SHEPPARD'S

HANEY SEWING & SOUND

22381 Dewdney Trunk Road, Maple Ridge

604-467-3884

AUDIO
Home Theatra

VIDEO
Plasma TV
LOD TV

APPLIANCES
Built-in

Lifestyle Systems Free Standing
Home Automation

Custom Installation

Microwave Cvens
SEWING MACHINES
Sales & Service

Blu-ray Players
DVD Players
Satellite Systems

Stan Pavlov began selling real estate in 1987 and
that year sold more acreage than all the other
realtors in Maple Ridge and Pitt Meadows combined.
| like towork on bigger deals because they are
mare challenging,” Stan says. But he enjoys the
diversity in the real estate business and also takes
on listings that invelve ALR, industrial, commercial,
farm and residential properties.

Stan would like to thank all of his past clients and
has no intentions of hanging up that big-brimmed
hat of his yet. He i1s excited to work

with new clients, and with his
years of experience, feels

he is well qualified and
prepared to meet new
challenges.

Call Stan Pavlov
604-319-7826

Owned by Michelle & John Wocknitz, Single
Source Rentals specializes in contractor and
homeowner equipment & tool rentals.

Our experienced staff is comfortable assisting
you in selecting the right tool to complete your
homeowner project, or working with you to
rmanage your on-site inventory requirements.

We offer a full line of rental equipment, includ-
ing outdoor landscaping tools, aerial equipment,
saws, scaffolding, and concrete equipment.
And we can't forget about our larger equipment
such as skid steer loaders, bobeats, reach fork-
lifts, aerial lifts, track loaders and attachments.

17957 Kennedy Road

Pitt Meadows, BC 604-465-1377

www.singlesourcerentals.com
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Opposite

Executives of the Canadian Club and
the two future Kings of the United
Kingdom, 19 August 1927.
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Unknown

Edward G. Baynes
James G. Todhunter
R. A. 5impson

W. 0. Banfield

H. W. Long (Chief of Palice)
W.|. Baird

J- Lukin Johnson

R. Marpole

Williarm Harold Malkin
G. Farrell

Unknown

W Daltan

|. ). Banfield

C. 5. McHarg

Reverend P. T. Pilkey

F. F. S5chooly

A. E. Foreman

J. H. Griffin

Captain Leckey

J-¥. R. Dunlep

A.F. Lascelles

Louis D. Taylor, Mayor of Vancouver
Brigadier-General Victor W. Odlum
Honourable |ames Horace King,

Federal Minister of Public Warks

HRH Prince Edward (later King Edward VII)
William Carey Ditmars, President

of the Canadian Club

HRH Prince Ceorge (later King George VI)
Honourable Peter Heenan,

Federal Minister of Labour

F. R. McD Russell, King's Counsel
Brigadier General G.F. Trotter,

Military Secretary to His Royal Highnesses

Two Future Kings

The two sons of King George V were guests in the second Hotel
Vancouver. They arrived by train on 19 August 1927 to participate
in the city's celebrations for the Diamond Jubilee of Confederation.
The Prince of Wales and his brother Prince George together with
the Right Honourable Stanley Baldwin, the Prime Minister of
England, had arrived in Montreal on 31 July 1927. Baldwin and
the princes travelled in eastern Canada together before he sailed
from Sydney, NS, on 18 August 1927 for England. The highlight
for the royal brothers was very likely the time they spent at Prince
Edward's 10,000-acre ranch in the foothills of the Rocky Mountains
in Alberta.

The two men, 33 and 31 years old respectively, stepped off the train
in Vancouver only to learn that Premier John Oliver had passed
away a day earlier. Without so much as a moment to collect their
thoughts, the two princes began what can only be described as a
24/7 tour of the city. The dignitaries’ first stop was at the Pacific
National Exhibition, where they were given a ride on the giant roller
coaster before being whisked off to a photo opportunity on the roof
top of the Hotel Vancouver that was followed by a luncheon with
1,200 Canadian Club members. They afterwards tock in a game of
golf, visited a military hospital, and met with dignitaries—before

attending a ball and dance in their honour.

An excerpt from the older brother’s short speech perhaps gave a clue

to his thoughts on becoming the next King of England:
Gentlemen, as | expect you have found out, it is not a bad
thing to have two strings in one’s bow. | am now in that happy
position today: my second string is my young brother, who,
having shared with me in our wonderful tour through Canada
and in the hospitality you have shown us today, is anxious to
tell you in his own words how much he has enjoyed it. | must
not keep him, or you, waiting any longer.

