
 

Dallas News Responses 

What political leader do you most admire and why? 

I’ve always admired Harry Truman, who strived to serve his country to 
the best of his abilities, in every way he could. This service to others 
speaks to me, and has inspired me to volunteer and even run for office. 
Former President Truman respectfully and successfully worked with 
members of both parties and got things done for the American people, 
and always kept an eye out for how to “cut the fat” and make 
government programs run more efficiently. 

One of his more famous quotes was, “It’s amazing what you can 
accomplish if you do not care who gets the credit.” I love that mindset, 
because in Texas, that is the only way for a Democratic lawmaker to 
make a positive impact and serve their constituents. For example, 
Democratic lawmaker Rep. Erin Zwiener introduced legislation in the 
second and third special sessions in 2021 to provide property tax relief, 
and while that bill was not successful, it provided the Lt. Governor an 
outline which gave us SJR 2, a bill that ultimately resulted in Texans 
being able to vote on a Constitutional Amendment that gave us all 
much-needed property tax relief. 

Additionally, the Texas Republican Party’s recent attention on the 
state’s childcare deserts can be attributed to Democratic lawmakers, 
who have worked for years to bring the issue to the forefront. Because 
lawmakers like Rep. Ray Lopez laid the groundwork on how the state 
can close the gap on childcare to help ease the burden on Texas 



parents, we are now seeing this important issue take root in various 
bills that have been introduced over the past few sessions. And we all 
know this need is not new—a plan for expanding childcare was even 
featured in the 1984 Democratic Party Platform. Like Harry Truman, I 
prefer to think about the best way to serve the interests of Texans, 
without caring about who ultimately takes the credit. 

 

Why are you running for this office? 

I’m running for this office because I am worried about the direction 
Texas is headed. This state has been under the rule of the Republican 
Party for 30 years, and we are dead last in education, ease of voting, 
mental health access, electric grid reliability, air quality, health 
insurance coverage—the list is long and depressing. I have two little 
girls, and I want them to live in a safe, clean, and well-managed state. I 
want them to have access to an outstanding public school education. I 
want the economy to thrive with multi-national businesses that come 
do business in this state because it has a well-educated population that 
enjoys an excellent quality of life. 

 

Why should voters choose you over your opponent? 

I have the freedom and fortitude to speak my mind and maintain 
independence from my political party. My opponent cannot say the 
same. Far right extremism greatly pressures Republican lawmakers and 
leads to ideological decisions that are not common sense and are not 
what Texans want – e.g. the abortion ban. 

My opponent does not put public interest over party politics. She 
cannot criticize former President Trump, and cannot publicly say that 
he lost the 2020 election. Rep. Button cannot vote against controversial 



bills introduced by members of her party, and refuses to discuss her 
voting record with her own constituents. She marches in lockstep with 
the most extreme members of her party. Not discussing her extreme 
voting record will not make it disappear. 

SB 8 has hurt Texans who can no longer access their reproductive 
rights. Even though she voted for it, Rep. Button has been radio silent 
about the harm it has brought people in her district. Abolishing the 
tampon tax does not make up for taking away our bodily autonomy and 
the freedom to make healthcare decisions. Saving a few bucks on a box 
of menstrual pads will not make up for putting a $10,000 bounty on the 
body of each Texas woman. 

SB 1 has made it more difficult for Texans to vote, and Rep. Button has 
not answered to constituents on why she voted for a bill that 
supposedly was in response to voter fraud, when no evidence of 
widespread voter fraud was ever produced. 

Rep. Button voted “Present Not Voting” on Permitless Open Carry, even 
after Police Chiefs across Texas traveled to the Capitol to testify that 
their jobs would become more dangerous if this bill was passed. 
Allowing untrained and unlicensed people to carry guns in public has 
not made us safer. 

Voting for me will ensure that HD 112 gets a Representative who is 
accountable to voters, not the extremists in our state. I am an 
independent voice that will always vote in the best interest of Texans, 
and will fight to protect and expand our rights. 

 

If elected, what will be your top three priorities? 

- Overturn SB 8 and other extreme abortion laws, and get the 
government out of our healthcare decisions 



- Make all aspects of voting easy and convenient 

- Invest in Texas and Texans, in a way that is truly “fiscally conservative” 
in the sense of being a steward of resources. That means taking care of 
our infrastructure and power grid, funding public schools and teachers, 
expanding broadband access, and expanding Medicaid. 

 

What is the biggest challenge your constituents face and how would 
you address it? 

