1als

c
0 0
) =
- ©
=
I -
c 0
G

d
W 5

<




Character Description:

Evan Hansen — Smart, sincere, and excruciatingly self-conscious, Evan prefers to hover in the
background, a supporting player in his own life, too afraid to step forward into the spotlight and
risk ridicule or, what might be worse, no one noticing him at all.

Gender: male presenting 17 years old

Vocal range top: CS.

Vocal range bottom: G2.

Audition Specifics:
=> Sing “Words Fail - Part 2” in the packet.
-> Familiarize yourself with the three scenes provided for a reading portion.
-> If asked, be ready to sing the second portion of “Waving Through A Window” from

measure 60 to the end.
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ACT ONE
ONE

A guiet buzzing begins to sound just at the edge of our awareness, an indistinct
murmuring of voices, as the house lights slowly fade.

The murmuring builds, growing louder and louder, voices piling on top of one
another.

Millions of fragments of emails, status updates, cat videos, dessert recipes,
revenge porn—the music of the spheres.

Of a sort.

Suddenly, sharply, nothing.

Silence.

Then, in the darkness, a laptop snaps open.

The gauzy white glow of the screen illuminates the face of Evan Hansen, sitting
at a desk with a hard cast on his left arm, alone.

He begins to type.

EvaN: Dear Evan Hansen:

Today is going to be an amazing day, and here’s why. Because today, all

you have to do is just be yourself.

(Beat.)

But also confident. That's important. And interesting. Easy to talk to.
Approachable. But mostly be yourself. That's the big, that’s number one.

Be yourself. Be true to yourself.
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(Beat.)

Also, though, don’t worry about whether your hands are going to get
sweaty for no reason and you can’t make it stop no matter what you do,
because they're not going to get sweaty, so | don’t even know why you're
bringing it up, because it's not going to happen, because you're just, all

you have to do is be yourself.

(Beat.)

I'm not even going to worry about it, though, because seriously it's not
like, it's not going to be like that time you had the perfect chance to
introduce yourself to Zoe Murphy at the jazz band concert last year, when
you waited afterward to talk to her and tell her how good she was, and you
were going to pretend to be super casual like you didn't even know her
name, like she would introduce herself and you'd be like, “Wait, I'm sorry,

| didn’t hear you. Chloe, you said your name was Chloer” And she'd be,
like, “No, it's Zoe, | said, Zoe,” and you'd be, like, “Oh, see, | thought you
said Chloe because | don’t even, I'm very busy with other stuff right now is
the thing.” But then you didn't even end up saying anything to her anyway,
because you were scared your hands were sweaty which they weren't that
sweaty until you started worrying that they were sweaty, which made them
sweaty, so you put them under the hand dryer in the bathroom, but then

they were still sweaty, they were just very warm now, as well.

{Lights shift and Heidi Hansen stands there, holding a twenty-dollar bill.)

HEIDI: So you just decided not to eat last night?
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(Evan quickly shuts his laptop.)

EVAN: Oh, I'm, um, | wasn't hungry . ..

HEIDI: You're a senior in high school, Evan. You need to be able to order
dinner for yourself if I'm at work. You can do it all online now. You don’t
have to talk to anyone on the phone. | know you don’t like the phone.

EvAN: Okay, but see, that’s not true actually. You have to talk to the delivery
person when they come to the door. Then they have to make change. You

have to stand there while it's silent and they're counting the change and . .

HEIDI: This is what you're supposed to be working on, Evan. With Dr
Sherman? Talking to people. Engaging with people. Not running away
from people.

EVAN: You're right. I'm going to be a lot better.

HEIDI (Trying to put a positive spin on it): Mo, | know. | know you are. And that's
why | made you an appointment with Dr. Sherman for this afterncon. I'll
pick you up right after school.

EVAN: | already have an appointment next week.

HEIDI: And | thought maybe you could use something a little sooner. Have you
been writing those letters he wants you to do? The letters to yourself? The
pep talks? “Dear Evan Hansen. This is going to be a good day and here’s
why." Have you been doing those?

EvaN: | started writing one. I'll finish it at school.

HEIDI: Those letters are important, honey. They're going to help you build your
confidence. Seize the day.

EVAN (Dubious): | guess.

HEeIDI: | don’t want another year of you sitting at home on your computer every

Friday night, telling me you have no friends.
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(Beat.)}

EVaN: Neitherdo I.

ANYBODY HAVE A MAP?

HEIDI:

Can we try to have an optimistic outlook?

Huh?

Can we buck up just enough

To see . . . the world won't fall apart?
Maybe this year we decide

We're not giving up before we've tried

This year, we make a new start

Hey, | know—jyou can go arcund today and ask the other kids to sign your
cast, how about that? That would be the perfect icebreaker, wouldn’t it?

Evan: Perfect.

HEIDI: I'm proud of you already.

EVAN: Oh. Good.

(Heidi exits the room, stands in the hall, realizing that this interaction has been an

utter failure, as Evan packs up for school.)
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HEIDI: Have you seen this? The note that Connor Murphy . . .

(Evan nods.)

It's all over everyone’s Facebook.

(Beat.)

“Dear Evan Hansen.”

