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Introduction

[T NEVER OCCURRED TO ME 45 years ago, when I arrived out in Burnaby

from Ontario as a rookie policeman, that I'd one day attempt to

produce a "picture” book on Vancouver. It would be wrong to say
that I wrote a book on the “Terminal City" or "Saltwater City"
because, luckily for me, several friends and associates agreed
to do most of the writing to free me up to sleuth for pictures.
A Vancouver photographer once said, "I am photography, and
thereby I am history,” and that's exactly how I felt on a cold day
in November 1982 when I sat half-frozen but exhilarated in a
helicopter 2,000 feet above ground taking photographs of the
inflation of BC Place Stadium. It was at the time of Expo 86
that the idea for a book titled "Vancovuer Exposed" was first
formed, and it has taken until 2010, just slightly ahead of the

city's 125" anniversary, to make the dream a reality.

The City of Vancouver had some incredible
landscape and portrait photographers in
the early days, and fortunately over a
million of these images have survived
in the Vancouver City Archives and the
Vancouver Public Library. It's been very
exciting and rewarding for me to go

through their archives and select photos

Author's Grandson Liam Wocknitz enjoys a that I subsequently restored for this book.

ride at the Carousel Pavilion at the Burnaby

Museum. The carousel was a featured attraction
at the Pacific National Exhibition at Hasting possession of pioneer Vancouver families, and [ thank them for

Park between 1925 and 1960. Hardly ever has allowing me into their homes to scan photographs or photograph
a single location seen as much enjoyment

Many outstanding photographs are still in the

. heirlooms. A “history in photographs” of Vancouver can never be
and sadness over the past 125 years as this

site, originally called New Brighton. complete. On the one hand, there are too many images to choose

from, many depicting the same subjects, and on the other hand,
there are gaps. So rather than trying to produce a photographic
record that couldn't be complete, I have selected images according
to the following criteria: first, I feel the photos should be visually
rewarding; second, I chose images that have previously not been
widely distributed; and third, my priority lay with pictures that are
interesting in the sense that they have a story to tell. The result is
doubtless a very personal selection, but one I hope the public will

appreciate.
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Although the photographs on one level speak for themselves, I felt
that some readers would like to know the related stories in words as
well. And here I chose the same approach that I used for the pictures:
I am not trying to present a new complete history of Vancouver,
but rather I selected stories that go with the photographs I found
interesting. Wherever possible I included personal accounts, as they,

like the pictures, create the liveliest images in the reader’s mind.

Although the seed for this book was planted more than 25 years ago,

it began in earnest only two years ago, and since then I've collected

almost enough material for two books.

I am happy to say that the production of this volume has been one of
the most enjoyable projects of my life—and the people with whom
I came into contact as a result, some of the most interesting in all
of Canada.

Donald E. Waite
Maple Ridge, July zo10

BC Place Stadium when inflated on 14
Movember 1982 was the largest air-supported
dome stadium in the world. On that crisp
and cold winter day the author was seated in
a helicopter hovering over False Creek and
snapped photographs. The top half of this
image from the BC Lions 1983 calendar is an
air photo, while the bottom half is artwork.

—

BLLIONS 1983 CALENDAR_js
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Captain Vancouver

For 10,000 vEARs the land belonged to the First Nations people.

In 1791 Don José Maria Narviez, commander of the small Spanish
sailing vessel Santa Saturnina, was the first European to ever sail
a vessel on Burrard Inlet waters. The Squamish First Nation at
Elyamu (Jericho) were astounded to see a strange apparition with
“three dead trees” on it, and elderly sages concluded that it was an
island that had broken free from its fastenings beneath the sea. The
younger braves from the village watched and saw men on board
with pallid, almost white, faces. The village elders believed that the
dead were coming back. Narviez was an explorer, and his rough

maps were perfectly intelligible to a seaman.

A year later Captain Vancouver, after whom the city was named,
arrived on the west coast in His Majesty’s Ship Discovery and began
exploring Burrard Inlet. Here's what the British Navy Captain
Vancouver wrote in his journal:
On a nearer approach it was discovered that they were a brig
and a schooner, wearing the colours of Spanish vessels of war
.. these vessels proved to be the brig Sutil, under command
of Sefior Don D. Galiano, with the schooner Mexicana,
commanded by Sefior Don C. Valdés. Sefior Galiano, who
spoke a little English, informed me that they had sailed from
MNootka on the 5 of June to complete an examination of the

Gulf of Georgia, which had, in the preceding year 1971, been
surveyed by some Spanish naval officers whose chart they

produced.

On 13 June 1791 Captain Vancouver and some sailors took two boats
and paddled them through the First Narrows to the eastern end of
Burrad Inlet. As the boats passed through the narrows, First Nations
braves from the village of Whoi-Whoi greeted them in dugout canoes
and showered the strangers with great handfuls of soft white down
feathers. These floated on the surface of the water and gave the first
white visitors a hearty welcome. The sailors slept on the beach at the
easternmost end of Burrard Inlet and left early the next morning for

the mother ship.

Captain Vancouver's ship Discovery was a British warship adequately

equipped with the finest surveying instruments.

Opposite Top

Before photography, there was painting.

British Mavy Captain George Vancouver is
depicted on the deck of the Spanish Brig Sutil

in conversation with Don. D. Galiano, off Point
Grey. Distinguished Canadian historical artist
|ohn Innes was commissioned in the mid-
twentieth century to recreate this 1792 moment.

Opposite Bottom

Another John Innes oil painting shows
Captain Vancouver and some sailors
in two small skiffs, accompanied by
friendly local First Nations men in

dugout canoes exploring Burrard Inlet. The
Lions can be seen in the background.