The biggest challenge to constituents in House District 112 is economic 
prosperity and security. Texas needs to remain a business-friendly 
state. This includes recognizing that far-right policies can turn off 
attractive employers and keep them away from Texas, or cause a brain 
drain of talent that doesn’t want to put up with extremism. The state 
should make Texas a place where anybody can do business. Respecting 
companies’ internal employee policies, like covering travel for 
reproductive healthcare, must be the norm. 

When I’m knocking on doors, the biggest concern I’m hearing is that 
people feel they are paying too much for electricity and grocery staples, 
and they want something done to relieve their burdens. Governor 
Abbott has made many mistakes that have driven up our cost of living. 
By not holding energy companies accountable to maintain their 
equipment, they have passed this cost along to the consumer. Any 
small business owner knows that maintaining equipment is the price of 
doing business. Why are these energy companies getting special 
treatment, and why are we paying for it? And why are legislators like 
my opponent not demanding accountability? 

Gov. Abbott’s unchecked closing of the border to truck traffic also had 
disastrous results. The State Government should be easing our supply 



chain burdens, not adding to them. We need to try to find ways to 
reduce our cost of living instead of increasing it with cheap political 
stunts, which are unhelpful and not productive. 

As Tarrant County Judge Whitley so eloquently explained, the state of 
Texas is collecting tax revenue and creating a massive cash stockpile, 
and not investing a penny in the state and the people living here. The 
tax windfall is so high, and those tax dollars should be used to improve 
our quality of life. 

 

Do you agree that both major parties seem to have shifted further 
from center? How will your leadership promote compromise and not 
division? 

I can partner with anyone who is fair-minded and is willing to put in the 
hard work for the good of this state and the amazing Texans who live 
here. I am excited about partnering with any Legislator who is willing to 
work for the Texas people. 

But let’s be clear about the “both sides” argument. Both sides are not 
equal in this discussion. One party wants to provide meaningful 
benefits to voters, such as capping the cost of insulin and accepting 
Medicaid expansion. The other wants to overturn a fair election by 
using violence, and wants to dictate to voters on how they should live 
their lives. The parties are not the same, and any media insistence on 
pretending that they are the same is pushing our country further into 
authoritarianism. The modern day Republican Party wants to keep 
people from voting, and they want to take away people’s rights to 
decide their own healthcare, and support reducing investments in 
public schools and teachers. I miss the Chamber of Commerce 
Republican Party who would be concerned about the deficit and how to 



pay for our obligations, not about how to best punish their opponents 
at the expense of what is best for the voters. 

Thankfully, there are many voters in Texas who have drifted away from 
the “Stop the Steal” conspiracy theories and want to see elected 
officials work together to make Texas the best it can be. Those voters 
can count on me to keep their priorities at the forefront of decision-
making. 

 

What election reforms are needed to protect the integrity of the vote 
and access to voting? 

There has been no evidence that the current voting process has 
experienced widespread fraud or impropriety. It is truly shameful that 
the right-wing media allows a group of far-right extremists to set the 
narrative without any fact-checking or requests for evidence. What has 
happened to the vaunted fourth estate? 

The great news about our voting process is that there are checks and 
balances that enable election officials to detect criminal activity. The 
few voter fraud cases per year that occur nationwide should give us 
peace of mind that the system works to prevent and address the rare 
case of election fraud. 

It is truly a shame that Texas is the most restrictive state when it comes 
to voting. An analysis published by the Texas Tribune just last year 
placed Texas dead last in ease and convenience of voting. Isn’t the 
entire point of government to make our lives easier? Online voter 
registration is prohibited in Texas. Universal mail-in voting is prohibited 
in Texas. Same day voter registration is prohibited in Texas. Automatic 
registration is prohibited in Texas. 24 hour voting, multiple drop boxes 
for ballots, and drive-through voting was prohibited in Texas in the last 



Legislative session. Shouldn’t we expect our state government to make 
our lives easier instead of placing obstacles in our path to exercise our 
rights? 

Other states such as Washington and Colorado have employed 
universal mail-in voting for years, and there has been no evidence of 
widespread fraud. What has kept Texas from joining these states to 
make voting easier? What are opponents of making voting more 
accessible afraid of? 

 

How should Texas improve school funding? Did HB3 go far enough? 
What does the next chapter of Texas education look like? 

HB 3 is a good first step, but there is still a long way to go. We saw that 
there was still room for improvement last year when the Legislature 
passed the so-called HB 3 “Cleanup Bill” (HB 1523) that ended up being 
over 60 pages of changes and updates to the original bill as passed. 

The bottom line is that school funding will always be a subject that 
requires constant vigilance to make sure that we are funding the type 
of education that Texas students deserve. Texas still ranks in the 
bottom 20 of per student funding. While it is not inexpensive to fully 
fund our public schools, we should view this cost as a sound investment 
for a prosperous Texas economy. 

