
The Pinchot Eagle
S E P T  2 0 2 5 ,  I S S U E  4 8       U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S            V O L U N T E E R                 G I V E  N O W

b y  B e t s y  L e p p o  
T h i s  s u m m e r ,  b i o l o g i s t s  w i t h  t h e  P e n n s y l v a n i a  N a t u r a l  H e r i t a g e  P r o g r a m
c h e c k e d  o n  s e v e r a l  w i l d f l o w e r  m e a d o w s  i n  t h e  p a r k .  T h e s e  m e a d o w s
s u p p o r t  a  v a r i e t y  o f  l o v e l y  n a t i v e  p l a n t s  a n d  i n s e c t s ,  b u t  a r e  i n  n e e d  o f
o n g o i n g  m a i n t e n a n c e  t o  k e e p  t h e m  o p e n  a n d  t o  p r e v e n t  o v e r g r o w t h  b y
i n v a s i v e  s p e c i e s  l i k e  J a p a n e s e  s t i l t g r a s s  a n d  a u t u m n  o l i v e  s h r u b s .  W e  a l s o
c h e c k e d  o n  t h e  f e n c i n g  a r o u n d  s o m e  s e n s i t i v e  p l a n t s  t h a t  a r e  u n i q u e  i n  t h e
p a r k .  T h e s e  p l a n t s  h a d  b e e n  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  f l o w e r  a n d  f r u i t  d u e  t o  c o n s t a n t
d e e r  b r o w s e ,  b u t  a r e  t h r i v i n g  n o w  i n  t h e i r  p r o t e c t i v e  e x c l o s u r e s .  T h e  F r i e n d s
o f  P i n c h o t  h a v e  h e l p e d  t o  f e n c e  a n d  m o n i t o r  t h e s e  s p e c i a l  p l a n t
p o p u l a t i o n s .                                           

A n  i n t e r e s t i n g
i n s e c t  w e

o b s e r v e d  i n  a
m e a d o w  w a s  a
s i l v e r - s p o t t e d

h a n g i n g  t h i e f ,  a
t y p e  o f  r o b b e r  f l y

t h a t  f e e d s  o n
s m a l l e r  i n s e c t s .

W i l d f l o w e r  m e a d o w s  w e r e  c r e a t e d  b y
f a r m e r s  c l e a r i n g  l a n d  a n d  g r a z i n g  l i v e s t o c k

p r i o r  t o  t h e  p a r k ’ s  c r e a t i o n  i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 s .
S o m e  o f  t h e s e  m e a d o w s  s t a y e d  o p e n  f o r

d e c a d e s  d u e  t o  t h e  t h i n  s o i l s  o v e r  d i a b a s e
b e d r o c k ,  b u t  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s  t h e y  h a v e

b e e n  f i l l i n g  i n  w i t h  s h r u b s  a n d  t r e e s .

T h i s  y e l l o w f r u i t  h o r s e -
g e n t i a n  i s  a  s o u t h e r n
s p e c i e s  t h a t  n e a r s  i t s

n o r t h e r n  l i m i t  i n
P e n n s y l v a n i a  a n d  i s  o n l y

k n o w n  f r o m  a  f e w  l o c a t i o n s
i n  t h e  s t a t e .  T h e  f r u i t s

d e v e l o p  w h e r e  t h e  l e a v e s
m e e t  t h e  s t e m ,  a n d  h a v e

t h i n  l e a f y  w i n g s  e n c i r c l i n g
t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  f r u i t  l i k e  l i t t l e

g r e e n  s t a r s .  D e e r
p e r s i s t e n t l y  n i p p e d  t h e

p l a n t s  a n d  p r e v e n t e d  t h e m
f r o m  f l o w e r i n g  a n d  f r u i t i n g
u n t i l  w e  p l a c e d  p r o t e c t i v e

c a g e s  a r o u n d  t h e m .

explore p inchot’s  meadows

https://friendsofpinchot.org/home
https://friendsofpinchot.org/events
https://friendsofpinchot.org/volunteer
https://friendsofpinchot.org/membership%5Cdonation


Page 2 of 3

s a v e  t h e  d a t e !