In retrospect Prince Edward’s speech and the comments about
having a second arrow in the bow could be taken as a premonition
of what was to happen later. When King George V died in 1936,
Prince Edward became King Edward VIII, but only briefly. He fell
in love with an American divorcee, and Prime Minster Baldwin told
him that for political and religious reasons he could not marry her
and remain king. Edward decided to abdicate the throne to marry
the love of his life. After stepping down, he was created the Duke
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Scrunched between many Vancouver dignitaries, the two sons of King George V—The Prince of Wales and
Prince George— are the youngest members of the group for a photo opportunity on the rooftop of the second

Hotel Vancouver. Having just returned from a roller coaster ride at the Pacific National Exhibition and aware

they would each be giving speeches to a large group, the two future kings appear most uncomfortable.

of Windsor and in 1938 toured Nazi Germany. During the Second
World War Sir Winston Churchill, the new Prime Minister of
England, aware that the Duke was a Nazi sympathizer, moved him

“out of the way” to the Bahamas as its Governor.

His replacement younger brother George became King George VI
and ruled during the tumultuous Second World War. Although
Britain and its allies ultimately won the war, the United States and
the Soviet Union began to rise as world powers and the British

Empire declined, paving the way for the Cold War.
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The Builders of Vancouver

by William H. Gallagher, last survivor of the first City Council,
on the inauguration of civic government, 10 May 1886.

Vancouver Historical Journal 1966

THE FIRsT couNciL MEETING Was held in the sitting room of the Old Court
House, which faced the sea, on Water Street, where the Number 1 Fire
Hall was afterwards. The building stood back about ten feet from
Water Street; the front door and sitting room windows faced Water
Street. The interior of the sitting room was about ten feet wide and
twenty feet long, was lined with plain cedar V-joint, and lighted at
night by a large coal oil lamp. Four doors in a row took up most of the

long side opposite the windows, and opened into four prison cells.

At the appointed hour, the Mayor and Aldermen-elect, and some

others, I think in all about twenty-one—meore could not have found
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standing room—crowded into the small sitting room. The poll clerk, Mr.
Charles Gardner Johnson, and his Worship-elect took the head of the table.
Mr. McGuigan sat on the poll clerk’s left; I stood at Mr. McLean's right,
and was about the only person present not in some official capacity. I stood

close to His Worship's elbow.

Mayor MacLean and I had met before we came to Vancouver. He had been
purchasing agent for the government in the North West Rebellion, 188s;
he employed “a thousand” teams. I had horse feed for sale and was buying
wheat at Wolseley, thirty miles east of Qu'Appelle. Mr. MacLean had been
exceptionally courteous and considerable then, so that, afterwards, when we
were both in Vancouver and he was candidate for mayor, [ naturally desired
to return the compliment. He had little of worldly goods, scarcely a week's
board, so that the opportunity was open to me to show my appreciation of
past kindnesses. [ had also had previous experience in the establishment
of civic government at Wolseley, Assiniboia, North West Territories, and
so was more or less familiar with the procedure. Thus it was that I was at
Mr. MacLean's right hand when the initial meeting of the City Council of

Vancouver took place.

At the head of the table sat Mr. MacLean and the late Major Charles Gardner
Johnson, the poll clerk. Mr. Gardner Johnson administered the oath of
office to His Worship, and then His Worship swore in the aldermen, and
all seated themselves around the long table. Among the few present were
Mr. John Boultbee, Mr. G. F. Baldwin, Mr. ]. J. Blake, Mr. John Stewart,
Mr. Jonathan Miller, the jailer, and Mr. T. F. McGuigan. I do not recall the
others, though doubtless there were others. I stood, as a sort of godfather,
at His Worship's right.

I doubt if any of the aldermen were experienced, and after they had been
sworn in and sat down, someone asked, “What do we do next?” I said, “If
you wait a moment or two I will show you,” and I went out, around the
corner, to a little stationery and book store, Tilley's, bought a pad of writing
paper and a pen, some ink, and wrote “City of Vancouver” at the top of the

sheet, and then suggested that they should now appoint a City Clerk.

Someone moved that Mr. Thomas F. McGuigan be appointed City Clerk,
and after his appointment passed, I took pen and pad of paper and placed
it in front of Mr. McGuigan.

The second appointment was G. F. Baldwin as City Treasurer, but they
had not, as yet, twenty-five cents of civic funds for him to take care of.
The appointments continued. Mr. ]. ]. Blake was appointed City Solicitor.
He was a fine lawyer of sound judgement, and never known to make a

mistake. Mr. John Boultbee was appointed Police Magistrate.

Opposite

In 1936, Vancouver City Archivist Major |James 5.
Matthews commissioned John Innes to paint a
5 x 10—foot canvas depicting the first meeting of
the first city council that was held in a primitive
building known as "the courthouse in Granville."
By doing so the Major was not only preserving
early city artifacts but also creating them.

