ST. RAPHAEL

— CATHOLIC CHURCH —

DECEMBER 22, 2024 | FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

ADVENT

CONTACT US

2514 Lee Boulevard
Lehigh Acres, FL 33971

Phone (239) 369-1831
Religious Education (239) 369-6424
Fax (239) 369-1039

parishoffice@saintraphaelccla.org

www.saintraphaelcc.net

MASS TIMES

Monday - Friday | 8:00AM (English)
Saturday | 8:00AM, 5:00PM (English)

6:30PM (Espanol)

Sunday 7:30AM, 9:00AM, 12:30PM
(English)

10:30AM & 5:30PM (Espanol)

CONFESSIONS

Wednesday | 6:00PM-7:00PM
Saturday | 4.00PM-4.45PM
Sunday | 4:30PM-5:15PM (Espanol)

PASTORAL STAFF

Rev. Michal Szyszka, Pastor

Andy Mora,
Coordinator of Religious Education

PRAYER TO ST. RAPHAEL THE
ARCHANGEL

Glorious Archangel St.
Raphael, great prince of the
heavenly court, you are
illustrious for your gifts of
wisdom and grace. You are a
guide of those who journey by
land or sea or air, consoler of

afflicted, and refuge of sinners.

| beg you, assist me in all my
needs and in all the sufferings
of this life, as once you helped

the young Tobias on his
travels. Because you are the
“medicine of God,” | humbly
pray you to heal the many
infirmities of my soul and the
ills that afflict my body. |
especially ask you the favour
(name it) and the great grace
of purity to prepare me to be
the temple of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



SCHEDULE AND RESOURCES

Baptisms - Parents must be
registered parishioners. Call the
parish office for more
information.

Marriages - Please contact a
priest at least six months prior to
the date.

For information on other
sacraments or sick calls please
call the rectory.

First - Sixth Grade
Sunday 8:30AM - 9:45AM

First - Eighth Grade
Sunday 10:30AM - 11:45AM

Confirmation Class
Tuesday 5:30PM - 7:30PM

Youth Group meets every
Sunday from 1:30PM-3:30PM in
the parish hall.

RCIA (school building)

Monday evening 7:00PM-
9:00PM Spanish & Tuesday
evening 7:.00PM-9:00PM English

Catholic Charities - 239-337-4193

Prayer Line - Call 369-1831 to
leave your prayer request or
email it to: ParishOffice@
saintraphaelccla.org

Perpetual Adoration Chapel is
open every day from 7:00AM -
4:30PM . Call Joann 508-278-6167
for more information.

Pregnancy Resources -Turn to
the pro-life movement for help.
Community Pregnancy Clinic
689-1543, Birthright 1-800-550-
4900, Heartbeat 1-800-395-HELP
or Bethany Christian Services 1-
800-238-4269.

Knights of Columbus - Meets
the 1st Thursday of the month at
7PM in the school building.

Knights of Columbus Ladies
Auxiliary - 1st Thursday of the
month 7:00-8:30PM in the school
building. For information call
Nancy at 636-208-8806.

Spanish Knights of Columbus-
Meets the 2nd Thursday of each
month in the school building.

Cristo Rey (Spanish
Charismatic) Prayer Group -
Thursdays at 7.00PM in the
parish hall.

Divine Mercy Prayer Group
(Spanish)- meets in the school
building the 1st & 3rd Fridays at
10:30AM.

Emaus: Men’s/Women's Groups
- Mondays at 7.00PM in the
parish hall.

Haitian Prayer Group - Fridays
in the school building from 6:00-
8:00PM. For more information
call 491-6719.

St. John XXIII Prayer Group
meets every Tuesday at 7PM in
the school building.

Marriage Dialogue & Follow Up
(MDS) Friday at 7:30PM in the
school building. For all couples in
Spanish. For more information
call Braulio & Lupita 239-529-
0974

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP - RECOGNIZE GOD IN YOUR ORDINARY MOMENTS

Baby Jesus’ Wish List

Odds are you’ve got a Christmas list going by now — gift ideas for everyone from your nephew to your god-
daughter to your mailman. But what about the birthday boy? What’s the gift Jesus gets from you this Christmas?