 

 

 



Do you support public charter schools as part of the broader 
educational landscape? Should the state fund expansion of those 
programs? 

I do not support charter schools as part of the broader educational 
landscape. The state should not fund expansion of these programs 
because this will undermine public schools which most Texans rely on. 

 

Should Texas expand Medicaid eligibility? Why or why not? 

The state should have expanded Medicaid years ago. Texans are paying 
federal taxes every year and shortsighted state leaders have left billions 
of dollars on the table! You can’t say you want to run state government 
like a business and then leave money on the table. Expanding Medicaid 
is the right thing to do for people, but it also will be a boon to our 
economy. 

 

What should our state’s role be in border security and addressing 
humanitarian crises at the border? 

For better or for worse, the responsible party for border security is the 
federal government. There are currently more Border Patrol agents in 
service than there have ever been in our history. This has resulted in 
increased apprehensions and seizures of dangerous substances like 
fentanyl. Texas elected officials should continue to request that the 
federal government enforce immigration laws, while also encouraging 
federal lawmakers to reform the immigration process. The last 
substantive immigration reform was in 1986, when former President 
Reagan granted amnesty to undocumented immigrants living in the 
United States. I'm not sure what the solution is to improve our 



immigration process, but it is time to revisit and update the 
immigration code, and bring these laws into the 21st century. 

That being said, it doesn’t mean that the state cannot have a role in 
border security, but it should be as a partner with the federal 
authorities to create efficiencies in meeting our shared goals, such as 
ascertaining that the facilities that migrants are placed in meet humane 
and safe standards. The state should also monitor the actions of the 
federal government to make sure that migrants are processed in an 
efficient and secure manner. 

Texas should also avoid miscalculations like the current Governor’s 
Operation Lone Star. This boondoggle has cost Texas taxpayers $4 
Billion dollars and counting, and has resulted in several Texas National 
Guard service member deaths. Because the federal government has the 
sole authority to enforce immigration laws, Gov. Abbott has directed 
DPS and the National Guard to arrest migrants on trespassing charges. 
Processing these misdemeanors does nothing but clog up our jails and 
our court system. 

 

How should Texas support and regulate its energy industry? And how 
can the state also ensure public safety and environmental 
stewardship? 

One of the best ways to support the energy industry is by supporting 
the workers that keep it running. We need to make sure there are 
hospitals in rural areas, that public schools are well-funded and staffed 
by certified teachers, and that people who work in the energy industry 
can enjoy clean air and clean water. 

If we learned anything from the last few years of power outages and 
rolling blackouts, it is that the past 30 years of energy regulation has 



not met the moment. The state refuses to have meaningful oversight 
reform, choosing to look the other way instead of making sure that our 
energy sector and natural areas are well maintained and suited for 
growth. Texas has approximately 7,400 abandoned oil and gas wells 
that have not been capped, leaving these wells to leak harmful 
pollutants into the environment. We cannot allow companies to treat 
our beautiful state this way. Thankfully, President Biden’s Infrastructure 
bill will grant Texas $25 million, which is enough to cap 800 abandoned 
wells. While it is a good start, we still have thousands of abandoned 
wells to contend with. I believe in personal responsibility--let’s make 
sure these companies are responsible for all necessary maintenance 
and cleanup. 

The DFW Metroplex has been in non-attainment for air pollution for 
decades, and has recently been reclassified by the EPA from “serious” 
to “severe.” Constant exposure to air pollution has wreaked havoc on 
our health in Dallas County. Just earlier this month, scientists at Francis 
Crick Institute and University College London outlined how air pollution 
can change lung cell structures to cause lung cancer in never-smokers. 
TCEQ enforcement authority is hindered by bureaucracy that needs to 
change. There is no reason why industries cannot make profit without 
polluting. Texans are enterprising and creative, and can solve the most 
difficult of problems. Acting like the only way to turn a profit is to make 
our state uninhabitable is not a Texan way of thinking. 

 

What policies would you support to improve race relations? 

I appreciated the recent Racial Equity Policy that the Dallas City Council 
passed by a nearly unanimous vote. I think acknowledging the issues in 
the past that have brought us to our present is a good start. The plan 
includes over 200 measurable goals that the City will publish on its 
website to give residents the opportunity to follow along and learn 



more about what their City is doing to heal some of these fractured 
relationships. 

There is always more room for improvement. For instance, state laws 
prohibit local governments from requiring water breaks for 
construction workers. Since most construction workers are people of 
color, cities like Dallas are hindered in their quest for equity by the 
state. Similarly, the state puts roadblocks in the way of cities enacting 
sick leave policies and other measures that create more equity. Electing 
candidates like me who believe that local governments should not be 
micromanaged by the state of Texas will ensure that these ordinances 
will be successful in addressing inequities. 

