CONTACT US

2514 Lee Boulevard
Lehigh Acres, FL 33971

Phone (239) 369-1831

Religious Education (239) 369-6424
Fax (239) 369-1039
parishoffice@saintraphaelccla.org

www.saintraphaelcc.org

MASS TIMES

Monday - Friday | 8:00AM (English)
Saturday | 8:00AM, 5:00PM (English)
6:30PM (Espanol)

Sunday 7:30AM, 9:00AM, 12:30PM
(English)

10:30AM & 5:30PM (Espaniol)

CONFESSIONS

Saturday | 3:30PM-4:45PM
Saturday | 6:00PM-6:30PM (Espanol)
Sunday | 5:00PM-5:30PM (Espanol)

PASTORAL STAFF

Rev. Michal Szyszka, Pastor

Glorious Archangel St.
Raphael, great prince of the
heavenly court, you are
illustrious for your gifts of
wisdom and grace. You are a
guide of those who journey by
land or sea or air, consoler of

Rev. Rodolfo French, Parochial Vicar afflicted, and refuge of sinners.

Andy Mora,
Coordinator of Religious Education

| beg you, assist me in all my
needs and in all the sufferings
of this life, as once you helped

ST. RAPHAEL

— CATHOLIC CHURCH —

PRAYER TO ST. RAPHAEL THE
ARCHANGEL

the young Tobias on his
travels. Because you are the
“medicine of God,” | humbly
pray you to heal the many
infirmities of my soul and the
ills that afflict my body. |
especially ask you the favour
(name it) and the great grace
of purity to prepare me to be
the temple of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



SCHEDULE AND RESOURCES

Baptisms - Parents must be
registered parishioners. Call the
parish office for more
information.

Marriages - Please contact a
priest at least six months prior to
the date.

For information on other
sacraments or sick calls please
call the rectory.

First - Sixth Grade
Sunday 8:30AM - 9:45AM

First - Eighth Grade
Sunday 10:30AM - 11:45AM

Confirmation Class
Tuesday 5:30PM - 7:30PM

Youth Group meets every
Sunday from 2:00PM-4:00PM in
the parish hall.

RCIA (school building)

Monday evening 7:00PM-
9:00PM Spanish & Tuesday
evening 7:.00PM-9:00PM English

Catholic Charities - 239-337-4193

EASTER SCHEDULE
STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Prayer Line - Call 369-1831 to
leave your prayer request or
email it to: ParishOffice@
saintraphaelccla.org

Perpetual Adoration Chapel is
open every day from 7:00AM -
4:30PM . Call Joann 508-278-6167
for more information.

Pregnancy Resources -Turn to
the pro-life movement for help.
Community Pregnancy Clinic
689-1543, Birthright 1-800-550-
4900, Heartbeat 1-800-395-HELP
or Bethany Christian Services 1-
800-238-4269.

Knights of Columbus - Meets
the 1st Thursday of the month at
7PM in the school building. Call
George at 315-794-5452 for more
information.

Knights of Columbus Ladies
Auxiliary - st Thursday of the
month 7:00-8:30PM in the school
building. For information call
Nancy at 636-208-8806.

Stations of the Cross are held every Friday during

Spanish Knights of Columbus-
Meets the 2nd Saturday at 10AM
in the school building.

Cristo Rey (Spanish
Charismatic) Prayer Group -
Thursdays at 7.00PM in the
parish hall.

Divine Mercy Prayer Group
(Spanish)- meets in the school
building the 1st & 3rd Fridays at
10:30AM.

Emaus: Men's/Women'’s Groups
Monday at 7:00PM in parish hall.

Haitian Prayer Group - meets
Thursdays in the school building
4-6PM. Haitian Mass is the 3rd
Sunday each month at 7.00PM.

St. John XXIII Prayer Group
meets every Tuesday at 7PM in
the school building.

Marriage Dialogue & Follow Up
(MDS) Friday at 7:30PM in school
building. For all couples in
Spanish. For information call
Diego & Carolina Diaz 571-247-
4956

A DAYS FORLIFE.

Lent 7:00PM in English &
8:00PM in Spanish

BILINGUAL LENTEN PENANCE SERVICE
Monday, March 30" 5:00PM

HOLY WEEK
Holy Thursday, April 2nd

Mass of The Lord’s Supper — 7:00PM (Bilingual)

Good Friday, April 3rd
Sacred Liturgy 3:00PM
The Live Passion of the Lord — 5:30PM

Holy Saturday, April 4th
Blessing of the Food — 11:00AM (English & Polish)

Easter Vigil Mass - 8:15PM Bilingual
EASTER SUNDAY — APRIL 5th

Masses: 7:30AM, 9:00AM & 12:30PM in English
10:30AM & 5:30PM Mass in Spanish
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Spring 2026 at FT MYERS

4 sl
From Ash Wednesday, Feb 18 through March 29, a peaceful prayer
vigil will be held each day Tuesday-Saturday at the abortion facility of
Planned Parenthood, 6418 Commerce Park Dr Drive, Ft Myers. There
is plenty of parking along the curb on Commerce Park Dr and plenty
of sidewalk to support your prayer.