1 John Leask, later City Auditor

2 Joseph Mannion, pioneer in
1865 and colloquially known as
the “Mayor of Granville”

3 ). B. Henderson, one of the
first three School Trustees

% )ohn H. Carlisle, Chief of Volunteer
Fire Brigade (after the fire)

5 John Boultbee, first Magistrate

6 Malcolm A. MacLean, first
Mayor of Vancouver

1

William H. Gallagher, Electoral Campaign
Manager and later Alderman

8 Dr.W.|. McGuigan. Coroner
9 C. Gardner Johnson, Poll Clerk
10 John W. Stewart, first Chief Constable

11 Jonathan Miller, Returning Officer,
Jailer, and later Postmaster

12 Dr. Duncan Bell-Irving
15 |. R. Northcott, Alderman
1% )oseph Griffith
15 Joseph Humphries
16 Thomas Dunn

7 Lauchlan A. Hamilton
18 George F. Baldwin, first City Treasurer
19 Thomas F. McGuigan, first City Clerk
20 ). ). Blake, first City Solicitor

who drafted city charter

21 E. P. Hamilton
22 Charles A. Coldwell
25 Harry Hemlow
24 Robert Balfour

25 Peter Cordiner
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The Builders of Vancouver

by William H. Gallagher, last survivor of the first City Council,
on the inauguration of civic government, 10 May 1880.

Vancouver Historical Journal 1966

THE FirsT council MEETING was held in the sitting room of the Old Court
House, which faced the sea, on Water Street, where the Number 1 Fire
Hall was afterwards. The building stood back about ten feet from
Water Street; the front door and sitting room windows faced Water
Street. The interior of the sitting room was about ten feet wide and
twenty feet long, was lined with plain cedar V-joint, and lighted at

night by a large coal oil lamp. Four doors in a row took up most of the

long side opposite the windows, and opened into four prison cells.

At the appointed hour, the Mayor and Aldermen-elect, and some

others, I think in all about twenty-one—more could not have found
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standing room—crowded into the small sitting room. The poll clerk, Mr.
Charles Gardner Johnson, and his Worship-elect tock the head of the table.
Mr. McGuigan sat on the poll clerk’s left; I stood at Mr. McLean's right,
and was about the only person present not in some official capacity. I stood

close to His Worship's elbow,

Mayor MacLean and I had met before we came to Vancouver. He had been
purchasing agent for the government in the North West Rebellion, 188s;
he employed “a thousand” teams. I had horse feed for sale and was buying
wheat at Wolseley, thirty miles east of Qu'Appelle. Mr. MacLean had been
exceptionally courteous and considerable then, so that, afterwards, when we
were both in Vancouver and he was candidate for mayor, I naturally desired
to return the compliment. He had little of worldly goods, scarcely a week's
board, so that the opportunity was open to me to show my appreciation of
past kindnesses. | had also had previous experience in the establishment
of civic government at Wolseley, Assiniboia, North West Territories, and
=0 was more or less familiar with the procedure. Thus it was that I was at
Mr. MacLean’s right hand when the initial meeting of the City Council of

Vancouver took place.

At the head of the table sat Mr. MacLean and the late Major Charles Gardner
Johnson, the poll clerk. Mr. Gardner Johnson administered the cath of
office to His Worship, and then His Worship swore in the aldermen, and
all seated themselves around the long table. Among the few present were
Mr. John Boultbee, Mr. G. F. Baldwin, Mr. ]. ]. Blake, Mr. John Stewart,
Mr. Jonathan Miller, the jailer, and Mr. T. F. McGuigan. | do not recall the
others, though doubtless there were others. I stood, as a sort of godfather,
at His Worship's right.

I doubt if any of the aldermen were experienced, and after they had been
sworn in and sat down, someone asked, “What do we do next?” 1 said, “If
you wait a moment or two I will show you,” and I went out, around the
corner, to a little stationery and book store, Tilley's, bought a pad of writing
paper and a pen, some ink, and wrote “City of Vancouver” at the top of the
sheet, and then suggested that they should now appeint a City Clerk.

Someone moved that Mr. Thomas F. McGuigan be appointed City Clerk,
and after his appointment passed, I took pen and pad of paper and placed
it in front of Mr. McGuigan.

The second appointment was G. F. Baldwin as City Treasurer, but they
had not, as yet, twenty-five cents of civic funds for him to take care of.
The appointments continued. Mr. J. J. Blake was appointed City Solicitor.
He was a fine lawyer of sound judgement, and never known to make a

mistake. Mr. John Boultbee was appointed Police Magistrate.

Opposite

In 1936, Vancouver City Archivist Major James 5.
Matthews commissioned John Innes to paint a

5 x 10-foot canvas depicting the first meeting of
the first city council that was held in a primitive
building known as "the courthouse in Granville.

By doing so the Major was not only preserving
early city artifacts but also creating them.

