January 4, 2026

Welcome te cur Sarnish Saint Benedict the Maax
Bienvenides a nuestra pavoquia San Benito. el mare

Rectory and Parish
1625 E. 12th St.
Winston-Salem, N.C. 27101
Phone: 336-725-9200

Fr. Melchesideck Yume

Udministrater
Readings of the Day Lectura, as de Hoy
Isaiah/Isaias 60:1-6 ’ Isaias 60:1-6
Psalm 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13(R/.cf. Epiphany of Salmo 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-11, 12-13(R/.cf.
Psalm 72:11) Psalm 72:11)
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6 t‘be Lo‘rd Efesios 3:2-3a, 5-6

Matthew 2:1-12 Mateo 2:1-12

St. Benedict the Moor Mission Statement: Serving the spiritual needs of Catholics in and beyond the
East Winston-Salem Community.

Feast of the Epiphany




Saint Benedict the Moor
Website: stbenedicttfiermoor.net

Office Hours: 9:00AM-3:00 PM Monday - Friday Offertory December 28, 2025
If you would like to make an appointment with ~ Offertory ...................... $ 3,005.00
Father Yumo: MWYumo@rcdoc.org or call Votive Candles ................. $ 44.00
336-725-9200 Bldgs. & Grounds.............$  300.00
Parish Office: Parish Office: 336-725-9200 DSA........... $ 475.00
Business Manager: Carolyn Richards
stbenswscr@gmail.com 2025 DSA Goal: $18,358.00
Music Ministry: Amount Paid: $ 17,706.51
Organist: Lois Jones Amount Due: $ 651.49
Choir Director: Arlene Glymph
Saint Monica Guild: Charlesetta Taylor Priests’ Retirement Goal - $4,737.00
Saint Ann Altar Guild: Paid - $3,230.00
Altar Servers: Willie King Due - $1,507.00
African Affairs Ministry: Lorraine Mortis
Coordinadora del Ministerio Hispano: Sergio Pray for our sick and homebound/Orar por
Lopez (Bodas, Quinceaiiera) 336-529-3748 nuestros enfermos y confinados en casa
Hispanic Youth Coordinator: Angelica Leonides :
336-837-7143 Please hold in your hearts and prayers those who

Hispanic Ministries: are sick, aging or homebound. Contact infor-
Hispanic Faith Formation: Teresa Pedraza - 336 mation is available in the church office. Inform
-986-5540 the church office of parishioner illness or
hospitalization.

Hispanic Music Ministry: Andres Hernandez .
Reginald Alexander

Parish Council Chairman: Harold Holmes - )
holmes@wfu.edu Kathy. Stitts
Parish Council Vice-Chair: Angelica Leonides - Veronica Broadnax

336-837-7143 - Deidre Berry
Also, pray for all the lonely and homeless, and all

our loved ones who have gone before us.

Holy Mass Schedule

Sundays - 9:00 AM - English
2:00 PM - Spanish

Weekday Masses
Mondays - 12:15 PM
Thursdays - 12:15 PM
Fridays - 12:15 PM

Sacrament of Penance
Before all Masses

Adoration
Wednesday 10:00 PM through Thursday
12:00 PM (noon)



Sundays Reflection

We have just read the main infancy narrative in
Matthew’s Gospel. It is the most engaging legend of three
men from the East who follow the star to Jesus, whom they
reverence as the newborn king of the Jews. On Christmas
day, we read a very different infancy narrative in Luke’s
Gospel. Itis the most wondrous story about the birth of a
poor and humble Jesus, whom the shepherds come to know
as Savior and Messiah (cf. Luke 2:11). These are the only
two fully developed infancy narratives in all the Gospels;
Mark and John have no infancy narratives at all. There are
two ways of approaching these narratives. In the past our
approach was to reflect on these events and interpret them
in a devout and spiritual way. The modern scriptural
approach is very different. It understands them from the
perspective of redaction criticism. The redactor is the
author of the Gospel, the evangelist who wrote it; the
material he chooses to use and the particular way he
develops it in his Gospel is redaction criticism. In other
words, redaction criticism starts with the elements
deliberately chosen by the Gospel writer and asks: What
does Matthew want to tell us here? What is the meaning of
the symbols chosen by him? What is the Christological
significance of these narratives and symbols? Or more
simple yet: Matthew constructed these symbolic narratives
for a profound purpose; we need to discover his purpose
and follow his emphasis.

