
On April 23, a ceremony was held to celebrate DCNR’s 30th anniversary as well unveil
the completed Quaker Race Day Use Area Sustainability project. The project marks the
completion of DCNR’s 30th solar installation, with 5 solar canopy structures-- one of
which is an ADA accessible solar pavilion. This new solar installation in addition to the
existing solar array at the STP area take the park to net-zero. This project also included
an EV charging station, a new roof and gutter system on the main shower house
building, 2 rainwater collection tanks, 4 rain gardens, numerous stormwater
management upgrades, 300+ trees, 700+ shrubs, hundreds of native plants, meadow
conversion areas, and permanent picnic pads to mitigate compaction. Speakers and
VIPs included DCNR Secretary Cindy Adams Dunn, DCNR Policy Director Nicole
Faraguna, Friends of Pinchot Chair Betsy Leppo, PPFF board vice chair Mary Soderberg,
York County Commissioner Doug Hoke, Green Gov Council Director Mark Hand, The
Nature Conservancy’s Director of Government Relations and Policy Evan Endres, PA
Environmental Council President Tom Gilbert, and staff from Senator Dawn Keefer’s
office. You can read more about the sustainability components and money and
energy savings here. Find the story on ABC here and a recording of the event and
photos here.

The Pinchot Eagle

Celebrating DCNR’s 30  year and th

30  solar Installationth

Celebrating DCNR’s 30  year and th

30  solar Installationth

J U N E  2 0 2 5 ,  I S S U E  4 5        U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S            V O L U N T E E R                G I V E  N O W

https://friendsofpinchot.org/home
https://www.pa.gov/agencies/dcnr/newsroom/dcnr-unveils-30th-solar-array-at-gifford-pinchot-state-park.html
https://www.abc27.com/local-news/officials-celebrate-installing-pennsylvanias-30th-public-solar-array-at-local-park/
https://pacast.com/m?p=27612
https://friendsofpinchot.org/events
https://friendsofpinchot.org/volunteer
https://friendsofpinchot.org/membership%5Cdonation


IT’S TIME TO RENEW YOUR
FRIENDS OF PINCHOT

MEMBERSHIP

CLICK HERE TO PAY YOUR YEARLY
MEMBERSHIP DUES!

B I G  S H O U T  O U T  T O
T H E  P E N N E X

V O L U N T E E R S  W H O
R E P A I R E D  O V E R  2 0 0 '

O F  L A K E S I D E  T R A I L  O N
M AY  1 0

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  O U R  F O R M E R
B O A R D  M E M B E R S  

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  e n t i r e  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  w e  e x t e n d
o u r  d e e p e s t  g r a t i t u d e  t o  o u r  f o r m e r  b o a r d

m e m b e r s  f o r  t h e i r  y e a r s  o f  s e r v i c e ,  d e d i c a t i o n ,
a n d  l e a d e r s h i p .  

F l o  S p a n g e n b e r g e r  –  N e w s l e t t e r  E d i t o r  

C o u r t n e y  S n y d e r  –  T r e a s u r e r

Y o u r  g u i d a n c e  h a s  h e l p e d  s h a p e  o u r  m i s s i o n ,
s t r e n g t h e n  o u r  i m p a c t ,  a n d  p a v e  t h e  w a y  f o r
c o n t i n u e d  g r o w t h  a n d  s u c c e s s .   T h a n k  y o u  f o r
b e i n g  a  p a r t  o f  o u r  j o u r n e y  a n d  f o r  l e a v i n g  a

l e g a c y  o f  i n t e g r i t y ,  i n n o v a t i o n ,  a n d  i n s p i r a t i o n .
W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  b u i l d i n g  u p o n  t h e  v i s i o n  y o u

h e l p e d  c r e a t e .  
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W E R E  R E M O V E D