If you’ve ever read the Book of Leviticus, you know all about the sacrifices God asks of the Israelites, referred to
in the reading from Hebrews today. Leviticus can be a chore to read — a little repetitive, a little intimidating.
There’s a lot of very specific actions that God asks His Chosen People to complete to make up for whatever they
have done wrong. In essence, it’s a bit of a wish list for gifts.

But it’s a wish list that can really confuse you. What’s God going to do with a cereal offering? The kidneys of an
animal? If you look closely, what God is doing here is beautiful. He’s customized his wish list to only those things
He knows the Israelites can give. It’s God saying, in what amounts to theological baby-talk for folks who barely
know of Him and His ways, exactly how they could be stewards. “Do this, but don’t do that. If you do that, do this
and you will find My mercy.”

Our guide to stewardship — the Gospels of Christ — is less precise because by the time of Christ, God’s people
have grown in understanding of love and mercy and relationship with the divine. Through Christ, we find out that
God’s real wish list didn’t really consist of cereal offerings and the kidneys of various animals. It’s far simpler, but
luckily, it’s something we still have on-hand. All He wants is our whole heart.

— Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS
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MASS INTENTIONS

Saturday December 21, 2024

Req. Janet Collins

5:00PM tFrider Francois, +Mamuse Francois
& tMarino St. Louis

Req. Sister

6:30PM Karen Molina & Family

Req. Parishioner

Sunday December 22, 2024

7:30AM Parishioners

9:00AM tMaureen Klappholz

Req. Fran LaScala, Stephanie Pandora
& Family

10:30AM tBob Ostrowski, 1st Anniversary

Req. Vera Family

12:30PM tMicaela Worrell

Req. Family Sister-In-Law

Monday December 23, 2024

8:00AM +Souls in Purgatory

Req. Parishioner

Tuesday December 24, 2024

8:00AM Conversion of Sinners

Req. Parishioner

5:00PM tDeceased Members of the DelLaRosa &
Molina Families

Req. Family

7:00PM tAna & Iris Lozada

Req. Parishioner

Midnight tStephen LaScala

Req. Fran LaScala

Wednesday December 25, 2024

8:00AM tSalvatore & tLouis D’Addona &
tAlan Blum

Req. Family

10:00AM tJoshua Pineiro

Req. Alba

12:00PM tMary Goytia

Req. Carmen Padilla

Thursday December 26, 2024

8:00AM +Tom Williams

Req. Wife, Joan Williams

Friday December 27, 2024

8:00AM tDeceased Parishioners

Saturday December 28, 2024

8:00AM tGerard Worrell

Req. Gwen Worrell

5:00PM Megan & Tanner Spencer

Req. Tammy & Brooke

6:30PM Matthew De Jesus & Family

Req. Parishioner

Sunday December 29, 2024

7:30AM Fr. Michal & Family

Req. Emma

9:00AM tRoger John Wood

Req. Wife, Joann

10:30AM Conversion of Sinners

Req. Parishioner

12:30PM Parishioners

[ = — = = == == == =="="="= —

The Rotary Club will be serving Christmas Dinner on |
I December 25th. Dinner will be served from 11AM-1PM.
| You may eat dinner in the parish hall or you may get yourI

meal to go. All are welcome! No reservations are needed- |

just show up and enjoy. I

Will you not spend one hour with me? “The Church

draws her life from the Eucharist. This truth does not

simply express a daily experience of faith, but recapit-
ulates the heart of the mystery of the Church. In a va-
riety of ways she joyfully experiences the constant ful-
fillment of the promise: “Lo, I am with you always, to
the close of the age’ (Mt 28:20), but in the Holy Eu-
charist, through the changing of bread and wine into
the body and blood of the Lord, she rejoices in this
presence with unique intensity. Ever since Pentecost,
when the Church, the People of the New Covenant,
began her pilgrim journey towards her heavenly home-
land, the Divine Sacrament has continued to mark the
passing of her days, filling them with confident hope.
—Missionaries of the Blessed Sacrament, June 2003

Newsletter
| \:"

L‘g‘ N spiritually adopted baby! It was
' . ‘a long journey with lots of grow-
ing but with your prayers here | am! “l chose
you before | gave you life, and before you
were born | selected you.” Jeremiah 1.5

Happy Birthday to me, your

] There will be a Holy Hour on the 2nd
— Wednesday of each month in English
K “» from 7PM-8PM.