1 John Leask, later City Auditor
2 Joseph Mannion, pioneer in
1865 and colloquially known as
the “Mayor of Granville”
3 ). B. Henderson, one of the
first three School Trustees
% )ohn H. Carlisle, Chief of Volunteer
Fire Brigade (after the fire)
5 John Boultbee, first Magistrate

6 Malcolm A. MacLean, first
Mayor of Vancouver

L |

William H. Gallagher, Electoral Campaign
Manager and later Alderman

8 Dr. W. ). McGuigan. Coroner
9 C. Gardner Johnson, Poll Clerk
10 John W. Stewart, first Chief Constable

11 Jonathan Miller, Returning Officer,
Jailer, and later Postmaster

12 Dr. Duncan Bell-Irving

13 |. R. Northcott, Alderman

14 Joseph Griffith

15 Joseph Humphries

16 Thomas Dunn

7 Lauchlan A. Hamilton

18 George F. Baldwin, first City Treasurer
19 Thomas F. McGuigan, first City Clerk

20 ). ). Blake, first City Solicitor
who drafted city charter

21 E. P. Hamilton

22 Charles A. Coldwell
25 Harry Hemlow

2% Robert Balfour

¥

25 Peter Cordiner
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Walter E. Graveley and E. E. Barker's Real Estate office in the 100 block of Cambie Street near Cordova Street. The top portion

of the building was used as a boarding house, while the bottom floors contained the real estate offices of E. V. Bodwell and
the partnership of Graveley and Barker, Dr. Lefevre and Dr. Robertson's surgery as well as the Palace Tobacco Shop, 1888.

Vancouver's Land Speculators

Opposite Top

James W. Horne's makeshift real estate

office was |located on the site of the future
Hudson's Bay Company Store on Granville
Street. The man with his arms folded beside
the sign is Arthur W. Ross, while the man
holding the pointer is Horne. The man seated
on the top of the log is Samuel Brighouse,
one of the “Three Greenhorn Englishmen.”

Opposite Bottom

James Welton Horne, another land speculator,
purchased a tract of land at Mission, and in 18g
had a “Grand Land Sale,” in which he sold off
300 city lots. He gave his name to three of the
city's roads: Three Mission streets are named
after him: James, Welton and Horne. Streets.

Tue Crown Corowny of British Columbia came into existence in
1858, and the British government immediately began to pre-empt
land to white settlers without much regard for the First Nations
peoples. As a result a few white settlers—for example the “Three
Greenhorns” —managed to gain control of large tracts of land that

would one day become Vancouver.

In 1871 British Columbia became a part of the Dominion of Canada
with the understanding that a railroad would connect the west coast
province with the rest of Canada within ten years. This presented
a problem when the Canadian government granted the Canadian
Pacific Railway builders a twenty-mile swath of land on either side
of the line. In so doing, the federal government neglected the rights

both of indigenous people and settlers who already occupied the
land.
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Malcolm Alexander MacLlean, Vancouver's first Mayor, arrived
in Vancouver a few months before the city's incorporation. A
Scotsman, he had been born in Tyree, Argyllshire, in 1844. As a
teacher, he taught school in Ontario before moving to New York to
do office work for the Cunard Steamship Company. He moved to
Manitoba 1878 and set up a wholesale business in Winnipeg just
ahead of the railway builders. His wholesale business supplied food
for the government troops that came west to put down the Louis
Riel Rebellion. MacLean's sister had married Arthur Wellington
Ross, a school inspector, who was a realtor in Winnipeg acting as
an advisor to William Cornelius Van Horne, the President of the
Canadian Pacific Railway. The two brothers-in-law started a real
estate business in Winnipeg. In 1884 Ross and his family moved to
Granville so he could represent the CPR interests at the “Terminal
City." Ross showed fellow realtor Walter E. Graveley a letter by Van
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and insurance business. It was Hamilton
who began surveying the former Gastown
property into lots for resale. The first
council and the builders of early Vancouver
did not seem to see any conflicts with their
roles as railway employees, realtors or both.
John M. Browning was the CPR's first
land commissioner in 1886, the city's park
commissioner in 18¢8 to 18gg, Vancouver
alderman and manager of the Vancouver
Opera House in 1890, and the first president
of Rogers Sugar in 1891

Immediately after the great fire land
speculators realized that they needed
to bring in amenities such as roads and
bridges to sell real estate, and amazingly
Vancouver had a street car service within

two years of incorporation.

Arthur Wellington Ross, a Member of
Parliament for Winnipeg, was the real
estate representative for the Canadian
Pacific Railway while he resided in

Vancouver. His brother-in-law was
Malcolm Alexander Maclean, Vancouver's
first mayor. Here Ross poses for a

William Topley portrait complete with
props such as a bowler hat, deerskin
gloves, watch fob, and walking stick.

1. i Iililli'l-l_ I"la.r'.r.n]_-.llll l...;|||‘| a4 e I"Iiulluu'rq!lhl Fa s R

The E. €. Coulding Law Office and the A. W. Ross Real Estate building situated on the south side of Hastings Street
between Homer and Hamilton Streets, 1886. City archivist Major James 5. Matthews believed the gentleman by the
chair was Malcolm Alexander MacLean, Vancouver's first mayor. The lady and the gentleman standing in the doorway
were probably Jesse F. and husband Arthur W. Ross with their two sons. Mr. MaclLean and Mrs. Ross were brother and
sister. The sections of the two logs were cut from the famous “Real Estate for Sale” photograph. Other sections of the
log were sent to Queen Victoria's Golden Jubilee Exhibition at the Crystal Palace in London, England. The “For Sale” sign
offered lots on Hastings and Granville Streets for $1,000 to 32,000 and on Pender Street for only $750 to $1,200.
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The second Sunny Side Hotel was located at 1 Water Street right on Burrard Inlet, May 1887. The
fourth man from the right has been identified as William McGirr. City workers have swept refuse
into piles for removal. The first Sunny Side Hotel was destroyed by the 1886 fire.

