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Healthy & 
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 Winter 2019 
“A Publication of the Kansas City 

Chapter of the NCRS” 

Classic Corvette Newsletter 

Chairman’s Message 

Well as this, our last newsletter of 2019 should arrive before the real winter season sets in so we 
can snugly read this and reflect on some excellent times we enjoyed as a Chapter this past year. 
I particularly enjoy this refection to understand what went great and why it went great, what 
other Chapters did and what we can repeat, modify and even improve upon. I was blown away 
by Nebraska’s mini Regional as a late-in-the-season 2019 Nebraska Chapter blow-out. It was a 
four-car judging event but included a nice and fancy, real cloth napkin type reception dinner 
with excellent presentations over the course of 2 days. It was a local event but was attended by 
70 some folks and many legendary judges, five other Chapters’ Chairmen and six other Chap-
ters’ Judging Chairmen. It was a blast and only a few hours away! I don’t know how many of 
us can attend the Nebraska events next year but highly advise it. Another thing Nebraska does 
better than anyone IMHO (which means in my humble opinion in the new texting language) is 
Nebraska is huge into Social Media so if you miss something, you can see what you missed and 
not miss it again the next time! We locally also had a great number of other truly wonderful 
judging events in Wichita, Des Moines and Oklahoma and appreciate these efforts of Chapters 
within a few hours drive from Kansas City because they always come with an invitation to us 
here in the Kansas City Chapter. It really places us in the Cat Bird’s seat geographically to en-
joy a huge number of NCRS activities very close by. I genuinely hope many of you who have 
schedules that are opening up as you retire, or just prioritize it, are able to begin participating in 
the judging process, either as an OJ and refining your knowledge or as a Judge and also refining 
your knowledge. It is noteworthy that many people who plan these events are retired and 
watching their fixed budgets as they balance hosting a great event while also endeavoring to 
keep this sustainable for us by keeping costs as low as possible. 
 
Locally, I personally believe a cornerstone to 2019’s Chapter success was observed when Dana 
Forrester called me up and said he obtained us space at the 2019 Auto Show, if we wanted it. If 
we wanted it??!!! WOW! Without much notice several members were able to bring their cars to 
the event and I was told by many people that our exhibit was the best exhibit of the show. We 
had amazing Corvettes, behind velvet ropes, on both sides of the main walkway through Bartle 
Hall and an information table, manned almost always. We had a lot of people stop by to learn 
about the NCRS, share stories about their Corvettes, learn about what to look for and even par-
ticipate in our mock judging events presented on the hour throughout the weekend. I used my 
1963 Coupe as the guinea pig vehicle to judge so amateur judges could take liberties with my 
car and not another member’s car that wasn’t there.  
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All these judges, many Corvette lovers, came to really appreciate how detailed we were in 
drilling down on points being less about opinion and more substantive based, with the ob-
jective to help an owner with comments, deductions or not. While the primary motive in 
practice judging was to develop interest in the NCRS, it was a super quick and basic judging 
experience that didn’t drag on and bore anyone but yet still allowed for people to learn a few 
elements of a very technical process. Many judging practices were limited to only two or 
three items on Chassis Flight judging but with the consult of the manual, discussion and a 
little CDCIF, nothing more could be covered without losing intertest. However, many judges 
returned and had multiple Judging experiences back-to-back if they wanted greater expo-
sure. I think we would definitely benefit seeing more of this type of general public engage-
ment if incorporated throughout the NCRS in general.      
 
The All GM Car show was also another huge hit out of the park. We raised a lot of money to 
help a lot of great kids and their families and you should be proud of yourself as Chapter 
members. Thank you. The general public finally swung this year into the event being less 
about cut throat competition between GM vehicles and it being all about the kids. The 50/50 
pot was won by a young kid working in the BBQ truck yet he donated his whole winning to 
the kids, Cable Dahmer donated a great engine and many folks brought in gifts and dona-
tions of their own. The representatives of Children’s Mercy were very touched at the level 
of sincere support and engagement demonstrated by everyone there. This was a transforma-
tive year in the show and I’m so proud to be amongst such wonderful Chapter members for 
all your effort. Thanks too Harry for being the ring leader.  
 
