Exploring the Driftless Region with Students

The following provide a wealth of resources for use by educators desiring to enrich learning about the Driftless
Region through hands-on or place-based learning. While field trips may no longer be an option due to funding
and recent pandemic challenges parents may seek to visit nature centers and refuges with their children. You
might also call these centers to see if they do any virtual programming using Zoom or other video field trip
technologies.

Minnesota

1) Eagle Bluff Environmental Center htips://eaglebluffmn.org/

info@eagle-bluff.org
(507) 467-2437

28097 Goodview Drive
Lanesboro, MN 55949

Year-round environmental learning center located in rural southeastern Minnesota, just a few miles from the
small historic town of Lanesboro in Fillmore County, the heart of the Minnesota Driftless Region. The campus
is a two-hour drive from the Twin Cities, 45 minutes from Rochester, 45 minutes from Winona, and one hour
from La Crosse, WI. Find out what makes this center so extraordinary for school and overnight trips, summer
and family camps, team building, adult learning and continuing education, environmental education fellowship,
and public hiking and recreation. https://eaglebluffmn.org/resources/driftless/

The K-12 Residential Outdoor School Program is based on the belief that students learn best when they
engage directly with nature, learn through discussions, think like a scientist, and follow the learning cycle.

Lodging accommodations are available for overnight Outdoor School with 31 rooms accommodating up to
eight people. See https://eaglebluffmn.org/campus/lodging/ for more detailed information.

2) Niagara Cave https://www.niagaracave.com/

& 29842 County Hwy. 30
Harmony, MN 55939

Tel: 507-886-6606

Email: niagaracave@gmail.com

Located near Harmony, MN was discovered in 1924 and is one of two publicly
accessible limestone caves in Minnesota. Explore Minnesota’s karst topography found in the limestone
formations of this part of the Driftless Region. Karst topography features include sinkholes, springs,
disappearing streams, bluffs, and limestone cave systems. One hour mile long tours of the cave can be
arranged by calling Niagara Cave. Education rates are available for school groups.
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3) Mississippi River Visitor Center - https://www.nps.qgov/miss/planyourvisit/mrvcabou.htm
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120 Kellogg Blvd West
St. Paul, MN 55102
Phone: 651-293-0200

The Upper Mississippi River and related tributaries and watersheds are an essential part of the Driftless

Region defining the landscape and its river erosion and deposition features. Visit the Mississippi River Visitor
Center to see videos about the Mississippi National River and recreation and other parks within the National
Park system, interactive exhibits, reading nook, and Junior Ranger program. Exhibits explain Mississippi River
culture, biology, and history.

A Hamline University Center for Global Environmental Education online program for grades 3-5, Big River
Journey Online, is available via https://bigriverjourneyonline.org/  Explore the mysteries of the Mississippi
River through the education resources, videos, and activities and engage in a virtual trip on the Mississippi
River.

An extension scavenger hunt guided exploration activity is available as well called Waters to the Sea
Mississippi River Adventure htips://waterstothesea.org/mississippi/ Learning modules include the water
cycle, watersheds, water quality and ecosystems. A wonderful matrix of standards aligned resources (lesson
plans, YouTube playlists, panorama images, and interactives) for grades 5-8 found via
https://waterstothesea.org/mississippi/. Be sure to view the Educator Resources tab at the top of the page.

4) Visit the Scenic Overlooks

Students love to get outside and experience the Driftless Region through hikes and hands-on learning. The
Great River Road Overlooks provide opportunities for exploration, ecology, and wildlife viewing.

o Great River Bluffs State Park — https://bit.ly/3005but 43605
Kipp Drive, Winona, MN 55987 contains two Scientific and Natural
areas, King’s and Queen’s Bluff and panoramic views of the Mississippi
River Valley along with abundant wildlife, including more than 100
species of birds.
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e Brownsville, MN Overlook — Map link https://bit.ly/2S2cU58

This wildlife viewing area overlook is located approximately one mile south of Brownsville on U.S.
Highway 26, part of the Great River Road and Great River Blrdlng Trail.
http://wildlifeviewingareas.com/viewing- .
area/upper-mississippi-river-nwr-
brownsville-overlook-iba/

Brownsville Overlook is a hot spot for
wildlife viewing: eagles and pelicans,

coots and ducks, to tundra swans and
geese. Bird spotting cam link

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/upper mississippi river/weekly bird sightings.html

Wisconsin
1) Upper Mississippi River Visitor Center- National Wildlife and Fish Refuge
N5727 County Road Z, Onalaska, WI 54650

Visitor Services Specialist Katherine Julian@fws.gov 608 779 2391

Visitor Services Manager Hallie Rasmussen@fws.gov 608 779 2392

The USFWS Visitor Center offers Interactive exhibits, river walk, trails, prairie plants, and diverse wildlife
including bald eagles and waterfowl. Environmental education programs available to educators and students
by contacting Katie Julian or Hallie Rasmussen. The USFWS staff were featured in Decoding the Diriftless!

