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RED-HOT
RENEE

She had us all at hello in Jerry Maguire, scored one for singletons
everywhere in Bridget Jones's Diary, and floored audiences in
her fishnets in Chicago. Now, the awe-inspiring actress explores
romantic game-playing in Down With Love. Read on as she chats
about dating in Hollywood, her weakness for rock stars, and the
one thing she'd dump a guy for.

By Jennifer Graham

W Rence Zellweger is a bona fide movie
star—[erry Maguire, Nurse Betty, and
Bridget Joness Diary are a lew résuné
highlights—Dbut she acts more like agram-
mar-school pal. While the point of this
Cosmo rendezvonsis to cet Renée todish
about her npeomimg romantic comedy
Dowene With Love, she's the one throwing
ont l|u-(||n'\liul|\ .\lnlu-.urlnrn'/.} (“Have
vou seen Springsteen sing with his wile?
And the way hefooks at her?”), Others are
Drainy C"Why do von think negativity is
so rpant in the media today?). s as
if shes waited months for today's agabfest

And since she's having Tun, she doesn't
\m-lnlnlui||(|\\\.lppiug(|.|(img\hni(-\\\!(ln
.|||.|('(|||.|i||l;||u‘('slu"\'ju\l met andwho's
hronaht along a tape recor ler), “Thisis i
treat for me,” she savs, referring to the Fact
that most of her interviews as of late have
heenall business. " Treally dontmeet peo-
ple. Andwhen Tdo, they don't really talk
about normal stull like this.

That probably has something to dowith
the Laet that she just cone ofan intense
publicity caunpaign for her staming role as
Roxie Hart in the award-season darling
Chicago. (AL presstime herrole had won

her a Golden Glohe Tor best actress and

carned her an Academy Award nomina-
tion.) But the levelheaded 33-vear-old from
Katy, Texas, takes it all in stride

She has always chosen lihos for their
ln-h-nli.nl Iuln'”;mn-uru'lnug:'\lwrin-nn'.'
She did small dramas like A Price Abore
Rubies and big comedies like Me, Myself
ane Irene. Heronly formukas not to have
one, and the theme continnes with her
npeoming Mlicks: this month's satiric sex
romp Dotwen With Love and a Civil War
drama, Coldd Monntain, ont Chiristinas Din

But as big or siall as the project
he, the gossip columnists keep tagging
along. During Brideet Jones, Renée got
more ink for gaining Bridget’s extra 20
pormds than for her acting, which was so
voodd, it carmed heran Oscar nod. ( Rende
just signed on for a second Bridaet and
another 20 pounds.) And now that she's
slimmed way down, some gossips snipe
that she's anorexic. “What vou look like is
arcllectionof alot of things,” Rende savs
sighing, “1ard work, ||.1p|mu'\~. siclness
time ofl, or an exercise regimen. And for
me it might beareflection of some movie,”
The vamors eleardy bother her

But when the conversation shilts to
love amd dating, Rendée turns bubblvand
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clever. A recent gossip colunm said that
she and George Clooney were “lip
locked. ..

in Los \ngu-lr\;uul\\rnl ||m|u~lngvl|n'r

at the after-party for Chicago

alterward.” Rende \impl) savs, 1 have
nothing to do with my tabloid image.”
But she doesn’t \||) e from llu'tnpi(-
cither. Mavbe she's prepping herself for
talk ol her new movie?

In Down With Love, she plays asassy
60s-era Doris Day-like beanty,and Ewan
MeGregoris her Rock Hudson, Her char-
acter, Barbara Novak, believes “ifwomen
are more cavalier about sexual relation
ships, then they won't be as likely to get
canght Hpin mens Gunes,’ she Sans. And
[ Eavan’s character] sets ont to prove she's
Sinee Down \With Love

is all about the roller coaster of love, we

fooling hersell)

decided to talk with Rendée about herown

views on the saney subject ...

Are you more of a hopeless
romantic or a realist like your
Down With Love character?

Fiman extreme on both ends. Is that pos-
sible? Lam a ||uln-lc-\‘\ romantic. | believe
in love because 've experienced it.
What does your inner realist say?
I believe in love, bat 'm not sitting
aronnd waiting forit, | by houses., |
travel. | l.tk('jnl»\ on monntaintops in
Transylvamia [the Romanian region
where Cold Mowntain was lilimed]. 1
make decisions hased onwhat T have now
today. Becanse T know that happiness
COmes ||l nu |||\ W I\\ ||NI || \(”l \l)l Illl
vour life |u>|u|l"tuln found by or to find
asignilicant other Vou're going to miss
ont onall that stadl. Andd thats what makes
vou special and makes your life rich
Sure, but your love life seems
prefty rich too. You're becoming
known for your celebrity beaus.
A 12 That's erazy to me, Pve only dated
one [ Jim Carrey] for not evenavear. And
I was in England for half that vear,
Supposedly, you were engaged
to him.

I know:. The English papers wrote that |1
was proposed toina \West End restanrant
witharing, and they ineluded the size and
costof the ring, Butitwas all madeup. 1'd
only been dating him for three months. As
il I would consider marriage alter only

threc months!