(She looks at him, the words familiar.

Evan says nothing.)

Did you . . . you wrote this? This note?

(Beat.

Evan nods.)

I didnt know.

EVAN: No cne did.

HEIDI: No, that's not what | . . . | didn't know that you . . . that you were . . .
hurting. Like that. That you felt so . . . | didn’t know. How did | not know?

EVAN: Because | never told you.

HEIDI: You shouldn’t have had to.

EvAaN: | lied. About . . . so many things. Not just Connor. Last summer, | just . .

I felt so alone . ..

(He can’t go any further than this )
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HEIDI: You can tell me.

EVAN (Shakes his head): You’ll hate me.

HEIDI: Oh, Evan.

EVAN: You should. If you knew what | tried to do. If you knew who | am, how . .
. broken | am.

HEIDI: | already know you. And | love you.

(Beat.)

EVaN: I'm so sorry.

HEIDI: | can promise you, some day all of this . . . this will all feel like a very
long time ago.

{Evan shrugs, not believing her)

EVAN: | don’t know.

HEIDI: Your dad . . . do you remember the day he drove by to get his things?

(Evan shakes his head.)

It was a few weeks after he moved out. “Temporarily,” we said . . .

50 BIG /S0 SMALL

HEIDI:

It was a February day
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Time does its work.

Slowly, the sky begins to open.

It is enormous.

A vast green field.

As far as the eye can see: rows and columns of wooden stakes planted in the grass.
Tied to each stake, a small, spindly tree.

An orchard.

Zoe, sitting on a wrought iron bench, waits, nervous.

After a moment, Evan enters.)

EVAN: Hey.

ZoE: Hi.

(They smile, a bit awkward.
Beat.)

EVAN: How are your

ZoE: Good. Pretty good.

EVAN: You graduate soon, right?

ZoE: In two weeks.

EVAN: Wow. How’s being a senior?

ZOE: Busy.

EVAN: | remember that.

ZoE: How's being a freshmane

evan: Oh. Well. | actually decided to take a year off . _ .
ZzoE: Oh.

EVAN: Yeah. Try to save some money. Get a job. I've been taking classes at the

community college. So I'll have some credits to transfer in the fall.
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ZOE: That’s smart.

EVAN: Yeah. We'll see.

(Beat.)

In the meantime, though, | can get you a friends and family discount at Pottery
Barn. If you're looking for . . . overpriced home decor.

Z0E: You know, not at the moment . _ .

evan: Well, if you change your mind . . _ I'm only working there for a few more

months, though, so the window of opportunity is closing fast.

(They smile_)

ZoE: | always imagine you and Connor here. Even though, obviously . . .

EvAN: This is my first time. | mean, I've probably driven by it a thousand times.

| just, every time | think about getting out of the car, | feel like . . . | don’t know.
ljust . .. like | don’t deserve to, | guess.
(Beat.)

It's nice. Peaceful.
ZOE: My parents, they're here all the time. We do picnics, like, every weekend.

It's helped them. A lot, actually. Having this.

(Beat.)

EvAN: They never told anyone. About Connor’s, about the note. About . . . who

really wrote it.
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(Zoe nods.)

They didn’t have to do that. They could have told everyone. What | did.
zoE: Everybody needed it for something.
EvAN: That doesn’t mean it was okay.

ZOE: It saved my parents.

(Pause.)

EVAN: If's weird. | um . . . over the fall, | found this, um, yearbook thing my
class made in eighth grade. Most people did, like, collages of their friends.
Connor’s was a list of his ten favorite books. I've been trying to read all of
them.

(Beat.)

| know it’s not the same thing as knowing him—it’s not, at all, but, | don't
know, it’s . . .
zoE: Something.

(Pause.)

It's been . . . hard. It's been a hard year.

EvaN (For him, as well): | know.

(Beat.)

I’'ve been wanting to call you for a long time. | didn’t really know what | would
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say, but then | just . . _ | decided to call anyway.
ZoE: I'm happy you did.

(Pause._)

evan: | wish we could have met now. Today. For the first time.

ZoE: Me too.

(They look at one another for a long time.)
| should probably . . .

evan: Of course.

ZOE: It's just, exams are this week . . .
EVAN: No, totally.

(Zoe begins to go.)

Can | ask you, though? Why did, um, why did you want to meet herer

(A long pause.
Zoe looks around.)

ZoE: | wanted to be sure you saw this.

(A beat, and Zoe goes.
Evan takes in the immensity of all that is around him.
Music begins slowly, softly undermeath, as one by one the company begins to enter

around him_)
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evaN: Dear Evan Hansen:

Today is going to be a good day and here’s why. Because today, no matter what

else, today at least . . . you're you. No hiding, no lying. Just . . . you. And that’s
_ . that's enough.

FINALE

HEIDIfALANAf]ARED:
All we see 1s sky
For forever
We let the world
Pass by for forever

HEIDIfALAMAJJARED /LARRY [CYNTHIA:
Feels like we could

Go on for forever

HEIDIJALANA/JARED/LARRY JCYNTHIA:
EVAN: Maybe This way

some day,
every-

thing that
happened . ..

maybe it will This way
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