Bowling Column July 12, 2026
By Joan Taylor

STEEL CITY BOWL AND BREWS BLEW IT OUT OF THE WATER AGAIN
Steel City Bowl and Brews in Bethlehem, PA hosted not only one, but two separate Professional Bowling Association (PBA) tournaments the weekend of June 19-21.
What should have been the same scheduling as last year presented many new challenges for Bowl and Brews’ owners, Lee and Krista Sandt and their amazing staff. 

It started Friday night with a meet-and-greet. Fans were given a ticket at check-in to denote their place in line to meet the pros and get autographs and photos.  The problem with that was that part of the Norm Duke Open match play was held that day at another area bowling center. Hence, many of the pros were still bowling else where or trying to get to the meet-and-greet after a late start. Somehow Krista was able to maintain control and the fans were also accommodating. 
As different pros arrived, those in line with the lowest ticket numbers got autographs and photos with those who were there. A new problem arose when more pros arrived, particularly EJ Tackett. If you have ever tossed bread cubes into a lake and then witnessed fish racing toward the food, that was the scene when he arrived. Once again Krista made order out of the chaos. 

The next day’s event was the “Battle of the Brands.” Each of 6 brands of bowling equipment was represented by 5 of their top staff bowlers and a team manager. After the stepladder team matches concluded the results were:
1. Storm, $33,000

2. Motiv, $22,000

3. Hammer, $15,000

4. Brunswick, $12,000

5. 900 Global, $10,000

6. Roto Grip, $8,000

Jason Belmonte said that Team Storm bowled for the company’s late co-founder, Bill Chrisman. Last year’s champion team defended well for this year’s repeat win. Norm Duke was on hand to watch the action and congratulate all the pros. 

The next day featured the final rounds of the Magnum Ice Cream Company PBA Norm Duke Open (whew! That’s a long name!). The action went on for five hours as two separate squads of bowlers bowled to be the best and then move on to the final rounds with the two top squad winners bowling each other in the race-to-two format. The stage was set for Marshall Kent and Anthony Simonsen to go head-to-head. Here is the recap from the PBA press release:

Kent lost the first game of the Race-to-Two championship match to Simonsen, who defeated Kent in the 2024 PBA Tour Finals title match also held at Steel City.

After starting with a strike in the must-win second game, Kent left a 4-9 split. He made it. Kent left the 4-10 in the fourth frame. He made it. Kent’s errant shot in the 10th frame left the 3-10 split standing. He converted that split, too.

In the ninth and 10th frame roll-off, Kent put the pressure on Simonsen with a strike. Simonsen left and converted a pair of single pins, then struck on his fill ball.

Kent, needing at least a spare to win, delivered a strike to claim the title on Father’s Day. Kent dedicated the win to his late father, Jim.

With nine titles, the 33-year-old is one victory away from title eligibility for the PBA Hall of Fame.

“Someone was looking out for me today,” Kent said, pointing to his father’s dog tags around his neck. “To win on Father's Day, it's unbelievable.”

 To witness Marshall Kent’s near-impossible split conversions was miraculous. So much good came from this tournament, including Anthony Simenson hugging and talking to an emotional Kent immediately afterwards. Marshall then went to another area to pose for individual photos with the fans before he could enjoy a victory drink. 
Now it’s a waiting game, to see if the PBA will return for whatever event they might bestow upon Steel City Bowl and Brews. They would be crazy not to. 

My personal fun: Friday and Saturday my son, Derek, and I went to the sessions and had a great time, to say the least. Some local fans remembered us from last year. We had good seats where we could see the lanes and what equipment the bowlers used. 

After the Battle of the Brands, one of the Storm team members served a tray of Jell-o shots. I was given one for me and another for Derek. Maybe it was because I spoke French to their manager, Francois (Frankie) Lavois. 

For the show on Saturday, I brought a photo I had of Norm Duke’s Firestone Tournament of Champions win, circa 1994. I planned to give it to him prior to the telecast. Krista wanted to see his face when he opened the envelope containing the picture. It was quite the moment! 
For Saturday I had intended to bake and bring “some” cookies to the pros. When I found out there would be at least 30+, I whipped up a triple batch. I had fun “painting” words on the cookies such as Storm or PBA. Lee Sandt led me to an area where the pros were working on their equipment or generally able to hang out away from the crowd. I presented the tray. Eric Jones, who was working on a ball for the day’s competition, said, “At last! Food!” 

I brought a smaller tray in for Sunday (picture is in the website’s gallery), including cookies that said “Thank you Krista and Lee,” one word per cookie. They were not only for them, but for their hardworking staff who made the 3 days look like a fun time for them. Lee had been taking long videos of the crowds and other areas for their Facebook page. My cookies were on the Sunday session!
Uh-oh—what to do for next year (presuming they host a tour stop again)? Am I committed to bringing cookies every year? What have I done? 
Calendar
While entries closed at the end of June, the Morris County BVL (Bowlers to Veterans Link) fundraising tournament will be held next weekend, July 18-19 at Rockaway Lanes. For me it’s the worthiest of causes. I look forward to seeing my Morris County friends again, and to maybe even bowling well. xxx

Send in your news, tournament announcements and results, and anything about bowling to joaness2@yahoo.com or call the bowling hotline at 570-242-4709.
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