
The Pinchot Eagle

2025 photo patch winners 

3 R D  P L A C E :  E L I Z A B E T H  G I L B E R T

1 S T  P L A C E :  G R E G  R O S S

2 N D  P L A C E :  D AV E  M C C L L O U G H

 J A N - M A R  2 0 2 6 ,  I S S U E  5 1                   V O L U N T E E R                                       G I V E  N O W

p a t c h e s  a v a i l a b l e  s o o n !

https://friendsofpinchot.org/home
https://friendsofpinchot.org/volunteer
https://friendsofpinchot.org/membership%5Cdonation


VERNAL POOL WALKS
Learn about the ecology of a vernal

pools and explore the different types of
critters that call these forest ponds

home.
                                      

MEET AT
 CAMPGROUND OFFICE

7PM
MARCH 27

APRIL 3
APRIL 10
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wildflowers, salamanders, and birds - oh my!

WILDFLOWER WALKS

Learn about the many early 
bloomers that soak up the spring light

at Pinchot State Park! 

Meet at Conewago Day Use Area -
Sunnyside Pavilion for these 1.5-2hr

walks.
APRIL 2 @ 1PM

APRIL 11, 16, 21, 30 @ 10AM
MAY 10 @ 2PM

BIRD WALK
MEET AT CAMPGROUND PARKING LOT

8AM
MAY 1

RAINDATE MAY 8

NATIVE PLANT SALE 
SUNDAY, MAY 17; 11-2pm

Conewago Day Use Area -
Sunnyside Pavilion 

S C A N  F O R  A
D I G I T A L  C O P Y

O F  T H I S
N E W S L E T T E R

https://maps.app.goo.gl/MsKmBkGCTQoNENnv6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/1Dm6ZDDQj81yUZ9w7
https://maps.app.goo.gl/MsKmBkGCTQoNENnv6
https://maps.app.goo.gl/1Dm6ZDDQj81yUZ9w7


F r o m  A p r i l  t h r o u g h  O c t o b e r ,  F r i e n d s  o f  P i n c h o t  
w i l l  h o s t  e v e n i n g  T r a i l  C a r e  e v e n t s  o n  t h e  
s e c o n d  T u e s d a y  o f  e a c h  m o n t h .  E a c h  e v e n t  w i l l  
l a s t  a b o u t  t w o  h o u r s  ( ± 3 0  m i n u t e s ) .

O u r  f i r s t  g a t h e r i n g  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  o n  A p r i l  1 4 ,  2 0 2 6 .  W e  w i l l  m e e t
a t  5 : 0 0  P M  a t  t h e  A D A  F i s h i n g  R a m p ,  l o c a t e d  a t  t h e  n o r t h e a s t
e n d  o f  t h e  Q u a k e r  R a c e  D a y  U s e  A r e a .
F o r  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  s p r i n g  e v e n t s ,  w e  w i l l  m e e t  a t  5 : 0 0  P M  a t  t h e
E n v i r o n m e n t a l  L e a r n i n g  C e n t e r  ( E L C ) ,  l o c a t e d  o n  G r a v e l  T r a i l  a t
t h e  s o u t h  e n d  o f  t h e  C o n e w a g o  D a y  U s e  A r e a .
C o m e  w h e n  y o u  c a n !  I f  y o u  a r r i v e  a f t e r  5 : 0 0  P M  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  t h e
w o r k  l o c a t i o n  w i l l  b e  p o s t e d  a t  t h e  A D A  F i s h i n g  R a m p  ( f o r  t h e
A p r i l  1 4 t h  d a t e ) ,  o r  a t  t h e  E L C  e n t r a n c e  f o r  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  d a t e s .
P l e a s e  w e a r  s t u r d y  s h o e s  a n d  b r i n g  y o u r  o w n  g l o v e s ,  i n s e c t
r e p e l l e n t ,  a n d  w a t e r .  L i m i t e d  s u p p l i e s  m a y  b e  a v a i l a b l e  i f
n e e d e d .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  s t e a d y  r a i n ,  t r a i l  w o r k  w i l l  b e  c a n c e l l e d .

P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  j o i n i n g  u s  a s  w e  w o r k  t o w a r d  o u r
g o a l  o f  “ G e t t i n g  t h e  h i k e r s  o u t  o f  t h e  m u d ! ”

P L A N S  F O R  2 0 2 6

I n  2 0 2 5  w e  h a v e  r e p a i r e d  o v e r  1 4 0 0 f t  o f  t r a i l  a n d  a d d e d
2 4  s t r u c t u r e s  t o  h e l p  m a n a g e  w a t e r  m o v e m e n t !
T h i s  h a s  h e l p e d  t o :  
 -  R e d u c e  e r o s i o n  a n d  s e d i m e n t a t i o n  
 -  S l o w  t h e  f l o w  w h e r e  p o s s i b l e
 -  E l i m i n a t e  t r a i l  e x p a n s i o n  
 -  P r o t e c t  n a t i v e  p l a n t s  
 -  M a k e  r e p a i r s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  a  m i n i m a l  l e v e l  o f  e f f o r t  t o
m a i n t a i n .  
T h i s  e f f o r t  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  t h e
s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p a r k  m a i n t e n a n c e  s t a f f ,  c o r p o r a t e
v o l u n t e e r  g r o u p s ,  K e y s t o n e  T r a i l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  M a s t e r
W a t e r s h e d  S t e w a r d s ,  t h e  P A  O u t d o o r  C o r p s  a n d  m a n y
F r i e n d s  o f  P i n c h o t  v o l u n t e e r s .  

