegy detoils the
prioriti^SIor the growth oreos in Yoss Volley not provided form the Regionol PIOn

c. The Settlement Strotegy hos identified urban growth oreos at Yoss,
Murrumbotemon grid Porkwood. Cross border pinnning, OS outfinedin the Regionol
PIOn, should focus on these oreos only

d. The ACTPlonning Strotegy does notidentjfy ony cross border growth oreos to meet
its growth needs ond representotions mode by the ACTGovemment hone supported
the tronsition/buffer OPProoch outfinedin the Settlement Strotegy

Local Stote grid Federol Members be mode owore of Council's position in relation to
development ond growth for the Yoss Volley.
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Council has requested a joint meeting with DPE and ACT Planning to discuss further this element of
the strategy.

Council has already established its vision for Yass Valley and the area along the NSW/ACT border. In
addition Council has set its priorities for the projects to implement the strategy recommendations and
will scope these projects closer to when they are due to commence. in the interim the vision in the
strategy for the transition zone/buffer area to remain generally urialtered, protecting the identity and
containment of Gundaroo and Sutton settlements, protecting the biodiversity, important
environmental corridor and natural resources of the area, containing the urban growth of the ACT will
remain the Council's policy position in considering any development proposals,

Your group's paper outlines a possible process for developing an alternate vision and/or more detailed
plan for the area with a view to progressing planning ahead of Council s priorities. Your review of the
strategic context seems to suggest a vision based on rural residential development of the area which
is inconsistent with Council's current position for the area to remain largely urialtered. it is also
inconsistent with the South East and Tablelands Regional Plan Direction 25: Focus housing growth in
locations that maximise infrastructure and services, This direction states "Pressure for housing in NSW is
driven by ACTpoliciesfor more coinpoct settlement and housing offordobility. Demondforlower density or
semi-Furol housing in NSWis Ieoding to development proposols thot ore inconsistent with current pionning
strutsgies in oreos close to the NSW-ACT border- mostly within Yoss Volley Locol Government Areo. These
proposols could undermine sustoinoble urbon outcomes from identified new urbon oreos ond pigce undue
pressure on infrostructure cupocity. "

Your group is entitled to develop its own draft planning proposal and Council would consider it in light
of the current NSW Regional, ACT and Yass Valley planning strategies and form its view as to whether
or not the proposal should process to the next stage in the planning process. There are mechanisms
to have a decision of Council reviewed if you are dissatisfied with the outcome.

The process You outline for developing your vision and proposal is based largely on engaging with
elected representatives, This in my view needs to be balanced with a similar level of engagement with
planners and representatives of State agencies and Council. The DPE web site outlines the process for
Planning Proposals at htt s: WWW, Iannin .nsw. ov. au Plans for our-area Local Plannin and-
ZoriinR .

Yours sincerely

<::., - . , "^,,,... I,

Chris Berry
Director Planning
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