On the 3rd Wednesday of each month
the Holy Hour will be in Spanish
from 7PM-8PM.

Project Rachel is a confidential healing
ministry for women and men who have been
touched by abortion. If you are struggling
after an abortion, don’t struggle alone. Call
941-412-5860 or e-mail pro-
ject.rachel@dioceseofvenice.org for help.

Every Friday at
St. Raphael Parish Hall

Doors open at 3PM. Games start
promptly at 6PM.
For more information call
Jose (239) 841-3803 or
Bill (315) 569-3009
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Prayer and Worship

The Prayer or Blessing Against Storms
Please pray this prayer against storms. Bless yourself with the sign of
the Cross when you see the 1
Jesus Christ a King of Glory has come in Peace. 1 God became man,
And the Word was made flesh. ¥ Christ was born of a Virgin. ¥ Christ
suffered. + Christ was crucified. ¥+ Christ died. T Christ rose from the
dead. ¥ Christ ascended into Heaven. ¥ Christ conquers. T Christ reigns.
1 Christ orders. T May Christ protect us from all storms and lightning. §
Christ went through their midst in Peace, ¥ And the Word was made flesh.
1 Christ is with us in Mary. ¥ Flee you enemy spirits because the Lion of
the Generation of Juda, the root David, has won. T Holy God! ¥ Holy

Powerful God! ¥ Holy Immortal God! ¥ Have mercy on us. Amen!

A PRAYER FOR PRIESTS

Lord Jesus, you have chosen your
priests from among us and sent
them out to proclaim your word
and act in your name. For so
great a gift to your Church, we
give you praise and thanksgiving.
We ask you to fill them with the
fire of your love, that their
ministry may reveal your
presence in the Church. Since
they are earthen vessels, we pray
that your power shines out
through their weakness. In their
afflictions let them never be
crushed, in their doubts never
despair, in temptation never be
destroyed, and in persecution
never abandoned. Inspire them

the mystery of your dying and
rising. In times of weakness send
them your Spirit and help them
to praise your Heavenly Father
and pray for poor sinners. By your
same Holy Spirit put your word
on their lips and your love in their
hearts, to bring good news to the
poor and healing to the
brokenhearted. And may the gift
of Mary, your Mother, to the
disciple whom you loved, be your
gift to every priest. Grant that she
who formed you in her human
image, may form them in your
divine image, by the power of
your Spirit, to the glory of God
the Father, Amen.

- SAINT TERESA OF CALCUTTA

through prayer to live each day NS OEMUONIH0 SRS

A PRAYER FOR GRANDPARENTS

Dear St. Ann you were truly twice blessed to have our blessed mother as
your daughter and Jesus our Savior as your grandson. I know that every
period of our lives has its responsibilities as well as its joys. Today, it
seems that grandparents have either too little use or too much; either we
are shunted aside to do nothing, or we are called upon to do everything.
Help me to know just where my duties lie in my particular situation and to
carry them out as best I can. Take care of my family, my children, and
their children. Inspire them all to follow your grandson and lead truly
Christian lives. Keep all of us in your loving care, never let us turn away
from Jesus, and help us in the end to receive the joy of entering into your
grandson’s glorious presence forever. Good St. Ann pray for us grandpar-
ents. Amen.

Merciful Lord, your heart is full of loving kindness. Our hearts are full of
praise to you. You are worthy of our full devotion. Lord, today we lift up
our Church to you. We pray for the sick, for the grieving, for the lonely,
for the broken, for the confused, and for al/ those who are needy this day.
We pray that you would bring your strength, your healing, your comfort,
your wisdom, your restoration, your protection, and your provision. Thank
you for giving us a church family to belong to and to love. Amen.
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PRAYER AGAINST CORONAVIRUS
Lord Jesus Christ, our Divine Physician,
we ask you to guard and protect us from
Coronavirus COVID-19 and all serious

illness. For all that have died from it,
bring healing. For those searching for a
remedy, enlighten them; for medical
caregivers helping the sick, strengthen
and shield them. For those working to
contain the spread, grant them success;
for those afraid, grant peace. May your
precious blood be our defense and
salvation. By your grace, may you turn
the evil of disease into moments of
consolation and hope. May we always
fear the contagion of sin more than any
illness. We abandon ourselves to your
infinite mercy. Amen.
- PEDRO DE LA CRUZ

