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“DECODING THE DRIFTLESS” AWARDED 

“BEST PICTURE” AND “BEST CINEMATOGRAPHY” 
BY LOS ANGELES INDEPENDENT FILM FESTIVAL AWARDS 

 
LOS ANGELES, CA – The Midwest-produced feature-length documentary film, Decoding the 
Driftless, has been named “Best Picture” and “Best Cinematography” in the Documentary 
Feature category by the Los Angeles Independent Film Festival Awards (LAIFFA). 
 
Emmy Award-winning filmmakers George Howe and Tim Jacobson of Sustainable Driftless 
teamed up again with national TV series host Rob Nelson of Untamed Science to produce a 
feature-length film about the amazing origins and diverse natural and archaeological resources of 
the ruggedly beautiful Driftless Region. This time, the creative team added Swedish filmmaker 
Jonas Stenstrom of Untamed Science as director, six-time Emmy-winning wildlife 
cinematographer Neil Rettig, and YouTube sensation Mike a/k/a “PleaseStandBy” (formerly 
“ChimneySwift11”) with his 1.8 million subscribers. The team delivers extremely rare footage of 
natural phenomena and scenic beauty in the Driftless in a way never seen before. 
 
Attending filmmakers will receive VIP access to LAIFFA’s Red Carpet interviews and Award 
Ceremony where they can receive the award in front of a live audience during the annual event 
held on August 24, 2019, at Raleigh Studios, Hollywood, California. 
 
With Decoding the Driftless, viewers are taken on a wild ride of adventure above, on, and below 
the amazing Driftless Region through this film of exploration. Soar over ancient, rugged bluffs, 
skim the surface of primordial rivers, venture deep underground to secret worlds, marvel at 
sacred archeological treasures, hang perilously over massive rock cliffs, and travel across time 
itself to explore and decipher ancient clues of the unglaciated Driftless Region landscape, with 
its captivating scenic beauty. 
 
“The goal of both the Sustainable Driftless organization and the film is to inspire resource 
conservation, vibrant local communities, and sustainable growth in the region,” co-producer Tim 
Jacobson explained. “We see the Driftless Region as a remarkable international geo-tourism 
destination with huge untapped potential. We want the film to serve as a tireless cheerleader for 
this amazing land, both locally and abroad. Winning the ‘Best Picture’ and ‘Best 
Cinematography” awards in Hollywood helps us tremendously in elevating the significance and 
recognition of our beautiful and precious landscape.” 
 
Already, the film has been shown as an Official Selection at the Flyway Film Festival, Driftless 
Film Festival, Frozen River Film Festival, and Oneota Film Festival. At the Frozen River Film 
Festival in February, the documentary was a close runner-up for the People’s Choice Award. 
Recently, the film has been chosen as an Official Selection at the Cape May Film Festival, Docs 
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Without Borders Film Festival, and the Julien Dubuque International Film Festival, in addition to 
LAIFFA. Tens of thousands of people have viewed the film at festivals, theaters, community 
screenings, and educational events, and thousands of DVDs have been distributed. 
 
Links to more information about the documentary: 
 

Website and trailer: SustainableDriftless.org 
Facebook page: facebook.com/SustainableDriftless 
Twitter page:  twitter.com/SustainDriftles 

 
DVDs of the film can be purchased online at SustainableDriftless.org/store/ 
 
 
ABOUT SUSTAINABLE DRIFTLESS, INC. 
 
Sustainable Driftless, Inc. is a nonprofit organization dedicated to inspiring resource 
conservation, vibrant communities, and sustainable growth in the Driftless Region. The group 
believes that the region is an epic natural, cultural and historic treasure. While it is well known 
among some circles, it is widely unknown to most people outside the area despite having 
resources that could stand up to very-well-known assets such as Yellowstone National Park and 
the Smokey Mountains. By promoting its value to the local public, Sustainable Driftless believes 
it can help strengthen conservation efforts and serve as a catalyst to better ensure that local 
communities are vibrant and sustainable. And by promoting the Driftless Region’s value to the 
larger (global) public as a premier international geo-tourism destination, we can help ensure the 
landscape’s conservation by demonstrating its value as an economic engine for its rural 
communities and its thoughtful, sustainable use. 
 
 
ABOUT LOS ANGELES INDEPENDENT FILM FESTIVAL AWARDS 
 
The Los Angeles Independent Film Festival Awards is a monthly film festival with an annual 
live screening and award ceremony in the heart of Hollywood that celebrates creative work from 
around the world. See laiffawards.com 
 
 
ABOUT RALEIGH STUDIOS (Location of the Awards Ceremony) 
 
For over 100 years, Raleigh Studios has been home to Hollywood mavericks and filmmakers. 
Since 1915, film industry icons such as Charlie Chaplin, Douglas Fairbanks and Mary Pickford 
have called the Studio home. Films produced here include Ramona, The Mark of Zorro, The 
Three Musketeers, One Year To Live and Whatever Happened to Baby Jane. Our distinguished 
clientele also includes Best Picture Academy Award winners – The Best Years of Our Lives 
(1946) and In the Heat of the Night (1967). See raleighstudios.com 
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