MT. TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

1000 B Avenue * West Columbia * South Carolina * 29169
803.796.5948
www.mttaborlutheran.org

11:00 AM - August 30, 2026, 14™ Sunday after Pentecost
Traditional Worship Service

Holy Communion - Setting 5
INTRODUCTION

The prophet Jeremiah speaks of the incurable wound of his suffering yet finds in God’s words the
delight of his heart. When Peter doesn’t grasp Jesus’ words about suffering, Jesus tells the disciples
they will find their lives in losing them. Such sacrificial love is described by Paul when he urges us to
associate with the lowly and not repay evil with evil. In worship we gather as a community that we
might offer ourselves for the sake of our suffering world.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Voluntary in F Eric Thiman
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS ELW p. %4

In the name of the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are
hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our
neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to
the glory of your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his
authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



HYMN 831 The God of Abraham Praise YIGDAL
Verses 1-4 & 8
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1 The God of A-brham praise, who reigns en-throned a - bove;
2 The God of A-br’ham praise! At  your su-preme com - mand
3 The God of A-br’ham praise! Your all - suf - fi - cient grace
4 Your prom-ise you have  sworn; [ on your oath de - pend.
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An - cient of ev - er - last-ing days, and God of love—

from earth I rise and seek the joys at  your right hand.
shall guide me all my pil - grim days in all my ways.

I shall, on ea - gle wings up-borne, to  heav’'n as - cend.
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“I the One — by earth and heav’'n con - fessed;
I all on earth for sake— its wis - dom, fame, and pow’r—
You deign to call me friend; you call  your-self my God!
I shall be - hold your face; 1 shall your pow’r a - dore,
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I bow and bless the sa - cred name for - ev - er blest.
and you my on -ly por - tion make, my shield and tow'r.
And you will save me to the end through Je - sus’ blood.
and sing the won-ders of your grace for - ev - er - more.
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5 Though nature’s strength decay,
and earth and hell withstand,
to Canaan’s bounds I urge my way
at your command.
The wat’ry deep I pass,
with Jesus in my view,
and through the howling wilderness
my way pursue.

6 The goodly land I see,
with peace and plenty blest;
a land of sacred liberty,
and endless rest.
There milk and honey flow,
and oil and wine abound,
and trees of life forever grow
with mercy crowned.

7 Before the great Three-One

the saints exulting stand

and tell the wonders God has done
through all their land.

The list’ning spheres attend

and swell the growing fame

and sing the songs which never end,
the wondrous name.

8 The whole triumphant host

give thanks to God on high.

“Hail, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost!”

they ever cry.

Hail, Abr’ham’s God and mine!
I join the heav’nly lays:

to you be glory, might divine,
and endless praise!

Text: Thomas Olivers, 1725-1799, alt., based on the Yigdal, c. 14th cent.

Music: YIGDAL, Jewish melody; arr. Meyer Lyon, 1751-1797

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.
And also with you.

KYRIE ELW p. 156
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer cy.

Continued on next page.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this ho-ly house, and for all who of - fer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let wus pray to the Lord.
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE ELW p. 158
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PRAYER OF THE DAY ELW p. 159
Let us pray.

O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world.
Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow
your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

CHILDREN'S SERMON

FIRST READING Jeremiah 15:15-21
A reading from Jeremiah.

Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the LORD is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s hand upon him
and God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah says that if he repents, he will be
allowed to continue in his strenuous ministry. Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words, “I am with

2

you.

S0 Loro, you know;
remember me and visit me,
and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors.
In your forbearance do not take me away;
know that on your account I suffer insult.
16y our words were found, and I ate them,
and your words became to me a joy
and the delight of my heart,
for I am called by your name,
O Lorb, God of hosts.
7T did not sit in the company of merrymakers,
nor did I rejoice;
under the weight of your hand I sat alone,
for you had filled me with indignation.
' Why is my pain unceasing,
my wound incurable,
refusing to be healed?
Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook,
like waters that fail.
' Therefore thus says the LORD:
If you turn back, I will take you back,
and you shall stand before me.
If you utter what is precious and not what is worthless,
you shall serve as my mouth.
It is they who will turn to you,
not you who will turn to them.