Let us try to do that now with Matthew’s narrative of the
Epiphany. Consider the important elements that Matthew
presents to us. First, there is the star. In the Near East,
people commonly thought that each individual had his or her
own star; very important people were born under special
stars. Even in our day, we speak of being “born under a
good star,” and so having a favorable horoscope and future.
In the Book of Numbers, Balaam prophesies: “A star shall
advance from Jacob” (Numbers 24:17). The popular notion
was that when the Messiah appears, the star of Jacob
would rise and be recognized by some. So Matthew wants
us, his readers, to recognize the long-awaited Messiah.
Second, there ar Magi. The prophecy of Isaiah (in our First
Reading) speaks of “Caravans of camels . . ./ . . . bearing
gold and frankincense / and proclaiming the praises of the
Lord.” The Magi from the East remind Matthew’s readers
that Christ is the Savior of the Gentiles. (Recall that at the
time of his Gospel, after 80 AD, the church was growing fast
in the Gentile world.) Third, there are gifts. As in the Psalm
72 (vv.10-11): “The kings of Arabia . . .shall bring tribute. /
All kings shall pay him homage, / all nations shall serve
him.” For he is the long-awaited royal king, even at birth; he
is properly recognized by the great leaders of the earth.
Finally, there is Herod the Great. He reminds believers of
the hostility of Herod and his successors shown to Jesus
both at his birth and his death. Along with him, the
inhabitants of Jerusalem are also against Jesus. Together
they represent the common hostility to Christ in the first
century.

Now we see what Matthew deliberately chooses to teach
the readers in his day with this legendary narrative: the
emphasis is on the long-awaited Messiah who is the fulfill-
ment of all the prophecies and is the incomparable King and
Savior; and secondly, he stresses the simple sincerity of the
Magi and their generous love of Jesus, despite heavy
opposition.

Matthew’s message for us today is similar. He proclaims
that we are to follow this Savior of the entire world with
sincere loyalty and generous love. In that spirit, let us
respond today by bringing Jesus the gift of ourselves; let us
try even more to make him the center of our life; let us
simply follow him as our only King and Lord.

Acabamos de leer el relato principal de la infancia en el Evan-
gelio de Mateo. Se trata de la cautivadora leyenda de tres hombres
de Oriente que siguen la estrella hasta Jesus, a quien veneran como
el recién nacido rey de los judios. El dia de Navidad, leemos un re-
lato de la infancia muy diferente en el Evangelio de Lucas. Es la
historia mas maravillosa sobre el nacimiento de un Jesus pobre y
humilde, a quien los pastores llegan a conocer como Salvador y
Mesias (cf. Lc 2,11). Estos son los Uinicos dos relatos de la infancia
plenamente desarrollados en todos los Evangelios; Marcos y Juan
no tienen relatos de la infancia. Hay dos maneras de abordar estos
relatos. En el pasado, nuestro enfoque consistia en reflexionar so-
bre estos acontecimientos e interpretarlos de forma devota y
espiritual. El enfoque biblico moderno es muy diferente. Los en-
tiende desde la perspectiva de la critica de la redaccién. El redactor
es el autor del Evangelio, el evangelista que lo escribid; el material
que elige utilizar y la forma particular en que lo desarrolla en su
Evangelio constituyen la critica de la redaccion. En otras palabras,
la critica de la redaccion parte de los elementos elegidos deliber-
adamente por el evangelista y se pregunta: ;Qué nos quiere decir
Mateo aqui? ;Cudl es el significado de los simbolos que escogié?
¢;Cudl es el significado cristolégico de estas narraciones y simbo-
los? 0, mas simple atin: Mateo construy6 estas narraciones sim-
boélicas con un propésito profundo; necesitamos descubrir su
proposito y seguir su énfasis.