D U R I N G  T H E  E A R T H
D A Y  I N I T I A T I V E  O N

A P R I L  2 6

A N D  A  H U G E  T H A N K  Y O U  T O  T H E
R E T U R N I N G  T E A M  O F  S I X  L A B O R I E
V O L U N T E E R S  W H O  P L A N T E D  T W O
T R E E S ,  C L E A R E D  2 0 ’  O F  S T R E A M

B L O C K A G E  A N D  R E P A I R E D  O V E R  1 0 0 '
O F  T R A I L  O N  M AY  2 0

https://ppff.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/ppff/donation.jsp?test=true&campaign=69&


Recently, the Friends of Pinchot asked me if I would be
willing to lead a bird walk in the park. I have been an avid
birdwatcher for years and was happy to help others to
enjoy birding like I do. On May 2nd, a group of 10 of us
enjoyed a walk through the campground at Pinchot.
Everyone showed up with binoculars and we were lucky to
hear and then SEE a beautiful male Prairie Warbler before
we got far from the parking lot! 
This time of year the spring migration is in full swing and
birds are hungry! Now is the time that many colorful
warblers are either claiming territories for breeding (like the
Prairie Warbler) or avidly making their way through the
vegetation in search of insects, fruit or seeds to fuel their
journeys to more northern breeding grounds. There are
quite a few types of warblers which may be seen in this
area of the state. Some prefer deep woods and others
prefer wet, swampy places or open, grassy ones. Other
birds like hawks, Ospreys, eagles and common bird feeder
visitors are often spotted in the park. Pinchot has a wide
variety of habitats and birds can be found there in
abundance. By the end of our walk, I had logged 42
different species which we had heard and, in many cases,
also seen. One thing to keep in mind is that the birds are
usually SOMEWHERE. You can have a hard time finding
where, sometimes, but birds often travel in mixed flocks and
if you are observant and keep looking, you will be rewarded.
Keep listening! Did you know that each bird species has a
specific, recognizable song? One easy way to become
familiar with birds you may encounter while visiting Pinchot
is to use a bird call recognition program like Cornell
University’s Merlin app for smart phones. It will give you
suggestions, in real time, of what birds are likely to be
singing in your specific area. Although far from infallible, it is
a good way to make yourself aware of which bird sings
which song, especially for the more common birds.
Combine that knowledge with a field guide and a good pair
of binoculars and a curious mind, plus the patience to wait
quietly while you study the vegetation around you and you
will certainly be able to spot some of the singers of those
songs! Perhaps the best way to learn more about birds is to
go birding with other people who have more knowledge
and experience than you. I’ve never met a birder who was
not happy to share their passion with anyone who asked! 
Happy birding!
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https://merlin.allaboutbirds.org/download/
https://merlin.allaboutbirds.org/download/
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ITEMS FOR SALE AT BATH HOUSE 5 ON 
JULY 5  FROM 9-12P!TH

Wear your love of Pinchot on your sleeve or
your water bottle! Purchase Pinchot Merch:

April - Oct at the Campground Office
(weekends only starting at noon on Fri.)
AND Year-round at the Park Office

be a friend
N o t  y e t  a  f r i e n d  o f

P i n c h o t ?
M a k e  a  y e a r l y  g i f t  o f  a s

l i t t l e  a s  $ 1 5  p e r  y e a r  a n d
s u p p o r t  t h e  p a r k  a n d  g e t
t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  d e l i v e r e d

t o  y o u r  i n b o x  m o n t h l y !
F i n d  o u t  m o r e  h e r e !

pinchot merch

T H E  N A T I V E  P L A N T  S A L E  W A S  A  W I N
F O R  T H E  P L A N E T  A N D  F R I E N D S  O F

P I N C H O T !
T H A N K  Y O U  F O R  Y O U R  S U P P O R T !

https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofPinchot
https://friendsofpinchot.org/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/xPJYVVhoXdNC6xXMA
https://maps.app.goo.gl/xPJYVVhoXdNC6xXMA
https://maps.app.goo.gl/STwNxtUHqMUbo8wu9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/Gz7AvoMmLWk2AcFb8
https://friendsofpinchot.org/membership%5Cdonation