James Welton Horne was an early Vancouver realtor, and by 18g1
the Vancouver World newspaper reported him to be “the heaviest
individual property owner in Vancouver.” Horne was best known
for having created the town of Brandon, south of Winnipeg in
Manitoba, before venturing west to Vancouver. Horne was one of
the original founders of the interurban street railway between New
Westminster and Vancouver. When the CPR rail line put a bridge
across the Fraser River at Mission City, he purchased a large tract
of land there and subdivided his property into lots to turn a quick

dollar.
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and insurance business. It was Hamilton
who began surveying the former Gastown
property into lots for resale. The frst
council and the builders of early Vancouver
did not seem to see any conflicts with their
roles as railway employees, realtors or both.
John M. Browning was the CPR's first
land commissioner in 1886, the city’s park
commissioner in 1898 to 1899, Vancouver
alderman and manager of the Vancouver
Opera House in 1890, and the first president
of Rogers Sugar in 1891,

Immediately after the great fire land
speculators realized that they needed
to bring in amenities such as roads and
bridges to sell real estate, and amazingly
Vancouver had a street car service within

two years of incorporation.

Arthur Wellington Ross, a Member of
Parliament for Winnipeg, was the real
estate representative for the Canadian
Pacific Railway while he resided in
Vancouver. His brother-in-law was

Malcolm Alexander MaclLean, Vancouver's
first mayor. Here Ross poses for a

William Topley portrait complete with
props such as a bowler hat, deerskin
gloves, watch fob, and walking stick.

The E. C. Coulding Law Office and the A. W. Ross Real Estate building situated on the south side of Hastings Street
between Homer and Hamilton Streets, 1886. City archivist Major [ames 5. Matthews believed the gentleman by the
chair was Malcolm Alexander MacLean, Vancouver's first mayor. The lady and the gentleman standing in the doorway
were probably Jesse F. and husband Arthur W. Ross with their two sons. Mr. MacLean and Mrs. Ross were brother and
sister. The sections of the two logs were cut from the famous “Real Estate for Sale” photograph. Other sections of the
log were sent to Queen Victoria's Golden Jubilee Exhibition at the Crystal Palace in London, England. The “For Sale” sign
offered lots on Hastings and Granville Streets for $1,000 to $2,000 and on Pender Street for only $750 to $1,200.
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The second Sunny Side Hotel was located at 1 Water Street right on Burrard Inlet, May 1887. The
fourth man from the right has been identified as William McGirr. City workers have swept refuse
into piles for removal. The first Sunny Side Hotel was destroyed by the 1886 fire.

James Welton Horne was an early Vancouver realtor, and by 1891
the Vancouver World newspaper reported him to be “the heaviest
individual property owner in Vancouver." Horne was best known
for having created the town of Brandon, south of Winnipeg in
Manitoba, before venturing west to Vancouver. Horne was one of
the original founders of the interurban street railway between New
Westminster and Vancouver. When the CPR rail line put a bridge
across the Fraser River at Mission City, he purchased a large tract
of land there and subdivided his property into lots to turn a quick
dollar.
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Brothers Dominic and Patrick Burns pose in a horse-drawn carriage in front of the Hollow Tree in Stanley

Park. Pat built the largest meat-packing empire in the world, while Dominic oversaw the building of the
Vancouver Block on Granville Street. Pat also purchased a huge wetland in the Municipality of Delta to graze
beef cattle for meat production, but the area was unsuitable. It came to be known as Burns Bog.

The Hollow Tree

by Bernie Kilroe, Historian

THere WERE VERY FEW PLACES of sightseeing interest for
visitors in Vancouver's early days, buta buggy drive around
Stanley Park was a must for any adventurous globetrotter
and no visitor could leave Stanley Park without having
their photo taken beside the Big Hollow Tree. There were
many famous local gentry that had photos taken. Here
are some names from the upper ranks who visited us
in Vancouver’s early days: there was Rudyard Kipling in
1889 who also purchased land. He purchased two lots at
the edge of town at Fraser Street and 11 Avenue. In 18go,
Japanese Embassy dignataries had their photo taken by
the Hollow Tree, and writer Mark Twain visited in 1895.

T2 Vancouver Exposed: A History in Photographs

In 1gor, their Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess
of Cornwall and York, soon afterwards to be King George
V and Queen Elizabeth, visited Vancouver and also
stopped at the “Big Hollow Tree.” The royal party formed
a complete circle by joining hands around the bottom
of the 6o-foot girth of the tree. Sir Wilfred Laurier, the
eighth Prime Minister of Canada, was there with them.