2% And I will make you to this people
a fortified wall of bronze;
they will fight against you,
but they shall not prevail over you,
for I am with you
to save you and deliver you,
says the LORD.
21T will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked
and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 26:1-8

The congregation is invited to join in the refrain. W K Davis

For your stead-fast love is be-fore my eyes; I have walked faith-ful-ly with you.

' Give judgment for me, O Lorb, for I have lived with integrity;
I have trusted in the LorRD and have not faltered.
2 Test me, O Lorp, and try me;
examine my heart and my mind. R
*I have not sat with the worthless,
nor do I consort with the deceitful.
>T have hated the company of evildoers;
I will not sit down with the wicked. R
%1 will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD,
that I may go in procession round your altar,
7 singing aloud a song of thanksgiving
and recounting all your wonderful deeds. R
¥ Lorp, I love the house in which you dwell
and the place where your glory abides. R



SECOND READING Romans 12:9-21
A reading from Romans.

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-Christians. Love is the
unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to
overcome it with good. While Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to
live at peace with all people.

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil; hold fast to what is good; %1ove one another with
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. '' Do not lag in zeal; be ardent in spirit;
serve the Lord. '* Rejoice in hope; be patient in affliction; persevere in prayer. > Contribute to
the needs of the saints; pursue hospitality to strangers.

'“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. '° Rejoice with those who
rejoice; weep with those who weep. '° Live in harmony with one another; do not be arrogant,
but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. '’ Do not repay anyone evil
for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. '*If it is possible, so far as it
depends on you, live peaceably with all. ' Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room
for the wrath of God, for it is written, “Vengeance is mine; [ will repay, says the Lord.” 20
Instead, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to
drink, for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” *' Do not be overcome by
evil, but overcome evil with good.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW p. 160

Al-le-lu - 1a, al - le-lu - 1a, al - le - lu-ia.

Repeat alleluia
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Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of e -ter - nal life.




GOSPEL Matthew 16:21-28

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), Jesus reveals the
ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has
called a “rock.”

I From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show
his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders
and chief priests and scribes and be killed and on the third day be raised. ** And Peter took him
aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.”
2 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you
are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”

* Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. ** For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake will find it. 2 For what will it profit them if they gain the whole
world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

*7“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will
repay everyone for what has been done. *® Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who
will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON Pastor Nathan Gragg



HYMN 667 Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said BOURBON
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1 “Take up your cross,’ the Sav - ljor said,
2 Take up your Cross; let not its weight
3 Take up your Cross, nor heed the shame,
4 Take up your cross and fol - low Christ,
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for - sake the  past, and come this day,
his strength shall bear your spir - it up,
for you the Lord en - dured the cross
for those  who hum - bly bear the cross
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and hum - bly fol - low af - ter me”
sus - tain your heart, and nerve your —arm.
to save your soul from death and  hell.
one day will wear the glo - rious crown.
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Text: Charles W. Everest, 1814-1877, alt.
Music: BOURBON, W. Hauser, Hesperian Harp, 1848; arr. hymnal version
Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



APOSTLES’ CREED ELW p. 105

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Merciful God,

Receive our prayer.

PEACE ELW p. 161
The peace of Christ be with you always.

And also with you.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM Lord of the Dance arr. John Hess



OFFERTORY HYMN 182 Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful Richard W. Hillert
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pres-ence, and give  us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
Text: John W. Arthur, 1922-1980
Music: Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923
Text and music © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
OFFERING PRAYER ELW p. 161

Let us pray.

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole
creation. Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and
prepare us now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.



HYMN 814 Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am TAKE ME AST AM
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Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949
Music: TAKE ME ASTAM, John L. Bell
Text and music © 1995 Iona Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638.
www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission.
Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE ELW p. 162

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

HYMN 814 Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am TAKE ME AST AM

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.

HYMN 814 Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am TAKE ME AST AM



LORD’S PRAYER ELW p. 112
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The gifts of God for the people of God.