Our Sawyers
responded to 37

reports of
downed trees in

2025.

friends don’t let friends hike in the mud
2 0 2 5  R E C A P

new
volunteer

opportunity
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hello to new board
members, thank you to

outgoing board members

meet alicia
“We are fortunate to have

such a beautiful State Park
right in our backyards. I

look forward to serving on
the board and helping grow
awareness so together we

can keep our park beautiful
for generations to come!”

The Friends of Pinchot warmly welcome two new board
members, Alicia Bracken as Social Media and Website

Coordinator, and Denny Daughtery as Secretary. Thank you
for stepping into these leadership roles and helping to steer
our organization through the next year. Alicia will be serving

on the Friends of Pinchot Funding and Outreach
Committee, generating content for social media outreach,
and managing our website. Look for her artistic touch on
postings about events and volunteer opportunities in the

park. Denny will be responsible for recording the minutes of
board meetings and handling other administrative tasks.

The Secretary position is vital to keeping our board
organized and on track on the goals we establish for our

work this year in the park.
 We would also like to express our gratitude to three board
members who retired from the board at the end of 2025,

Terry Christopher, Jim Grove, and Karen Tynes. Terry served
on the board for 9 years, filling many roles including Chair,
Volunteer Coordinator, Website Manager, and Social Media

coordinator. Terry will continue working with other
dedicated volunteers on the Trail Care Committee and

helping spread the word about our organization at
outreach events. Jim served on the board for sixteen years!

Jim has been instrumental in running the firewood sale
program in the campground. This has been our largest
fundraiser over the years and has helped to fund many

improvements in the park. Jim will continue volunteering
with the firewood program, so look for him in the

campground helping stack wood (Tuesday mornings)
through camping season. Karen served on the board for 5

years, filling the roles of Membership Coordinator and
Secretary. Karen will continue her work with the Friends of
Pinchot Sawyers, clearing trails of fallen trees, and helping
keep our trails safe and accessible. Our deepest thanks to

these three stellar volunteers, who have improved the
recreational opportunities, environmental health,

educational outreach, and more at Pinchot Park through
their time, talent, and hard work.

"Growing up, my family
spent many weekends at

Pinchot, and now as I
teach my sons to enjoy

and appreciate creation,
I'm looking forward to

joining in the important
work to care for the park
as a precious resource for

our community and future
generations."

meet denny



capi ta l  area 
po lar p lunge

F E B  2 8  

GULLIVER’S
RUN

F I G H T I N G
C A N I N E  C A N C E R

N O V  2

f i rs t
day
hike
J A N  1
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T h e  p l u n g e
s u p p o r t s  v i t a l
p r o g r a m m i n g

f o r  p e o p l e
w i t h

i n t e l l e c t u a l
a n d

d e v e l o p m e n t
a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s

i n  o u r
c o m m u n i t y .

https://plungepa.org/plunge/capital-area/
https://gulliversrun.org/
https://gulliversrun.org/


be in touch

https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofPinchot
(717) 432-5011  

friendsofpinchot@gmail.com
friendsofpinchot.org
2200 Rosstown Road,

Lewisberry, PA 17339, United States

Jim Hugar, Chair
Betsy Leppo, Co-chair

Tammy Klunk, Treasurer
Denny Daugherty, Secretary

Alicia Bracken, Social Media and Website
Coordinator

Joyce Gayman, Membership and Volunteer
Coordinator

Phyllis Crooks, Firewood Sales Coordinator

*Two board positions are currently vacant -
please contact us for more information about

these board opportunities.

Newsletter editor: Abby Leese

advisory board

be a friend
N o t  y e t  a  f r i e n d  o f

P i n c h o t ?
M a k e  a  y e a r l y  g i f t  o f

a s  l i t t l e  a s  $ 1 5  p e r
y e a r  a n d  s u p p o r t
t h e  p a r k  a n d  g e t

t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r
d e l i v e r e d  t o  y o u r

i n b o x  r e g u l a r l y !  F i n d
o u t  m o r e  h e r e !
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https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofPinchot
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofPinchot
https://friendsofpinchot.org/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/xPJYVVhoXdNC6xXMA
https://maps.app.goo.gl/xPJYVVhoXdNC6xXMA
https://friendsofpinchot.org/membership%5Cdonation
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