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The History of Trains in De Luz 

  Asa Hebbert was the 1st agent 
when the Fallbrook station opened 
in April 1882.  He also was the Wells 
Fargo Agent and in December took 
over as postmaster for the Howe 
Post Office located at the depot.
People in De Luz had their mail 
picked up by Gramp Day starting as 
early as 1882. He hauled the mail 
with his buggy and horse Wanda. At 
first people of De Luz Canyon would 
leave their outgoing mail in the hollow 
of a big tree that grew near the hotel 
at Judson Mineral Springs. Gramp 
Day would take his buggy back and 
forth to the Howe Post office. Some-
times he would pick up groceries for 
people in the canyon. 
Article and photographs from the 
Fallbrook Enterprise

         Fallbrook Depot in Santa Margarita Canyon
Now located at the intersection of De Luz and Sandia Creek roads.
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Mineral Springs put De Luz on the Map

The area became a tourist attraction because of Judson’s Warm 
Mineral springs, a resort founded by Lemon Judson in 1881.

He built a four-room house near De Luz Creek at Fern Canyon.  
The mineral springs had been enjoyed by the Luiseno Indians 
for many years before Europeans arrived.

Judson built a rock and concrete wall around the pool and 
springs. He turned his residence into what he called “a boarding 
house” for visitors to partake of the springs and enjoy the near-
by woods and wildlife.

“The 80 to 90 degree water was enough of an attraction for the 
Southern California Railway to build a station in De Luz “accord-
ing to an article in a 1989 Times-Advocate article.

After getting off the train at the Fallbrook Station, visitors rode 
in a buggy to the resort.  A History of San Bernardino and San 
Diego Counties, published in 1883 by Wallace W. Elliot, boasted 
of “remarkable cures” offered by the waters for ailments, in-
cluding rheumatism ,neuralgia, deafness, and “all characters of 
humors.”

Lemon Judson died in 1889, a day short of his 82nd birthday.  
The hotel was sold to Kate S. Regan and converted to a private 
home in 1910. 

Hotel at Judson Warm Mineral Springs on De Luz Road
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Excerpts from the Fallbrook Line  By Richard V. Dodge printed in  the DISPATCHER, July 10, 1957

In 1880, the California Southern Rail Road was formed to build from National City north and eastward 
to San Bernardino, then on to a connection with the Atlantic & Pacific in California. No one knew where 
that point would be. With National City as the initial terminus, all equipment and materials had to be 
brought into San Diego Bay by ships. Ties came down the coast. Rails and fastenings were shipped in 
sailing vessels around Cape Horn from Belgium an Germany, The locomotives and some of the rolling
stock came from eastern states either around the Horn or overland to San Francisco and transferred 
to a boat there. By January 1881, surveyors, locating and staking the line, had advanced up the coast
to what is now Fallbrook Junction, then headed in a generally north-easterly direction up the Santa Mar-
garita River, reaching Hayden’s Ranch in April of that year.  Fallbrook Depot and the Post Office there 
was known as Howe.  Temecula Canyon presented formidable difficulties, both to railroad construction 
and operation. There were seven miles in the upper canyon through rock with almost perpendicular 
cliffs. A grade of over 140 feet per mile was required for three miles, the summit being at 970 feet ele-
vation. Many low bridges had to be constructed, the line crossing and recrossing the river many times. 
Hundreds of Chinese coolies or laborers, were brought in to work on the preparation of the roadbed. It 
was hot, dusty and the wind would blow a gale. One of the Chinese commented: “All the same Hellee, 
you bet.” 

“Fallbrook is a little Eden planted in the midst of inferno.”  Others were more favorably impressed.  The 
National City Record opined:  The person who would begrudge $9 for a round trip ticket... might be 
compared with the Southern Pacific Railroad Company - without a soul. The scenery through Temecula 
Canyon alone is well worth the price of the trip.”  And tourist acclaimed that “the best and most cheerful 
railroad eating house is the celebrated tent at Fallbrook, a delightful nook in Temecula Canyon”.



4

The map depicts a portion 
of the Southern Califor-
nia showing the proposed 
routes for all rail lines, 
California Southern Railway 
in particular. The Southern 
California Line ran from 
National City to Barstow and 
was a joint venture of South-
ern California and Atchison 
Topeka and Santa Fe.

