
Leger conducted a national online 
survey of 1,564 people over the 
weekend to seek opinions about the 
Liberal government’s Online News Act. 
The law, which comes into effect later 

this year, will force digital giants such 
as Google to compensate media outlets 
for content that is shared or otherwise 
repurposed on their platforms.
About three out of every four 

respondents said they were aware 
of the Online News Act, formerly 
known as Bill C-18, with 34 per cent 
of respondents saying the law is a 
good thing to help media outlets that 
compete for advertising dollars with 
tech giants.
In response to the bill, Meta removed 

news from its social platforms 
Facebook and Instagram, irking 
respondents of the survey.
Overall, 59 per cent of respondents 

agreed the company should restore 
access to news, and only 12 per cent 
agreed that Meta should be allowed 
to protest the legislation. “It is sort of 
interesting because there isn’t much 
opposition to the bill itself,” said 
Christian Bourque, executive vice 
president at Leger.
“There’s opposition to the fact they 

would not get their news whenever 
they want, wherever they want.”
The survey suggests that two out 

of every three Canadians think that 
news should be free and accessible to 
anyone, and “the struggling media have 
other ways to make money.”
That feeling was highest among 18 to 

34-year-olds, a group that mainly gets 
their news from social media.
Bourque said there’s a sentiment of: 

“It’s there, it’s out there. I should be 
entitled to have access to it.” He said 
this is a byproduct of the internet and 
the idea that it should give people 
universal access to whatever they want. 
The survey suggests that 43 per cent 

of Canadians support the bill, while 31 
per cent are opposed and 26 per cent 
don’t know enough about the situation 
to have an opinion.
The polling industry’s professional 

body, the Canadian Research Insights 
Council, says online surveys cannot be 
assigned a margin of error because they 
do not randomly sample the population. 
News companies have long relied on 
subscribers, viewers and advertisers to 
deliver revenues, but in recent years 
have watched each of those sources 
decrease.
The Canadian Media Concentration 

Research Project found Google and 
Facebook collectively accounted for 79 
per cent of an estimated $12.3 billion 
in online advertising revenue in 2021, 
and more than half of total advertising 
spending across all media.
News Media Canada has said that 

advertising revenue for community 
newspapers in the country dropped 
to $411 million in 2020 from $1.21 
billion in 2011. During that timespan, 
almost 300 papers either disappeared or 
merged with other publications.
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Hamas’s appalling attack on Israeli 
civilians has been widely described as 
the country’s “9/11 moment”. It is an 
appropriate description of such wanton 
cruelty. But the analogy carries a cau-
tionary note as well.
The US government lost the world’s 

sympathy, and the moral high ground, 
when its response to 9/11 degenerated 
into a highly abusive war in Iraq, sys-
tematic torture, and endless detention 
without trial in Guantánamo. The Is-
raeli government should be careful not 
to replicate this path to opprobrium. 
Indeed, such an abusive response may 
be exactly what Hamas wanted to pro-
voke.
Whose heart could not go out to the 

young people who gathered for an all-
night music festival in the desert, only 
to have the revelry broken at dawn by 
Hamas militants shooting people at ran-
dom and killing a reported 260? That 
massacre was compounded by Hamas’s 
slaughter in various Israeli communi-
ties bordering Gaza, its abduction of 
what appears to be 100 or more civilian 
hostages, and its indiscriminate rocket 
attacks into civilian neighborhoods.
Yes, Palestinians were understandably 

frustrated as Benjamin Netanyahu’s 
far-right government kept expanding 

the illegal settlements in the occupied 
West Bank and East Jerusalem, boxing 
in the people of Gaza with a punitive 
blockade, and imposing an discrimina-
tory and oppressive rule on millions of 
Palestinians under occupation that has 
been widely described as apartheid. To 
make matters worse, one Arab govern-
ment after another has been normaliz-
ing relations with Israel after at most 
token concessions to the Palestinians 
that did nothing to change their perse-
cution. Still, none of that justifi es resort 
to war crimes, as Hamas has done.
The Israeli government already seems 

