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Setting Four—Holy Communion
INTRODUCTION
Three weeks ago we heard Peter’s confession of faith as told in John’s gospel. This week we
hear Mark’s version, when Peter says, “You are the Messiah.” In John, the stumbling block is
Jesus’ invitation to eat his flesh, given for the life of the world. In Mark too the scandal has to
do with Jesus’ words about his own coming death, and here Peter himself stumbles over Jesus’
words. But Jesus is anointed (the meaning of messiah) in Mark only on the way to the cross
(14:3); so we are anointed in baptism with the sign of the cross.
PRELUDE

Voluntary in D, Op. 5, No. 5

John Stanley

ANNOUNCEMENTS
We stand
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
p. 94
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.
Amen.
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Gracious God, have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive
us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do.
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in
newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in
your hearts through faith. Amen.
GATHERING SONG

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Hymn 834

GREETING
p. 147
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.
And also with you.
KYRIE (11:00)
In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

p. 147

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (11:00)
p. 149
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God.
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his.
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.
Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing and honor
and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. This is the feast of victory for our
God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Alleluia.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
p. 150
Let us pray.
O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of the
cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of
evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
We sit
FIRST READING
Isaiah 50:4-9a
The image of the servant of the Lord is one of the notable motifs in the book of Isaiah. Today’s
reading describes the mission of the servant, whom early Christians associated with Jesus. Like
Jesus, the servant does not strike back at his detractors but trusts in God’s steadfast love.
4

The Lord G has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how to sustain the weary
with a word. Morning by morning he wakens—wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught.
5
The Lord G has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my
back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not hide
my face from insult and spitting. 7The Lord G helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt is the Lord G who helps me; who will declare me guilty?
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM

Psalm 116:1-9

1

I love the L
, who has heard my voice,
and listened to my supplication,
2
for the L
has given ear to me
whenever I called.
3
The cords of death entangled me; the anguish of the grave came upon me;
I came to grief and sorrow.
4
Then I called upon the name of the L
:
“O L
, I pray you, save my life.” Refrain
5
Gracious is the L
and righteous;
our God is full of compassion.
6
The L
watches over the innocent;
I was brought low, and God saved me.
7
Turn again to your rest, O my soul.
for the L
has dealt well with you.
8
For you have rescued my life from death,
my eyes from tears, and my feet from stumbling;
9
I will walk in the presence of the L
in the land of the living. Refrain
SECOND READING
James 3:1-12
This text uses various images to illustrate how damaging and hurtful the way we speak to and
about others can be. Not only are we to control our speech, but what we say and how we say it
are to reflect our faith.
1

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who
teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who
makes no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If
we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or
look at ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small
member, yet it boasts of great exploits. How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the
tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the
whole body, sets on fire the cycle of nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of
beast and bird, of reptile and sea creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the
Lord and Father, and with it we curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the
same mouth come blessing and cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a
spring pour forth from the same opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my
brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
We stand
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.

p. 151

GOSPEL
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Mark 8:27-38

This story provides the turning point in Mark’s gospel. Peter is the first human being in the
narrative to acknowledge Jesus as the Messiah, but he cannot accept that as the Messiah Jesus
will have to suffer. Moreover, Jesus issues a strong challenge to all by connecting discipleship
and the cross.
27

Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked
his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and
others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that
I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell
anyone about him. 31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after
three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind
me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” 34He
called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save
their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel,
will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?
37
Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
We sit
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Hymn 667
p. 152

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

p. 152

OFFERING
OFFERTORY (11:00)

Day by Day

Martin How

OFFERING HYMN
Praise God, From Whom All Blessing Flow
Hymn 885
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; praise
God above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen
We stand
OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of
plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in the meal. Make us to be
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen
HYMN (11:00)

Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am

Hymn 814

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and
gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
HYMN (11:00)

Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am

Hymn 814

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
HYMN (11:00)

Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Hymn 814
p. 154

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

p. 154

COMMUNION SONG
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

p. 154

COMMUNION HYMN

Take My Life, That I May Be

Hymn 685

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
p. 155
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
BLESSING
p. 155
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord
look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen.
SENDING SONG

Lift High the Cross

Hymn 660

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

p. 155

Fugue in C

Johann Pachelbel

Welcome to Mt. Tabor. We are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! If you are a
visitor, please ill out and return the attendance card in your pew rack so we may have a record of
your attendance. Our ushers and greeters will be glad to answer any questions you may have about
our worship service. We hope that you will experience the presence of the Risen Christ today!

Altar Flowers. Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Gerald & Renee Shealy in
celebration of the marriage of Ashley Shealy and Matthew Harris on September 11, 2021.

Bulletin Covers. Today’s Bulletin Covers are given to the glory of God by the Haftoglou Family.
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Worship Assistants

Kendrick Kerr
Tex Davis, Russell Pauly
BJ Roof
Jimmy Williams

Lord Teach Us To Pray:
As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Trevor Anderson, Shannon Burton, Brett Ebener, Hannah Fogle, Heath Hutto, Barney Miller, Linda
Price.
Most Recent Prayer Concerns:
Emma Lyons, Rachel Bundrick, Nancy Allen, Barbara Stilwell, Ann Hendrix.
Ongoing Prayer Concerns:
Jo Anderson, Ruth Goldsmith, Lib Manus, Robert Cromer, Blanche Lybrand, Jeanie Jacobs, Linda Wessinger, Pastor Jerry & Janice Livingston, Boyd Steele, Elise Harmon,
Lucky Jones, Jennifer Brazell, Mary Hamson, Ann Callison, Adele Rodgers, Lisa Long.
Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor:
Nancy Taylor Lee, Joe & Barbara Murphy, Betty Steele, Bill Hunnicutt.
Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military:
Adam Davis, Andrew Hamson, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash, John Post.
Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military:
Eli McCracken, Marcus Hayes, Tristan Mullen, Cory Fabian, Hayden Henneman, Edwin
Taylor, Patrick Taylor, Edwin Torres, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Patrick Morris,
Ben Barron, Barry Duncan, Michael Barfield, Adam Mintz, David Mathews.
The Family Of:
Martha Jeannie Pulliam, Gwen Morris, Hazel Rauch, Dot McDowell.
Please help us keep our prayer list up to date by calling the church office with any names to be added
or removed. Otherwise, names remaining on the prayer list for more than 2 months will be removed.
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