PRAYER FOR MARRIAGE & FAMILY
Lord God, we pray for the institution of mar-
riage and the family which is on the verge of
ruin in the world today. The strong waves of
the evil one are hitting hard the foundations of
marriage and many unions are breaking up
very fast. God, we need You to send down the
Holy Spirit so that He can teach us Your val-
ues and tenets that can guide us to strengthen
our marriages. Inspire us with Your
knowledge that it is You who gave us the in-
stitution of marriage and that You require us
to respect it and remain solidly in it. Dear
God, we know that we are sinners and we
sometimes give in to sin and evil temptations
that ruin our marriages. Give us the strength
and support to resist all temptations hat ruin
our marriage. May our children grow up in
families that are steady and strong so that they
can learn Your good values and become pro-
ductive people in Your vineyard. Amen.




CHRISTMAS MASS SCHEDULE

BILINGUAL PENANCE SERVICE
MONDAY, DECEMBER 16TH AT 5:30PM

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 24TH
CHRISTMAS VIGIL

5:00PM - ENGLISH
7:00PM - SPANISH
MIDNIGHT - ENGLISH

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25TH
CHRISTMAS DAY

8:00AM - ENGLISH
10:00AM - SPANISH
12:00PM - ENGLISH

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1ST
MARY MOTHER OF GOD

8:00AM—- ENGLISH
10:00PM - SPANISH
12:00PM - ENGLISH

NO CONFESSIONS:

WEDNESDAY, DECMBER 18TH
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 25TH
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 1ST
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 8TH

»
FLOWER £ POWER"®

FUNDRAISING
Far
St. Raphael Parish
Help our Church

Flowers Make Great Christmas Gifts

Go To: StRaphael.fpfundraising.com

"

Order by 12/1/24 for Guaranteed Christmas Delivery - many items

.

O

& in gift boxes with gift tags

LA

Products are shipped direct to you or the recipient of your gift

please note: no _‘.Ilipﬂlﬂﬂ to Alaska or Hawaii

Place All Orders by 12/15/24 as our web store closes on that date

"R

Share this site with everyone you know & on your social media pages

s0 everyone can order great plants/flowers for Christmas (examples below)

@S0

The Catholic Faith Appeal (CFA) contributes
to the pastoral, education, and charitable support
of those in need in the Diocese of Venice. Our
parish also benefits from the CFA if we exceed
our goal of $145,000.00. Join those in our par-
ish family who have made a gift to the 2024
CFA. Your gift will make a difference in the
lives of those who are assisted by the programs
and ministries funded through the CFA.

To make a gift, visit https://dioceseofvenice.org/
ways-to-give/cfa/ or complete a pledge envelope
located at the back of the church and submit it
either to the Parish office or the offertory basket.
Thank you for your prayerful consideration.

140,000.00

120,000.00

100,000.00

20,000.00

50,000.00

40,000.00

20,000.00

0.00
o~
LA T PSS
N e Qv‘ e
=
-

November 30th & December 1st
$11,477.95
Attendance: 2,175

The Sunday Mass on Television is an outreach of the
Diocese of Venice Department of Communications and
is supported by the donations of viewers. This outreach
serves those who, for reasons outside of their control,
are unable to attend Sunday Mass in one of the parish-
es of the Diocese. For many homebound individuals,
this outreach reminds them that they are loved by their
brothers and sisters in Christ throughout the Diocese of
Venice, and that they remain a vibrant and loved part of
our faith community.

For those who are interested in viewing the televised
Mass you may find it on WFTX-TV FOX 4— Sundays at
10:30AM.
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OPENENR
& SCHOLA
AVAIL

Pre K-3 through Grade 8
239.334.7707
www.StFrancisFortMyers.org

LLMENT
SHIPS
PLE

&

SLFRInCEs Navier

70

Call 860-399-1785 or go to www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Catholic Cruises and Tours -

Take Your Faith on a Journey

Massis Included - Holy Land Discovery | Fatima, Lourdes, & Shrines q_f. in
Spiritual Highlights of Italy | plus many more!

gl

Aot

JMO’S
FAMILY DAY CARE
CUIDADO DE NINOS

239-703-4289

Mon-Sun 7am-9pm
3311 Lee Blvd.
Lehlgh Acres

JOHANNA ORTEGA
'ﬁ
LEHIGH AcrES, FL

()]

.\35;-1 LSTATE

Selina Martinez

Real Estate Advisor

X (863) 368-1065

M selina.rdh@gmail.com

@ selinamartinez.sellstate5starrealty.com

1130 Lee Blvd, Ste A, Lehigh Acres, FL 33936
Office: 239-491-2430 [l

¢ £
Nail Spa

fml) 728-2495 "

SPECIAL

HDiCURE "iﬂ OF!