On the map De Luz is located 
at the Judson Warm Mineral 
Springs Hotel. 
Fallbrook Station includes the 
Howe Post Office and is at 
the Santa Margarita River and 
Sandia Creek Road.
De Luz Station is at the con-
fluence of De Luz Creek and 
Santa Margarita River (cur-
rently on Camp Pendleton).
Fallbrook is the town of 
Fallbrook.
Fallbrook Junction is where 
the train turns north from 
Oceanside.
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The final route of the Southern California train
While the railroad was 
being built, there were 
small depots where 
supplies and building 
materials  would be 
left. Building tracks 
would continue on. 
Later these small de-
pots would have mail 
and other supplies 
dropped off from time 
to time but usually no 
buildings would be 
built. Gravel Depot, 
Ysidora, Ranch 
House, De Luz, and 
Ranchita were such 
depots.  Thanks to 
Rod Stuart at the 
Fallbrook Historical 
Society for this and 
much more informa-
tion.
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Between De Luz and Fallbrook Station the Santa Margarita River was crossed four times by means of 
“Floating Bridges.” The first one was a quarter of a mile above the De Luz station. Two more were on a 
short horseshoe curve a mile farther on, and the fourth was near Fallbrook Station. These bridges lay 
flush with the river bottom, the track sloping down approaching them on a four or five percent grade, 
and leaving the river on the opposite side on the same gradient.

The two bridges on the horseshoe curve were 50 and 100 feet in length respectively, and were so close 
together that the track took on a roller coaster aspect. Extreme skill was required in both the use of 
the throttle and air brake in getting trains over this piece of track. Too heavy a brake application would 
result in the train stalling in the river bottom, and too light an application might result in derailment. Both 
engine and cars rocked alarmingly over these bridges.

As to the construction of the bridges, piling was driven in four rows across the river, flush with the sand. 
Large timbers or caps were laid across the tops of these piles. On top of these cross caps, stringers 
were placed parallel to the track, but not fastened to the caps. The rails were spiked directly to these 
stringers instead of ties. The track gauge was maintained by several three quarter inch, or larger, iron 
rods, threaded at both ends, and fastened with bolts and lock washers, through holes bored in the web 
of the rail.

The idea was not so much to save the bridge, but their floating on the surface as the water rose, but 
more, that when debris piled up against them to form a dam, the rails on one side of the river would 
pull loose and allow them to swing down stream parallel with the river. When the water receded they 
could be pulled back into position. In event the whole bridge was lost down stream, there would be no 
great financial burden in replacing it.

During high water it was the custom to stop the train before crossing any of the bridges. The brakeman 
would don hop boots, take a long pole and cross ahead of the train, prodding to see if the stringers 
were still resting on the cross caps. If all were well the train would dive down into the river and follow 
him across.
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But the Southern Pacific Railroad in those days was not a friendly railroad. In February 1884, it rained 
and rained. Floods poured down Temecula Canyon and dozens of other susceptible places. R. V. 
(Dick) Dodge was the engineer on the last passenger train out of National City.  A point just down 
the stream from Fallbrook was reached when a bridge went out.  An attempt was made to back the 
train to Oceanside, but the track had become impassable. The train was stranded. Six days later one 
passenger got back to San Diego, having walked most of the way. He reported that the railroad had 
made no effort to rescue the passengers or the mails. The crew remained with the train several days, 
subsisting, according to Victor Westfal of Fallbrook, on gophers and the like, then walked back. 

Much of the California Southern’s roadbed was a shamble, eight of the twelve miles through the can-
yon were completely washed out. Ties and bridge timbers were found floating out in the Pacific ocean. 
The railroad, as a separate corporation, was bankrupt. Assessments were levied on the stockholders 
and bondholders had to exchange their First Liens for income bonds.

In January 1916 after a prolonged drought, catastrophic flooding washed away the station and all the 
tracks. This was the end of train service in the Santa Margarita Canyon.

Santa Fe built a new line up on higher ground. From Oceanside, the railway ran across Rancho Santa 
Margarita (today’s Camp Pendleton) to service Fallbrook’s new olive and citrus packing houses. The 
train ran through the center of Fallbrook to the new Santa Fe station on Alvarado Street beginning in 
1917 until it permanently ceased in 1982.
Photographs from the Fallbrook Historical Society
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Before and after Flood
The Fallbrook train station in the Santa Margarita River bed at the bottom of De Luz Road before the 
“Big Flood” in the winter of 1916.

The same area following the disastrous flood which washed out the station. The freight house 
and the five train cars were washed away and never found.
Photographs from the Fallbrook Historical Society
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Road Widening -- The De 
Luz Road, which led from 
downtown Fallbrook to the 
train station in the Santa 
Margarita River bottom, was 
widened to  order to enable 
the train cars to be brought 
up from the river bottom to 
Fallbrook.  A team of five 
men and four horses with 
the use of heavy equipment 
brought the engine and ten-
der and ten cars up the road 
to a new station on Alvarado 
Street, the station was built 
in 1917.
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Photograph from the Fallbrook Historical Society 
For more information see The Train Through Santa Margarita Canyon in the 2022 Winter Edition of the 
Fallbrook Historian
https://www.fallbrookhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022-T-Winte-Historian.pdf

https://www.fallbrookhistoricalsociety.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/12/2022-T-Winte-Historian.pdf
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Fallbrook Depot in Santa 
Margarita Canyon 


