
MT. TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

1000 B Avenue  ·  West Columbia  ·  South Carolina ·  29169  ·  803.796.5948 

 

September 26, 2021 — Eighteenth Sunday a er Pentecost 

WELCA Sunday 
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Setting Four—Holy Communion 
 

INTRODUCTION 
Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle is casting out demons in Jesus’ name, and the dis-
ciples want him stopped. They appeal to Jesus, as Joshua did to Moses about the elders who 
prophesied without official authorization. Like Moses, Jesus refuses to see this as a threat. Jesus 
welcomes good being done in his name, even when it is not under his control. The circle we 
form around Jesus’ word must be able to value good being done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by 
people we can’t keep tabs on. 
 
PRELUDE Adagio from Voluntary Op. 5, No. 8 John Stanley 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  p. 94 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forev-
er. Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are 
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may per-
fectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Gracious God,have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves 
into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive 
us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. 
Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in 
newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 
with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiv-
en. Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in 
your hearts through faith. Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG  Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun  Hymn 557 
 
GREETING  p. 147 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
KYRIE (11:00) p. 147 
In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of 
all, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 



For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
Amen. 
 
CANTICLE OF PRAISE (11:00) p. 148 
This is the feast of victory for our God.  Alleluia. 
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 
Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his. 
This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 
 
Sing with all the people of God  and join in the hymn of all creation:  Blessing and honor 
and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.  This is the feast of victory 
for our God, for the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Alleluia. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  p. 150 
Let us pray.  
Generous God, your Son gave his life that we might come to peace with you. Give us a share of 
your Spirit, and in all we do empower us to bear the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
FIRST READING  Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 
What constitutes legitimate need and legitimate leadership is the focus of this reading. God pro-
vides manna in the wilderness, yet the people crave meat. What is truly needful? God bestows 
the spirit on seventy elders, yet two men not designated as leaders prophesy in the power of 
God’s spirit. What constitutes real leadership? 
 
 4The rabble among them had a strong craving; and the Israelites also wept again, and 
said, “If only we had meat to eat! 5We remember the fish we used to eat in Egypt for nothing, 
the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6but now our strength is dried 
up, and there is nothing at all but this manna to look at.” 
 10Moses heard the people weeping throughout their families, all at the entrances of their 
tents. Then the L  became very angry, and Moses was displeased. 11So Moses said to the 
L , “Why have you treated your servant so badly? Why have I not found favor in your sight, 
that you lay the burden of all this people on me? 12Did I conceive all this people? Did I give 
birth to them, that you should say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom, as a nurse carries a suck-
ing child, to the land that you promised on oath to their ancestors’? 13Where am I to get meat to 
give to all this people? For they come weeping to me and say, ‘Give us meat to eat!’ 14I am not 
able to carry all this people alone, for they are too heavy for me. 15If this is the way you are go-
ing to treat me, put me to death at once—if I have found favor in your sight—and do not let me 
see my misery.” 16So the L  said to Moses, “Gather for me seventy of the elders of Israel, 
whom you know to be the elders of the people and officers over them; bring them to the tent of 
meeting, and have them take their place there with you.” 
 24So Moses went out and told the people the words of the L ; and he gathered seventy 
elders of the people, and placed them all around the tent. 25Then the L  came down in the 
cloud and spoke to him, and took some of the spirit that was on him and put it on the seventy 
elders; and when the spirit rested upon them, they prophesied. But they did not do so again. 



 26Two men remained in the camp, one named Eldad, and the other named Medad, and the 
spirit rested on them; they were among those registered, but they had not gone out to the tent, 
and so they prophesied in the camp. 27And a young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad 
are prophesying in the camp.” 28And Joshua son of Nun, the assistant of Moses, one of his cho-
sen men, said, “My lord Moses, stop them!” 29But Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my 
sake? Would that all the L ‘s people were prophets, and that the L  would put his spirit on 
them!” 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM  Psalm 19:7-14 
 

 

 

 

 
 

7The teaching of the L  is perfect and re- | vives the soul; 
  the testimony of the L  is sure and gives wisdom to | the simple. 
8The statutes of the L  are just and re- | joice the heart; 
  the commandment of the L  is clear and gives light | to the eyes. 
9The fear of the L  is clean and en- | dures forever; 
  the judgments of the L  are true and righteous | altogether. 
10More to be desired are they than gold, more than | much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey | in the comb. Refrain 
11By them also is your ser- | vant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is | great reward. 
12Who can detect one’s | own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my | secret faults. 
13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get dominion | over me; 
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a | great offense. 
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable | in your sight, 
  O L , my strength and | my redeemer. Refrain 
 
SECOND READING  James 5:13-20 
Marks of the Christian community include praying for those who are sick and in need, celebrat-
ing with those in good health, restoring those who have strayed, confessing sins to one another, 
and offering forgiveness to each other. 
 

13Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of 
praise. 14Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them 
pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15The prayer of faith will save 
the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 
16Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be 
healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. 17Elijah was a human being like us, 
and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain 
on the earth. 18Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 



19My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by 
another, 20you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the 
sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  p. 151 
Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 
GOSPEL  Mark 9:38-50 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
On the way to Jerusalem, Jesus teaches his disciples about ministry that involves service and 
sacrifice. His disciples are slow to realize that these words apply to them as well as to others.  
 
38John said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we 
tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no 
one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. 
40Whoever is not against us is for us. 41For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to 
drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 42“If any of you 
put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be better for 
you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. 43If 
your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have 
two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. 45And if your foot causes you to stumble, 
cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. 
47And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of 
God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell, 48where their worm never 
dies, and the fire is never quenched. 49“For everyone will be salted with fire. 50Salt is good; but 
if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace 
with one another.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life Hymn 719 
 
CREED  p. 152 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was bur-
ied; he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the for-
giveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
PEACE  p. 152 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERTORY (11:00) O Jesus, I Have Promised Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, 1693 
 
OFFERING HYMN Praise God, From Whom All Blessing Flow Hymn 885 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here below; praise 
God above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
Let us pray. 
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast of 
plenty.  Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in the meal.  Make us to be 
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world.  Amen 
 
HYMN (11:00) Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am Hymn 814 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and 
gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 
HYMN (11:00) Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am Hymn 814 
 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup 
is the new covenant in my blood,  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me. 
 
HYMN (11:00) Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am Hymn 814 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  p. 154 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 



as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION  p. 154 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 
COMMUNION SONG  p. 154 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, you 
take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of 
the world grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
COMMUNION HYMN  Come, Ye Disconsolate  Hymn 607 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  p. 155 
Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing power of this 
gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith toward you and in fervent love 
toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING  p. 155 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  The 
Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG  Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service  Hymn 712 
 
DISMISSAL  p. 155 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE Tocatta in G Major Johann Pachelbel 

  

Welcome	to	Mt.	Tabor.	We are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! If you are a 
visitor, please ill out and return the attendance card in your pew rack so we may have a record of 
your attendance. Our ushers and greeters will be glad to answer any questions you may have about 
our worship service. We hope that you will experience the presence of the Risen Christ today! 
 
Altar	Flowers.	 	Today’s Altar Flowers are given to the glory of God by Sharon & Sarah Mattern in 
memory of David Epting. 
 
Bulletin	Covers.	Today’s Bulletin Covers are given to the glory of God by John & Clara Conrad in 
honor of their wedding anniversary on September 28th and Clara’s birthday on September 29th. 



Lord Teach Us To Pray: 
As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our church family, 
who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Tanner Anderson, Samuel Davis, Christo-
pher Dawson, Hailey DuVall, Johnathon Hall, Vaughn Hall, Christina Henricks, Karen Holton, Lynn 
Hostetter, Cassie Kelly, Nancy S. Lee, Peyton Lewis, Jensen Redmond, Miley Rhodes, Eliza Scy-
phers, Tiffany Senn,  
 

Most Recent Prayer Concerns: 
Rick Moorer, Gale McLeod, Emma Lyons, Nancy Allen, Barbara Stilwell, Ann Hendrix. 

 

Ongoing Prayer Concerns: 
Jo Anderson, Ruth Goldsmith, Lib Manus, Robert Cromer, Blanche Lybrand, Jeanie Jacobs, Linda 
Wessinger, Pastor Jerry & Janice Livingston, Boyd Steele, Elise Harmon, Lucky Jones, Jennifer Bra-
zell, Mary Hamson, Ann Callison, Adele Rodgers, Lisa Long. 
 

Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor: 
Christopher Rector, Dustin Chainey, Nancy Taylor Lee, Joe & Barbara Murphy, Betty Steele, Bill Hun-
nicutt. 
 

Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military: 
Adam Davis, Andrew Hamson, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash, John Post. 

 

Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military: 
Eli McCracken, Marcus Hayes, Tristan Mullen, Cory Fabian, Hayden Henneman, Edwin Taylor, Pat-
rick Taylor, Edwin Torres, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Patrick Morris, Ben Barron, Barry Dun-
can, Michael Barfield, Adam Mintz, David Mathews. 
 

The Family Of: 
Bobby Bragdon, Ann Stanley, Martha Jeannie Pulliam, Gwen Morris, Hazel Rauch, Dot McDowell. 

 
Please help us keep our prayer list up to date by calling the church office with any names to be added or removed. 
Otherwise, names remaining on the prayer list for more than 2 months will be removed.  
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Ushers	 Tex	Davis,	Russell	Pauly	
Communion	Assistant	 BJ	Roof	
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