to be fl outing those rules. The declared 
siege of Gaza, blocking food, water and 
electricity, violates the duty to allow 
humanitarian aid to civilians in need, 
as the people of Gaza certainly are as 
they suffer massive Israeli bombard-
ment. In the fi rst day of those airstrikes, 
the Israeli military targeted four large 
apartment towers. In the past, Israel 
has purported to justify such attacks 
because of an ostensible Hamas offi ce 
somewhere in the complex, but the ci-
vilian cost of rendering hundreds of 
Palestinians homeless is wholly dis-
proportionate. One attack hit a market, 
reportedly killing dozens. The UN says 
two hospitals have been hit.
In Gaza, the Israeli military is report-

edly fl attening neighborhoods after 
such warnings – attacks that not only 
endanger any civilians who remain 
but also seem more designed to punish 
the civilian population than to target 
Hamas fi ghters who impose their will 
on the people of Gaza by force.
There is also something cruel and 

If the Israeli government responds 
to this moment like George W Bush, 
it will soon follow the route of his 
government from global sympathy 
to global outrage

otherworldly about the Israeli govern-
ment’s warning to the people of Gaza 
to fl ee. Where? From one densely popu-
lated Gaza neighborhood to another as 
they are pummeled in turn? To Egypt, 
which has helped Israel reinforce the 
blockade and has shown no inclination 
to welcome the 2.2 million residents of 
the territory? After the warning, the 
Israeli military bombed the crossing 
to Egypt. And if people escaped Gaza, 
would Israel ever let them return, or 
would this be another one-way fl ight as 
in 1948?
Already we are hearing the usual re-

frain – that Hamas is responsible for 
the loss of civilian life because it is us-
ing civilians as “human shields”. But 
“shielding” refers to purposefully us-
ing the presence of civilians to prevent 
an attack, not mere fi ghting from urban 
areas, especially when that is what so 
much of Gaza is. Sometimes Hamas 
undoubtedly violates that rule, but the 
duty to protect civilians from harm lies 
foremost with the attacker.
Civilian deaths in Gaza are climbing 

rapidly and will undoubtedly soon far 
surpass the toll from Hamas’s initial 
attacks. Things will only get worse 
if Israel proceeds as expected with a 
ground invasion. The government will 
try to exculpate itself by saying that it 
is not deliberately killing civilians, as 
Joe Biden stressed in his remarks on 
Tuesday. 
But it makes little difference to the 

dead whether they were purposefully 
targeted or killed because of the Israeli 
government’s desultory compliance 
with international humanitarian law.
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A new survey suggests that most 
Canadians feel news should be free 
and accessible for anyone, while 
also believing that media will find 
other ways to make money.

Gaza City

Palestinian 
children wounded 
in Israeli strikes 
are brought to 
Shifa hospital 
in Gaza City on 
Wednesday. 
International 
humanitarian 
law dictates the 
rules combatants 
should follow 
– with a central 
tenet that ‘civil-
ians should not be 
targeted’
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called a ‘9/11 moment’. Therein 
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and more than half of total advertising 
spending across all media.
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advertising revenue for community 
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billion in 2011. During that timespan, 
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merged with other publications.
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editorial
Trump's "reciprocal 
tari�  on India" 
announcement in 
Congress speech

WASHINGTON - US President Donald 
Trump today reiterated his criticism of 
the "very unfair" tariffs imposed by India 
and other nations and announced that re-
ciprocal tariffs would take effect on April 
2. Trump aims to impose the same tariff 
rates on imports from foreign countries 
as those nations impose on US exports.
"Other countries have used tariffs 

against us for decades, and now it's our 
turn to start using them against those oth-
er countries," Trump said in his address 
to a Joint Session of Congress, the fi rst 
of his second term. 
Citing India as an example, Trump said, 

"India charges us auto tariffs higher than 
100 per cent."
Trump repeated his longstanding 

position that the United States must 
counter what he sees as inequitable trade 
policies. He said that his administration 
would "soon" impose reciprocal tariffs 
on countries such as India and China, 
echoing comments he made during Mo-
di's visit to Washington last month.
He said that he had made it clear to PM 

Modi that India would not be exempt 
from the new tariff measures. "Nobody 
can argue with me" on this, he added.