Speaking of that, we are typically a bunch of folks with, generally, pretty established per-
sonalities. Fairly set in our ways. It is an unenviable position for anyone to be amongst such 
defined personalities as many circles would simply have that a recipe of competition. Who 
has a better car, who has a more expensive car, who has this and who has that. In our Chap-
ter however, we seem to have a nice little element of humility carried for the most part by 
everyone and something which I see as welcoming to new people. . A measure of our quality 
is often simple remarks by just new people and the encouragement they receive and we have 
received a lot of compliments to this accord. Never is there something that needs done that 
someone doesn’t volunteer to do or help carry the load. This was nicely demonstrated in the 
last local judging event this fall with the introduction of Concours at the Chapter level and 
all of the folks who stepped up to judge there as well as in Flight Judging.  
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Please keep in mind that we have a number of items on our website ncrskc.com that may be 
of great interest to us. Specifically, a growing list of positive experiences received by mem-
bers from local vendors is on our website as well as all upcoming activities.   
  
For 2020, locally we have both Spring (location and date TBD) and Fall judging events, the 
All GM Car Show, monthly Chapter meetings, Corvette weekend in Eureka Springs, other 
nearby Chapter activities PLUS anything else that comes up which we will surely jump on. 
Have fun in the snow and see you in a few days at the White Elephant Party on January 4th! 

Daniel Rechtfertig 
Chairman         

Vice—Chairman’s Message 

2019 was a good year for our NCRS Chapter. We are on track to complete our Chapter Top 
Flight Award again for 2019 making it our 10th earned. 
 
I want to thank all of the Kansas City Chapter members that help make the KC group suc-
cessful. I also want to thank all of our out of state members that support us when they can. 
 
I was able to attend 3 Regional events and the National event this year. At each event there 
were several of our KC NCRS members judging and participating. Its great to see all of 
those that can attend.  
 
This year we had 2 local chapter judging events where we had a variety of year groups of 
cars. At the fall event we did our first Concurs class judging car. This was a great way for 
out new members to start judging or be an observer judge to start off. Thanks to all the 
members that brought a car and those that helped with the judging. 
 
This year our all GM car show was a great success raising money for Children’s Mercy 
Hospitals. Again I want to Thank all members that helped make this a great event. I look 

forward to another good year in 2020. See you at next year’s events. John Hecker 
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Judging Chairman’s Message 

From the Judging Field 
                                (Tony Stein, Judging Chairman) 
 
As 2019 closes, we can look back at a very successful year for the Kansas 
City Chapter.  We held two chapter judging events.  In our Spring judging 
event held at Carl French's shop, Kent Schoneman achieved a Top Flight 
award for his 1957 Aztec Copper car, Todd Erickson achieved a Second 
Flight for his 1970 Daytona Yellow convertible and Brad Hillhouse earned a 
Top Flight for his 1981 Corvette Red coupe.  Later in September, we held a 
second chapter judging event at Carl French's shop that included the fol-
lowing flight awards:  Top Flight for Kevin Riley's 1967 Marina Blue coupe, 
and Top Flight for Steve Kessler's 1972 White Coupe.  In addition, our 
chapter hosted the first judging for NCRS Concours judging led by our Con-
cours Team captain Daniel Rechtfertig:  the following awards were 
earned:  Daniel Rechtfertig's 1963 coupe:  Blue Ribbon, and a 427 award 
for Robert Rauscher's red coupe.  Congratulations to each of you for your 
well-deserved awards. 
 

A number of our members achieved benchmark master judging awards 
that deserve recognition: 
 

Brad Hillhouse:  100 point Master Judge 
Daniel Rechtfertig:  200 point Master Judge 
John Hecker:  200 point Master Judge 
Harry Ledgerwood:  300 point Master Judge 
Gene Leonard:  300 point Master Judge 
Tony Stein:  400 point Master Judge 
 

Many thanks to our judging team leaders and members who stepped up 
and served as flight judges and observer judges. We look forward to mov-
ing forward as a strong chapter for a fun and successful 2020.  Happy holi-
days, and I look forward to seeing you on the judging field. 
 

Best regards,   
Tony Stein, 
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Some Early NCRS Observations 

The following 4 pages were discovered by Richard Andrews as he 
was perusing through some old back issues of the now defunct Cor-
vette News magazines, put out by GM and sent to new owners who 
sent in the page out of their Owner’s manual. 
 
This will be a three-part remembrance of when the NCRS got start-
ed, and amazingly how the term “Concours” came into use at the 
very beginning of our organization.  Now many years later we are 
learning to apply that terminology to a totally different version of the 
Corvettes we pride ourselves in owning and enjoying. 
 