2) Necedah National Wildlife Refuge Visitor Center
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/necedah/visit-us

N11385 Headquarters Road
Necedah, WI 54646

(608)565-2551 voice

This US Fish & Wildlife Service Wildlife Refuge is
located in northern Juneau County, Wisconsin near the
village of Necedah and is more than 43,000 acres. It was established in 1939 and is famous as the northern
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nesting site for reintroduction of an eastern United States population of the endangered whooping crane.
Sedge, savannah, prairie and pine oak forest where a variety of wildlife and plants/trees are found including
trumpeter swans, wolves, badgers, woodpeckers, and butterflies. 110 species of migratory birds and 44
species of butterflies visit the Refuge yearly.

Educators are encouraged to visit https://www.fws.gov/nwrs/threecolumn.aspx?id=2147537575 for details on
field trips, classroom visits, virtual learning, and resources. Arrange for school groups, scouts, youth groups
and summer camps by contacting the Education Coordinator at 608-565-4403 or email: Necedah@fws.gov

Visitor Center Fact Sheet: https://www.fws.gov/uploadedFiles/greening%20fact%20sheet.pdf
Map of Visitor Center Trails: https://www.fws.gov/uploadedFiles/visitor%20center%20trails.pdf
Bird Check List: https://www.fws.gov/uploadedFiles/BirdChecklist(2).pdf

3) Driftless Area Land Conservancy — Land Trust of Southwest Wisconsin
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Driftless Area Land Conservancy
206 S. lowa Street

P.O. Box 323

Dodgeville, Wisconsin 53533
(608) 930-3252

Protecting private lands through conservation easements and educating, engaging and inspiring as well as
connecting them to the land. Focused on land protection and management at over 7,000 acres on 48 sites
in permanent protection status. Educational Programs Coordinator Emily Benz via email or call our office at
(608) 930-3252 to learn more about how to get outside with us. See
https://www.driftlessconservancy.org/education for education and outreach details.

Check the field trip link for scheduled events: https://www.driftlessconservancy.org/general-field-events
Driftless Trail information: https://www.driftlessconservancy.org/driftless-trail where you can hike a three

mile loop or a multi-day 50 mile loop Tower Hill, Governor Dodge, and Blue Mounds State Park.

5) Kickapoo Valley Reserve- http://kvr.state.wi.us/Home
Kickapoo Valley Reserve
S3661 State Highway 131
La Farge, Wisconsin 54639
Phone: 608-625-2960

i i Lying between Wildcat Mountain State
Park on the north and La Farge on the south, the Kickapoo Valley Reserve
comprises 8,589 acres in Vernon County, Wisconsin. The large reserve had
its origins as an Army Corp of Engineers flood control project. In 1996
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Congress directed the Corp to return 1200 acres to the former Native American inhabitants, the Ho-Chunk
Nation. The Kickapoo River snakes through the Reserve and is surrounded by hills, bluffs and rock
outcroppings.

The Visitor Center houses interactive museum exhibits and classroom space. http://kvr.state.wi.us/Education
Check the educational Learning Outside blog htips://kvrlearningoutside.blogspot.com/ Subscribe to KVR
Monthly events newsletter by sending an email to kickapoo.reserve@krm.state.wi.us

Subject head your email: Monthly events

Hands-on environmental education programs are offered for all ages. Schedule your school group
information http://kvr.state.wi.us/Education/Schedule-Your-Group or contact Jonel Kiesau, education
coordinator, at jonel.kiesau@wisconsin.gov or (608) 625-2965; the KVR office phone number is 608-625
2960.

6) Devil’s Lake State Park - https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/parks/devilslake

S5975 Park Rd.
Baraboo, WI 53913-9299
i 608-356-8301

4 This is a wonderful place to explore the glacial geology of
8 Wisconsin and contrast it to the adjacent non-glaciated
@ Driftless Region. This 9,000-acre Wisconsin State Park,
> - B = — often called the Gateway to the Driftless, is located in
Baraboo, Wlsconsm The Western part of DeV|I s Lake actually lies within the Driftless Region allowing a bird’s
eye view of both landscapes.

Devil’s Lake area is surrounded by bluffs which are the remnants of ancient mountains older than the Rocky
Mountains. They are often referred to today as the “Baraboo Hills.” These hills later became islands in tropical
seas. The area was glaciated during the past glacial period about 15,000 years ago. Potholes found a top East
Bluff were believed to be evidence of glacial meltwater erosion but are more likely to have formed long before
glaciers covered the area. Devils Lake was once a gorge of the Wisconsin River prior to the last Ice Age but
glaciers deposited materials and blocked the river forcing it to take a route east of the Baraboo Hills.

Educators may wish to view the video, Geology of Devil's Lake, by geologist and author Steven Baumann
which offers a nice walk-through tour covering some of the geologic highlights along the bluffs and rim at
Devil's State Park in Wisconsin. Also, see https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/parks/devilslake/geology and The Ice
Age Geology of Devils Lake State Park an excellent overview of the geology of Devil’s Lake
https://wgnhs.wisc.edu/catalog/publication/000184/resource/es035

A nature center (See https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/parks/devilslake/naturecenter) with educational programs
for families and school groups of all ages is available. School groups or people wishing to schedule a
program, or a nature center visit may contact the park naturalist, (608) 356-8301 Ext. 140, for details and
hours.

For all teachers seeking Environmental Education resources in Wisconsin
http://eeinwisconsin.org/core/newsl/list.aspx

For all teachers seeking Environmental Education resources in Minnesota
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/education/teachers/index.html and Minnesota Association for
Environmental Education https://minnesotaee.org/
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