Thanks be to God.
AGNUS DEI ELW p. 164
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HYMN 659

Will You Let Me be Your Servant

THE SERVANT SONG
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I Will you let me be your ser - vant, let me be as
2 We are pil-grims on a  jour - ney, we are trav - 'lers
3 1 will hold the  Christ-light for you in  the night - time
4 1 will weep when you are weep - Ing; when you laugh Tl
5 Will you let me be your ser - vant, let me be as
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Christ to you? Pray that 1 may have the grace to
on the road; we are here to help each oth - er
of your fear; I  will hold my hand out to you,
laugh with  you. I will share your joy and sor - row
Christ to you? Pray that [ may have the grace to
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let you be my ser - vant, too.
walk  the mile and bear the  load.
speak the peace you long to hear.
till  we've seen  this jour - ney through.
let you be my ser - vant, too.
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Text: Richard Gillard,

b. 1953

Music: THE SERVANT SONG, Richard Gillard; arr. Betty Pulkingham, b. 1928
Text and music © 1977 Scripture In Song, ¢/o Integrity's Hosanna Music (ASCAP),
c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



HYMN LBW 493 Hope of the World DONNE SECOURS
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I Hope of the world, thou Christ of great com - pas - sion:
2 Hope of the world, God’s gift from high - est heav - en,
3 Hope of the world, a - foot on dust -y high - ways,
4 Hope of the world, who by thy cross didst save us
5 Hope of the world, O Christ, o’er death vic - to - rious,
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bring - ing to hun - gry souls the bread of life:
show - ing to wan - d’ring souls the path of light:
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who by  this sign didst con - quer grief and pain:
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Save us, thy peo - ple, from con - sum - ing pas - sion,
still let thy Spir - it un - (o us be giv - en
walk  thou be - side us lest the tempt-ing by - ways
we ren - der back the love thy mer - cy gave us;
we would be faith - ful to thy gos - pel glo - rious;
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who by our own false hopes and aims are spent.
to heal earth’s wounds and end our bit - ter strife.
lure us a - way from thee to end - less night.
take  thou our lives and use them as thou wilt.
thou art  our Lord! Thou dost for - ev - er reign!

Text: Georgia Harkness, 1891-1974
Music: DONNE SECOURS, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva 1551

Text © 1954, 1982 The Hymn Society. admin. Hope Publishing Co. All rights reserved.

Duplication in any form prohibitcd without permission or valid Ticense [rom copyright administrator.



HYMN 656 Blest Be the Tie That Binds DENNIS

I I I
)" A I I ) I I

| ) y ) ) )
| | | | | | ) | | |
%&ﬁr—d - " o Ldr j ' i |
1 Blest be the te that binds our hearts In Chris - tian  love;
2 Be - fore our Fa - ther’s throne we pour our ar - dent prayers;
3 We share our mu - tual woes, our mu - twal bur - dens bear,
4 From sor - row, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free;
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the v - ni-ty of heart and mind is like to that a - bove.
our fears, our hopes,our aims are one, our com-forts and our cares.
and of - ten for each oth - er flows the sym - pa - thiz-ing tear.
and per - fect love and friend-ship reign through all e - ter - m - ty.
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Text: John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.
Music: DENNIS, Johann G. Nigeli, 1773-1836, adapt.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION ELW p. 164

Let us pray.

Gracious God, in this meal you have drawn us to your heart, and nourished us at your table with
food and drink, the body and blood of Christ. Now send us forth to be your people in the world,
and to proclaim your truth this day and evermore, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
BLESSING ELW p. 164

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in
accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen.

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by
the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

The God of all grace + bless you now and forever. Amen.



SURGE ECCLESIA

HYMN 548 Rise, O Church, like Christ Arisen
0 4 | .
pamm ; . ! f
GF | ————— 2 2
~f o= o L o L J }
1 Rise, (@] church, like Christ a - 1S - en,
2 Rise, trans - formed, and choose to fol - low
3 Rise, re - mem - ber well the fu - ture
4 Ser - vice be our  sure vo - ca -  tion;
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from this meal of love and grace;
af - ter Christ, though wound - ed, whole;
God has called us to re - ceive;
cour - age be our dai - ly breath;
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may we through such love en - vi -  sion
bro - ken, shared, our lives are hal - lowed
pres - ent by God’s lov - ing nur - ture,
mer - cy be our des - i - na -  tion
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whose we are, and whose, our praise.
to re - lease and to con - sole.
Spir - it - ed then let us live.
from this day and un - to death.
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Al - le - Iu - ia, al - le - lu - ia;
Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia;
Al - le - Iu - ia, al - le - lu - ia;
Al - le - lu - ia, al - le - lu - ia.
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God, the won - der of our days.
Christ, our pres - ent, past, and goal.
Spir - it, grace by whom  we live.
Rise, (0] church, a liv - ing faith.

