


By BETTE KREPELIN
“There’'s a lot of history
. . .+ tucked away in all those
"~ " “canyons and hills out DeLuz
. .way,” wrote one observer. in
1877

A name that weaves -

through that -history like a
ygolden thread in a fine
‘tapestry is Garnsey. Tracing
that thread reveals much of
the DeLuz story from the
1880's to the present.

Felix and Teddy Garnsey of
Thousand Oaks Ranch are the
- third generation to farm the

rich soil of DeLuz. They do not,

seek attention from the press,
but have kindly consented for
-me to use 100 years of their
tamﬂy history and personal
experiences to tell the story of
" DeLuz.

The first settler ol Deluzis
= reported to have been a Mr.
Spring, who lived on the land
‘l% .l!udson Mineral Springs in

Staked claims
; -in the early 1880's
o ~homesteaders began to come
sl N to DeLuz to stake their claims

s Y PLER Amngmaeemisemm

4. .- .lafhers of Felix Garnsey.

“i s < James L. ‘Garnsey, a

.of Santa Ana-and a

. successful brick.maker,

.- _were Harry K. Day and -
James Louis Garnsey, grand-* " 7"

"silocated  under the outside

HISTORIC PHI(
Garnsey ranchi
built in the 188(
cupied by Jar
children Felix, -

* Mail service .
ldl service began in 1882 ]

wlth private families acting
" as postmaster. From 1910 to

1916, the post office was



. cgres of Theumatism,

neuralgia, deafness

have been highly es-
teemed by the Indians for
‘many years. . .Their

temperature fluctuates from -

. 80 two %0 degrees...They are

- . becoming very popular as a
‘‘summer resort, by business
en and families who desire
to camp, bathe, hunt and
rusticate in the mountains,
amid pleasant scenes, in
order to recuperate.”

, and for -
" .- all characters of humors.

/.- In 1916 Louis J.

Felix's father, built the eight.

- ' by-eight foot post office which .-

_became Enown as the
“‘smallest complete post of-

_ ., fice in the world” on his
. “property, and became post-
< master. -

e ~'~.1Ns'wnsthehmne6fthe

- ‘DeLuz post office until 1930, It
Was. moved several times
between 1930 and 1955 when it

~ closed and mail started com-

- ing via Fallbrook on a daily

basis. The old post office is
BOw used as a tool shed on the

THE GARNSEYS TODAY— Felix and Teddy .




y spans 100 years

The first house on the built in 1916 is shown standing in the yard (left
! (at left under trees) was foreground) and the shed at right, built in 1907,
ramp Day and later oc- was used to store muscat raisins. That shed is
d Edith Garnsey and now the center room in the present home of Felix
id Harry. The post office . and Teddy Garnsey.

T : - , ‘ The 1930s

-McManus property. , During the Great Depression life was a matter of survival.

_ ‘In the 1880’s the original On your own, that is. [ tanght junior high in Burbank while
DeLuz school classes were - , Felix gave up accounting courses and night banking to take
. heid in a small building on the over the family ranch, deep in mortgages. We were married in
Day: property. A wooden : 1934, and now that partnership still seems like a good ides.
framed school- was built in : 3 Life was pioneer-style: adjusting to kerosene lamps, outdoor
1888 on the Wilmot acreage . - : * plumbing, sad irens, cranky wood stove, “‘drip” refrigeration .
‘near- the west fork of DeLuz . frem an olla over a screen cage covered with gunny sacks, de-
ool o SEe ing laundry with washboard over an open fire (later there was :
12, Torn dow ..« - _ & machine witli Briggs-Stratten moter), making butter and .
“¥= V% cameey isrecorded .- - . cettage cheese, and “making de.” = e
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deen bused to Fallbrook - -
schools. The Fallbrook board

=:the DeLuz story over the last. 5 Lt e’ ' R The 1750'8 ;
oy, “Rimembecha B i e These were fullyears. Widflowers were prolifcaterthe 8
. -which she looks back over the T ‘"‘)' we began photographing in color (still our main
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§ dife she and Felix Garnsey - T - e— s and st B

have shared. foror 17 years of marriage we had electricity, and what a revolution

., The following are excerpts s, in house and fields! Becanse we raised so much, neighbors and

_from that letter: : **high school boys couldn’t do all the work, so we hired Mexicans

E through the Bracero program and built housing. Workers were

& protected by contracts with both governments, and they could
s stay only six months. :

Steve was always his dad’s right hand man; often his buddies

belped pick fruit; little boys pasted labels on boxes and learned

to work. a5 s

The Seniors had their all-night party bere in June, 1954, just '

as we had rebuilt the house, with the work done between crops. d

We had some cattle, drilled a new well in 195, and wished »

we hadn’t tried strawberries for two years. s
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had grapes (now on U-pick), cattle and blackeyes, we added

Indian corn, ornamental gourds and hardshell gourds. We hit
.=, - the boom in inedibles and could splurge some. A camper vaca-
.~ -tien in Hawaii was delightful.
. Theincredible experience was the 52 inches of rain in ‘63-69
- for a 68 year flood which did terrific damage; it took months of
to restore the dam.

Happily, Lisa was born in 1963 and Mike in 1968. What a joy
they've been. Deita was always ready to fly these grand-
parents! c .

During these years we were increasingly active in church, d
* Farm Bureau, Soil Conservation, Hospital Auxiliary and social .

T activities. - n

The 1970's
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pickers.,
“We did hardshell gourds wholesale and retaii and shipped 22 ;
te 4 foot containers to Hawaii. We met wonderful young peo- .
ple and artists and hated semi-retiring in 1977, but we wanted =
~ -mere freedom to travel. ; 5
; a dreadful fire storm ia 1975. Then 100-year
floods, with 132 inches of
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