Cannot combine with other offers
Present coupon to redeem.

A o™ SaleStreets

833-287-3502

WE'LL

OWNER / DUENA

eV CAVEN, AGO

SCREEN
MACHINE

Screen Repair

PARVEY

HERE &1

TORMNEYS

$85 tops / $60 Sides
10% discount for
complete rescreen

239-898-3528

9390 Dynasty Dr. | -Custom-made apparel
Unit 104 ! -Alterations
Fort Myers , and more... By Kam
15203339485

Y (239) 826 6993
lkamsalorn24@yahoocom l exprealty.com

- STUMP
* TREE S|

(239) 295-9677

 LAND CLEARING

GRINDING
ERVICES

- TREE REMOVAL
* TREE TRIMMING

e~ il ° TREE LIMB UP 4P | SUSAN KOSTYK, sales Manager/own
...T:Irn- GRINDINE ' I . PALM TREE PRUNING t, . oﬂice/Celll:L(za3 - 4:;;;::; o er
Parish Family - S0D INSTALLATION = 1 Fax: (239) 369-5153

English

(843) 476-3001I Espaiiol

« KOSTYK INSURANCE AGENCY

Proudly Serving the Lehigh Acres Community

Plans =

= Part D Plans - Life, Dental & Vision Insurance
A Rated Carriers. Call Us For A FREE Quote.

c s a o

- kostykinsagency@msn.com
S = www.kostykinsuranceagency.com

3% == 5781LeeBlvd, Suite 208, Lehigh Acres, 33971

MDMedAlert!™

+ Ambulance/Police  STRTNe AT
v Family/Friends 1 995
!/ GPS & Fall Alert fmo.

sow 800.809.3570 g

.:.E & md-medalertcom ®

C |_ ESTATE PLANNING &
"™ PROBATE LAW FIRM

SINGLE WILL FOR $250
SINGLE TRUST FOR $850*

(FREE|GCONSULTATIONS!

. (239) 266-2619

WWW.CELEJLAW.COM
12730 MCGREGOR BLVD.
FORT MYERS, FL 33919
*Price does not include any applicable asset transfer
fied or associated recording c
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Air Around
the Clock®

- Sales « Service « Installations
+ Duct Cleaning/Restoration

« Attic Insulation
10% Off Repairs with Ad

- -
TCI Sod & Landscaping LLC
S’Wl@ SW Florida

239-303-0648

Sod ¢ Irrigation ® Landscape
Land Clearing & Grading
~ Parishioner Owned & Operated ~

LET'S GROW
YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here and Support Our Parish!
CONTACT ME Mark Hiller

mhiller@4LPi.com ¢ (800) 950-9952 x2692

3332 Palm Beach Blvd
Fort Myers

n [EZ.'BZT-' YOUR LOCAL SEPTIC
AND DRAIN EXPERTS

www.algatorseptic.com
Serving SW Florida for over 30 Years!
INSPECTIONS

'M: o ™ - PREVENTATIVE

BOOK ONLINE at www.BookMySeptic.com/algator MAINTENANCE
OR CALL US AT 239-267-4541

Mention “Parishioner35” to save $35.00

- SEPTIC PUMPING

- SEPTIC
INSTALLATIONS,
REPAIRS AND
REPLACEMENTS

- SEPTIC

A

’f“-ull

<.

www.asapairconditioningfl.com

(239) 369-0201

< Parish Family Owned and Operated.
Licensed & Insured CAC 057194

Whether you need
residential or commercial
HVAC service, trust
afamily owned and
operated company

For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574  www.4lpi.com

@DGES FUNERAL HOM
AT-LEE MEMORIAL PAR

Complete Arrangements in
one visit to one Iocation

239- 334 4880

-
Lehlgh Acres/Fort Meyers
14-1737

tate d’82



