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Matthew 5:13-16 (NRSV)-

13‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how
can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but
is thrown out and trampled under foot.

14You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be
hidden. 1> No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel
oasket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the
house. ¢ |n the same way, let your light shine before others, so
that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in
heaven.
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Matthew 5:17-20 (NRSV)-

17 ‘Do not think that | have come to abolish the law or the
prophets; | have come not to abolish but to fulfil. 8 For truly | tell
you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one
stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is
accomplished. 12 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of
these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be
called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them anc
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 2° For
tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes anc
Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.




6 Antitheses




Jesus and Moses: Matthew 5:17-48

5:17-20 Not to Abolish . ..
The General Principle But to Fulfill . . .
“I have come .. .”

Murder (5:21-26)
Adultery (5:27-30)

5:21-48 Divorce (5:31-32)
Six Specific Examples Oaths (5:33-37)
“It was said . ..yetlsay...” Retaliation (5:38-42)

Enemies (5:43-48)



Matthew 5:21-26 (NRSV)-

21 ‘You have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, “You shall not
murder”; and “whoever murders shall be liable to judgement.” 22 But | say to
you that if you are angry with a brother or sister, you will be liable to
judgement; and if you insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the
council; and if you say, “You fool”, you will be liable to the hell of fire. 22 So
when you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that your
brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift there before the
altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or sister,and then come and
offer your gift. 2 Come to terms quickly with your accuser while you are on
the way to court with him, or your accuser may hand you over to the judge,
and the judge to the guard, and you will be thrown into prison. 26 Truly | tell
you, you will never get out until you have paid the last penny.






Matthew 5:27-32 (NRSV)-

27 ‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall not commit adultery.” 22 But |
say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already
committed adultery with her in his heart. 2°If your right eye causes you to
sin, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for you to lose one of your
members than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 3% And if your
right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is better for you
to lose one of your members than for your whole body to go into hell.

311t was also said, “Whoever divorces his wife, let him give her a certificate
of divorce.” 32But | say to you that anyone who divorces his wife, except on
the ground of unchastity, causes her to commit adultery; and whoever
marries a divorced woman commits adultery.
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Matthew 5:33-42 (NRSV)-

33‘Again, you have heard that it was said to those of ancient times, “You shall not
swear falsely, but carry out the vows you have made to the Lord.” 3*But | say to
you, Do not swear at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 3> or by the
earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great
King. 3¢ And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or
black. 37 Let your word be “Yes, Yes” or “No, No”; anything more than this comes
from the evil one.

38 ‘You have heard that it was said, “An eye for an eye and a tooth for a
tooth.” 3°But | say to you, Do not resist an evildoer. But if anyone strikes you on
the right cheek, turn the other also; 49and if anyone wants to sue you and take
your coat, give your cloak as well; 4 and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go
also the second mile. 42 Give to everyone who begs from you, and do not refuse
anyone who wants to borrow from you.






Matthew 5:43-48 (NRSV)-

43‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbor
and hate your enemy.” 44 But | say to you, Love your enemies and
pray for those who persecute you, %> so that you may be children of
your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on
the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the
unrighteous. ¢ For if you love those who love you, what reward do
you have? Do not even the tax-collectors do the same? 47 And if
yvou greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing
than others? Do not even the Gentiles do the same? % Be perfect,
therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.






Section

Love for Enemies

Judging Others

Tree and Its Fruit

The Wise and Foolish
Builders

Verses

27-36

37-42

43-45

46-49

Summary

Jesus commands love, blessing,
generosity, and mercy toward those
who wrong us.

Calls for mercy, forgiveness, and
humility; warns against hypocrisy.

Our actions and words reveal our
inner spiritual condition.

True discipleship is shown by
obedience to Jesus’ words, building
on a solid foundation.



Luke 6:27-36 (NRSV)-

27‘But | say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, %2 bless
those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. ?° If anyone strikes you on the
cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold
even your shirt. 3° Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your
goods, do not ask for them again. 3! Do to others as you would have them do to you.

32‘If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those
who love them. 33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you?
For even sinners do the same. 3%If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive,
what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 3% But
love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be
great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the
wicked. 3¢ Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.






Luke 6:37-42 (NRSV)-

37‘Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be

condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you. A
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your
lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.’

39 He also told them a parable: ‘Can a blind person guide a blind person? Will not
both fall into a pit? 4% A disciple is not above the teacher, but everyone who is fully
qualified will be like the teacher. ** Why do you see the speck in your neighbor’s
eye, but do not notice the log in your own eye? 42 Or how can you say to your
neighbor, “Friend, let me take out the speck in your eye”, when you yourself do not
see the log in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye,
and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your neighbor’s eye.
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Luke 6:43-45 (NRSV)-

43 ‘No good tree bears bad fruit, nor again does a bad tree bear
good fruit; 44 for each tree is known by its own fruit. Figs are not
gathered from thorns, nor are grapes picked from a bramble
bush. 4> The good person out of the good treasure of the heart
produces good, and the evil person out of evil treasure produces
evil; for it is out of the abundance of the heart that the mouth
speaks.
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Luke 6:46-49 (NRSV)-

4 ‘Why do you call me “Lord, Lord”, and do not do what | tell
you? 4| will show you what someone is like who comes to me, hears
my words, and acts on them. 4 That one is like a man building a
house, who dug deeply and laid the foundation on rock; when a
flood arose, the river burst against that house but could not shake it,
because it had been well built. 4° But the one who hears and does
not act is like a man who built a house on the ground without a
foundation. When the river burst against it, immediately it fell, and
great was the ruin of that house.












Adelphi Benediction

ay the Lord Bless You and Keep You.

May the Lord Make His Face to Shine Upon You. And Be Gracious Unto You.

May the Lord Lift Up His Countenance Upon You and Give You Peace. Amen!
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