CAMPAIGN DAYS Tuesday- Saturday

CAMPAIGN HOURS 11AM - 4:30PM 3 8AM - 4PM on Sat__

TO SCHEDULE AN HOUR TO PRAY, CONTACT Anne at

athomas8088@gmail.com OR Bob at rgrconsl@gmail.com OR VISIT
www.40daysforlife.com/fortmyers



MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday March 14, 2026

5:00PM Jane Kuctha

Req. Teresa & Charles Caswell

6:30PM tMaria Lucia Vasco & Luis
Angel Gil

Req. Son

Sunday March 15, 2026

7:30AM +Tom Williams

Req. Daughter, Donna

9:00AM Parishioners

10:30AM tFelix Juan Andres

Req. Wife, Teresa Jose De Juan

12:30PM tTraci Leiniman

Req. Tammy & Brooke

5:30PM Unborn

Req. Parishioner

Monday March 16, 2026

8:00AM tMary Stitzer, Louis & George
D’Addona

Req. Family

Tuesday March 17, 2026

8:00AM Esteban Edwards

Req. Grandmother

Wednesday March 18, 2026

8:00AM tJohn & TDorothy Bress

Req. Bress Family

Thursday March 19, 2026

8:00AM TEdward Hermann

Req. Sharon

Friday March 20, 2026

8:00AM TKettly Paul

Req. Brother, Serge Pierre

Saturday March 21, 2026

8:00AM TMary Rafferty

Req. Tran Family

5:00PM Unborn

Req. Parishioner

6:30PM Aguiar Family & Soul in Purgatory

Sunday March 22, 2026

7:30AM Bonny Rogers

Req. Ericka

9:00AM tJosef Mummert

Req. Bernard & Franziska Mummert

10:30AM Parishioners

12:30PM +Philip Tress, 1% Anniversary

Req. Friend, Dolores C. Handleton

5:30PM Priests

Req. Parishioner

SANCTUARY CANDLE
The sanctuary candle has been donated for The Aguiar
Family.

CHAPEL CANDLE
The chapel candle has been donated for The Aguiar
Family.

[— . February 21st & 22nd $14,186.00

e Attendance: 2,761

The Catholic Faith Appeal (CFA) contributes to the pasto-
ral, education, and charitable support of those in need in the
Diocese of Venice. Our parish also benefits from the CFA if
we exceed our goal of $145,000.00. Join those in our par-
ish family who have made a gift to the 2026 CFA. Your
gift will make a difference in the lives of those who are as-
sisted by the programs and ministries funded through the
CFA.

To make a gift, visit https://dioceseofvenice.org/ways-to-

give/cfa/ or complete a pledge envelope located at the back
of the church and submit it either to the Parish office or the
offertory basket. Thank you for your prayerful
consideration.

The Jay Carano Gift Shop is open from 3:30PM-5PM on
Saturday and after the SPM Mass. On Sundays from
8AM-2PM . We have a large selection of gifts.

The Community Pregnancy Center offers confiden-
tial and compassionate care for women facing unin-
tended pregnancies. Services include: pregnancy test-
ing, medical ultrasounds and other community re-
sources. The mobile onsite clinic will be at St. Raph-
ael Parish (in the parking lot near Lee Blvd) every
Wednesday from 11AM - 3PM. Walk in patients are
welcome. Spanish and English speaking staff are
available.

Every Friday at
St. Raphael Parish Hall

Doors open at 3PM. Games start
promptly at 6PM.
For more information call
Jose (239) 841-3803 or
Bill (315) 569-3009

(=84, Knights of
&y/ Columbus
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Prayer and Worship

The Prayer or Blessing Against Storms
Please pray this prayer against storms. Bless yourself with the sign of
the Cross when you see the 1

Jesus Christ a King of Glory has come in Peace. 1 God became man, f
And the Word was made flesh. ¥ Christ was born of a Virgin. ¥ Christ
suffered. ¥ Christ was crucified. ¥ Christ died. § Christ rose from the
dead. ¥ Christ ascended into Heaven. T Christ conquers. T Christ reigns.
1 Christ orders. T May Christ protect us from all storms and lightning. §
Christ went through their midst in Peace, ¥ And the Word was made flesh.
1 Christ is with us in Mary. ¥ Flee you enemy spirits because the Lion of
the Generation of Juda, the root David, has won. T Holy God! ¥ Holy
Powerful God! ¥ Holy Immortal God! ¥ Have mercy on us. Amen!

A PRAYER FOR GRANDPARENTS

Dear St. Ann you were truly twice blessed to have our blessed mother as
your daughter and Jesus our Savior as your grandson. I know that every
period of our lives has its responsibilities as well as its joys. Today, it
seems that grandparents have either too little use or too much; either we
are shunted aside to do nothing, or we are called upon to do everything.
Help me to know just where my duties lie in my particular situation and to
carry them out as best [ can. Take care of my family, my children, and
their children. Inspire them all to follow your grandson and lead truly
Christian lives. Keep all of us in your loving care, never let us turn away
from Jesus, and help us in the end to receive the joy of entering into your
grandson’s glorious presence forever. Good St. Ann pray for us grandpar-
ents. Amen.

