
MT. TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
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September 19, 2021 — Seventeenth Sunday a er Pentecost 

Ma ns (8:15 AM) & Tradi onal (11:00 AM) Worship Services 



Setting Four—Holy Communion 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Today we hear James warn against selfish ambition, while the disciples quarrel over which one 
of them is the greatest. Jesus tells them the way to be great is to serve. Then, to make it con-
crete, he puts in front of them a flesh-and-blood child. We are called to welcome the children 
God puts in front of us, to make room for them in daily interaction, and to give them a place of 
honor in the assembly. 
 
PRELUDE Children of the Heavenly Father Lois McCluskey 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
We stand 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  p. 94 
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-
fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to 
the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God for-
gives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his au-
thority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Fa-
ther, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG  God Is Here!  Hymn 526 
 
GREETING   p. 147 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE  (11:00) p. 147 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 



For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (11:00)  p. 148 
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 
 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
 
Sing with all the people of God  and join in the hymn of all creation:  Blessing and honor 
and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. This is the feast of victory 
for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY   p. 150 
Let us pray.  
O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children. 
Help us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom 
and understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
We sit 
 
FIRST READING  Jeremiah 11:18-20 
Today’s reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced God’s word to 
Judah but was met with intense opposition and persecution. Jeremiah continues to trust in God 
in the midst of his suffering. 
 
18It was the L  who made it known to me, and I knew; then you showed me their evil deeds. 
19But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. And I did not know it was against me 
that they devised schemes, saying, “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from 
the land of the living, so that his name will no longer be remembered!” 20But you, O L  of 
hosts, who judge righteously, who try the heart and the mind, let me see your retribution upon 
them, for to you I have committed my cause.  
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM  Psalm 54 
 
 
 
 
 



1Save me, O God, | by your name; 
  in your might, de- | fend my cause. 
2Hear my | prayer, O God; 
  give ear to the words | of my mouth. 
3For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have | sought my life, 
  those who have no re- | gard for God. 
4Behold, God | is my helper; 
  it is the Lord who sus- | tains my life. Refrain 
5Render evil to those who | spy on me; 
  in your faithful- | ness, destroy them. 
6I will offer you a | freewill sacrifice 
  and praise your name, O L , for | it is good. 
7For you have rescued me from | every trouble, 
  and my eye looks down | on my enemies. Refrain 
 
SECOND READING  James 3:13--4:3, 7-8a 
The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy our own wants 
and desires, we manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and impartiality toward oth-
ers. 
 
13Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done 
with gentleness born of wisdom. 14But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your 
hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. 15Such wisdom does not come down from above, 
but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. 16For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also 
be disorder and wickedness of every kind. 17But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peace-
able, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypoc-
risy. 18And a harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. 
 
4:1Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from 
your cravings that are at war within you? 2You want something and do not have it; so you com-
mit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and con-
flicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. 3You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures. 7Submit yourselves therefore to God. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8aDraw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
We stand 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   p. 151 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL  Mark 9:30-37 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is seduced by the 
world’s definition of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and money. The antidote to such a 
concern for greatness is servanthood. 



30[Jesus and the disciples went on] and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to 
know it;31for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed 
into human hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” 
32But they did not understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 33Then they came 
to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were you arguing about on 
the way?” 34But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another who was the 
greatest. 35He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first must be 
last of all and servant of all.” 36Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it 
in his arms, he said to them, 37“Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, 
and whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
We sit 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY  Children of the Heavenly Father   Hymn 781 
 
CREED  p. 152 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was bur-
ied; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
PEACE  p. 152 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY  (11:00) Let us pray for peace Thomas Keesecker 
 
OFFERING HYMN Praise God, From Whom All Blessing Flow Hymn 885 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; praise 
God above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen 



We stand 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of 
plenty.  Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in the meal.  Make us to be 
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen 
 
HYMN  (11:00) Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am Hymn 814 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 
HYMN  (11:00) Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am Hymn 814 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood,  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
HYMN  (11:00) Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am Hymn 814 
 
LORD’S PRAYER   p. 154  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION   p. 154 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
COMMUNION SONG   p. 154 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, you 
take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
COMMUNION SONG  Strengthen for Service, Lord   Hymn 497 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  p. 155 
Let us pray. 
God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us with Christ, 
making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 
proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING  p. 155 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  The 
Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG  All Depends on Our Possessing  Hymn 589 
 
DISMISSAL   p. 155 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE Toccata in C Johann Pachelbel 

  

Welcome	to	Mt.	Tabor.	We are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! If 
you are a visitor, please ill out and return the attendance card in your pew rack so we may 
have a record of your attendance. Our ushers and greeters will be glad to answer any ques-
tions you may have about our worship service. We hope that you will experience the pres-
ence of the Risen Christ today! 
	
	
Altar	Flowers.		Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Randy & Elizabeth 
Klapman and Janet & Tommy Smith in loving memory of Arlene Klapman for her birthday 
on September 23rd. 
 
 
Bulletin	Covers.	Today’s Bulletin Covers are given to the glory of God by Kim, Ed, Frazier, 
Cooper & Jensen Redmond and Eric & Natalie Smith in loving memory of Arlene Klapman 
for her birthday on September 23rd. 

Worship	Assistants		
Lector		 Kendrick	Kerr	
Greeter		 Paula	Taylor	
Nursery	 	 	
Ushers	 Tex	Davis,	Russell	Pauly	
Communion	Assistant	 BJ	Roof	
Worship	Assistant	Coordinator	 Charlie	Taylor	



Lord Teach Us To Pray: 
As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our 
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Judy Fisher, 
Melissa Hughes, Paul Hutto, Kaitlyn Liafsha, Carter McCoy, Amaya McCoy, Gilene 
McCullough, Becky Rybicki, Evan Rybicki, Allen Shealy, Ashley Shealy, Rachel Smoak, 
Quinton Smoak, Rachel Sullivan, Diane Wise. 
 

Most Recent Prayer Concerns: 
Emma Lyons, Rachel Bundrick, Nancy Allen, Barbara Stilwell, Ann Hendrix. 

 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
Jo Anderson, Ruth Goldsmith, Lib Manus, Robert Cromer, Blanche Lybrand, Jeanie Ja-
cobs, Linda Wessinger, Pastor Jerry & Janice Livingston, Boyd Steele, Elise Harmon, 
Lucky Jones, Jennifer Brazell, Mary Hamson, Ann Callison, Adele Rodgers, Lisa Long. 
 

Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor: 
Nancy Taylor Lee, Joe & Barbara Murphy, Betty Steele Bill Hunnicutt. 

 

Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military: 
Adam Davis, Andrew Hamson, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash, John Post. 

 

Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military: 
Eli McCracken, Marcus Hayes, Tristan Mullen, Cory Fabian, Hayden Henneman, Edwin 
Taylor, Patrick Taylor, Edwin Torres, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Patrick Morris, 
Ben Barron, Barry Duncan, Michael Barfield, Adam Mintz, David Mathews. 
 

The Family Of: 
Martha Jeannie Pulliam, Gwen Morris, Hazel Rauch, Dot McDowell. 

 
Please help us keep our prayer list up to date by calling the church office with any names to be added 
or removed. Otherwise, names remaining on the prayer list for more than 2 months will be removed.  

Worship	Leaders	
Rev.	Wade	T.	Roof,	III,	Senior	Pastor		 Rev.	Rus	Stilwell,	Pastor	of	Visitation	
Mr.	Kevin	Davis,	Director	of	Music	 Vicar	Christine	Vincent	