Cricket Canada in the Eye of 
the Storm

A Long-Awaited Triumph Followed 
by Turmoil 
In May 2023, Canadian cricket fans re-

joiced as Canada regained its ODI status 
after nearly a decade. Canada had previ-
ously qualifi ed for the 2011 ODI World 
Cup in India and Sri Lanka.
Following that World Cup, the ICC in-

troduced a new World Cricket League 
divisional structure, making it challeng-
ing for Canada to reclaim its ODI status. 
For those unfamiliar, associate teams
must fi nish in the top six of the ICC 

World Cricket League Division 2 tour-
naments to earn ODI status.
Canada’s rankings hit rock bottom in 

2017 when they were relegated to Divi-
sion 3 after losses to the USA and PNG. 
However, fortunes began to change in 
2022 when the board, led by Rashpal Ba-
jwa and Mohd. Sheikh, reinstated Pubu-
du Dassanayake as head coach.
Dassanayake had previously coached 

Canada when they last qualifi ed for the 
ODI World Cup in 2011 but resigned due 
to board’s interference in the team selec-
tion. After leaving Canada, he success-
fully guided Nepal and the USA to ODI 
status. Meanwhile, Canada continued to 
slide in rankings due to poor administra-
tion, a lack of merit-based selection, and 
inadequate facilities.
It was only after widespread public crit-

icism of the team’s performance that the 
board decided to bring back Dassanay-
ake in 2022. His return brought immedi-
ate improvements, culminating in Can-
ada regaining ODI status in 2023 after 
more than a decade. However, behind 
the scenes, power-hungry administrators 
driven by ego and personal agendas were 
scheming to take control of the board. 

A Board with a Hidden Agenda
In 2017, Salman Khan became presi-

dent of the Alberta Cricket Association. 
Since then, with the support of his close 
associates, Gurdeep Clair and Rohit 
Aggarwal from Edmonton, he has con-
trolled the Alberta Cricket Association 
for eight years. However, his ultimate 
ambition was to join the national gov-
erning body.
That opportunity arrived in 2023 when 

Vimal Hardat, then president of BC 
Cricket, aligned with Khan and Clair to 
ensure their chosen candidates entered 
the board. 
During the 2024 Cricket Canada AGM 

in Ontario, BC and Alberta succeeded 
in gaining control, and since then, these 

two factions have heavily infl uenced the 
board decisions, including the selection 
of coaches, players, selectors, and con-
tracts.
The new board, effectively led by Sal-

man Khan, swiftly overturned previous 
decisions. Their fi rst target was Coach 
Pubudu Dassanayake, recognizing that 
he would oppose non-merit-based se-
lections. Many board members, lacking 
cricketing acumen, relied on votes from 
players affi liated with specifi c clubs. Re-
moving Dassanayake became essential 
to their plan.
In early 2024, just before the T20 World 

Cup, the board attempted to orchestrate 
Dassanayake’s removal by pressuring 
players to sign a letter accusing him of 
abusive behavior.
The media caught wind of this con-

spiracy, forcing the board to back down. 
However, the board continued interfer-
ing with the team selection for its polit-
ical gain. After the T20 World Cup, as 
anticipated, Dassanayake’s contract was 
terminated. With no alternative, he took 
Cricket Canada to court for breach of 
contract.
The board, dominated by Alberta and 

BC factions, cited a lack of transparen-
cy in Dassanayake’s appointment—an 
accusation widely regarded as baseless. 
Ironically, they then appointed a new 
coach without any due process.
Meanwhile, in March 2024, two play-

ers instrumental in Canada regaining 
ODI status were inexplicably excluded 
from the T20 World Cup squad. They 
subsequently fi led complaints with Sport 
Dispute Resolution Centre of Canada 
(SDRC). Following an investigation, 
SDRC identifi ed serious fl aws in the 
selection process and directed Cricket 
Canada to rectify them.
The board complied but cunningly re-

placed the complainants with their own 
preferred players.
Adding to the turmoil, earlier this year, 

former Canadian women’s team cap-
tain Divya Rawat Saxena wrote to ICC 
Americas, criticizing the lack of training 
camps before ICC tournaments. She also 
accused key board members of mental 
harassment and abuse.
Further controversy erupted when Sal-

man Khan and the board abruptly termi-
nated their contract with Bombay Sports, 
the company managing GT20. Bombay 
Sports, despite instances of fi nancial 
mismanagement, had provided Cricket 
Canada with crucial funding for player 
contracts. This raises the obvious ques-
tion: why terminate the contract without 
a replacement in place?
Rumors suggest that the board is ne-

gotiating with National Cricket League 
(NCL), a banned entity, to take over 
GT20—even though ILT20, a reputable 
and established organization, had ex-
pressed interest in acquiring it.