Merciful Lord, your heart is full of loving kindness. Our hearts are full of
praise to you. You are worthy of our full devotion. Lord, today we lift up
our Church to you. We pray for the sick, for the grieving, for the lonely,
for the broken, for the confused, and for al/ those who are needy this day.
We pray that you would bring your strength, your healing, your comfort,
your wisdom, your restoration, your protection, and your provision. Thank
you for giving us a church family to belong to and to love. Amen.

VA

Our Lord told St. Gertrude the
Creat that the following prayer

would release 1,000 souls from
Purgatory each time it is said:

“Eternal Father, | offer Thee the
most precious blood of Thy Di-
vine Son, Jesus, in union with the
Masses said throughout the
world today, for all the holy souls
in Purgatory, for sinners every-
where, for sinners in the univer-
sal church, those in my own
home and within my family.
Amen.” Approval and Recommen-
dation (sqd.) M. Cardinal Pahiarca,
Lisbon, Portugal, March 4, 1936

PRAYER FOR MARRIAGE & FAMILY

Lord God, we pray for the institution of
marriage and the family which is on the verge
of ruin in the world today. The strong waves
of the evil one are hitting hard the foundations
of marriage and many unions are breaking up
very fast. God, we need You to send down the
Holy Spirit so that He can teach us Your
values and tenets that can guide us to strength-
en our marriages. Inspire us with Your
knowledge that it is You who gave us the
institution of marriage and that You require us
to respect it and remain solidly in it. Dear
God, we know that we are sinners and we
sometimes give in to sin and evil temptations
that ruin our marriages. Give us the strength
and support to resist all temptations that ruin
our marriage. May our children grow up in
families that are steady and strong so that they
can learn Your good values and become pro-
ductive people in Your vineyard. Amen.



BASKET BLESSING
ON HOLY SATURDAY,
APRIL 4™ AT 11:00 AM

Swieconka — Blessing of the Baskets
Swigconka (sh-vee-en-soon-kah) is one of the most enduring and beloved Polish traditions. Baskets containing a sampling of
Easter foods are brought to church to be blessed on Holy Saturday. The basket is traditionally lined with a white linen or lace napkin
and decorated with sprigs of boxwood (bukszpan), the typical Easter evergreen. Poles take special pride in preparing a decorative
and tasteful basket with crisp linens, occasionally embroidered for the occasion, and just enough boxwood and ribbon woven through
the handle. Observing the beautiful foods and creations of other parishioners is one of the special joys of the event.

Poswiecenie Pokarmow — Blessing of Food
The Blessing of the Food is a festive occasion. The three-part blessing prayers specifically address the various contents of the

basket, with special prayers for the meats, eggs, cakes & breads.

The priest then sprinkles the individual baskets with Holy Water. More traditional Polish churches use a straw brush for dispersing
the Water; others use the more modern metal Holy Water sprinkling wand. In some parishes, the baskets are lined up on long tables;
in others, parishioners process to the front of the alter carrying their baskets, as if in a Communion line. Older generations of Polish
Americans, descended from early 19th century immigrants, tend to bless whole meal quantities, often brought to church halls or
cafeterias in large hampers & picnic baskets. Newer Polish immigrants at Polish-language parishes along with Poles in urban Poland
present the smaller arrangement of select goods described here.

Basket Contents and Symbolism:

Masio — Butter: This dairy product is often shaped into a lamb (Baranek Wielkanocny), reminding us of the goodness of Christ that
we should have toward all things.

Chleb — Easter Bread: A round rye loaf topped with a cross, symbolic of Jesus, the Bread of Life.

Chrzan — Horseradish: Symbolic of the Passion of Christ still in our minds, but sweetened with some sugar because of the
Resurrection.

Jajka or Pisanki — Eggs: Indicate new life and Christ’s Resurrection from the Tomb.
Kielbasa — Sausage: A spicy sausage of pork products, indicative of God’s favor and generosity.

Szynka — Ham: Symbolic of great joy and abundance. (In addition to the large ham cooked for the Easter Meal, often a special small
ham, called the Szynka Wielkanocna is purchased specially for Swigconka basket.)

Stonina — Smoked Bacon: A symbol of the over abundance of God’s mercy and generosity.

86l — Salt: So necessary an element in our physical life, that Jesus used its symbolism: “You are the salt of the earth.”

Ser — Cheese: Shaped into a ball, it is the symbol of the moderation Christians should have.

A candle — often marked like the Paschal Candle lit during the Easter Vigil, is inserted into the basket to represent Christ, Light of

the World. A colorful ribbon and sometimes sprigs of greenery are attached. The linen cover is drawn over the top and is ready for
the trek to the blessing.

Please note that these are the traditional items used for the basket blessing but any food items may be used.