Following Pages

Today's celebrated marine artist John
Horton of Richmond depicts the same
scene as Captain Vancouver and his crew
entered the First Narrows to explore Burrard
Inlet and are greeted by the locals.

Early Colonization 15













Ustlawn *
v |Mission Rese
; :"'-fl_-r

. I l'-llﬂllll-"".ll‘:“" I
Homulcheson g
(Capilano)

4

BT

i
=

. tll-*. :

i-Wio

“"Whao

W

=T e

|
3
el i 7

- o oHLN

=g b
* vahunz
(Prospect Point)

BEFORE THE WHITE MAN CAME. Burrard Inlet and English Bay were strewn with First Nation villages and
landmarks at the arrival of Captain Vancouver in 1792. The familiar places were first recorded by City
Archivist James Skitt Matthews in the mid-1930s and were overlaid in 2010 on artist Jim McKenzie's oil
interpretation of the ancient landscape, showing the continued use of the region’s major sites.
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LOOKING EAST FROM 10,000 FEET. The aerial
photographer and author attempted to recreate
Jim McKenzie's oil painting of 1792 to show

the dramatic changes to Greater Vancouver in
just over two hundred years. This photograph,
taken from 10,000 feet, shows the damage
from storms. On 19 December 2006 a series
of storms battered Vancovuer with near-
hurricane worce winds that uprooted or simply
snapped 1,000 of Stanley Park’'s first growth
Western Red Cedar and Douglas Fir trees in the
e vicinity of Prospect Point and Siwash Rock.
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LOOKING EAST FROM 10,000 FEET. The aerial
photographer and author attempted to recreate
Jim McKenzie's oil painting of 1792 to show

the dramatic changes to Greater Vancouver in
just over two hundred years. This photograph,
taken from 10,000 feet, shows the damage
from storms. On 19 December 2006 a series
of storms battered Vancovuer with near-
hurricane worce winds that uprooted or simply
snapped 1,000 of Stanley Park's first growth
Western Red Cedar and Douglas Fir trees in the
vicinity of Prospect Point and Siwash Rock.

2 R Wy PN, el

.1 “."'\- - }m“'h;_r
. - —

-

Mmedale
(Estahlahk)

Brockton Point wg,
(Paapeeak) %

Lumberman's Arch
(Whei-Whoi | Jl:war:w:z] m ‘u‘_

First Narrows - Beaver Lake
(Ahka-chu)
"'h.‘_-‘-‘“-"‘
“ ) ! - o L - R ough pn Street
',# L L P ' 7 (Ay-ay-aul-shun)  °
i Lo | " T

Prmpct:t Point

¢
(Sahunz)
\

Stanley Park
(Slahkayulsh)

(Staitwouk)







father, when Vancouver was Port Granville, a lumber- fuelled saloon

village, before the coming of the railway.

Supple Jack had chosen to ignore the designation of numerous
Squamish villages on the peninsula as part of a government reserve,
but he did cut himself a deal with the Royal Engineers (185g9-1863)
for surveying work and built himself up some livestock. “We had 12
cows running around and & pigs, [sold meat] to the logging camp...”
They had stables with two horses. “The horses always used to have
a big time on Queen's Day; race in Victoria, Westminster; ...my
father made lots of money winning race.” Other times they just
rode. “When we wanted to ride to town there was a trail right
round the head of what is now Lost Lagoon, around by Second
Beach... a trail through the forest from Chaythoos to Gastown.”

The Khatsahlano family was the only family at Chaythoos, butjust to
the east, 11 families occupied the ancient village of Whoi Whoi, site
of today’s Lumberman's Arch. “The big house was about 6oo feet
long and Go feet wide. That was the real powwow house,” recalled
Khatsahlano, “six families lived in it." The rest of the families lived
in smaller homes strung along the waterfront, according to sketches
he later drew for Major Matthews. There were also the houses of
the dead, native graves all along the First Narrows, those with glass
panes indicating high rank. By 1883, Supple Jack was interred in

one of them.

August Jack's hard-playing, hard-working father was kicked while
milking a cow and hit his head against the stall. “The grave where
my father was buried had a cedar shake roof, and it was on cedar
posts. It was about ten feet long and six feet wide. Lots of room for a
coffin inside. And there were glass windows all around. The coffin

was covered with a red blanket.”

Things got hard for the Khatsahlano family. Qwywhat had to milk
the cows and deliver five gallons by canoe every morning to the
region’s largest employer, the Hastings Sawmill. The young August
Jack and his brother would rake herring at Coal Harbour, where
the harvest was plentiful. But it was not easy for a young boy to
manoeuvre a canoe in the currents around Brockton Point to
Chaythoos, and the family talked about making a more permanent
move to the sheltered waters of False Creek. It took a surveyor's axe

to make that happen.

When August Jack was a young man rambling
along a traditional trail from Kitsilano Beach to

Jericho on what is now the natural foreshore of
Point Grey Road, he came across the remains
of the old Cariboo Tractor. The tractor had seen
its day, paid its dues building the Cariboo Road
through the Interior in the 1860s, and then later
served in the logging camp at Jericho as Jerry
Rogers's steam tractor. Khatsahlano's words

to Major Matthews upon donating to the City
Archives this lacrosse ball that he hand-carved
from its rubber tire, | took the rubber from
the old junk as was lying on the beach at the
foot of MacDonald Street. They put the engine
on a scow and took it away; they were through
logging. After that, oxen were used, mules

and skid road —it was cheaper. They took

the engine to the Hastings Mill." On display

at the Old Hastings Mill Store Museum.

pressING UP. Chief August Jack Khatsahlano looking regal in buckskin and feathered headdress of the Prairies. Circa 1g930.
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