Sir Donald Smith (Lord Strathcona) visited the Hollow
Tree and had his photo taken many times. Smith is
depicted in Canada’s most famous picture of “Driving of
the Last Spike.” Some of the largest trees in Vancouver's
old-growth forest were in the Gastown area and on the

south slopes of False Creek and English Bay.



MAYORS OF VANCOUYER

18861887
188818
1821803
18g4
18g5-1856
18a7
18981900
1901
1902=150%
1904
1905-1906
1907-1508
1905
19101511
1912
1913=1914
1915
1916-=1517
19181521
1922-1923
1924
19251528
19281630
19311534
1935-1936
19371538
19391940
1841-1546
19471548
1945-1550
19511558
1955-15962
1963-1966
19671972
18731576
1977-1980
1981-1586
1986-1993
1963-2002
2002-2005
2005-2008

2008—

Maleolm Alexander MacLean
David Oppenheimer
Frederick Cope

Robert Alexander Anderson
Henry Callins

William Templeton

James Ford Garden
Thomas Owen Townley
Thomas Fletcher Neelands
William ). McGuigan
Frederick Buscombe
Alexander Bethune
Charles Stanford Douglas
Louis Denison Taylor
James Findlay

Trurnan Smith Baxter
Lowis Denison Taylor
Maleorm Peter McBeath
Robert Henry Otley Gale
Charles Edward Tisdall
William Reid Owen

Lowis Denison Taylor
William Harold Malkin
Lowis Denison Taylor
Gerald Gratton McGeer
George Clark Miller

James Lyle Telford, MD, MLA
Jonathan Webster Cornett
Gerald Gratton MeGeer
Charles Edwin Thompson
Frederick John Hurne
Albert Thomas Alsbury
William George Rathie
Themas |. Campbell, QC
Art Phillips

Jehn ). Valrich

Michael Franklin Harcourt
Gordon Muir Campbell
Philip Walter Owen

Larry W. Campbell

Sam Sullivan

Cregor Robertson

Father of Vancouver

by Kinley Engdahl-Johnson,
Company Historian, The Oppenheimer Group

TooucH His name will forever be tied to Vancouver, David
Oppenheimer was born half a world away in Blieskastel, Germany.
The fourth son of a large Jewish merchant family with ten children,
David was only 14 in 1848 when political turmoil caused the
Oppenheimers to leave Germany for the US. They briefly settled in
New Orleans, where David went to bookkeeping school and worked
in a general store. Soon after, word started filtering across the
country that gold had been discovered in California's Sierra Nevada
mountains. Ever the opportunists, David and his older brother
Charles set sail for San Francisco via the Isthmus of Panama. They
arrived on the West Coast in February of 1851 and within a year had
been joined by their youngest brother, Isaac, and were working as

provisions traders in Placer County.

In 1858 the Oppenheimers heard rumours of gold being found in
British Columbia’s Fraser Canyon. With the California rush waning,
David and his brothers saw another golden business opportunity
in the making. They sent Charles ahead to Victoria, the jumping-
off point for those heading to the interior and the only place to
buy permits and supplies in the region. By 1858 he had opened a
wholesale provisions company and was soon joined by David, Isaac,
and another brother, Godfrey.

The Oppenheimers weren't content to rest on their laurels, though.
Thousands had come to the Fraser looking for gold, yet returning to
Victoria to stock up on supplies was both dangerous and expensive.
In 1859 David and his brothers opened a second store in Yale, a
natural choice, as it was the highest navigable point on the Fraser
River before it entered the canyon. Their wholesale provisions store,
Oppenheimer Bros., was located on Front Street and became a

popular gathering place for those heading to and from the diggings.

Fortune seekers followed the Fraser north from Yale, eventually
hitting the jackpot in 1861 with a strike in the Williams Creek area.
Barkerville sprang into existence, quickly becoming the biggest
boomtown north of San Francisco and west of Chicago. In 1862
the brothers set up another location there and in a few years had

warehouses in Hope and Fisherville as well, though Yale remained

14 Vancouver Exposed: A History in Photographs



the centre of their business. David ran the Yale location and became

known as a popular host and a staunch protector of local interests.

The 8oo-kilometre trip between the Yale and Barkerville stores
was notoriously dangerous, but was also a necessary requirement
for the Oppenheimers’ success. Their pack train was the largest in
the region at the time, with 157 mules. It took the train a month
to travel from one store to the other, as it had to contend with the
elements and grizzlies, and often had to double-back to evade
robbery attempts along the way. Because of the Oppenheimers'
familiarity with the journey, Charles was hired at one point to
help construct a portion of the Cariboo Wagon Road connecting

the two towns. Much of the Trans-Canada Highway follows the

same route today.

Though business was booming, fire was an ever present and very
real danger on the frontier. The Oppenheimers first discovered just
how real in 1868, when a fast moving fire swept through Barkerville,
levelling the store in minutes. Though they had lost over $100,000
in goods, the disaster was met with immediate action from David,
and he made the first of what would be many civic donations.
Determined not to have the tragedy repeat itself when the store was
rebuilt, he headed to San Francisco and purchased a fire wagon that
he then donated to create the first Williams Creek Fire Brigade.