Text: Susan Palo Cherwien, b. 1953
Music: SURGE ECCLESIA, Timothy J. Strand, b. 1958
Text © 1997 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress.
Music © 1997 Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.



DISMISSAL ELW p. 164
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Fugue in G Minor Johann Pachelbel
Worship Assistants
Communion assistants ...................... Ann Spainhour, Tammy O’Quinn
Lector ......coooovviviiiiiiiiie Sarah Whitehead
USRETS ..o Jeremy Goings, Tex Davis
........................................................... Freddy Vallejo, Fred Vallejo
GFeeter ........ccocevvienciiaieniieicc, Elizabeth Goings
ACOIpte oo Vicki McFarland
CrUCTIEr ..ot Paxton Goings
Livestream coordinators ................... Pam Hoskins, Kendrick Kerr
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The altar flowers are given to the Glory of God and in honor of Tommy and Janet
Smith’s 60™ wedding anniversary which they celebrated on August 28", by Randy and
Elizabeth Klapman. Congratulations!

Today’s bulletin covers are given to the Glory of God in honor of Tommy Smith’s 80"
birthday, September 7" and Tommy and Janet Smith’s 60" wedding anniversary,
August 28", They are given by Eric & Natalie Smith; Kim & Benjie Smith; and
Jensen, Cooper, Frazier, Ariel & Jade Redmond.
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Welcome to Mt. Tabor. We are glad that you have chosen to worship with us today! If you are
a visitor, please fill out and return the attendance card in your pew rack so we may have a
record of your attendance. Our ushers and greeters will be glad to answer any questions you
may have about our worship service. We hope that you will experience the presence of the
Risen Christ today!

Lord Teach Us To Pray:
As God’s people called to love one another, let us pray for the following members of our
church family, who celebrate the anniversary of their baptism this week: Hunter Dinkins, Rick
Dinkins, Jeffery Smith, Alexis Fabian, Baker Morris, Betsy Sippel, Randy Roddy.

Most Recent Prayer Concerns:
Nancy Stone-Collum, John Morris, Michael Gayden, Murray Hoskins, Christie Cook, Michael
Bradshaw, Abby Grace Roof, Liliana Stork, Tammy Quarles, Hoa O’Kelley, Sally Kleber, James
Campbell

Ongoing Prayer Concerns:
Jeanie & Paul Jacobs, Rachel Bundrick, Karen Holton, Sandra Baker, Paul & Carolyn Dufries,
John Conrad, Bruce Merchant, Judy Jordan, Luther Swicegood, Alice Pollock,
Sadie Howard, Elmer Sundlie, Paul Addy, Pastor Jerry & Janice Livingston

Family & Loved Ones of Mt. Tabor:

Derek Rickenbaker, Mike Baxter, Ed & Monica Emmer, Adrian Moldovan, Mike McCarn,
Heather Topolski, Daryl Tarte, Paul Price, Andy Granger, Mary Oliver, Meryn Rawl, Russell
Grant, Sherwood Williams, Al Roberts, Don Ackerman, Paula Miller, Chet Popkowski, Linda

Wright, Beth Franklin, Ronnie Crim, Shirley Spruill, Russell Altman, Eddie Porter, Eddie
Broughman, Julie Johnson, Lewis Tankersley, Danny Baker, Suzanne Oxner Stello, Dr. Chris

Wicker, William & Janet Wood, Judy Lazarczyk, Robbie Burgess, Ronnie Boland, Tonia
Boland, Andy Rauch, Peggy Roessler, John Bailey, John Sharpe, Bishop Ginny Aebischer,
Zach Wash, Tyler Corbitt, Nancy Waugh, Emily Waugh,

Sam Waugh, Laura Ann Merrill

Members of Mt. Tabor Serving in the Military:
Adam Davis, Samuel Davis, Scott Hash, Alex Morris

Family and Loved Ones Serving in the Military:
Justin Casteel, Josh Watson, Jacob Henry Burgan, Caleb Neff

Family of:
Jackie Sox, John Jowers, Mona Myers

Worship Leaders

Rev. Wade T. Roof, 111, Senior Pastor Rev. Rus Stilwell, Pastor of Visitation
Mr. Kevin Davis, Director of Music