v o l u n t e e r  p i c n i c
T h u r s  O c t  2

 5 : 3 0 p m
S u n n y s i d e

P a v i l i o n

 ( P A O C )  r e p a i r e d  o v e r  2 1 0  f e e t  o f  L a k e s i d e
T r a i l  E a s t  o f  t h e  Q u a k e r  R a c e  D a y  U s e
A r e a .  W o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  P a r k  S t a f f  t h e
F r i e n d s  t r i a g e d  t h e  w o r s t  s e c t i o n s  o f  t h e
t r a i l ,  d e v e l o p e d  r e p a i r  s t r a t e g i e s ,  a n d
m a t e r i a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  b a s e d  o n  D C N R
g u i d e l i n e s  a n d  P S U  E n v i r o n m e n t a l l y
S e n s i t i v e  M a i n t e n a n c e  P r a c t i c e s .  T h e
P A O C  r e p l a c e d  a  1 2 ”  c u l v e r t  t h a t  w a s  9 0 %
c l o g g e d  a n d  i n s t a l l e d  ~ 1 5 0 ’  o f  r a i s e d  t r a i l
t o  g a i n  e n o u g h  t r a i l  e l e v a t i o n  t o  k e e p  i t
a b o v e  t h e  l a k e s  t y p i c a l  h i g h - w a t e r  m a r k .
T h i s  r a i s e d  t r a i l  i n c l u d e s  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  6 ”
c u l v e r t .  T h e  c u l v e r t  w i l l  a l l o w  w a t e r  t o
t r a n s i t i o n  t o  t h e  u p h i l l  s i d e  o f  t h e  t r a i l  a s
t h e  l a k e  r i s e s  a n d  f a l l s .  D u r i n g  t h e
e x e c u t i o n  p h a s e  t h e  F r i e n d s  a n d  P a r k
S t a f f  s u p p o r t e d  t h e  m o v e m e n t  o f
m a t e r i a l s  a n d  p r o v i d e d  t e c h n i c a l
g u i d a n c e .  W i t h o u t  t h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c  a n d
s k i l l e d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  P A O C  t h e s e  s e c t i o n s
o f  t r a i l  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o
t r a v e r s e  a n d  h i k e r s  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o
s e e k  a l t e r n a t i v e  r o u t e s  c a u s i n g  a d d i t i o n a l
h a r m  t o  t h e  e c o s y s t e m  a n d  s e d i m e n t
r u n o f f  t o  t h e  l a k e .                  b y  J i m  H u g a r

board news
T h e  b o a r d  w i l l  b e  t a k i n g

n o m i n a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f
b o a r d  s e c r e t a r y .   E m a i l  u s  a t

f r i e n d s o f p i n c h o t @ g m a i l . c o m  f o r
m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

T H E  Y O R K  C O U N T Y  P A  O U T D O O R  C O R P

S u b m i t  y o u r  G i f f o r d  P i n c h o t  S t a t e
P a r k  p h o t o s  -  t h e  w i n n i n g  p h o t o
w i l l  b e  r e p l i c a t e d  o n  a  3 ”  x  3 ”
e m b r o i d e r e d  p a t c h .  P l e a s e
s u b m i t  y o u r  p h o t o s  i n  j p g  f o r m a t
t o  f r i e n d s o f p i n c h o t @ g m a i l . c o m
b y  1 0 / 2 4 / 2 5 .  

D E S I G N  T H E  N E X T  P I N C H O T  P A T C H !  



Wear your love of Pinchot on your
sleeve or your water bottle! Purchase

Pinchot Merch:
April - Oct at the Campground Office
(weekends only starting at noon on

Fri.)
AND Year-round at the Park Office

pinchot merch

be in touch

https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofPinchot
(717) 432-5011  

friendsofpinchot@gmail.com
friendsofpinchot.org
2200 Rosstown Road,

Lewisberry, PA 17339, United States

Betsy Leppo, Chair
Jim Hugar, Co-chair

Tammy Klunk, Treasurer
Karen Tynes, Secretary

Terry Christopher, Social Media
Coordinator

Joyce Gayman, Membership
and Volunteer Coordinator

Phyllis Crooks
Dean Gibbons

Jim Grove

Newsletter editor: Abby Leese

advisory board

be a friend
N o t  y e t  a  f r i e n d  o f  P i n c h o t ?

M a k e  a  y e a r l y  g i f t  o f  a s
l i t t l e  a s  $ 1 5  p e r  y e a r  a n d
s u p p o r t  t h e  p a r k  a n d  g e t

t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  d e l i v e r e d  t o
y o u r  i n b o x  m o n t h l y !  F i n d

o u t  m o r e  h e r e !
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be a vo lunteer 

M a k e  n e w
f r i e n d s  a n d  a

d i f f e r e n c e !

L e a r n  m o r e  a n d
s i g n  u p  h e r e .

https://maps.app.goo.gl/5z9v8hNNLwdvp2nj8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/Gz7AvoMmLWk2AcFb8
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsofPinchot
https://friendsofpinchot.org/
https://maps.app.goo.gl/xPJYVVhoXdNC6xXMA
https://maps.app.goo.gl/xPJYVVhoXdNC6xXMA
https://friendsofpinchot.org/membership%5Cdonation
https://friendsofpinchot.org/volunteer