These articles are reproduced from Corvette News issues dating from 
October/November, 1974 (the year the NCRS was founded by John 
Amgwert, Dick Campbell, Joe Chess, Tom Essig, Sam Folz, Jay Kel-
logg and Gary Mortimer. 
 
Following in Part 2 and Part 3 came from issues dated October. No-
vember, 1976 and October/November, 1978. These also came from 
those issues of Corvette News. 
 
A BIG Thanks to Richard for discovering these tidbits of our early 
organization’s history and how it was portrayed to the general Cor-
vette owners through the distribution of Corvette news magazines. 
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Observations from KC Chapter Fall Judging Meet 

Kevin Riley’s 
1967 Coupe 
427/435 HP. 
Top Flight 

Award and is 
ready for more 
future Judging 

& Awards 

Steve Kessler’s     
recently purchased, 
pretty original 1972 
Coupe. Top Flight 

Award 
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KC Chapter Fall Judging Meet—Concours Class 

Robert Rauscher’s 
beautifully modi-
fied 1971 Coupe. 

Concours Modified  
awarded the  

NCRS 427 Award 

Daniel Rechtfertig’s 
beautifully modified 
1963 Split Window 
Coupe. Concours 
Modified awarded 

the NCRS 427 
Award 
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Brad Hillhouse - Another Award! 

Brad Hillhouse trailered his Original 1981 Corvette to the 
Texas Frisco Regional in October and earned the coveted Per-
formance Verification Award.  
 

Way to GO again Brad!! 
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Tech Article - Removing a Dipstick Tube 

My new (to me) ’65 was delivered a couple weeks ago.  Alt-
hough I had looked it over and driven it a couple weeks prior 
to pulling the trigger, the owner (non-Corvette guy) had the oil 
changed at his local shop prior to shipping.  Unfortunately I 
discovered that the upper dipstick tube was broken off even 
with the block – great!.   
 
First order of business was complete disassembly of the driver 
side of the motor: exhaust manifold, shielding, spark plugs, 
etc.  Considered several options – and tried a few - for getting 
it out.   
 
I finally arrived at one that worked.  A friend of mine welded a 
nut to the top of a paint can opener (Lowes) and attached to a 
small slide hammer with the other end (the one with the small 
hook) so I could try and catch the edge of the tube.   
 
 
After several attempts I decided that was never going to work 
so I sawed of the bottom end of the opener and bent the 
“round” end at a 90 degree angle.  Greased up a 3/8” fine 
thread bolt added a fender washer and slipped the bolt through 
the round end of the opener.  Several blows – and the last one 
from a friend of mine with a little more oomph than I could 
muster at that point – and it finally popped out.  Got a new one 
from Corvette Central, put it in the freezer overnight, and bor-
rowed a  homemade tool from an engine-builder friend of mine 
to drive the new one in.  The pictures should tell the story.  All 
in all a great way to spend the better part of a day and a half – 
remember this is a fun hobby, right?   

Kent Schoneman 
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Tech Article - Making Correct U-Joint Caps 
 

 FINDING AND INSTALLING CORRECTLY CONFIGURED C2 U-JOINTS  
By: Tony Stein  

Kansas City Chapter Judging Chairman  
 

 
  

Unfortunately, finding correctly configured replacement U-joints is challenging 

because the original GM U-joints are limited and expensive, and the modern non-

zerk U-joints generally available today have caps with stepped caps.  See Photo-

graphs 3 and 4.  When I have judged C2 chasses at Regional and National events, I 

typically encounter replacement U-joints with “stepped caps”. Notice that the outer 

portion of the stepped cap is raised above the recessed central area with the letters 

in the field.  This cap does not have a typical factory configuration, and will typically 

receive a 1-point deduction for configuration. 

A portion of C2 Chassis judging involves the evaluation of the halfshaft/driveshaft 
U-joint configuration.  The line item on the Chassis judging sheet allocates five 
points for the driveshaft and halfshaft assemblies.  These components are sub-
ject to CDCIF evaluation.  The original factory U-joints had flat caps and no zerk 
fittings.  See Photographs 1 and 2.  

Photo # 1 Photo # 2 
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Tech Article - Making Correct U-Joint Caps 

One option in restoring the halfshafts and driveshaft is by finding NOS original 

U-joints.  Photograph 5 shows an original GM box with part number.  Unfortu-

nately, these are becoming very difficult (and expensive) to find.   