So you've never been engaged?
No. And I have aomvthical relationship
floating aronnd richt now—that's been
I]u.l!ilu:m‘uluulfi»mumpl«'ni’\r.u'\ that
wuu-luxl} m;ulmnp.uuliljuxl snowhalled
and L«-pt roing.

You mean George Clooney?

I don’t talk about who [laughs]! ' oven
good friends with a couple of celebrity
men, and 1 see them alot, But 1 haven't
dated anvbody, and 1 havent had a
boviviend since that one [Carrev).
Okay, so you're single. Do you
want to get married?

I don’t require it INDmeet that best friend
that 'miin love with, then sure. But other
wise, no. Fdosit hack sometimes and won
der about it My girlfviend | Down With
Lorve costar] Sarah Paulson and 1 were
Lnghing one day becanse we conldn’t get
over how gmul;uu\ Fwan MceGregor is,
You just dic when you see him,

He’s married, right?

Yes, and he has this beantiful, eleverwile
and the most beantiful children vou've
everseen. Thevire just todie for, And Sarah
“Wait a second! What's
wrong with us? gy is making alist of
heantiful,

Innlux\inu,ll,wll'\nl'l'irn-m_\m;m funny,

and were like,
things he's hoping for ina girl

interesting—where are we on that list?”
Did you go on more dates before
or after you became famous?
Before. Because now no one asks

Why not?

I don’t know why [langhs|. 1 don’t say,
“lxense me, D was wondering, has it
crossed vonr mind to invite me to laneh?
And il not, why not?" [More laughter|
But you should have no problem
picking up guys.

Lean't dothat—vo toabar, meet agay, get
his phone nunber, and see what happens
It takes me

\mnvlnnl_\_ and Tvalue 'Iit'llll\lllp | cor-

along time to get to know

l.|i|||} dontwant ?Hlliln)\lc»ll.\\t~ My i
|u'|'.|||ll come tomy ||(|H\|' .ul(] Lul)\\ ne
intimatelv and then move ons There has
to be atrue connection or something that
I admire in that person.

So your memoirs won't be full of
casual-sex stories?

No, but I don't judge people who doit.
If you're interested in that, then go for
it Its nice that women have the prerog
But I'd like to have nice

ative to choose,
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conversations with a man that teach me
something, make me mad, make me curi-
ous. And then 1 ind him attractive.
What else attracts you?

Its always about the heart « and his ability
to empi |||n/4 And he has to make me
laugh, but in a smart way, not by putting
himselfon display orbe mgllu \lm\\\ auy.
What about looks?

Sure, but you learn it doesn't matter. It’s
not a telltale. 1ts like eredentials: “Oh,

/4
RENEE SKIP THE MOVIES.  thing, so you see how
“It's dark and you patient he is and what
ETS want to ask him really interests him.”
DOWN &
can't,” she says. “Diners HAVE A PIMPLE.
WlTI-l are cool. | like them “Don’t obsess over
because they're low-  a pimple,” she says.
LOVE key and you can “Guess what? Next
actually hear the per-  week, or next year, if
Got a f,irSt date? son across the table.” he wants to see you
Renée's been again, you're going to
there. Here are her ENTER HIS have another pimple.”
four tips on how ELEMENT. “One of
tomakeitgreat.  the bestdateslever QUIT OVER-
went on was water- THINKING. “Don't
skiing on Lake Austin,”  have rules about what
she says. “You getto time it has to end and
see the guy in an active  what you have to do
environment, and afterward,” she says.
he's teaching you some-  “Just do what's organic.”

e went to so-and-so school?” But that
doesnt mean he's smart.

You're from Texas, where some men
still open a woman's car door for
her. Do you find modern chivalry
charming or condescending?

Well, what are his intentions? I dontwant
somebody to open the door for me be
caunse he's thying to manipunlate me. But 1
datedaguy once from the Carolinas. When
I'd |nl|| up, he'd ;ullmn;nlit';l") come out
to help with the groceries. That's sweet,

because you generally do need and ap-
preciate he |plmn"u|l' in the groceries.
Speaking of old boyfriends, can
you stay friends with an ex?

Oh, completely. One offmy best friends
is an ex-hoyfriend. And I don't really think
of himas anex. [twas justa process of get
ting to where we always needed to be.
Which is perfect.

What traits in a guy would cause
you to dump him?

To be dismissive of my dog [Wooler, a

collic-golden retriever mix). If she hasto

he sent away from the table, well, then
he can't be across the table,

Anything else?

If he's disrespeetful of the waiter or the
|u|\|>u\ hecause it ele: ul\ means that his
l\“l(hl( NS l\ [N ()“(llll()“ I] l“ll lll 1][\\" 'S "
up when it serves him to be nice. And |
don't needaguy who raises his fists forany
reason, even to lunln'l me. I need a gy
who nentralizes the sitnation and takes us
ateay from the danger.,

Can | get your five best dating tips?
Wait, I want to talk more about my rela-
tionships with celebrity men! W hoelsedo
the y say I m dating?

One of the tabloids just linked
you with Matthew Perry.

1 know Matthew. He'svery nice and hand-
some. I'mnot dating him either. But that's
good. Let’s make my list really good!

Do you go for rock stars?

Yeah! Where have all the rock stars gone?
They're gone! No, they're not. Theres The
Strokes. And Paul McCartney. And Bruce
Springsteen. Life is good. =
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