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Setting Eight—Non-Communion

INTRODUCTION

The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: This Jesus welcomes
sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only
hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God.

GATHERING HYMNS We Rejoice in the Grace of God See Hymn Insert
A Woman and a Coin (verses: 1,2,4) See Hymn Insert
Heaven is Singing for Joy See Hymn Insert

PEACE

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.

KYRIE p. 184
Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For peace in the world, for the health of the church, for the unity of all; for this holy house, for
all who worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

That we may live out your impassioned response to the hungry and the poor; that we may live
out truth and justice and grace, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For peace in our hearts, for peace in our homes, for friends and family; for life and for love, for
our work and our play, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

For your Spirit to guide; that you center our lives in the water and the Word; that you nourish our
souls with your body and blood, let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who go
astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you

and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

CHILDREN’S SERMON
HYMN OF PRAISE You Are Holy See Hymn Insert



SCRIPTURE READING 1 Timothy 1:12-17
A reading from 1 Timothy.

The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they contain advice es-
pecially intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted
the church, is cited as evidence that even the most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace
of God.

"I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord who has strengthened me, because he judged me faith-
ful and appointed me to his service, “even though I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor,
and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted ignorantly in unbehef ‘and
the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. “The
saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sin-
ners—of whom I am the foremost. '‘But for that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as
the foremost, Jesus Christ might display the utmost 7patlence making me an example to those
who would come to believe in him for eternal life. ''To the King of the ages, immortal, invisi-
ble, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM HYMN Create in Me a Clean Heart See Hymn Insert

GOSPEL Luke 15:1-10
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and sinners repent-
ing. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that their recovery
brlngSJoy in heaven.
"Now all the tax collectors and sinners were commg near to listen to [Jesus. ] ’And the Pharisees
and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”
’So he told them this parable: “Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of
them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he
finds it? "When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices. ’And when he comes
home, he calls together his frlends and neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have
found my sheep that was lost.” 'Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sin-
ner who repents than over nlnety—mne righteous persons who need no repentance.
““Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a lamp,
sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? ‘When she has found it, she calls to-
gether her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had
lost.’ Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who
repents.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
ANTHEM The Heart of Worship Redman/arr. McDonald



CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Merciful God, we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen our own
way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need, we have too often passed by on the other side. Set us again on
the path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to love our neighbors. Amen.

Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins but delights in granting

pardon and mercy. In the name of & Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love
as God loves. Amen.

OFFERING
OFFERING HYMN Give Thanks See Hymn Insert

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The
Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG Let There Be Praise See Hymn Insert
DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE



Welcome to Mt. Tabor. We are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! If
you are a visitor, please fill out and return the attendance card in your pew rack so we may
have a record of your attendance. Our ushers and greeters will be glad to answer any ques-
tions you may have about our worship service. We hope that you will experience the pres-
ence of the Risen Christ today!

Altar Flowers. Today's Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God and in celebration
of Dr. Jimmy William’s 60th birthday on September 8th given by Jolene and Larry
Marchant.

Bulletin Covers. Today's bulletin covers are given to the glory of God in honor of Rue
Jeffcoat’s grandchildren, James, Berls, and Charlotte.

Worship Assistants
Lector Ray Conrad
Greeter Tina Conrad
Usher Ray Conrad

Communion Assistant Nancy Stone-Collum



Lord Teach Us To Pray:

As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week:

Trevor C. Anderson, Shannon K. Bolick, Brett E. Ebener, Hannah G. Fogle, Heath C.
Hutton, Barnett Miller, Kimberly B. Pittman, Linda D. Price, C. Dakota Steele, Justin S.
Steele, Katlynn N. Steele, Phoebe L. Steele.

Most Recent Prayer Concerns:
Pastor Rus Stillwell, Barbara Stillwell, Melvin Manus, Paul Jacobs, Ronnie Hutto.
Ongoing Prayer Concerns:

Barbara Bradshaw, Sharon Mattern, Jackie Macaulay, David Mellichamp, Mary
Hamson, Jeanie Jacobs, Sandra Baker, Betty Wise, Elmer Sundlie, Herman Bouknight,
Pastor Jerry & Janice Livingston, Lucky Jones, Jennifer Brazell, Mary Hamson, Ann
Callison, Bill Hunnicutt.

Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor:

Kathryn Cash, Shelby Cash, Blake Cash, Molly Gilbert, Bob & Shirley Spruill, Henry
Gainey, Stacy Carns, Jordan Mellichamp, Charles Hite, Tyler Carter, Rev. Dr. Paul
Harmon, Steve Collum, John Bundrick, Lori Gladiness.

Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military:
Adam Davis, Andrew Hamson, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash.
Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military:

Eli McCracken, Marcus Hayes, Tristan Mullen, Cory Fabian, Hayden Henneman, Edwin
Taylor, Patrick Taylor, Edwin Torres, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan,
Patrick Morris, Ben Barron, Barry Duncan, Michael Barfield, David Mathews.

The Family Of:

Valerie Jan Brazell, Oscar Rabon, Jean Jones, William Florence, Bobby Lunn, Sylvia
Marchant,
Nancy Butler, Carroll Hutchinson.

Please help us keep our prayer list up to date by calling the church office with any names
to be added or removed. Otherwise, names remaining on the prayer list for more than
two months will be removed.







FOR HOME SELF-STUDY & REFLECTION

FIRST READING Exodus 32:7-14

A reading from Exodus.

While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship. Today’s
reading shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses reminds God
that the Israelites are God’s own people, and boldly asks for mercy for them.

"The Lorp said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of the
land of Egypt, have acted perversely; “they have been quick to turn aside from the way that I
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and have worshiped it
and sacrificed to 1t and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the
land of Egypt!”” "The Lorbp said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked they
are. '"Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume
them and of you I will make a great nation.”

""But Moses implored the Lorp his God, and said, “O Lorp, why does your wrath burn hot
against your people whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a
mighty hand? ' Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he brought them
out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the face of the earth’? Turn
from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people. ''Re-
member Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you swore to them by your own self,
saying to them, ‘I will multlply your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all th1s land
that I have promlsed I will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.”” '*And
the LorD changed his mind about the disaster that he planned to bring on his people.
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