There is a cheaper alternative that I have found works very well.  It is easy to 

purchase U-joint bodies with no zerk fitting.  Long Island Corvette and other 

Corvette parts restoration companies sell this variety.  However, those parts 

come with the stepped U-joint cap.  I discovered that Ecker’s sells U-joints 

with flat caps although the Eckler’s U-joints come with zerk fittings.  The Eck-

er’s U-joint part number is show in photograph 6. 

Photo # 5 

Photo # 3 Photo # 4 
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Tech Article - Making Correct U-Joint Caps 

My simple solution is to purchase the non-zerk U-joints and separately 

purchase the Eckler’s U-joints (about $18.00 apiece) and carefully remove 

the flat caps from the Eckler’s U-joints and install them onto the non-zerk U-

joint bodies.  The caps can be removed with relative ease.  It is important not 

disturb the roller bearings in the caps. This is a good time to verify that all of 

the roller bearings are in place and well-greased.  Once the Eckler’s caps are 

installed onto the non-zerk U-joint bodies, simply install the U-joints into the 

halfshafts and there is no issue with the configuration of the U-joint caps. 

This is a simple technical solution for a commonly encountered Chassis     
deduction.  Good luck and I’ll see you on the judging field. 

 

By: Tony Stein  
Kansas City Chapter Judging Chairman  

Photo #6 
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Tech Article - Removing Broken Bolts 

How to remove a broken rusty bolt from a Corvette 
 

Working on your Corvette is always a good day.  
That is until you break off a rusty bolt.  Of course, 
it usually happens on the bottom of the car so you 
need to do the repair while standing on your head!   
This bolt that broke was a 7/16 bolt that mounts 
the front lower bumper brace to a 1968 Corvette.  
It needs to be removed to replace the front lower 
spoiler or adjust the bumper braces to close up the 
typical C3 front bumper gap. 
One of the methods I like to use to remove a bro-
ken bolt is to weld a nut onto the remaining bolt to 
break it loose.  It doesn’t work as well on small bolts or in places where there is plastic or carpet 
nearby.  But on larger bolts, here is my method: 

You can see from the pictures that the bolt broke off with the threads half way out.  Now part of 
this is my fault as when the bolt started turning extremely hard, I should have stopped, run the 
bolt back into the hole and start working it back and forth until it freed up.  Instead being careful, 

I just got a bigger ratchet and sadly the head of the bolt snapped off.  Ugghhh, easy project just 
got more difficult.  I got a matching 7/16 nut, threaded it all the way onto the remaining bolt 
threads and then got out the mig welder.  You can see that I turned up the heat setting and turned 
down the wire feed.   This is an attempt to get the bolt much 
hotter while only putting a small amount of wire into the nut.   

The heat being added is what really makes the process work 
well.  The heat will help break the remaining rust holding the 
bolt tight.  It may take you several times welding a nut on, 
breaking it off, rewelding another bolt back on, just keep at it.  
Work the bolt or nut back and forth adding lubrication as you 

go and you can get the broken bolt out without having to drill 
or tap it out.  
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Tech Article - Removing Broken Bolts 

I have used this method on rusted in seat belt bolts, differential bolts, half shaft flange and axle 
bolts and more.  When you have something to weld to, this is much more successful than drilling 
it out and having to retap the bolt hole.  I hope this helps you the next time your day of fun goes 

bad! 

Brad Hillhouse 

Kansas City Chapter Member  

& Nebraska Chapter 

Judging Chairman 
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Observations from the Web 
These are sightings that members have send to me which they thought would be of interest to the 

general membership in the Newsletter. 
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Early Photos of Interest 
These are sightings that members have send to me which they thought would be of interest to the 

general membership in the Newsletter. 
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Courtesy of Wichita Chapter 
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Kansas City Chapter 2020 NCRS Calendar 

DATE EVENT LOCATION TIME DESCRIPTION 

Saturday  
January  4 

Holiday Party 
 

Jr. Services League 
3122 S Cryler,Indep. 