The Rise and Fall of Salman Khan
As Khan solidifi ed his position, past 

controversies resurfaced. In 2017, after 
he left his role at the Calgary & District 
Cricket League (C&DCL) to become 
Alberta Cricket Association president, 
his successor, Sabeel Khan, discovered 
fi nancial irregularities and reported them 
to the police.
A police investigation commenced that 

year, and after seven years of evidence 
gathering, charges were fi nally laid 
against Salman Khan and his close asso-
ciate, Sayed Ali, in September 2024. De-
spite facing imminent legal consequenc-
es, Khan strategically installed himself 
as Cricket Canada’s CEO without any 
due process.
The entire board—including Presi-

dent Amjad Bajwa (BC), Vice President 
Gurdeep Klair (AB), Pawan Joshi (BC), 
Durriya Shabbir (ON), Praimp Persaud 
(ON), Charles Pais (QC), Maninder Gill 
(AB), and Rana Imran (SK)—supported 
Khan’s appointment, despite knowing 
criminal charges were forthcoming.

The Darkest Day in Cricket Cana-
da’s History
On February 6, 2025, after exhausting 

all possible delays, Salman Khan fi nally 
surrendered to Calgary police. He was 
charged and released on an undertaking.
Initially, the matter remained confi den-

tial, as police awaited the surrender of 
another suspect, who turned himself in 
on February 27. However, on March 12, 
Calgary police issued a media release, 
sending shockwaves across Canada. 
That day may go down as the darkest in 
Canadian cricket history.
Despite multiple civil litigations in-

volving fi nancial misconduct, Cricket 
Canada’s president told the Toronto Sun 
that the board continues to support Khan. 
Meanwhile, Khan posted on social me-
dia, claiming he had been charged with-
out being allowed to present his side of 
the story—an excuse suggesting either 
ignorance of Canadian law or an outright 
refusal to accept the severity of his situa-
tion. The board’s unwavering defense of 
Khan raises concerns of deeper complic-
ity. As of now, no action has been tak-
en against the criminally charged CEO, 
despite mounting pressure from the ICC, 
Sport Canada, and the sponsors.
Every passing day without action fur-

ther damages Cricket Canada’s repu-
tation and undermines confi dence in a 
sport already struggling to compete with 
the likes of baseball, basketball, and 
hockey.
It is now abundantly clear that since 

this board assumed control, controversy 
has been the norm. Their decisions con-
sistently suggest an agenda that benefi ts 
only a select few. And it doesn’t take 
much to fi gure out who those benefi cia-
ries are, does it?

Trudeau says call with 
Trump was 'colourful' 
and warns trade war will 
continue for 'foreseeable 
future'

OTTAWA - Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau said on Thursday that his phone 
call with U.S. President Donald Trump 
was "colourful" with moments of tension 
as the two hashed out how to bring the 
American-led trade war to an end.
Trudeau said negotiations are ongoing 

to secure some form of tariff relief for 
certain sectors, but warned there's no sign 
that Trump is willing to drop his levies 
entirely and it's likely a trade dispute will 
continue "for the foreseeable future."
Trudeau said there are ongoing discus-

sions to have all of the tariffs dropped 
until April 2, when Trump is expected to 
impose another layer of retaliatory tariffs 
on all countries he claims are ripping off 
the U.S. But those talks have not been 
fi nalized and Trudeau said he was reluc-
tant to comment until there is something 
concrete to announce.
The prime minister acknowledged that 

the 50-minute conversation between 
the two men on Wednesday was heated, 
but said it was a "substantive" call and 
that there could be a resolution to these 
issues, at least in the short term.
But Trudeau said over the longer term, 

Trump seems committed to tariffs.
"We will continue to be in a trade war 

that was launched for the U.S. for the 
foreseeable future," he said. Howard 
Lutnick, Trump's commerce secretary, 
told CNBC on Thursday morning that 
the president is weighing dropping all 
Canadian and Mexican tariffs until next 
month.

Canada’s Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
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