By 1872 business at the Barkerville location had slowed enough that
David and Isaac decided to sell it, focusing their energy again on
Yale. In 1874 their worst fears were realized when the Yale store
burned to the ground. They quickly rebuilt the store with brick.
Around the same time, David protested freight charges on the
Fraser, which he deemed monopolistic. He continued his focus
on improving transport in the region in 1880, and partnered with
Andrew Onderdonk to raise money for the construction of several
challenging stretches of the Canadian Pacific Railroad.

When fire burned through the wooden roof and gutted the contents
of the Oppenheimers’ store in 1881, Yale was no longer the booming
town it had been. David and Isaac headed back to Vancouver Island,
where they opened a second Victoria store on Wharf Street in early
188z. However, David's thoughts were focused on the mainland. He
had watched the approaching completion of the CPR closely and had
started to acquire premium plots of land in the Granville area as
early as 1878. In 1884 he purchased even more land in what would

become Vancouver, and was part of the group that convinced the

David Oppenheimer, the city's second

mayor, eventually came to be affectionately
known as the “Father of Vancouver.”

The Builders
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CPR to extend the terminus west from Port Moody by
donating 175 acres of their own land. Seeing the potential
of the area, David and Isaac relocated to Vancouver in

1885 and decided to build a permanent brick warehouse.
When the great fire swept through Vancouver in 18806,

construction was underway on the new building at the
corner of Powell and Columbia Streets, and most of
the city and the Oppenheimers’ temporary store were
destroyed. Not deterred by yet another setback, the
brothers continued construction, and when the store was
finished in July of 1887, it was the first brick building in

Vancouver.

In Yale and Barkerville David had shown his propensity
for civic involvement, petitioning for local interests and
playing an active role in both community and regional
development. In the fledgling town of Vancouver, that
interest blossomed into a passion. David turned his
knowledge of business towards helping the city grow.
He served as an alderman on the first city council,
which held meetings in his office until the construction
of the new city hall—which was being built on land
he donated—was finished. He gained popularity in
the community for his work as chairman of the city’'s
finance committee. In November of 1887 he was named
the first president of the Vancouver Board of Trade, and

just a month later was elected as the city's second mayor.

David had a particular vision for the city he believed
Vancouver could be and was determined to make
his vision a reality. From 1888 to 1891 he served
four consecutive terms as mayor, with no pay for his
duties. He was passionate about making the city the
international port of call he felt was vital to the success
of the province—and the Dominion of Canada. As the
first president of the Vancouver Board of Trade, he wrote
about fostering trade with Japan, Australia and New
Zealand, and of the fundamental need to both import
and export goods. He worked with the CPR to establish
direct shipping routes between Vancouver, Japan and

Australia. He founded the British Columbia Fruit
Growers Association in 1888 with the hope of supporting

16 Vancouver Exposed: A History in Photographs

the growers of the region so that BC-grown fruit would
be exported to all reaches of the world, and the exotic

fruits of the world imported in turn.

As mayor he was responsible for creating the city
water works and lighting company, as well as the fire
department, paved streets, sidewalks, and the sewage
system. He initiated the city's first transportation
system by creating the Vancouver Electric Railway and
Light Company, and the Westminster and Vancouver
Tramway. The first Cambie Street Bridge and the first
Granville Bridge were opened while he was in office. He
opened Stanley Park in 1888 and established the Parks
Board.

David often invested his own money and much of his
personal time on projects that benefited the community,
such as the construction of a public wharf. He served as
mayor without pay and donated his own land for schools
and parks. He was involved in the creation of the city's

YMCA, the Alexandra Orphanage, the British Columbia

Exhibition Association, and the Vancouver Club.

Though English was his second language, David was
a prolific and competent communicator, and he wrote
extensively on his vision for Vancouver. To attract settlers
to the city, he authored several pamphlets outlining the
potential of the region for distribution in London and
the United States. He has often been called the “Father
of Vancouver” for his contributions. On his retirement
from the position of mayor in early 189z due to his

failing health, the Daily Colonist ran the following:

Mr. Oppenheimer has been for four vyears
Mayor of Vancouver, and he has served his
fellow citizens faithfully and efficiently.... He has
watched over [Vancouver's] infancy—has, as it
were, superintended the laying of its foundation.
He has fostered its growth, which has been
unprecedentedly rapid, and has very materially
aided its wonderful development. Such supervision
as he has exercised required, in order to do it well,
all the best qualities of an able man of business, and
Mr. Oppenheimer has done it well. It is fortunate
for Vancouver that it was able to avail itself of the
services of such a man as David Oppenheimer at



the most critical stage of its existence. It will take
time for even its citizens fully to appreciate all that
he has done for them and their city.