Snacks 6 PM 
Dinner7 PM 

Annual White Elephant Holiday 
party 

Tuesday  
January 14 

Monthly Club  
Meeting 

Tim’s Pizza 
17201 E 40 Hwy 

Eat @ 6 Pm 
Meeting @ 7 PM 

 
Technical  Presentation TBA 

 

Tuesday  
February 11 

Monthly Club  
Meeting 

Stone Canyon Pizza 
Parkville, MO 64152 

Eat at 6 PM 
Meeting at 7 PM 

 
Technical  Presentation TBA 

 

Tuesday 
March 10 

 

Monthly Club  
Meeting 

 

Gambino’s Pizza 
Lenexa, KS  66219 

6 PM Eat 
7 PM Meeting 

 
Technical  Presentation TBA 

 

Tuesday  
April 14 

Monthly Club  
Meeting 

Cable Dahmer 
Indep, MO  

Snacks @ 6 PM 
Meeting @ 7 PM 

 
Technical  Presentation TBA 

April 18 ?? 
Not Confirmed 

Spring Judging Meet 
 

We need to find a 
suitable indoor  

Location if possi-
ble 

Anyone with suggestions, contact 
Daniel or Tony 

Tuesday 
May 12 

Monthly Club  
Meeting 

Tim’s Pizza 
17201 E 40 Hwy 

Eat @ 6 Pm 
Meeting @ 7 PM 

 
Technical  Presentation TBA 

 

Tuesday  
June 9 

Monthly Club  
Meeting 

Stone Canyon Pizza 
Parkville, MO 64152 

Eat at 6 PM 
Meeting at 7 PM 

 
Technical  Presentation TBA 

 

June 20—22 Bloomington Gold Show Indiy Speedway Daily  

To BE  
Annmounced 

 

ALL GM Charity Car 
Show 

Direct Auto 
Indep, MO 

 ALL Proceeds Donated to 
Children’s Mercy Hospitals 

July 
 

 NO Club Meeting    

July 19—23 
2020 

NCRS National Convention 
Year of the 1970!! 

French Lick Resort 
Indiana 

Mon—Thurs French Lick Resort is Host Hotel 

Tuesday 
August 11 

Monthly Club  
Meeting 

 

Gambino’s Pizza 
Lenexa, KS  66219 

6 PM Eat 
7 PM Meeting 

 
Technical  Presentation TBA 

 

August 22—24 
 

Corvettes Carlisle Carlisle Fairgrounds 
Carlisle, PA 

All Day World’s Largest Corvette Show & 
Swap Meet 

Tuesday  
September 8 

Monthly Club  
Meeting 

Cable Dahmer 
Indep, MO  

Snacks @ 6 PM 
Meeting @ 7 PM 

 
Tech Session TBA 

Saturday 
September 19 

Fall Judging Meet 
 

Midwest Corvettes 
Kearney, MO 

Cars Placed 8 AM 
Judging 9 AM 

Open to Pre-registered Cars Only 
based upon availability 

Tuesday 
October 13 

Monthly Club  
Meeting 

Tim’s Pizza 
17201 E 40 Hwy 

Eat @ 6 Pm 
Meeting @ 7 PM 

 
Tech Session TBA 

Satruday  
November 7 

ANNUAL Nomination 
Dinner 

Hereford House 
5001 Town Center  

6 PM Coctails 
7:15 Dinner 
8:30 Door Prizes 

This is THE Annual DO NOT 
MISS Event! Fun, Great Food & 

Super Friends! 
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Support  Sponsors!! 

-  Chevrolet 
Marty Dahmer—Dan Boyer

Sales 
Noland 
Road 

Sales 
103rd & 
Wornall 

Parts & Service 
Noland Road 

Paul Cassady—Parts 
816-254-3860 
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Kansas City Chapter Officers for 2020 

Position Email  Telephone 

Daniel Rechtfertig                       info@ClassicAutoRod.com                816-805-5380 

Chairman 

Vice-Chairman & Website Coordinator 

     John Hecker            jhecker@kc.rr.com                  913-207-3697 

Judging Chairman 

Tony Stein                    anthonystein@att.net                              816-753-1500 

Treasurer 

Hal James       james_hal@yahoo.com                              573-424-8550 

Membership Manager 

Daryl Vohs        JDVohVette@yahoo.com                        913-244-8364 

Secretary 

Hal James       james_hal@yahoo.com                              573-424-8550 

Top Flight Chapter Administrator 

Gary Martin     GMartin625@aol.com               816-524-3751 

Newsletter Editor 

Harry Ledgerwood  Toyvettes@gmail.com               816-863-3420 
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Featured Corvette Ad from the Past 

A Classic piece of Vintage Advertisement……..Timeless!! 