 

What would you do as a legislator to ensure Texas children are safe at 
school? Would you support red flag laws or expanded background 
checks? 

I do support red flag laws and expanded background checks. I would 
also support safe storage laws. Responsible gun owners like me know 
how to handle guns and how to store them, and we are tired of the 
irresponsible gun owners in Texas who leave guns out within easy 
reach, or who lend guns to people with a history of threatening 
violence toward themselves or others. Common sense isn’t very 
common anymore, is it? Passing common sense gun laws that would 
protect all of us seems like it would be a no-brainer, but unfortunately, 
it doesn’t seem that there aren't enough brains or backbones in the 
Texas Legislature who would stand up to the gun lobby. 

 

Texans, along with the rest of the nation, are grappling with how to 
understand our history and how to teach it to the next generation. 



How should America’s history of slavery and racial discrimination be 
taught in schools? 

I studied history in college, and I’ve had a lifelong interest in reading 
nonfiction books about our nation’s past. I think it is important to study 
all our history, warts and all. I’ve never believed that the men and 
women of our past are perfect, and we can learn both from their 
heroism and their mistakes. Harry Truman, who I mentioned earlier as 
one of my most admired political leaders, was also the only world 
leader in human history to have ordered the use of two nuclear 
weapons on inhabited cities. 

Former President Truman achieved so much for the American people at 
home, but caused so much destruction and pain in Japan. The part of 
me that wants to make government more perfect and efficient rejoices 
at his domestic accomplishments. The part of me who cares about the 
well-being and safety of all human beings recoils at his decision to use 
atomic bombs. How can I reconcile these two competing emotions? 

History, as we learn and relearn every day, can make us uncomfortable 
and sad. Since we cannot visit the past and change things for the 
better, the best we can do is make sure that our descendants do not 
feel uncomfortable and sad when they learn about the things we have 
done today. Will they rejoice or recoil? Only we can decide. 

 

There has been conflict recently over books in Texas public schools 
that may not be appropriate for kids. What role should politicians play 
in deciding what’s appropriate? What categories of books concern 
you most? 

The conflict over books in Texas schools was instigated by far-right 
extremist factions, and many in the media happily went along with the 



clickbait headlines, often because more controversy translates to more 
views, which translates to increased profit for journalism’s new 
business model. 

That being said, politicians should play no role in deciding what’s 
appropriate reading material for children. That is the parent’s 
responsibility, and no politician should usurp a parent’s place in 
deciding what is best for their own child. School districts across Texas 
already have parental permission processes in place for books that may 
be considered controversial by some, and I encourage parents to use 
these processes to opt their own children out of reading books they 
might object to. I also encourage parents to support Texas teachers, 
who have had a difficult past few years with Covid, gun violence in 
schools, and book controversies. 

When I started Kindergarten in 1985, I could not speak a word of 
English. My teachers nurtured me, encouraged me when I was 
frustrated, held my hand when I was sad, and helped me discover my 
love of reading. My life changed for the better around the age of eight 
when I began reading books like The Hobbit, The Secret Garden, and 
Black Beauty. My parents never censored the types of books I was 
reading, and I do not censor the books my own daughters can read. 
With the Internet in easy reach, and containing far more controversial 
images and text within, it doesn’t make sense to censor library books in 
such an extreme way. 

 

Would you consider expanding gambling to increase state revenue? 

Yes. 

 



With the Supreme Court’s decision in Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s 
Health, the question of abortion law has been returned to the states. 
What kind of law should Texas have on abortion? Are you happy with 
SB8? (Please be specific about things like gestational ages, exceptions 
for rape, etc.) 

Rep. Button voted in favor of SB 8, a bill that 9 out of 10 Texans 
disagree with, because they think it is too extreme and goes too far. 
Placing $10,000 bounties on the bodies of people who obtain abortions 
and those who help them only seeks to punish Texans when they are at 
their most vulnerable. Having no exceptions for rape, incest, or the 
health of the mother makes this odious bill one of the worst that the 
Texas legislature has ever passed. We’ve all read the reports of women 
having to be placed on ventilators because they have gone into sepsis 
waiting for hospital boards and their lawyers to approve this medically 
necessary procedure. This is outrageous, and should not be happening 
in Texas. 

Roe v. Wade has always been the compromise. This Supreme Court 
decision made abortion available for those who needed it, and those 
who never needed an abortion would never need to worry about the 
procedure at all. Controlling the decisions of others and diminishing our 
freedoms seems to be the end game with this endless abortion debate, 
and isn’t that the most un-American thing you can think of? 

 

 