David Oppenheimer was twice married. He married his
first wife Sarah in 1857. She died at age 40 in 1880. This
marriage produced no children. David married is second
wife, Julia Walter of New York, in San Francisco in 1883.
They had a daughter Flora. Julia died in a tragic accident
in March 1897, and David, who had been sick off and on
for years, died g months later on 31 December 18g7.

To best get a sense of David Oppenheimer’s dedication to
the city and province, one need look no further than the
following excerpt from the Vancouver Daily World that
was published shortly after his death:

He was not all things to all men, he was the same
thing to all men; genial, honest, and kind-hearted
to a fault. The voice of sorrow never failed to win
his keenest sympathy, and the voice of suffering
had not to call twice to him for help. Yet with all his
|large-heartedness, he was practical to a degree and
could grasp a business proposition as clearly as any
man living. That he took an almost fatherly pride
in Vancouver has been exemplified time and again.
He saw into the future further than the ordinary
eye could reach, and planned and built accordingly.
Even as he lay on his deathbed and felt that the end
could not be very far away, he said he had no fear
of death but that he would like ... to see Vancouver
enjoy the prosperity that he had always said would
be hers and which he felt was now at hand.

Another article called David the best friend that
Vancouver ever had, but the same could be said as vice
versa—that Vancouver, in some ways, was his closest
and dearest friend, who he saw great things for in the
future. The company David and his brothers founded
in 1858 is still in business. Today it is called The
Oppenheimer Group, a marketer of over 100 varieties of
fresh produce grown in 26 countries to retail, wholesale
and foodservice customers across North America.
It has grown into a half-billion-dollar company with
offices throughout the US, Canada and Chile, selling

4o million boxes of produce annually—four billion

individual pieces of fruit. Though it has grown into an
international powerhouse with grower partners around
the world, Oppenheimer's roots are still and always
will be firmly planted in British Columbia. It has been
named the oldest continually operating business in the
province by the Vancouver Historical Society, and it
celebrated its 150" anniversary in 2008. The 12™ of July
was named “David Oppenheimer Day” in the City of
Vancouver. A ceremony was held to celebrate the event
in Stanley Park near David's memorial statue. Members
of the Oppenheimer family, as well as delegates from
the city, the Parks Board, and staff of the Oppenheimer

Group attended the ceremony.

Though memories fade over time, it is easy to see the
legacy of David Oppenheimer today. One just has to
look around oneself, at the city he loved so much, which

continues to thrive more than a century after his death.

To commemorate his contributions to the city,
a memorial statue of David Oppenheimer was
placed at the entrance to Stanley Park in 1911.

The Builders M7
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i Cement Works 2 East End Post Office 3 Electric Light & Street Railway Power House
& Crowder & Penzer's Wharf 5 Champion & White's Wharf & Shipping Yards 6 Ross &

Vancouver 1898 Howard's Foundry and Ironworks 7 Royal City Planing & Saw Mills 8 CPR Freight Yands
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34 Whetham Block 35 Sunny Side Hotel 36 Arlington Hotel 37 Court House 38 Imperial Bank 39 Merchants’ Bank of Halifax (proposed)

40 Metropolitan Club &1 The World Office 42 Evans & Hastings Printing Office 43 Bank of British Columbia &4 Merchants' Bank of Halifax

45 Robertson & Hackett's Planing Mills & Factory 46 Windsor Hotel &7 Bank of Montreal 48 William Braid & Company

49 McMillan & Hamilton's Warehouse 50 Police Station 51 Masonic Temple 52 East End Post Office 53 Gambrinus Hotel 54 Thomas Dunn & Co.,
Ship Chandler 55 Manitoba Produce Co. 56 |. Y. Griffin & Co. 57 W. H. Malkin & Co. | Kelly, Douglas & Co. 58 Martin & Robinson, Commission Agents
39 Mount Pleasant Post Office 60 Hudson's Bay Co., Offices & Liquor Warehouses 61 The Budget Office 62 Turner, Beeton & Co., Wholesale Dry Goods
63 Chinese Immigration Sheds 64 CPR Offices 85 Bank of British North America 66 Molson's Bank | Board of Trade 67 Leland Hotel 68 Canadian
Bank of Commerce 69 MacKinnon Block 70 Dunn Hall & Fairfield Block 7 Post Office & Public Building 72 Evans, Coleman & Evans, Shipping Office
73 Boat House 7& Union Steamship Co.'s Offices & Shipping Wharf 75 Beasley's Boat House & Yacht Club 78 CPR Depot & General Office

77 Vancouver Club
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Canada Place and the Vancouver Convention

Centre from above Burrard Inlet : y. . !
__,_.':..-.‘ - 5 “‘r. I Tl |I -

1 Sun Tower ~3 " gt Lt

2 Beatty Street Drill Hall - T

3 Dominion Building
4 Hotel Vancouver : - ot
5 Malkin's Grocery Store ' " —

6 CPR Waterfront Station LTM

7 Marine Building
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Canada Place and the Vancouver Convention
Centre from above Burrard Inlet

1 Sun Tower
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