Intentemos hacer eso ahora con la narracién de Mateo sobre la
Epifania. Consideremos los elementos importantes que Mateo nos
presenta. Primero, estd la estrella. En el Cercano Oriente, la gente
comunmente pensaba que cada individuo tenia su propia estrella;
personas muy importantes nacian bajo estrellas especiales. Incluso
en nuestros dias, hablamos de "nacer bajo una buena estrella”, y
por lo tanto tener un horéscopo y un futuro favorables. En el Libro
de los Numeros, Balaam profetiza: "Una estrella avanzard desde
Jacob" (Numeros 24:17). La nocion popular era que cuando
apareciera el Mesias, la estrella de Jacob se elevaria y seria recono-
cida por algunos. Por eso, Mateo quiere que nosotros, sus lectores,
reconozcamos al Mesias tan esperado. Segundo, estdn los Reyes
Magos. La profecia de Isaias (en nuestra Primera Lectura) habla de
"Caravanas de camellos... / ... que llevaban oro e incienso / y
proclamaban las alabanzas del Sefior". Los Magos de Oriente
recuerdan a los lectores de Mateo que Cristo es el Salvador de los
gentiles. (Recordemos que en la época de su Evangelio, después del
afio 80 d. C,, la iglesia crecia rdpidamente en el mundo gentil). En
tercer lugar, estan los dones. Como en el Salmo 72 (vv. 10-11):
«Los reyes de Arabia... traeran tributo. / Todos los reyes le
rendirdn homenaje, / todas las naciones le servirdn». Porque él es
el rey real largamente esperado, incluso desde su nacimiento; es
reconocido debidamente por los grandes lideres de la tierra. Final-
mente, esta Herodes el Grande. El recuerda a los creyentes la hos-
tilidad que Herodes y sus sucesores mostraron hacia Jesus tanto en
su nacimiento como en su muerte. Junto con él, los habitantes de
Jerusalén también estan en contra de Jesus. Juntos representan la
hostilidad comtn hacia Cristo en el primer siglo. Ahora vemos lo
que Mateo deliberadamente elige ensefiar a los lectores de su dia
con esta narracion legendaria: el énfasis esta en el Mesias larga-
mente esperado que es el cumplimiento de todas las profecias y es
el incomparable Rey y Salvador; y en segundo lugar, destaca la
simple sinceridad de los Magos y su generoso amor por Jesus, a
pesar de la fuerte oposicion.

El mensaje de Mateo para nosotros hoy es similar. Proclama que
debemos seguir a este Salvador del mundo entero con sincera
lealtad y amor generoso. Con ese espiritu, respondamos hoy of-
reciendo a Jesus nuestro don de nosotros mismos; esforcémonos
adn mas por convertirlo en el centro de nuestra vida; sigdmoslo
simplemente como nuestro Uinico Rey y Sefior.



Weekly Mass Intentions and
Readings
Monday, January 5

Raigan Rezzo’s Birtheday and
Joseph P. Rezzo

1 John/Juan 3:22—4:6
PsalmSalmo 2:8ab,
Matthew/Mateo 4:12-17, 23-25

Tuesday, January 6

1 John/1 Juan 4:7-10
Psalm/Salmo cf. Psalm/Salmo 72:11
Mark/Marcos 6:33-44

Wednesday, January 7

1 John/1 Juan 4:11-18
Psalm/Salmo cf. Psalm/Salmo 72:11
Mark/Marcos 6:45-52

Thursday, January 8
'l' Repose of the Soul of Tommy Neelon

1 John/1 Juan 4:19—5:4
Psalm/Salmo cf. Psalm/Salmo 72:11
Luke/Lucas 4:14-22

Friday, January 9
_l_ Repose of the Soul of Edward Neelon

1 John/1 Juan 5:5-13

Psalm/Salmo 147:12a
Luke/Lucas 5:12-16

Saturday, January 10

1 John/1 Juan 4:14-21
Psalm/Salmo 149:4a
John/Juan 3:22-30

Sunday Mass Intentions

9:00 am Mass Repose of the soul of .l.

Tommy Neelon

Daily Lectors: @
Monday: Open

Friday: Gabriella Holland ‘l

Thursday: Glenn Lanham

Sunday Lectors

January 4: Gabrielle Mortis
January 11: Denise Warner
January 18: Rose Hinson
January 25: Bernardo Carrillo

FORMED — Enrich Your Spiritual Life

This week on Formed
-Heresies // Herejias
-What Catholics Believe // Lo que creen los catélicos
-Divine Mercy Chaplet | Franciscan Friars of the Renewal // Coronil-
la de la Divina Misericordia | Frailes Franciscanos de la Reno-
vacién
-Catholic Saints // Santos catdlicos
‘Triduum: A Spiritual Pilgrimage // Triduo: Una peregrinacion
espiritual
-Jesus, I Trust in You: Divine Mercy Chaplet // Jesus, en ti
confio: Coronilla de la Divina Misericordia
-Littlest Saints—Our Lady of Guadalupe & St. Juan Diego
-Los santos mas pequeiios: Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe
y San Juan Diego
-That Time Mary Changed History
-Esa vez que Mary cambi6 la historia
-Guadalupe —The Miracle and the Message
-Guadalupe: El milagro y el mensaje
-Adventus—A Spiritual Pilgrimage
-Adventus: Una peregrinacién spiritual
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https://app.formed.org/app/videos/768934

